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Whsn I was about to commence an itinerant life, 
my mother would not part with me till she had obtain- 
ed a promise that I would faithfully keep a simple 
narrative of my travels, and the interesting occurren- 
ces ^hich should fall under my observation. This 
promise was made reluctantly, as I could perceive 
but little probability, that much, if any advaatai^e 
would result from the course. Had it not been for 
this requisition of the tender parent, years might have 
fMissed, and a thought of such a practice never have 
entered my mind. Indeed, it was several months 
l>efore I saw aay use for these simple narrations. But 
after some years, I found, that, by referring to them» 
laany interesting particulars concerning past event* 
were revived, which would otherwise have been for- 
gotten till the judgment. Years still passed, however, 
before I thought of their ever exciting any interest, 
except with myself, or my intimate friends. But at 
the age of twenty, I became of the opinion, on re^ 
viewing my manuscript, that it exhibited an interesting 
view of the grace of God, in converting* and putting 
me into the ministry, in strengthening my hands, and 
in blessing his word through the feeblest of instru-* 
ments to the salvation of souls. Believing my narra- 
tive might be useful to Zion, if suitably prepared and 
published after my decease, I concluded to revise the 
whole, BO that, should I be called suddenly to lay 
aside this tabernacle, it might be lefl intelligible for 
another hand. After completing this revision, I kept 
a brief journal, and recorded only the more interests 
ing facts; not expecting it to be published during my 
life. The following objections weighed much against 
it» publication: — 1. Having enjoyed the privileges of 
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a school only ten months, my education was not sul^ 
ficient to prepare such a work for the press. % It 
appeared assuming for a person to publish his own 
journal. 3. Being a man of like passions with other 
men, and my state of trial not yet concluded, I might 
still forget God! and should this be the case, the 
grace of God bestowed on me, might be viewed with 
contempt; and my apostacy would be the more a 
stumbling block to the weak. 

. Being solicited, However, by certain friends, in the 
yecgr 1830, to publish my journal; I proposed my oh* 
jections; which they endeavoured to remove. And 
after considering the subject, asking counsel of men 
of experience, and making fervent prayer to God, for 
the space of six months, the following reflections have 
decided its publication. My first objection is some-> 
what removed, by the experience of several years; 
and, more particularly, by the kindness of Heaven in 
giving me a companion, whose life has been chiefly 
spent in literary pursuits; and whose assistance in pre* 
paring the work for the press, has been of essential ser- 
vice. My second objection has been overbalanced by 
the consideration, that the grace Grod bath bestowed on 
me, has been singular; — ^in my early impressions, and 
conversion-T^in his calling me from obscurity into his 
vineyard, at the age of fifteen y0ars;-<^in opening my 
way remarkably while travelling in my minor years ^ 
and, finally, in showing me abundance of his grace, 
and in leading me in paths which I knew not, for 
eleven years. Relative to my third objection, I have 
thought, should I depart from my blessed Master after 
he hath wrought such wonders for my soul; then, let 
this history be a witness against me; and by the same, 
others may learn to be watchful. And with such an 
example before their eyes, they may apply to them- 
selves this scripture: 1 Cor. 10:12: '* Let him that 
thinketh he standeth, take heed lest he fall." Per« 
haps the mere publication of this narrative^ will make 
no difference in my future course. If it have any 
effect, the manner of my past life being more generally 
known, it should excite me to more carefulness, as by 
the s^me, there is an increase of my accountahility^ 



My labours, in some iiMtanoes, bave been intw 
mately connected with the rke and progress of the 
Free- Will Baptist connexion ; especially in the wes- 
tern country. And these particulars would now be 
interesting. The grace which the Lord 'hath shown 
me, has caused many others, as well as myself, to 
glorify God; and if the same were more generally 
known, I believe souls would be benefitted thereby, 
and glory be given to the Most High. 

1. Notwithstanding I have ^ideavoured to write a 
correct journal, there are a few things, to which, in 
general, I have thought it duty to make no allusion, 
lest it should affect the character of individuals. Yet, 
as these have caused me deep sorrow, and severe 
trials, the entire omission of them in this place, would 
hardly be proper. 

Though I have been destitute of any certain means 
of support, I have felt constrained to devote my whole 
time to the ministry, and depend upon the unsolicited 
conjtributions of those whose hearts m^ht be opened 
to communicate. . From many I have received liber- 
ally; yet, the instances have been frequent, in which 
I have travelled far, and expended considerable to 
preach among brethren, who were wealthy, fr<»n 
wtiom I have received nothing. Sometimes a penny 
bfls not been communicated for months ; and for want 
of pecuniary aid, I have passed hundreds of times 
without the usual meal, and have oflen been destitute 
of convenient raiment. Still, these things have been 
m& discouragement, neither would I have changed my 
condition with the kings of the earth ; for I have made 
a covenant with Glod, that I will neither cease preach- 
ing, nor be a hireling, though I should have to beg 
Bsy bread from door to door. 

S. There have been persecutions, in which profes- 
sed Christians of various denominations, have taken 
aa active part. Sometimes they have been the au<* 
tkors of unfounded prejudices and slanders, designed 
to injure my usefulness, or sink into contempt the 
doctrine I preach. Those who may have sinned in 
these things, I judge not; they have one that judgeth 
them; and my prayer is, that they may repent and 
1* 
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obtain forgiveness, before we are called to meet where 
the books shall be opened before the great Judge. 

In writing this narrative,! have spoken of revivals, 
conversions, and interesting occurrences, as they 
appeared to me at the time. But, as change marketh 
all things in this state of probation, there have been, 
and still may be, instances in which ' the gold hath 
become dim, and the most fine gold changed.' Apos- 
tacy has, in a greater or less degree, afflicted the 
righteous ever since time began. Doubtless, in the 
following pages, there may be allusions made to indi* 
viduals, who once felt the power of the gospel ; but 
of whom, hereafter, if not now, it may be said, they 
have ' forgotten that they were purged from their old 
sins.' 2 Pet. 1:9. Would to God, that even these 
pages might bring to their remembrance former days^ 
when the candle of the Lord shone with beauty in 
their tabernacle; when, for a little season, they were 
willing to rejoice in that light. 

In the late revision of this journal for the press, I 
have, with my companion, experienced several em^ 
barrassments. Constrained by duty to labour daily 
in the vineyard of the Lord, and ir«vellittg often 
among strangers, amid the vicissitudes, of weather, 
we have been necessitated to accomplish the work at 
various intervals, and under a variety of circumstan* 
ces. Having made supplication to God, that, through 
his grace, it may be made a blessing to some, I now 
submit it to my brethren in Christ, who are endeared 
to me by ties sweeter thsoi life, and stronger than 
death. The interviews I have enjoyed with thousands 
of the happy saints, during nearly eleven years, are 
remembered with gratitude to God. Many of these I 
shall not meet again * till the heavens be no more. ' 
By the grace of our dear Rede^ner, I am resolved to 
spend my days in his service, that when my blessed 
Master shall call me from the walls of Zion to hi£( 
eternal glory, I may 

<* Meet all the heavenly pilgrims there, 
And in God*s kingdom have a share." 

Umerich, Jtfe. SegU 26, 1831. P. M. 
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CHAPTER I. 

Jliy parentage y and othtr farticulars, till my father's 

removal to JV. F., 4rc. 

My ancestors were of Jewish origin. My father, 
David Miarks, 2d. was the eldest son of David Marks, 
1st. of Burlington, Hartford county, t)t. who was a 
grandson of Mordecai Marks, a Jew. My mother, 
Rosanna Merriman, eldest daughter of Chauncey 
Merriman, of Southington, in the same county, was 
married to my father at the cointnencetnent of the 
year 1800. They were both members of the Calvin- 
istic Baptist church. After residing in Burlington 
for five years following their marriage, they removed 
to the town of Shendaken^ Ulster county, "N, Y. In 
the latter town, Nov. 4th, 1805, commenced the jour- 
ney of my life, (being the fourth child of my parents, 
one of which number, a sister, aged teii months, had 
been consigned to the tomb before I had existence.) 
At this time my mother remarked, with much confi- 
dence, that my life would be short. *' For," said 
she, '*I believe God, by his holy Spirit, hath impres- 
sed it oh my mind, that the child shall live before 
kim, as did Samuel anciently i and that in early life 
the Lord will set him for the defence of the gospel, 
and call hiin to do a great, but a short work in the 
earth." When one year .had passed, the dropsy in 
3 
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the head, considered by physicians incurable, came 
near terminating my mortal existence. My mother's 
faith was then shaken in what she had asserted on 
the day of my birth; but God blessed the use of" 
means, and from, the gate of death restored me to 
health. 

One of the first occurrences printed in my recol» 
lection, is family prayer. As early as my mind was 
susceptible of instruction and capable of reflection, 
the truth, that all must die and appear before God, to 
account for their actions, was solemnly impressed on 
my heart. At the age of four years, a sense of death 
and judgment caused awful feelinss to pervade my 
soul; particularly, one day, when I was alone amud-- 
ing myself with burning the tow of flax ; tlie dreadful 
agony of the wicked in hell, represented in the word 
b£ God by burning with unquenchable fire, was ia- 
stantly brought to mind. Looking, into the flame, I 
thought, how exceedingly dreadful even one moment 
would be in this fierce burning; then turning my 
eyes toward the heavens, said within myself, how will 
my soul endure, if yet in sin, at the great judgment 
day, when God shall appear, and set the world on 
fire? Finally, I concluded that I would descend into 
a well when that period should arrive, and going im* 
mediately to my mother, told her my resolution. 
**Ah, my son," said she, ** the water will boil, and the 
earth will burn." Another expedient was suggested. 
I thought I would hew out a place of retreat in a 
rock, and there hide myself, closing the entrance. 
On naming this, she replied, ''But the rocks will 
melt." My sorrows increased; but on reflection I 
hoped ere that time should come, life might be ended, 
and my body buried in the earth; so, telling my mo- 
ther, I hoped by this to escape, she said, '' My child, 
your hope is vain; for the dead will awake and come 
eut of their graves." My last expedient it now ap- 
peared would fail ; and retiring to a field, my anguish 
became great, while reflecting that my parents are 
"christians but I am a sinner; tears flowed profusely, 
and putting my hand on my bosom, I cast my eyes 
toward heaven, and said, '' God be merciful to me a 
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sinner." Now existence was a burden; the burning 
of the tow recurred to mind, and I earnestly wished 
that I was something inanimate, even if it were tow, 
that I might not feel the vengeance that would fall 
vpon the wicked. Once as my mother laid me down 
to rest, she said, '* Soon, my son, you will exchange 
the bed for the grave, and your clothes for a winding 
sheet." Often, afler this, when I lay down at night, 
my bed reminded me of the grave, and the sheets of 
the grave apparel. About this time, Jeremiah, my 
eldest brother, then eight years of age, was converts 
ed to God, and publicly professed faith in the Re- 
deemer. Serious thoughts of death and judgment 
continued to exercise my infant powers. 

Very solemn feelings were excited in my mind at 
the age of four years and seven months, by seeing 
our house wrapped in flames. When the fire was 
discovered, my parents were at the house of worship, 
two miles distant, having left me at home with my two 
elder brothers, Jeremiah and Friend. One of my 
brothers immediately ran to the meeting, the other to 
the neighbor's house for assistance. Being much 
alarmed, I fled unperceived with all possible haste to 
the adjacent wood, thinking of nothing but to escape 
the devouring flame. I reached the place of re-* 
treat; but while looking on the trees, the recollection 
of having seen fire spread rapidly in the forest, filled 
me with firesh alarm. The leaves were just put 
forth, and though green, the expectation that they 
too would burn, and the fire be communicated to them 
iby ^e adjacent fences, induced me to resume my 
flight. In the meantime, the assembly with my parents 
had resorted to the flames, and immediately the anx- 
ious inquiry was made, ' Where is David ?' He was 
not to be found. No one had seen him. An awful 
thought rushed upon their minds — ^the flames must 
liave consumed him ! My mother, recollecting her 
former impressions concerning my future life, in an- 
guish of soul, cried out, '' O Lord, thou hast de* 
eeived me, and I was deceived;" and immediately 
swooning, she fell to the ground. A thought that 
the child might ^et be alive, induced some of the as- 
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sembly to search for me; while others endeavored to 
extinguish the flames, expecting to discorer my bo»es. 
In my wandering,' a path appeared, and deeming the 
opposite side more safe, as it presented an obstacle to 
the tire, I quickly passed it, and had followed its wi»d- 
ings more than a mile, when one of the company 
discovered the object of their search. " Your fa- 
ther wishes to see you," said he, and taking me up, 
carried me, till we came within sight of the smoking 
ruins of my native home. The people were stiii em- 
ployed in throwing water; but on seeing us, they de- 
sisted, and my father, with feelings more easily 
imagined than described, met us, and clasping me in 
his arms, said, " My son, my son, are yeu yet alive?" 
kissed me, and carried me to my mother. She soon 
recovered from her swoon. Her faith revived— and 
rejoicing with great joy, they said, " The dead is alivoj 
the lost is found." 

By this and other misfortunes^ my father lost nearly 
all his property, and soon after returned to Connect- 
icut, where he resided in the towns of Bristol and 
Plymouth more than four years. During two years 
of this time, Jeremiah often led brother Friend and 
myself to the chamber, bam, or field; and there talked 
to us of the things of the kingdom, taught us to pray 
and seek after the Lord. While enjoying these op- 
portunities, my heart was tenderly ^ected, and seri^ 
ous impressions deepened. But a painful scene 
quickly followed. 

My father journeyed to the western part of New- 
York. Immediately after his departure, Jeremiah 
was severely wounded in the foot with an axe ; and af- 
ter a confinement of several weeks, an attack of th^ 
typhus fever brought wearisome days, lonely nights, 
and caused his flesh to waste away. Six days before 
his death, I 'went to live with my unele Marks in 
Burlington and attend school. Jan. 2, 1813, after ray 
return from school, my uncle told me that my brother 
was dead. The day before, he sat up several hourii, 
wrote some, and said bethought he should recover; but 
in the evening, the scene changed. Death had 
marked him for a victim ; and while tie sun of life was 
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settiiig, he said to my mother, who was alo&e with 
him, " I am dying." Immediately she sounded a 
trumpet, to call assistance ; then taking him in her 
arms, he said, '* O that I could see papa once^ more; 
but I never shall in this world." Deacon Ward, a 
neighbor, came in, having heard the alarm. Being 
muoh distressed, Jeremiah said, '* my pain of body is 
very great," and once added, he wished that he was 
dead; but immediately recalled it, saying, **I am 
wrong; but if it were the will of God, I should be 
glad to be out of pain." He made affecting remarks 
concerning his death, and a short time before he ex- 
pired, said, '* O, I fear Friend and David will 
run a wicked race." After conversing an hour and a 
half very, calmly, he was laid »on the bed, and then 
folding his bands on his bosom, he looked steadfastly 
towards heaven. They had now thought he would 
never speak again, when he distinctly said, ' ' Lord 
Jesus, may I be with thee;" and without a groan or 
struggle, in one minute and a half, his pulse ceased 
to beat, and his spirit took flight to that land whence 
there is no return. Dea. Ward remarked, that he had 
often been called to attend on death-bed scenes for 
forty years, but had never witnessed one so much 
composed as this. Jeremiah was eleven years and 
six months of age, more than four years older than 
myself. His body was laid in the grave, the top of 
which was covered till my father should return. His 
death greatly afteeted me, for I loved him tenderly ; 
and when his dying words, ' I fear they will run a 
wicked race,' recurred, I felt and mourned my loss. 
No longer could I hear his pious warnings, his afieo- 
tionate counsel, and never again would he instruct me 
to call on the name of the Lord. About two months 
after this, my father having returned, his body was 
taken up, carried into the meeting-house, and a ser- 
mon delivered. Having heard of instances of burial 
in cases of fits, and that when taken from the earth 
flttch had been revived, my childish heart beat high, 
when I thought it might be thus with my brother. But 
aB the coffin lid was raised, all my hope vanished, and 
pay sorrow returned. That face, once blooming in 
2* 
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health, was now covered with mould, and those eye»^ 
once innoceiitly beaming with affection, were now 
sunk in their sockets. A deep sense of my own 
mortality pervaded my soul, and afterward I frequenj^ 
ly addressed the throne of grace. But not clearly 
discerning the things of the kingdom, I often joined 
in folly with my juvenile companions, by which the 
Spirit of God was grieved, and my convictions in some 
measure effaced. 

My mother often made observations upon eonmioo 
occurrences, that caused deep and lasting impres* 
sions on my mind. Once when she was killing some 
fowls, their dying struggles excited my S3rmpathy, 
even to weeping, and I asked why she killed them. 
''Dear child," said ^e, ''fowls have to die for man, 
calves have to die for man, sheep have to die for man; 
but what is more, Jk$u8, the Saviour of the world, has 
died for man, and soon we must die." At another 
time, she said, " Have you ever observed the young 
sapling, how easily you can bend it to the ground?'' 
I answered "Yes." She continued, " Have you also 
observed that when grown to be a tree^ it will nol 
bow, but will break first ? ' ' Again I answered ' ' Yes ; ' * 
and she said, " Learn instruction. Now in the morn*'- 
ing of life, thy heart, like the sapling, is tender, and * 
may easily be turned to God ; but when inured to 
crime and hardened by transgression, like the stub- 
born oak, it will not bow." 

When I was nine years old, my father removed to 
the town of Junius, Seneca county, New^York. The 
greater part of the time for more than a year after 
our removal, neglect of eternal things marked my 
conduct; yet, frequently, after joining my associates 
in play, such condemnation filled my soul, that I 
would resolve never more to outage in idle sports. 
And though the Spirit of God did mrt entirely forsake 
me, yet my resolutioiM were often broken^ and 
these scenes of foHy and sin against God were re* 
peated. About this time, my brolher Friend was 
converted to God. Serious impreesions again return- 
ed. But the iittachm^t to n^ childish plays and 
compant<M)8 continued; and during the winter months. 
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we 8]^poiitted one eveniti^ ifi every week for diver'- 
sion. For this, con8oieR<2e shitrply reproved me ; but 
hmng unwilling to desist entirely, I proposed that a 
part of the tone should be spent io learning the or- 
thography of words. My proposal was acceded to, 
but still conscience was not satisfied, and I furtheir 
proposed that we should commence our school with 
prayer. Seme of my associates, observing they thought 
it would be well, requested me to address the throne 
of^raee; the request was granted, which so affected 
me, that I oeuld no longer participate in their van<- 
ities; but for a time remained a spectator, and then 
feeling condemned for this, wholly forsook the meet- 
ings. Serious impressions again increased, and the 
fear that there was no mercy for me, that my caa^ 
was hopeless, at times brought keen distress. For 
weeks and months, I visited the plaee of secret prayer 
two or three times a day, till discouragement and un- 
belief prevailed on me, for a time, to desist. As with 
others, who live in the Wiefeed One, excuses for pro*- 
craetinatton found way to my heart. The hope, that 
at some future, unknown time, a revival, or some 
other event would reader seeking the Lord less dif-^ 
fioult, made me again indifferent. 



CHAPTER 11. 

Jtn ascounA of my eoimerdon, wiik swne eiker particuhr^^ 
iiU my oonneetion iMi the Free- WUl Baptists, 

lif the autcmmof 1816, when I was nei^ly eleven 
years old, an a^miing occurrence loudly called my 
attention. While riding alone through, a wood but 
a little dtstanee from home, my life ^v^as much en- 
dangered by a sudden foil firom the horse. Instantly 
the query rushed upon me, as if a voice from heaven 
had spoken and said, ''Had your life here closed, 
where would your aoul have been now?*' Conscience 
answered, **It would have been in hell." I stood 
astonished and amazed. The reeoUection of past life, 
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of broken promises, and of the many times I had ftnj^ 
ed, as I thougiit, earnestly, without finding relief, 
rushed upon me like a flood. The anguish of my 
soul was great, and tears gushed from my eyes, in 
vain did I regret my existence; in vain did I envy 
the reptiles of the earth their state. Having been 
taught that a part of mankind were elected to salvation 
and the rest passed by, with great bitterness, the ex- 
clamation burst from my bosom, ''I am a reprobate; 
there is no mercy for me.*' Now did the sorrowd of 
death compass me about, and the pains of hell got 
hold of me. Despair bound my soul with its oruel 
fetters. Nature itself wore a solemn gloom, and even 
the trees seemed to mourn, and the heavens to frown. 
£very ray of hope was gone, and the anguish of my 
«oul was insupportable.. "What shall I do? vrhai 
shall I do?" was my cry; then a thought rushed into 
my mind, which in some measure relieved me. ' Per* 
adventure Crod can, and will have mercy. Christ died 
for sinners, why not for me ? If hell must be my por*- 
lion, and I must finally perish, I will perish pleading 
for mercy.' But now, the fate of former promises oc- 
curred to my mind; for in the hour of temptation 
my feelings had changed, and my strongest resoli>^ 
tions had failed. What security had I, that this reso' 
lution should not, in like manner fail ? I felt jealous 
of my own heart; and this seemed an awful moment, 
on which my eternal destiny was poised. It appear- 
ed to me that heaven or hell, depended on the keep- 
ing, or not keeping of this resolution. And I felt 
unwilling to leave myself the least liberty for its vio- 
lation, lest this dread liberty should be used to my 
eternal ruin. So falling upon my knees, and raising 
my hand toward heaven, I made oath unto God, say- 
ings '< A long 09 l^ott 9hak give nte life and Mlity^ 
like D^inkl, ImU knee^ and pray to thee ihrice in a dayj, 
even though my years shotM be lengthened to threescore 
and tin, and hell be mf doom at kut.** I airose; my 
tears ceased ; distress and anxiety were fled; and 
though the darkness of night veiled the earth, yet 
nature assumed a new aspect. All that met my sight, 
praised God, and my heart was constrained to join 






lite tbeflie. Settiog out £»r home, a sudden rustling 
among the trees reminded me th^t those forests were 
inhab^ed by beasts of prey ; but it excited no timidity 
as usual, neither did it cause me to make haste ; and 
now, for the first time, I was willing to die. Some- 
thi&g whispered, 'How is this? you are not a chris^ 
tiaa. ' * True, ' was my reply, * but the Judge of all 
the earth wiU do right/ Such a sense of his justice 
and. goodness filled my soul, that with sweet compo- 
sure, I felt to commit my all to him, and thus was 
quiet from fear of evil. 

Now, to fulfil my oath required no effort, for it 
seemed that my eternal destiny depended upon its 
]^eribrmance. My constant prayer was, that my soul 
might be born of the Spirit; but refiections on my 
pest life, the just and holy nature of God, who can* 
not look on sin with the least allowance, no longer 
caused my heart to feel oondemnation for sin, or to 
dread his vengeance. I read the threatenings of 
God's word, tli^y moved me not. I brought to view 
the pains of hell, my soul rejoiced and was happy\ 
This seemed to me very wroilg, and (houghf I, Chrfd* 
tians may rejoice, but net sinners. I was now dis- 
tressed with fears th$i a state of insensibility was 
taking possession of my heart ; for I labored to 
feel again my former load of guilt, and constantly 
prayed that conviction mi^t return, but in vain. 
Heaven seemed deaf to my entreaties ; and while thus 
praying, my heart seemed so hard, that dreadful fears 
seized. me, lest conviction had ceased for ever; yet 
so sacred appeared my oath, that not the least temp- 
tation to violate it troubled my thoughts. Once when 
bowed before the Lord in secret, all recollections ex- 
cept of the solemn vow, fied from my memory ; and 
not an idea or a word occurring to mind, the fearful 
expectation was excited, that I should be compelled 
to rise without offering a single petition to Heaven. 
But finally the words of the publican, * * God he mer- 
ciful to me a sinner," came to my recollection, and 
were as soon repeated. Then I arose and returned, 
weeping, because of the hardness of my heart. Again, 
while praying, I used eyety effort to picture to my 
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view the horrors of the burning world, and bring to 
my soul, a feeling sense of the agonizing pains of the 
damned; but instead of this, my soul was filled with 
joy, and the exclamation, '' Glory to God!" burst froni 
my lips. Then, for the first time, the thought wds 
suggested, that possibly God bad already forgiven all. 
Though my opportunity at school had been small, 
I had fortunately succeeded in learning to read a little,, 
yet not without spelling many of the words. My 
anxiety to become acquainted with the scriptures, was 
very great. Yet, as my parents were poor and in a 
new country, we had to endure many privations. 
Generally, labor occupied all my time during the 
day, and it being difficult for us to obtain candles, I 
resorted to the expedient of cHmbing trees to procure 
the bark of the hickory, which burns with much flame; 
and by the light of this fire, I commenced reading 
the Bible, with anxious interest and a prayerful heart, 
frequently continuing my studies two or three hours 
after the family had retired to rest. As my acquaint^* 
ance with the experience and evidences of the chris* 
tian increased, the conviction gradually settled in my 
mind, after an examination of my own heart, that one 
as poor and unworthy as myself, might claim the rich 
and precious promises of the gospel. Then again 
doubts and fears pained me, lest I should build upon a 
false hope, and finally perish. My prayer to God 
was, '* If I have received remission of sins, grant unto 
me an evidence of the same, and forbid that I should 
trust in any thing short of that effectual change, which 
alone can prepare the soul for the pure joys of the 
heavenly world." My mind continued thus exercia* 
ed in supplication, until, though slow of heart te 
believe, a partial witness of having experienced re- 
generation, gladdened my heart, and caused me to 
exclaim, with the angels *'o'er Judah's hallowed 
plain," ''Glory to God in the highest; on earth peace, 
and good will toward men." 

The period from my consecrating myself unto God 
by oath till this time, was eighteen months. Soon af- 
ter, in a conference meeting of the Calvinistic Bap- 
tists, I arose for the first time, repeated a hymn that 
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tested with some" weight on my mind, and then sat 
down. Some were surprised, for as yet, nothing had 
'escaped my lips, respecting my state of mind. The 
deacon asked me if I had experienced a change of 
heart. I was embarrassed, fearing to say that I had, 
or had not; but afler a short pause, I answered, ''I 
do not know." He then remarked, that he had ob- 
served many in childhood, commence apparently a 
religious course ; but that it had given him little sati»- 
fection, as they had generally turned to the world in 
a short time, and when arrived at manhood, they have 
become the worst of men. His words sunk deep into 
my heart, and, with my own trials and fears, shook 
my confidence. Doubts, like a flood, rushed again 
upon me; for I thought, were I a christian, surely they 
would take me by the hand and gently lead me in the 
way. But, being unwilling td give up heaven, I coa- 
tinned more fervent in prayer, constantly asking of 
the Lord wisdom, patience and humility, beseeching 
him to keep me from deception and false hopes. Hea- 
ven lent a gracious ear, and instead of sinking under 
trials, my faith was increased, and my hope so con- 
firmed, that not a doubt remained. And I thought 
frequently, though the world should dispute, I could 
but believe, Heaven had bestowed t)^ ''pearl of great 
price." When a few weeks had ptPsed, I arose in a 
meeting, after hearing the sermon, and confessed the 
grace of Grod, declaring my conviction, that by the 
•sane, my soul had been ' redeemed from among men.' 
Returning home, great peace gladdened my heart. 
My faith became more settled, and, at times, my joy 
seemed to be full. I had always supposed that a 
change of heart was accompanied with some outward 
wonder; that the Saviour or an angel would appear 
in tbe heavens ; or some sudden shock, as of elec- 
tricity, would for an instant cause pain of body. And 
when Jesus in a still small voice, removed my guilt 
and filled my soul with peace and joy, experience was 
so opposite to my e;cpectation, that it oflen seemed 
impossible, that it could be a saving change, which 
thus caused me to rejoice and love the humble 
«dmt0. 
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One rule given in the word of God, whereby we 
may know, that we have passed from death unto lifb, 
is, love to the brethren. This witness is plain; and 
when we have certain evidence that our attachment 
to the saints is peculiar to their christian character, 
iand proportionate to the degree of holiness they pos- 
sess, then we may be sure that we have been accept- 
ed of the Lord. The christian need not remain in 
doubts, darkness and tempests, but may come to the 
faith of assurance ; not by waiting for God to work 
miracles for his confirmation, but by searching the 
scripture evidences, proving his own heart, and con- 
stantly bec^ring the cross. W hen Naaman, the Sy- 
rian, came to the Prophet of Israel, he supposed thJat 
some great thing would be wrought visibly, to effect 
a cure of his leprosy. Thus, doubtless, many have 
looked that regeneratidn should effect some change 
in nature, or that some visible wonder, rather than 
submission of heart and reconciliation to God, should 
give them evidence of salvation. And when a silent 
voice has removed their burden, and composure of 
soul, with love to God and his people, has siicceeded, 
they have passed the time of their conversion without 
a witness of the same ; and though unable to find their 
former convicti<ms and condemnation, they have neg- 
lected to take tnle cross or embrace the promises, and 
thus for years, have walked in darkness, not knowing 
whither they went. Would ^uch diligently search 
the scriptures, examine their hearts and try their 
spirit, they would learn the nature and witness of a 
saving change, and thereby know, as well as Paul, "If 
their earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, 
they have a building of God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens;" and instead of con- 
tinuing babes in knowledge, they would grow to the 
stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. 

No revival marked the period of my conversion 
and public profession of the same. Professors were 
greatly at ease in Zion, and scorn, contempt, and 
derision were heaped upon me. However, it affect- 
ed me little, for the applause and glory of the world 
appeared as vanity of vanities; *'A11 flesh seemed as 
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grass and the flower of grass;" but the approbation 
of God, as a treasure that endureth for ever. Though 
opposition and persecution from neiarly all were com-* 
bined to discourage me; yet the Lord gave grace and 
strength equal to my day, and enabled me in all pla- 
ces, as opportunity presented, to bear the cross and 
testify to the truth. In the public assembly, even 
wheh there was no liberty given, feeling the Lord 
required it, I was frequent in my testimonies. For 
this, many thought me forward, but in no other way 
could I have a conscience void of offence toward 
God and man. 

In the fall of the year 1818, upon relating my ex- 
perience to the CalvinistiC Baptist church in Junius, 
they received me as a candidate for baptism; but as 
it was th^n evening, rainy, and the water two miles 
distant, through woods, they deferred its performance 
till the next covenant meeting. At the appointed 
time, I attended with a change of raiment; but here 
unexpected trials came upon me. The elder being 
unable io attend, in consequence of illness, a licens- 
ed preacher of Junius church, spoke to the people. 
I was not only disappointed, in not being baptized, 
but not a member of the church spoke a word of com- 
fort to me, or even asked of my welfare, tiad I not 
been a child, weak and inexperienced, perhaps this 
coldness would not have been noticed: but it touched 
a tender cord. I returned home much depressed in 
spirit, feeling as though I had no one to encourage 
or lead me in the way of dnty. But the Lord was my 
helper, and God was my refuge ; his anh upheld me, 
and he turned my sorrow into rejoicing. After this, 
I continued to attend their covenant meetings, in 
which they practised speaking to each iftember of the 
church, but gave no liberty to others. Believing the 
command, to be baptized, still obligatory, and feeling 
anxious to walk in the path of obedience, twiee, at 
different periods, I spokb Without liberty, at the close 
of the meeting, and renewed my request for baptism; 
but received no direct answer. None of the mem- 
bers pretended even to speak to me, and the same 
coldness was constantly manifested on all dccasions. 
3 



26 A RELIGIOUS 5ABRATITB. 

The cause, I knew not; but it finally worked for 017 
good, as it taught me, that in the Rook of ages alone 
should be my trust and my strength. 

My parents, believing the ministry would be the 
great work of my life, and that a collegiate course of 
study was a necessary preparation, concluded to place 
me in a free school, as they themselves were unable 
to defray the consequent expense. Having heard that 
in Providence, R. I., provisions were made for edu- 
cating the indigent, in compliance with the wishes of 
my parents, I leilhome alone at the age of thirteen, to 
travel on foot, among strangers, the distance of 368 
miles, expecting' to be absent five or six years. My 
heavenly Father provided me friends. Strangers, 
when they learned the object of my journey, were 
very kind, oflen bestowing a little money to defray 
my expenses: sometimes they would weep, and fre* 
quently express much surprise upon seeing a child 
alone, so far from home. At times, while thinking of 
my friends beneath the parental roof, lonely and sol- 
itary feelings weighed down my spirit; yet the Lord 
of Hosts was my Comforter. He dispersed the gloom, 
by pouring heavenly consolation into my bosom. Fre- 
quent opportunities of riding, in a great measure, re- 
lieved the tediousness of the journey. In twelve 
days, I reached Providence, and was kindly received 
by Mr. Messers, President of the College, to whom I 
delivered a letter from my parents. Afler a stay of 
two days, he informed me that tuition would be free, 
but no provision was made for board and clothing ; 
and advised me to go to an Institution in Mass. where 
he thought a reception would be afforded, agreeable 
to my wishes. He offered me a letter of introduc- 
tion to the Directors of that Institution, but the fear, 
that admission would not be granted, and an expect- 
ation, that equal privileges might be enjoyed nearer 
home, in Hamilton, N. York, where a free school 
was soon to be established, induced me to return 
*« homeward. My little heart was not free from trial 
and temptation. While travelling one evening near 
Albany, I came to atoll bridge, and all around be- 
ing silent, the following suggestions Mrere presented. 
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'' You are now a child, in a land of strangers, with* 
out sufficient money to boar your expenses to your 
parents; you can chmb this gate, pass over the 
bridge, without harming it, and thus save a little, 
that will do you good, without injury to any one." 
With these views, I passed Over the gate, when feel- 
ings of guilt and condemnation so burdened me, that I 
turned aside to a retired place, and there laid my case 
before the Lord, beseeching him to lead me in the 
path of duty, and keep me from sinning against him. 
Feeling an impression to return, and like an honest 
child, pay for crossing the bridge, I sincerely wished 
myself the other side of the gate. Thinking the deed 
must be undone, and not wishing it to be known, I 
concluded to climb the gate, and then request to have 
it opened for my passage ; but while in the act of get- 
ting over, a woman heard me, and coming to the door, 
much to my alarm, exclaimed, **What! ar^ you 
climbing the gate?'' Trembling, I related to her my 
situation, the struggle ofmy mind with regard to duty, 
and my wish to pay the toll. Laughing heartily, she 
replied, ** Ah, dear child, you may go free, I will re- 
ceive nothing, and may blessings follow you." She 
then opened the gate,< when, with a light heart and 
an approving conscience, I continued my journey, 
and reached home, after an absence of twenty-five 
days. 

Passages were so frequently given me in stages and 
in other carriages, that not more than one third of this 
journey was performed on foot. And with few ex- 
ceptions, those persons with whom I tarried and re- 
ceived of their liberality, would accept no recompense ; 
but generally conversed familiarly with me, and asked 
me to pray Mrith them. In compliance with their in- 
vitations, my soul was often blessed and made to re- 
joice. After my return, the information that none 
could be freely educated in Hamilton without bail, 
that should be accountable for the expense, in case 
they should ever preach any other doctrine than that 
believed by the C. Baptists, induced me to relinquish 
the idea of pursuing a course of literary study; and 
from the scriptures, I have since become fully satisfi- 
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ed, that without it, one called of God, may be a use- 
ful minister. 

I continued to attend the Baptist covenant meetings^ 
and was treated with the same studied coldness as 
before. Six months had passed, since the church 
received me as a candidate for baptism, and sttU all 
was silence on the subject. As yet, the vote of fel- 
lowship had neither been recaUed nor disannulled. 
And a sense of the solemn duty lay so heavily on my 
mind, that I again renewed the request, in case they 
still believed me a Hi subject ; and if not, I desired 
them to let me know it. They now discussed the 
subject; and observed, that when I was received, a 
pajt of the church only was present, consequently^, 
the absent members were unacquainted with my ex- 
perience; and added, that some of those, who did re- 
reive me, on consideration, had changed their minds. 
Being requested, I again related my experience, and 
my present exercises. They wished to know my 
sentiments, concerning particular and unconditional 
election, and communion, as believed and practised 
by them. I told thexn,- it was a doubt in my mind, 
whether those views were agreeable to the scriptures. 
The whole church, with one exception, voted they 
were not satisfied with my experience, and could not 
receive me. Trials now pressed heavily upon me, 
and I felt like a lone and friendless child. Something . 
whispered, '^ What folly to think you are a christian, 
when men of piety and experience disown you. You 
are but a child, and do you know more than the whole 
church?" My temptations were very great. But 
to the Lord only could I go; and had he not granted 
succour, by especially manifesting himself, despond-^ 
ence would have discouraged me, and that, perhaps, 
for ever. My oath was sacred; and its performance 
diligently attended. The grace of God was sufficient 
for me, and if ever the consolation of his Spirit glad- 
dened my heart, it did in those days. My peace be- 
came like a river, and wintry trials gave place to the 
cheering joys of spring and summer. I attended 
meetings with different denominations, particularly 
the Methodist, and oft times had )i^ppy seasons, feel- 
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tng my spiritual strength renewed. But their senti- 
ments not being in every particular congenial with 
my own, I could not find that my home was with 
them. 

In the month of July, 1819, Elder Zabulon Dean, 
and his companion, having heard of my situation, and 
feeling interested, sent an appointment to our neigh- 
borhood; and came thirty miles, accompanied by 
brother Samuel Wire, then an unordained preacher. 
Deacon C, and brother S. They were all Free-Will 
Baptists, and the first of whom I had any knowledge. 
On Saturday, July 10th, I met with them, learned 
their sentiments, spirit and humility; which so well 
aceordid with my own views and feelings, that desir- 
ing to he baptized, I related to them my experience 
and sentiments, also the manner in which my applica- 
tion to unite with the Baptist church had been received 
and afterwards rejected. They expressed satisfaction 
with my experience, approved of my sentiments, 
and the next day, being the Sabbath, a meeting was 
appointed for preaching and examination, at the house 
where the Baptist church usually met for worship. 
They having been invited to attend, were generally 
present, with a large concourse of people. After ser- 
mon, being requested, J stood upon a ben^h, and 
again related the dealings of the Lord with me. Elder 
Dean requested the church to state the reason why 
they did not receive me. After a space of silence, 
one of the members answered, that it had been m>» 
defBtood the child was disobedient to his parents. 
This repoH to me was new ; but on being traced to 
Its source in presence of the assembly, it was mani- 
fest, that it had originated in misunderstanding; and 
as it was contradicted by my parents and others. Elder 
Dean still called, not only on the church, but on the 
whole assembly, to show if they knew any reason that 
should debar me from the privileges of the house of 
Ood; and if not, charged them for ever to hold their 
peace. Nothing more being said, the assembly re- 
sorted to the water. To me, this was a long desired 
and pleasant hour. When led into the stream, feeU 

ing impressed to i^dress the people, I turned and de-« 
3* 
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clared to them my weariness of transgression, aiid«y 
determination, through grace, for ever to forsake ail 
sin, the way of the wicked, and to travel the narrow 
way to the city of God. After earnestly soliciting 
those of my age, and all sinners to begin with me to 
seek a better world, I assured them if they would not, 
I must leave them for ever; and called heaven and ^ 
earth, the assembly, and even the water in which I 
stood, to record my separation from the world, and 
to witness against me in the judgment day, if I should 
ever forsake the Lord ; th^n, having been laid in the 
baptismal grave and raised again, I went on my way 
rejoicing. 

On the 17th of the same month, I attended the Ben- 
ton Quarterly Meeting of the Free* Will ba|>tist9, in 
the town of Phelps, eighteen miles from my father's, 
and was there received a member of the church in that 
place. Five were baptized, communion and washing 
foet attended to, and a profitable season was enjoyed. 
After this. Elder Dean and brother Wire frequently 
preached in Junius, and a good reformation followed 
their labors ; in which some of my former perseenn 
tors were converted to the faith of the gospel. In the 
ensuing autumn, brother Wire was«ordained. He and 
Elder Dean baptized fifteen in Junius, who united 
with the church in Phelps ; but in January following, 
they were dismissed and acknowledged a church in 
Junius, taking the scriptures for their only rule of. 
faith and practice. Being absent at the time of its 
organization, I did not become one of its members 
till the ensuing Spring. This ehurdd walked in gos^ 
pel order several, months, and enjoyed many happy 
seasons. But the summer of prosperity passed, and 
the winter of adversity succeeded. New and unexr 
pected trials brought heaviness and mourning. Seven 
or eight, who first united and were well engaged, 
soon turned aside after Satan and walked no more 
with us. Iniquity abounding, the love of some waxed 
cold. Every feeling of my soul was pained, when 
those with whom I had tsiken sweet counsel, thus 
wounded the innocent cause of Jesus and brought it 
into reproach. But while our number decreased by 
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exconununieations, the Lord move than supplied the 
vacancies by adding to the church of such as should 
be saved. Determined, by the help of Grod, to walk in 
the truth and keep all the.commandments, I embraced 
every opportunity of attending meetings of worship; 
when generally my spirit was ^pressed within me to 
warn the wicked of the necessity of a preparation to 
meet God; and I seldom roipained silent, as this 
brought condernnation* 



CHAPTER III. 

Call to the ministry, and the particulara of my exerciseB 
and gospel lahore for titree months, 

. Nov. 4, 18^0, completed my fifteenth year. On this 
day, going alone into a wood on a high hill, while the 
rain was descending, I fell upon the ground, and for- 
mally dedicated myself anew to God, promising faith- 
fulness and full submission to his will. In this dedi- 
cation, casting my eyes upon the surrounding country., 
I had a view of th# gospel harvest, and felt the first 
serious impression, that duty woiuld yet eall me to la- 
bor therein. 

On Jus. 1, 1821, having been solicited by Elder 
Dean, I left home and went to Benton and Milo, 
where a good revival was progressing ; and there at- 
tended several meetings with the elder, generally 
giving an exhortation after sermon. In several con- 
ference meetings with the converts, we enjoyed re? 
freshing seasons. Thus three weeks quickly passed, 
when my parents, meeting me at the Benton Quarr 
terly Meeting, in Phelps, desired my immediate rer 
turn. Elders Dean and Fowler, after some entreaty, 
obtained their leave for my attendance at an extra 
quarterly meeting in Ontario. My parents gave me 
liberty to aecompany Elder Dean to several other pla- 
ces also, provided I should first return with them. 
Accordii^ly I returned home, and after a stay of two 
days, I left on Wednesday for Optario, forty miles 
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tlistant. A deep si^om h&d fallen, which was muefa 
drifted, and the weather was extremely cold, inso- 
much that few ventured from their firesides. Afitttr 
wading through the anew thirteen miles, and suffering 
considerably, I found my toes were frozen, and con- 
sequently proceeded no farther till the next day.* 
Arriving at Ontario, I was glad to meet Elders Dean 
-and Fowler. At this meeting some refreshing was 
enjoyed, and it pleased the Lord to give me freedom 
while speaking in his name. After its close. Elder 
Dean took me with him to Benton, Milo, and Poults 
ney. In the latter place, the power of God was man- 
ifest in our meeting. One cried aloud for mercy, and 
soon after professed to find pardpn. Others were se- 
riously affected, but suffered the enemy to qatch ^way 
the seed that was sown in their hearts. 

Returning to Benton, I tarried certain days, and 
attended a few meetings. During this period, one 
day when the rain^and snow were descending on the 
earth,' while at the house of Elder Defin, I felt the 
first direct impulse as if from Heaven, ^ Go tkou and 
f reach the gospel.* Every surrounding object now 
assumed a mournful aspect; and retiring immediately 
to a w6od on the shore of Seneoa lake, half a mile 
from any house, I cast myself upon the beach, where 
the restless waves uttered a hoarse murmur on ene 
side, and the bleak winds rustled in the forest on the 
other. Raising a tearful eye to Heaven, I exclaimed, 
' O my God, is this truly from thee.^ and must I, an 
ignorant child, go and preach thy gospel?' After 
weeping awhile upon the ground, I arose and queried 
thus with myself; *Can it be, that God will pass by 
the learned, the wise, the experienced, and choose a 
child of fifteen years to preach the gospel?' When 
about to answer in the negative, I cc^st my eyes east- 
ward as I arose, and in an instant, by impression, 
saw myself a friendless child, running to and fre in 
the earth to warn the wicked of their danger. I had 
•resolved to obey, when convineed God required any 
thing at my hand, whatever consequences might ensue. 

•Afterwards, I heard of nine persons, who, on tbifl djuy, wore 
frozen to death at di^erent places in this country. 
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From these impressions, I began to gather thi^t God 
would put me into his vineyard, and that the time was at 
hand. ^ view of leaving parental care, the society 
of home, of wandering in a land of strangers, while 
yet but a child, of facing the bleak storms and enduring 
the fatigues of journeying ofl, and of the trials and 
persecutions that awaited me, now rushed upon my 
soul, overpowered my feelings, and constrained me 
to unite with the winds and waves in breaking the 
reign of silence. Aflerthis burst of grief had a little 
abated, I said, ^ Lord, I am a child, how can I preach f' 
and walking over the water on a fallen tree, I gaz«d 
therein, and thought, how pleasant would be a watery 
tomb, if it might hide me from a life of exile. A sweet 
voice whispered, '* My grace is sufficient for theo. 
Out of the mouths of babes and sucklings, I have 
perfected praise." Duty was made plain; I con- 
sented to walk in the path of obedience, and peace of 
fioul ensued. 

On my return to Junius, finding my parents unwil- 
Hag to give me permission to leave them again, I re- 
lated to them my exercise of mind, and impression of 
the duty God required of me^ and added, if they 
thought it would beiright to keep me at home, they 
would be accountable, and my conscience would bo 
clear in the sight of Heaven. ^They thought they 
should be justifiable in thus doing, and told me my 
labor was so much needed, they could not spare me. 
I returned to tny former avocations, but nature seem- 
ed clothed with solemnity: the concerns of earth 
seemed of little moment ; the hapless children of men, 
sinking to wo by unbelief, were constantly presented 
to my view. Day and night I wept and mourned for 
them at mercy's altar. Sleep oilen fled my pillow, 
iHiile it was bedewed with tears. 

One evening, after retiring to rest, a sense of the 
state of the wicked rolled upon my mind; and a little 
after the midnight hour, I retired to the lonely forest, 
and there prostrated myself on the cold snow. Duty 
called me to go out into the world, and warn my fel- 
low creatures to flee from the wrath to come ; to pro- 
claim the glad tidings of salvation, 'Uhe acceptable 
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year of the Lord, and the day of vengeance of our 
God. " Again, a view of the storms of opposition and 
persecution that awaited me, was suddenly presented, 
together with the painful scene of leaving the tender 
care of those dear parents, who from the days of infancy 
had guided the steps of my childhood, and checked its 
waywardness. My beloved brothers and dear sister 
clung to my affections. I recollected my scanty ed- 
ucation, having enjoyed the advantages of a school 
only ten months; and had to reflect on my situation, 
destitute even of convenient raiment. I thought, surely 
men will despise my youth as well as my counsel, and 
the truth will be disgraced. Yet the path, in which God 
was calling me to walk, was made plain; and in obe- 
dience alone was peace. Clay had been used to open 
the eyes of the blind, and the power of (rod was still 
the same. Resigning myself to his will, my heart 
was encouraged, and I desired the Lord to open the 
way, that my whole time might be devoted to warn 
the unconverted, and point them to the Lamb of God: 
and I believed that I should bear patiently their abuse, 
contempt, and reproach. These exercises of mind 
continued and increased, while sorrow was depicted 
on my countenance. In my sleef)ing and waking mo- 
ments, I felt that the blood of souls would be required 
at my hand, and that *wo' would be mine, if I preach*- 
not the gospel. 

One day while cutting trees in the wood, I became 
almost lost to all sense of my labor, and frequently 
sat down, and wept for the miseries that awaited the 
ungodly. My father observing this, called me to the 
house. Endeavouring to conceal my grief, I obeyed 
his call without any suspicion of his motive. Giving 
me a chair, he asked me to sit down. This unusual 
manner excited my surprise; I observed both his 
countenance and my moAer^a were sad, and they ap- 
peared to have been weeping. With an agitated 
voice, my father said tenderly, **My son, why have 
you been weeping?" Till now, I had not thought 
my grief had been discovered; but after a pause, I 
answered: "The Lord is calling me to warn poor per- 
ishing sinners of their danger ; but I cannot go; for 
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my parents are unwilling." They burst into tears, 
and my father said, **My son, you may go. For 
siHnetime we have felt we were like Pharaoh, who 
would not let the children of Israel go to worship God 
in the wilderness. We give you your time, and will 
no longer detain you. " My feelings were overpower- 
ed. Our tears mingled together, and I thanked God, 
At this time a great revival was progressing in Bru- 
tus and Camillus, twenty miles from Junius. Feel- 
ing anxious to see this work, and labor in it accord- 
ing to my ability, I left home, walked fifteen miles to 
Brutus, and tarried the night among strangers, who 
were kind. The next day, being the Sabbath, I in- 
quired for a meeting in the reformation; and, under- 
standing £lder E. Shaw would preach and baptize 
about four miles from the place of my lodging, I went 
to his meeting, and sat down, a little stranger, in the 
assembly. I knew no difference among christians, 
still I closely watched all that passed, felt much in- 
terested, and thought the countenances of the people 
showed who among them were the followers of the 
Lamb. After preaching, several spoke of the things 
God had done for them, and it seemed that I was in 
my father's family. ' Standing upon a bench in order 
to see the assembly, I exhorted them a few moments, 
and remarked, that as the Antediluvians were disobe- 
dient, while the ark was preparing, and the Hood de- 
stroyed them; so if they in this reformation, and in 
this life, were indifterent, the Lord would send a 
storm of fire, and destroy them in like manner. I 
eajoyed much freedom, and it pleased the Lord to 
touch the assembly. After meeting, many spoke 
with me, invited me to their houses, and to attend dif- 
ferent meetings; so that I ho more felt as a stranger 
or wanted an open door. At the conclusion. Elder 
Shaw baptized eleven, \yho came out of the stream, 
apparently very happy, and some of them shouted for 
joy. The evening was spent in a prayer meeting 
that continued nearly all night, in which three pro- 
fessed to be converted. 

Several days following were spent in Brutus, at- 
tending prayer, conference, and preaching meetings; 
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and in visiting families. I embraced every, opportu-* 
nity of testifying to rU, small ahd great, rieh and 
poor, both publicly and from house to houses repent' 
ance toward Grod and faith in our Lord Je^us Christ. 
Some were awakened, and professed to obtain recon-^ 
ciliation with God. In one of hiy visits at a public 
house, I desired to pray with the family, but was de- 
nied ; then I requested the privilege of praying in 
the bar-room, where the traveller is allowed to swear 
without asking leave, but this also was denied. Re- 
flecting that the street was free, and observing there 
would be liberty there-, I went out and kneeled down 
before the house, and besought the Lord to have 
mercy on this family. In the meantime, I was af* 
terward informed, thfe landlord took a horse-whip j 
and came out to drive me away from prayer, and 
whip me from the place; but meeting a young man of 
the Presbyterian church at his door, who had just 
commenced preaching, he seized him by the collar; 
and said, " You rascal, why have you sent that boy 
here to pray?" The young man repKed, *' I have 
not: Grod sent him." Before the dispute ended, I 
was visiting other families. Still the revival passed^ 
and this family took not warning to forsake their sins> 
neither shared they in the work. 

In that part of Brutus called Jerico^ a certain 
young man, while I was exhorting him to repentance ) 
swore very wickedly, for which, I told him, he must 
give account to God. He raised his axe, and bid 
me, "Begone," swearing if I said any more, he 
would throw it at my head. Turning to go away, I 
replied, ** Remember for all these things, God wiW 
bring thee into judgment." He app&ared angry, and 
toasting down his axe^ took up a stick of wood with 
both hands, and thrbw at nie. I was then about a 
rod from him, and inmiediately stopped in order to 
suffer patiently the effects of his wrath, hoping that 
conviction might fasten on his heart. The stick pass^ 
ed just over my head; he threw a second, that passed 
behind me ; a third, which only touched my leg ; a 
fourth, that just missed me. It really seemed the 
Lord was my defence; Not satisfied with thele at- 
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i^emf^B at abnse, he came with a loaded horse-whip, 
and gave me a severe blow, which caused exquisite 
paijQ, and left its mark for two weeks. His father, 
with some others, stopped him, and previeiited any 
further violence. Proceeding a little distance on my 
way, I felt grieved at his aWful situation, and prayed 
God to have mer6y on his soul. While oil my knees, 
the young man passed by, and swearing very wicked- 
ly, loaded me with curses. « 

In the latter part of my stay in these regions, I 
went into Camillus, and attended several meetings in 
the village of Elbridge ; where the revival was pro- 
gressing powerfully ; and visited considerably from 
house to house, praying with the mourners and ex- 
horting them to resign every thing for Jesus' sake. 
In the family of a certain lawyer, whither I had been 
invited, I enjoyed much freedom in conversation and 
prayer. One of the daughters was awakened to seek 
the " pearl of great price." Shortly afterward, her 
father told me that she had become discouraged, and 
invited me to call again. I complied with his re- 
quest, and again prayed with her, and she again re- 
newed her covenant. Soon after this, she was con- 
verted, and publicly professed faith in Christ. With- 
in the circle of my visits, was the family of a respec- 
table merchant, who himself was a lover of religion ; 
but his companion was opposed to the revival. I re- 
quested liberty to pray, which was granted; and my 
poor heart felt encouraged, when, as I arose, the la- 
dy of the house appeared in tears. After adding a 
few words of exhortation, I went out; the merchant 
following, spake affectionately to me, and left a half 
dollar in my hand. Soon after, in compliance with 
his request, I visited them a second time, and prayed 
with his companion; who again seemed aftected, but 
not fully persuaded to embrace Christ. Alas! how 
many wait for a 'convenient season^ to their own de- 
struction. 

In the east part of Camillus, I attended several 

meetings with Elder O. E. Morrill*, and passed 

through some severe trials, and spent many solitary 

hours, jfeeling like aioaeiy stranger in the earth, oHea 

4 
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weeping till my eyes were sore. Persecution met me 
on almost every hand ; some said, the lad ought to be 
whipped home, &c. At an evening meeting, where 
Elder Morrill preached, I spoke in exhortation. Af- 
ter its close, no one inviting me to a lodging, I was 
left alone in the house. But soon after, £ld. Mor- 
rill kindly inquired for me, returned, and took me to 
the place where he tarried. The grief and discour- 
agement that overcame, me, touched his heart; and 
taking me into his lap, as he would a child, he spoke 
vi^ords of consolation that gave me relief. I enjoyed 
much satisfaction in the revival in these towns; and 
though severe trials at times afflicted my soul, still 
my faith was confirmed, that duty called me to labour 
in the vineyard of the Lord ; and my heart was en- 
couriaged by the success with which God blessed my 
feeble endeavours in the awakening and conversion 
of a few. 

If I mistake not, it was calculated, that in Brutus, 
Camillus, and the adjacent towns, six or seven hun- 
dred professed to pass from death unto life. In this 
work, I laboured about one month and attended forty- 
four meetings ; but did not confine myself to a text, or 
pretend to sermonize. When about to return home, 
I was much interested at Treat settlement, with Mo- 
ses Manrow, a lad of about fifteen years. He exhib- 
ited much talent in public speaking, for one of his 
age; appeared humble, and desired to travel with me. 
The proposal was pleasing, for I believed he would 
make a good yoke fellow in the gospel ; and being 
admitted as a companion, on the 17th of April, 1821^ 
he accompanied me on my return to my parents^ 
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CHAPTER IV; 

ParticukLra of a three tnonihs^ journey to Holland Por- 
« chase, 

A ^EER soon passed in the society of the family 
circle, and its enjoyment was sweet to tof soul. Dur- 
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ing this period, my mother conversed . and advised 
much with me on such subjects as she thought would 
be useful ; a presentiment seeming fixed in her mind, 
that she was enjoying the last opportunity she should 
ever have, to bestow her counsel. Her words sunlf 
deep into my heart, and, with thankfulness, I blessed 
€rod for a pious and affectionate mother. The pass* 
ing moments seemed precious, while I listened to the 
sweet accents that fell from her lips, and endeavoured 
to treasure up the instruction she was giving me. 
Home was pleasant ; but the time was at hand that 
required my departure. As my former travels had 
been confined to a few towns in the vicinity of Junius, 
I had scarcely experienced a parting with my dear 
parents and relatives; and while passing through the 
gloomy hour of trial, had fondly anticipated meeting 
them again soon, when their kindness should soothe 
my sorrow. But now the scene was to be changed. 
The time was come, that I must go to a distant part 
of the land, wherever God's spirit should direct, or 
iSion's need require, expecting several months would 
elapse before I should behold their countenances 
again, or know of their welfare. The reflection, that 
ere my return, death might lessen the number of the 
family circle, caused me to feel the strength of the 
ties (hat bound them to my soul ; and though I knew 
I loved them, yet till now, I did not know how strong, 
nor how fervently. 

The church in Junius had given me a letter of com- 
mendation; and the morning of April 26, was appoint- 
ed for my departure. It dawned a beauti^l morning; 
but grief sat heavy on our hearts. Together we bowed 
at the altar of mercy, where ofl times in days that are 
past, we had felt the consolations of Heaven, and had 
been United to each other by ties stronger than those 
of natural affection. My mother, with a trembling 
voice, called on the name of the Lord; and fervently 
entreated, that his preserving power and choice bles- 
sings might attend her beloved son, just going from 
her care, perhaps for ever. Oflen she had prayed for 
me; and bitter now was the thought, that this might 
be the last time I should ever hear her supplications 
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in my behalf. The moment of separation had come; 
and giving my brothers and sister the parting hand, 
I passed from the parental roof. My parents follow- 
ed me to the corner of the house. The weeping fa- 
ther then took me by the hand, and in a faltering 
voice, said, ** Whenever you wish to return, my house 
shall be your home. God bless you, my son. Fare- 
well." The tender mother then giving me a dollar to 
bear my expenses, grasped my hand; she pressed it 
affectionately; and on casting a look at her features, 
I saw they were convulsed; the big swelling tears 
rolling fast from her eyes, betrayed the conflict in her 
bosom. Her chin quivered, her lips moved, and she 
faintly articulated, *' Adieu, my child, adieu. The 
Lord go with thee.'' My spirit almost failed within 
me, while I witnessed their agonizing emotions. Bid- 
ding them farewell, I sighed adieu, again and again. 
But O, the feelings of my heart! Where am I going? 
Into the wide world; to face its frowns, endure its 
taunts and vile reproaches, as once my Master did. 
But, ** it is enough that the servant be as his lord.'* 
doming to a rise of ground, in sight of my father's 
house, I turned to view once more the beloved forms 
of those dear parents, and cast on them my last look* 
They were standing where we parted, apparently 
weeping, and following with their eyes the departing 
child, as though anxious to catch the last glimpse. 
The mother's face was somewhat bowed down, and 
the sight touched again every tender feeling, awak- 
ening all my sympathy, till, in addition to my own, their 
sorrow became my sorrow. I gave another look, 
thinking perhaps it was the last; then sighed farewell. 
The places where I had passed the scenes of child- 
hood, now met my sight; and seemed bound to 
my affections by a thousand tender associations. But 
while grief was almost bursting riiy heart, the sweet 
promise of Christ, contained in Mark 10:29,30, drop- 
ped as- if from heaven into my soul; '* There is no 
man that hath lefl house, or brethren, or sisters, or 
father, or mother, or wife, or children, or lands, for 
my sake, and the gospel's, but he shall receive a hun- 
dred fold now in this time, houses, and brethren, and 



A RELIGIOUS- NARRATITB. 41 

fitsiers, and mothers, and children, and lands, with 
persecutions; and in the world to come eternal life." 
My mourning was now turned into rejoicing, and my 
tears into songs of praise. 

After walking twenty-one mites, in company with 
the lad before mentioned, we found entertainment for 
the night a few miles south of Geneva, with a Con* 
gregationalist family, who were kind. In the morn-*- 
ang we proceeded to Benton; and there visited from 
house to house, conversing with all, as opportunity 
presented, upon the importance and necessity of a 
speedy preparation to meet God. A young man at a 
tavern, whom I thus counselled, scolS^d at me, and 
ridiculed the religion of Jesus. My soul was pained 
within me ; and falling on my knees, I besought the 
Lord to touch the heart of this young man by his 
Spirit; give him to see the aggravated nature of his 
transgressions, and to feel his need of the Saviour. 
While thus supplicating the mercy of Heaven, the 
young man continued to talk in a loud tone of voice, 
and finally asked me to take some tobacco. His mo- 
ther, a professor, was present, but reproved not his 
vanity; yet reprimanded me severely, for going about, 
talking to people older than myself. After justifying 
my practice, by telling her I believed the Lord re*- 
quired it at my hand, she closed the conversation with 
a remark too vulgar to name. Taking leave of them 
with a sorrowful heart, I went on my way, sighing 
for the evil done by professors, who are destitute of 
the mind that was in Christ Jesus. Their conduct 
strengthens the hands of the wicked, and causes Zion 
to mourn and languish. They enter not into the king*' 
dom themselves, and them that would enter in, they 
hinder. 

April 29, being the Sabbath, we attended meeting 
with Elder Dean, in Milo; in which I spake a few 
Bunutes under considerable embarrassment; and af^ 
terward retired to a wood much depressed i>i spirit, 
and sorely pained with doubts and fears, lest I had ' 
mistaken the path of duty in attempting to labor in 
Zion. Returning to the house of a friend, and find-p 
iog no relief^ I determined to fast aobd pray. In do« 
4* 
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ing this, all doubts and gloom were dispersed, and 
my heart was encouraged to continue in the work of 
the Lord. 

Tuesday, May 1, I held a meeting at the hour of 
ten; the school house was crowded, the audience at* 
tentive and solemn, and it was a season of refreshing 
tp my soul. Meeting an assembly at the house of 
Deacon Knapp, in Wayne, I spake from this text, 
^' The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is 
eternal life, through Jesus Christ pur Lord." M. 
Manrow was still with me, and gave an exhortation. 
The Holy Spirit touched the hearts of some, and ma*- 
ny wept. Thursday, in a meeting on the east side of 
Crooked lake, the Lord was with me, and his spirit 
attended the word. After this, crossing the lake near 
Bluff Point, and walking a few miles into Poultney, 
I spake to an assembly; but to me, it was a barren 
season, and the language of my heart was ' how can I 
preach the gospel to a hardhearted and gainsaying 
people. ' Finding an answer, ' ^ my grace is sufficient 
for thee,'^ we proceeded to Praatstown. But no door 
being open for meeting, we went to the north part of 
Poultney, and there spoke the word to a few, who 
heard with candor. 

Saturday, May 5, I went to Jerusalem, and gare 
out appointments for the next day. Sabbath mornings 
at the hour of nine, we met for worship on the west 
hill in Jerusaleuk. The assembly was large, and it 
was a time of Emmanuel's power: several wept, and 
kneeled for prayers. At one o^dock, P. M., the Lord 
assisted me in speaking to a crowded and solemn a&^ 
sembly on the east hill of Jerusalem: two manifested 
a resolution to seek the Lord. At three o'clock, P^. 
M., I met another congregation in the north part of 
the town, and enjoyed the presence of my Master. 
Here, M. Manrow lefl me suddenly, without assign* 
ing any reason. At six in the evening ,^ I attended a 
fourth meeting in Middlesex, and the next day, walked 
twelve miles, «id attended two meetings. The day 
jfbllowing, I i^ited Camandaigua;. and meeting the 
Episcopalian minister in the street, stated to him my 
deeise to apeak lo tkie people concerning the thingai 



o{ etemitj* * ' What !" said be, ' ' are yovt preaofatng ? 
YoH are not capable of preaching. You cuinot 
preach. We put young gifts to learning, till they be* 
come men.'' He then lef): me. Afler several fruit- 
less attempts to find a house open for meeting, among 
professed Christians, I tunaed to Cesar's kingdom, 
and without difficulty obtained leave to hold a meet* 
ing in the court house. About one hundred assem* 
bled. While stating in my introduction, the reason 
of my leaving home, and the particular exercises of 
my mind concerning public speaking, a gentleman in 
the Jurors' seat, looked me steadfastly in the face, 
and said, '' Young man, we came to hear you preach ; 
not to hear your experience. If you are going to 
preach, we wish you to proceed." This somewhat 
coi^sed me; however I named a text, and proceeded 
with some embarrassment. About twenty lefl the as- 
sembly before the conclusion of the discourse. At 
the close of the meeting, one gentleman gave me half 
a dollar, and another, a «nall piece. During my 
discourse, I observed two men without the court 
house in earnest conversation, and pointing towards 
me ; and when passing the jail, a woman came to th€ 
door, and asked me a number of questions concern- 
ing my manner of life. Afler proceeding a little dis«- 
tance, I saw a man leave the jail, and come after me 
in a wagon with nrach speed. These circumstances, 
together with that of many having left the meeting, 
induced me to think they might possibly lo<^ on me 
with suspicion, and wish to put me in jail. The man 
overtoiok me, said he supposed I was a stranger, and 
invited me to go home with him. As it was three 
miles from my purposed route, it was afier consider- 
able solicitation that I returned. He was a Calvin- 
istie Baptist, and treated me as a friend. 

The little good efieot apparent from my last meet- 
ing, and the contempt manifested at. my endeavours ta 
warn the wicked, bore heavify upon me.. In addition 
to this, my friend told me, he thought my learning 
was not siiigiciei^ to make my public addresses gen- 
erally interesting ; and advised me to gp home and 
stay, till I should be of age, ar at least ivm or three 
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years. I now felt a d^per loneliness, than had ever 
before touched my heart. Though entreated, I could 
not eat, but retired to my lodging, where sleep was 
a, stranger, and there gave vent^-to my grief, till my 
eyes were sore with weeping. In the morning my 
grief was not assuaged, nor the fountain of my tears 
drained. I ate no breakfast, but went my way befece 
the sun rose, passed through the viUage of Canandai-r 
gua into Gorham, and there turned aside in a wood 
and laid myself on the earth. My sorrow seemed 
greater than I eould bear ; and life seemed such a 
burden, that I was tempted to starve myself. As this 
would be sin, I dared not resolve ; but thought, could 
I go home, gladly would I haste to parental care. 
Beneath the shady boughs of Gorham, I mourned, 
somewhat like Jonah under the gourd, and desired 
death, unless my faith and hope should.be increased: 
then lifting my eyes toward heaven, I said, ^ O Lord, 
why hast thou sent me a child, when men of experi- 
ence might go? Why hast thou called an ignorant 
youth, and left the learned at home ? I am had in 
derision, and mocked by the enemies of the cross.' 
Two ways appeared ; either to go home, and renounce 
all ideas of ever attempting to preach again, and thus 
please the greater part of my acquaintance, many of 
ray brethren, and my natural mind, — or, to continue 
labouring in the vineyard, and face a storm of oppo- 
sdtion. Feeling that necessity was laid upon me, that 
wo would be mine if I preached not the gospel, I 
dared not disobey. Leaving the wood, I went to a 
house, where the people were hind. They gave me 
some food, and had a meeting notified in their vicin«? 
ity. The next day, I attended three meetings; and 
the day following, walked twenty-iive miles to Lyons, 
where the Benton quarterly meeting was to be hol^ 
den, the 12th and 13th of May. 

Here I received a letter from my mother. It brought 
heavy tidings; and a trial, of which I had not thought. 
My father's house was again burned with all its con- 
tents. This trying scene happened only the Wednes- 
day before. My parents desired me to return and 
visit them in their affliction, provided I covUd hava 



1 
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^rtnisision from the Lord. Retirihg to a field alone^ 
solitude seemed written on ail below. I thought of 
the eontitiired series of misfortunes that had' afflicted 
tnjr dear parents, till all my sympathies were awa- 
kened. Reading the letter again and again, I laid 
the case before the Lord, when Luke 9:59, »** Lord, 
sufier me first to go and bury my father," occurred 
to my recollection. And our Lord's answer, " Let 
the dead bury their dead, but go thou and preach the 
kingdom of Grod,'' kept passing through my mind. 
Finally, concluding I could do but little good should 
I return, and believing the Lord still called me to go 
west, I wrote to my parents, stating my sympathy for 
them, and conviction of duty, and sent back the dol-^ 
hu* that my mother gave me on the morning of our 
separation. 

Monday, leaving for the Holland Purchase, I walk- 
ed nine miles and held two meetings, in which some 
were awakened, who shortly professed to find Jesus. 
The two following days were spent in Ontario, where 
i attended three meetings, and enjoyed peace and lib- 
erty. Thursday, I proceeded to Brighton and tarried 
among strangers; and the next day went to Roches- 
ter, crossed the Genessee river, and in the afternoon 
Itrrived at Elder Jonathan N. Hinckley's. He had 
gone to the Bethany quarterly meeting, whieh was to 
commence in Attica the next day. I stated that I was 
going to that meeting, and requested something to 
eat. Sister Hinckley inquired whence I came, the 
object of my journey, &c. Being answered, she said 
within herself, as she afterward informed me, *A likely 
story, that you, a little boy, have come more than a 
hundred miles on foot to attend a quarterly meeting ! ^ 
TTius she concluded, I had only said this to get some- 
thing to eat, which she gave me, and let me go my 
way. I walked that evening, fifteen miles to Byron, 
and towards the last of the way, a large dog followed 
rae closely about half a mile, and appeared very an- 
gry. I prayed to God for protection, and my unpleas- 
ant pursuer left me. About eleven o'clock, I called 
at brother Gilman's, and found all had retired to rest. 
One arose, however, unbolted the door, and gave mo 
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,a4lini88ioii. After hearing my introduction, lie coih 
ducted me to the cupboard, and then to a lodging 
with Elder Hinckley, who tarried in the house tk^ 
night. This was my first inteririew with him; and 
the next morning, though a stranger, he pitied my 
weariness, and insisted that I should ride on his foeaat 
a part of the way to Attica, which was twenty-one 
miles. 

At one o'clock, P. M., we entered the meeting, 
and Elder Hinckley shortly after arose on the stand, 
looked around on the assembly with a piercing eye, 
and then said: '^ I was not coming to this place. I 
was going to Clarkson. But the Lord God said to 
roe, 'Attica, — Attica, — Attica;' and I am here, thank 
God." He then sat down. Feeling the cold chills 
pass over me, I looked around and saw tears starting 
from many eyes. About one minute after, he arose 
again and said: '^ It was in the north country, in the 
cold month of January, when the snow was several 
feet deep on the earth, that the Lord God found Jon- 
athan, the atheist, and converted his soul — and the 
leafless trees stretched their arms toward heaven and 
praised Grod." Again, he took his seat; but such 
was the power that attended these words, that nearly 
the whole assembly were in tears. The preaching 
that followed was interesting smd refreshing. Here 
I saw several preachers for the first time, some of 
whom treated me affectionately; others, though they 
used me tenderly, gave me to understand, they 
were doubtful of my being in the path of duty, as they 
feared I had run without being sent. Again I fell 
into a sore trial. For the opinion of preachers hav- 
ing much influence with me, I thought it possible that 
I might have been mistaken respecting duty. The 
query was presented to me: ^' how can it be, that the 
Lord has called you to labour in his vineyard, when se 
many good people believe it not ?" Retiring to a vale, 
I walked on the banks of the Tonewanta, and my 
spirit sunk within me: now again, I became weary of 
my life; and had strong temptations to put a period 
to it. Could I have felt liberty from the Lord to re- 
turn home, my trial would have ceased; but this, 
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I felt forbidden to do. And a monitor Within, 
irtrengthened me to resist temptation, ahd avoid con-^ 
denmation, by resolving to continue in the work; for 
it appeared that I must know my duty for myself; and 
that, as another could not discharge the same, so 
another could not decide upon a case, that was wholly 
between God uid my own soul. So I returned to thd 
quarterly meeting about the time it closed, and spoke 
to those who #ould stay to hear. 

Monday, I held two meetings; iii on^ of which, 
some appeared to be deeply convicted of their lost 
Condition. On the day following, I attended three 
meetings: in one of these-, after soliciting those who 
desired religion, to rise, and promising that I would 
try to pray for them, twenty stood up in the assembly ; 
and several of them by sighs and tears, confessed the 
danger they were in, by living in sin. 

Wednesday, I spoke to an assembly in Benning- 
ton. Th^ Spirit of the Lord was present, to the joy 
•f saints and the Conviction of sinners. At eight the 
next morning, agreeably to appointment, I met a con- 
gregation in Attica. Six were awakened to view their 
k>st con<Htion, aad promised to seek the Saviour. At 
evening in the same neighbourhood, I held a meeting 
that continued till after thr^e o'clock in the morning. 
The Spirit of God was manifest in a marvellous man- 
lier. Saints rejoiced and shouted aloud for joy; sin- 
ners fell to the floor, wept and cried aloud for mercy. 
Having never witnessed such a scene before, I said, 
rashly, within myself, ^ it is confusion ; ' and this 
scripture, ** Our God is not the author of confusion," 
came to my recollection; and in my heart, I con^ 
demned the Work, till several of the mourners spoke 
forth the praises of Crod, before my eyes, and told 
what the Lord had done for thieir souls. Then, after 
eonnidering the subject again, and the accounts in 
sacred writ of certain meetings, where the Spirit of 
the Lord was powerfully manifested, (see Ezra 13: 
12, 13. Acts 2:13 — 37) I could but be convinced it 
was the work of Israel's God. 

I tarried in Attica and Bennington ten days, and 
attended twelve meetings; in which several, for the 
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Ki^t lime, bowed before the Lord and called t^ftonlii^ 
name. Seven profeseed to be brought into the fold 
of Jesus, and several wanderers were reclaimed. Oh 
how glad was my heart, when the Lord looked upoa 
the afflictions of David; and granted him the desire 
of his soul, in permitting his eyes to see the scdvaiioa 
of God. These few souls, which the Lord gave me, 
were dear to my heart, even as children; and^ppear'' 
«d as seals and witnesses, that the Lord had commifiK 
sioned me to declare his word to the sons of men. I 
next ^vent to Sheldon, and attended several meetings; 
in one of which, nearly twenty came forward for 
prayers, and two were soon brought to rejoice in th# 
liberty of the sons of Cod. 

Sunday, May 27, I attended six meetings; two ill 
Sheldon, one in Bennington, and three in Attica. 
The congregations were large and attentive. No un- 
usual occurrence marked these meetings, yet it was 
believed good was done. The next day, I travelled 
twenty-five miles and preached twice. The second 
meeting was in Attica, and continued till two o'clock 
in the morning. Six happy converts were present ^ 
and we sat together in a heavenly place in Christ^ 
Yea, many could say, 

*'* My willing loul would stay in such a frame as this, 
And sit, and sing itself away to everlasting bliss." 

Tuesday, after travelling fifteen miles, I attended 
one meeting; and the day following, preached three 
times. The Lord was present in the assemblies, and 
many rejoiced in bright hopes of a happy immortality. 

Thursday, I walk^ 12 miles, and held three meet- 
ings; and the next day preached in the north part of 
Sheldon. The day following, I went to China, wher^ 
the Erie quarterly meeting was in session. Eldera 
Richard M. Carey and Jeremiah Folsom were pres- 
ent; the preaching, and other exercises were spirit- 
ual and interesting. 

One circumstance at this meeting greatly afiected 
me. Having retired from the assembly a small dis- 
tance, I heard a very singular sound in the barn 
where they were convened, that excited anxiety and 
alarm. I returned in haste; aad on entering tke 
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iiieetiiig, saw a young^man standing before the assem- 
bly in a Ao6d <^ tears; who, by signs and gpsitur^, 
was attempiing to describe the joys of heaven, and 
the horrours of hell. The sound of his voice was in- 
articulate, but varied with his signs to express happi- 
Bess and misery. The whole assembly was deeply 
affected; and, to my astonishment, I found that this 
young man, though deaf and dumb, had opened his 
mouth to persuade the wicked from the way to hell. 
He had lately experienced a hope in God, and reli^ 
ted his experience by signs; showing his fears of pun- 
ishment by looking at the fire, and then pointing 
downward; and his views of heaven, by touching 
things that were bright, or of the colour of gold, and 
pointing upward. He desired and received baptism, 
and became a faithful member of the church. The 
exercises of the meeting appeared to interest him, aa 
much as any one; and, though he could neither hear 
words, nor articulate them, yet he had sounds peculiar 
to exhoriaHon, praytr,' and singing, accompanied by 
suitable gestures. And I understood his public ex- 
ercises had been blessed to the conversion of several. 
This was loud preaching, and many said: ''If the 
LiOrd hath opened the mouth of the dumb, it is time 
for us, who have the use of speech, to confess Christ 
with the mouth unto salvation." 

Sunday, June 4, I went to Concord, appointed a 
meeting, and enjoyed unusual freedom in speaking. 
The day following, I went to Boston, Erie county, 
N. Y. ; and the next morning, at the hour of six, 
spoke to a erowded congregation, where my soul was 
led out into the liberty of the gospel. Six preachers 
were present ; and the hearts of the people seemed 
melted by the presence of the God of Sabbaoth; and 
it was a time that doubtless will be remembered in 
eternity. I went to Nichol's settlement, and in the 
early part of the evening, gave out an appoint- 
ment. The house was soon filled, and we enjoyed a 
solemn waiting before God. Convicting powet touch- 
ed the hearts of some, who, before the exercises closed, 
desired the pcayers of christians. In the morning, I 
held another meeting at the same place, and several 
5 
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covenanted to kne«l and pray thrice a day, for font 
weeks. The day following, I preached in Zoar: this 
was a solemn, refreshing season; and at the close, ar 
number promised to seek the Saviour. Saturday, I 
travelled fifteen miles, and held two meetings; in 
which, twenty-five manifested their desire for the " one 
thing needful,'^ One or two of the number soon pro- 
fessed to find pardon through the blood of the Lamb. 

Sabbath morning, June 10, after speaking to an as- 
sembly in a barn, at the hour of seven, I went to 
Zoar, where a large congregation was present; and 
in declaring the glad tidings of salvation, enjoyed 
much freedom. Here five solemnly covenanted to 
kneel and pray twice a day, for the four weeks ensu- 
ing. Afler preaching again in Nichol's settlement, I 
rode ten miles to Boston, and found a numerous as- 
sembly, who had come out to hear the '^ boy preacher,^* 
the appellation by which I was generally known. The 
Lord gave me confidence, with a good degree of his 
Spirit, and it was a weeping season. Here our hearts 
were made glad ; twenty-five precious awakened souls 
came forward, desiring the prayers of God's children. 
Monday, after walking twenty-seVen miles, I preached 
©nee. Near the close of the meeting, I invited those 
who felt a ne^d of salvation, and desired to obtain it, 
to come forward and bow before the Lord, saying 
I ivould pray' for them; five accepted the invita- 
tion. After visiting and preaching in Sheldon, Ben- 
nington, and Attica, I held a meeting in Pike ; and 
in the same, was publicly opposed by a Universalist ; 
' yet there appeared some good signs. 

I tarried the night with a brother in Christ, whose 
name was Johnson. Soon after rising in the morn- 
ing, the form of my mother suddenly appeared to my 
view, with a pallid countenance, and clad in the ha- 
biliments of death. Before I was aware, turning to 
the family, I said: *' My mother is dead;" and rela- 
ted the impression. For some time previous, she had 
been in my thoughts but little, and the idea that it 
was, or might be so, caused a bitter pang. Though 
fears now troubled me, I hoped they would prove 
groundless. 
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From Pike, I went to Cenferville, and attended a 
meeting, which was truly solemn. Some were awa- 
kened and desired to be remembered at the throne of 
grace. Sunday, June 17, I preached to four large 
congregations, in Rushford and Centerville. The 
power of Emmanuel was present in each meeting, and 
sinners wept as they viewed themselves in the gospel 
glass. The next day, I spoke the word to a solemn 
audience In Pike; and, early in the following day, at 
Six Acre lake. In the afternoon, I was highly fa- 
voured of the Lord, while pointing precious souls to 
the Friend of sinners, at the east part of the town. 
Wednesday, I preached in China; the day after, 
walked thirteen miles in the rain, and attended three 
meetings. My shoes were worn off from my feet; 
iand on reaching the last appointment, I was much 
•wearied; my feet were blistered, and so painful, that 
I was obliged to sit while speaking to the people. 
But amidst my privations and sufferings for the cause 
of Christ, my heart felt that more than double was 
rendered, by seeing one sinner this evening persua- 
ded to turn and live. 

On Friday, I went to a camp meeting in Boston; 
jand being requested,* preached in the evening, and 
tarried the next day. On the Sabbath, feeling con- 
tstrained by the love of Christ and a sense of duty, 
though my feet were still bare, I addressed the peo- 
ple from the stand, and enjoyed good freedom. At 
the close of my discourse, a man who was not a pro- 
fessor, left nearly two dollarij in my hand, and told 
me to purchase a pair of shoes ; but before an oppor-^ 
tunity presented, a pair wa^ given me. 

On Monday, I preached in BuffTiam settlement, 
and in Aurora. In the latter place, a heavenly sea- 
son was enjoyed; fifteen mourning souls promised to 
seek the Lord, and two of them were socXn brought 
to rejoice. The day following, I held a m^'^.eting in 
Wales; the next day, travelled sixteen miles, and 
preached twice. In the latter meeting, two request- 
ed prayers. Thursday, after riding twenty miles, I 
preached once; and* the day following, attended: a 
meeting in Pike, but saw none persuaded to turn ta 
Co4, 
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Sunday morning, July 1, 1821, I went to Center- 
ville. M^umbers had assembled, and I felt great con- 
fidence in declaring the counsel of Heaven. This 
assembly was said to be the largest that had ever 
been in the town, In the after part of the day, about 
four hundred met in Rushford, many having come be* 
tween ten and fifteen miles. I believe the Lord en- 
abled me to come to the people in the fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel of Christ. Many were smitten 
by the sword of the spirit; a revival soon commenced, 
and, as I afterward learned, fifty or sixty professed to 
find Him, of whom Moses in the law and the prophets 
did write. The first of these were brought into liberty 
at a camp meeting. In the evening, I preached again 
at Centerville. The next day, I travelled fifteen 
miles and held two meetings; and the day following, 
preached twice in Pike. 

On the 4th of July, Elder Kendall, a Calvinistic 
Baptist, preached at Centerville; and at the conclo- 
sion of his discourse, I addressed the audience. £1* 
der Kendall made me a considerable present of wear- 
ing apparel ; and offered to give one hundred dollars 
toward a collegiate education, provided I would go 
to Massachusetts and receive the tuition from one of 
his relatives. He also gave encouragement, tiiat the 
whole expense of a support at college should be de* 
frayed. As this would prevent me from travelling to 
declare the glad tidings of salvation, I could not ao 
cept his kind offer. God had sent me to preach his 
gospel; and, from his word, I could not find that he 
had ever permitted one, whom he had thus commis- 
sioned, to leave his work, and go to a seminary oT 
learning. 

Thursday, July 6, I went to a camp meeting in 
Warsaw, where the preachers treated me with cold*.* 
ness. After a stay of one day, having prayed twice 
on the camp ground, <Mie of the ministers reproved 
me for taking up too much of thei time. Feeling de- 
sirous to address the people from the stand, I request- 
ed the privilege, but was denied. During an intern- 
mission on Saturday, while conversing with some in- 
dividuals, and endeavouring to persuade them to l^e 
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r^eonctlei] to God, large numbers crowded to hear, 
till I had not room to turn. Being solicited by some 
of the brethren, I climbed upon a fire stand,"^ and 
commenced delivering my message. Nearly the 
whole assembly gathering around, listened attentive-* 
ly, and many with tears. Soon, one of the preachers 
requested me to be as brief in my remarks, as possi^ 
h\e, and free my mind. Feeling my duty was then 
discharged, I ceased speaking, and the next day left 
the meeting. Having now a chain of appointments 
west of Warsaw, I proceeded thirty-six miles; and 
on Monday preached in Sheldon and Wales. In the 
latter place, it was a time of Emmanuel's power; five 
mourners kneeled, while we called on Him who is 
able and mighty to save. One of the number soon 
found Jesus. On the day after, I preached at Auro-* 
ra; and one, who had been awakened in one of my 
former meetings, was brought into the liberty of the 
sons of God. In the afler part of the day, I spoke to ' 
a congregation in Boston; one sinner was slain, and 
«oon after raided by the great Physician. The day 
following, I preached in Hamburg to a numerous 
.concourse, who appeared to hear for the judgment 
day. 

July 11,1 observed with solemn prayer, it being 
the second anniversary of my baptism. The day was 
pleasant. In the forenoon, I attended a meeting in 
Eden, where the solemnities of the eternal world 
were unveiled, and the arrows i»f the King sharp in 
the hearts of his enemies. Eleven tlTus wounded, 
bowed before the Lord; and while we 4n^plOred his 
'merey, their cries and groans resounded thrdhgh the 
.barn in which we were assembled. After the meet- 
ing closed, as the people seemed very unwilling to 
leave the place, I conversed with several who prom- 
ised to seek God. Addressing a young woman, who 
belonged to the Quakers, I asked her, if she desired 
the religion of the blessed Jesus. She made no reply, 

*Pire stands are about bijl feet high, and constrncted by plfucing seTf 
leral stakes ia the ground, and covering the tops of them first with boards,. 
and then with earth, for the purpose of building fires on thenS) to give 
light, in tba night. »t mm me^wgf* 

5* "■ 
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but unmediately started for home. Conviction M^ 
lowed her, and her distress of mind became so great, 
that she returned in tears; and meeting me, in com** 
pany with several mourning souls, as we were passing 
from the barn to the house, she begged forgiveness 
for leaving me so abruptly, and said, she not only de- 
sired the knowledge of God, but wished me to entreat 
his mercy for her. After entering the house, we 
again called on the name of the Lord. From this 
good hour, a reformation followed, in which several 
Quakers professed to be born again. 

After attending two other meetings, I went to Buf- 
falo, and preached to a numerous congregation in the 
Methodist chapel. Sunday, July 15, I had an ap- 
pointment in a grove at Hamburg; many, attracted 
by curiosity, came out to hear *' the hay;^^ and it was 
said, the assembly was larger than had ever before 
been in that town. I endeavoured to trust in God, but 
did not see so much of his power manifested as my 
heart would gladly have witnessed. In the evening, 
the Lord met with us again in Eden ; and while his 
glory beamed upon us, Zion's children rejoiced with 
exceeding great joy, and sinners wept aloud. Ten 
or fifteen mourners, regardless of worldly vanities, 
were not ashamed to fall on their knees and humbly 
beg for pardon. The next day, I travelled twenty 
miles and preached twice; the day following, walked 
fourteen miles to an appointment in Attica; and on 
Thursday, returned to Eden, a distance of thirty -five 
miles. Here I met a crowded assembly, in whicb 
the power oi the Highest rendered the place both 
awful axid glorious. Many went away mourning for 
their transgressions, and sighing for salvation. A 
conference was h^d in the evening: a large number 
spoke of the dealings of the Lord with them; and 
several declared they would never rest till they should 
find peace to their souls. The awakened became so 
distressed, that near the close their cries were heard 
throughout the assembly. Fifteen united in a circle, 
and bowed with us, while we called on the Lord. 
One or two found peace, and went home rejoicing. 

Friday, July 20, while I was preaching in Boston*, 
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the spirit of the Lord God descended upon us ; and 
the cries of the wounded were heard in every part of 
the congregation. Fourteen manifested their desires 
for salvation, and their resolutions to seek mercy ; and 
two or three were hopefully converted. 

On Saturday, an attack of the chicken pox, brought 
on me the pains of raging disorder. But having ap- 
pointments, I walked ten miles, to Aurora, in much 
distress of body, frequently lying down by the way. 
The next day, being the Sabbath, Elder H., a Cal* 
vinistic Baptist, and myself, undesignedly had ap- 
pointments at the same hour and place. The assem- 
bly was large; and on entering, I took a seat as a 
stranger. Elder H., afler ■ stating, that he under- 
wood a boy, who had been preaching in those parts, 
had an appointment at that place, inquired if any 
one knew where he was. On receiving an answer, 
lie asked me, if I belonged to any church, or had 
credentials. My letter being presented, he read it 
to the assembly, and gave me liberty to preach. I 
loved to preach Jesus, and improving the opportuni- 
ty, enjoyed a precious season. In the afler part of 
the day, I walked nine miles, and preached twice » 
but passed a restless night $ my illness having consid^ 
erably increased. 

On Monday morning, the rain was falling, and my 
strength almost spent; yet an appointment, elevei^ 
noiles distant, called me, and sinners lay near mj 
heart. Afler walking in much distress four milea, 
my strength failed; but borrowing a horse, I reachedf 
my appointment at Vermont hill, both wet and cold. 
The house was filled, and the people were attentive^ 
Their trickling tears bespoke that they felt the melt- 
ii| influence of God's Holy Spirit. Afler the meet-? 
tng dosed, I began conversing with individuals^ 
and asked them, if they desired an interest in Christ. 
^. Some answered, ' they did not at present;' others thai 
* they ' could live without it a little longer:' some said, 
they 'thought rehgion a good thing;' and others, 
they ' would like it well enough.' I asked different 
qnejBtions, relative to the state of their minds ; but 
notwithstanding their tears and treiphiing, Xh^y m- 
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8w«red evasiYely, and no one owning a desir^ for 9hU 
vation, I went to £lder Folsom's, sorrowing and aa^ 
tonished at the obstinacy of sinful man. But as soon 
as the evening came, six or seven, with whom I had 
conversed, came to the house and desired me to praj 
for them. Next morning, I was informed that two or 
three of this number had been in such distress of 
mind, while thej saw the sinfulness of their lives, 
that they neither closed their eyes to sleep, nor lay 
down during the night. At dawn of day, they return- 
ed to my lodging, and others continued to come, tiU 
an hour after sun-rising, when the number was in- 
<}reased to fifleen. I prayed and conversed with 
theis; then bidding them adieu, went to my appoint- 
ment in Boston. Here, the heavens seemed to be 
opened, and the glory of God to fill the house. Pro- 
fessors were revived, wanderers reclaimed, and our 
meeting was crowned with the praises of two or three 
new-born souls. The four days following I laboured 
in Eden and Boston. 

During Hour weeks that had now passed, the power 
of God was frequently manifested in our meetings in 
these towns. While the saints were made to sing 
and shout for joy, the cries of awakened sinners, 
begging for mercy, oflen saluted our ears. Eighteen 
had professed to find pardon through the blood of the 
Lamb. Among this number, was one, in advanced 
life, who for eight years, had attended but one or two 
religious meetings. His curiosity being excited by 
the report, that ' a boy of the age of fifteen, was 
preaching among the people,' he came out to hecur„ 
■looking with a scrutinizing eye at the youth; when^ 
as he afterward stated, the following inquiries were 
suggested to his mind: * If that lad is engaged in the 
cause of religion, and so earnestly desires the weK 
fare of men, as to leave his father's house at this 
tender age, and go among strangers, far away from 
home, to persuade men to be reconciled to God; 
what should I, an old mac, be about? I am living 
in sin in the very evening of life, while he is serving 
God in childhood. ' Conviction reached his heart, and 
never left him, till h« w»s hopefully converted. 
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Joly 2^9, after taking leave of the brethren in Bos- 
ton and Eden, I went to Concord, and held one 
meeting; thence to China and preached once; the 
next day, I visited Centerville, little realizing the 
deep sorrows that awaited me. Being told a letter in- 
the Post Office waited my arrival, the recollection of 
my impression six weeks before at brother Johnson's, 
in Pike, caused me to tremble, and remark, that I 
believed iny mother was no more. 

WAh an agitated step, I hastened to the office^ 
The letter was presented, and a black seal confirmed 
my fears. I paused to prepare for heavy tidings*; 
then opened the letter, and saw the name subscribedl 
vas my father's. After naming the reception of my 
}kst letter, he wrote thus: " You write, ** Dear father 
and mother;" but, O my son, it has become my pain* 
fill duty to inform you, that your mother is no more 
with us. A sudden attack of the quick consumptioa 
confined her on the 16th of May, 1821, and she d^ 
parted this life on the 29th of the same month.*' 
That which I had feared, now came upon me. I 
could read no further; the tender ties were rent 
asunder. I retired, that my heart might bleed its 
anguish. When the first impulse of grief had a little 
subsided, I read my letter, and with subsequent in- 
formation, gathered the following particulars. 

My parents, after the burning of their dwelling, 
prepared a neighbouring cottage for their abode, into 
which they gathered a few things, till a house my 
father had purchased, should be removed to the place 
they had selected. Shortly after, my mother, having 
no candles, seated herself in the door of the cottage 
one evening, to repair garments for the family by 
moon-light. The next morning, she found she had 
taken cold, and said to my father: *' I am ill, and I 
shall die. Our cottage is uncomfortable, and I will 
go to one of the neighbour's and there end my days." 
But he, supposing their late affliction had cast a 
gloom over her mind, and that ill health had discour« 
aged her, hoped she would soon recover, and be res^ 
tored to her usual cheerfulness. She went to the 
bouse of Mr. W., apparently without serious symp* 
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toms of a course of sioknesfl; and said, '* I ktn not 
well, and have come to your house to be sick and 
die." Mr. W., surprised at the remark, kindly re- 
plied, '* You are welcome to my house; but I trust 
you mistake in expecting death.'' The same day she 
took her bed, and seemingly closed her eycte upon the 
world. Though not yet attacked violently, she said, 
she should no more arise. My father proposed to 
call a physician. She replied, ** It will do no good; 
but if it will afford you any satisfaction I am willing." 
Mr. M. a skilful physician attended, and at first did 
not consider her case alarming ; but soon her destiny 
appeared to be unalterably fixed. 

My brother Friend, while sitting by her, said; •*! 
cannot bear the thought that you should now die and 
leave us." She calmly replied; ** My son, nearly 
forty-five years have I spent in this world of tribula- 
tion. We commenced in comfortable circumstances, 
•with fair prospects of the future ; but once have been 
stripped of all,— twice our dwelling has been consum- 
ed. Life has been a continued series of disappoint- 
ments, and now I am nearly through all my sorrows. 
The Lord is about to take me to himself; and O, my 
child, how can you wish me to stay here any longer." 
My brother, bursting into tears, could say no more ; but 
retired in secret to vent his grief. Rosanna, an only 
slaughter, of the age of seven; and the youngest, a 
son of five years, having heard her say she should 
die, went several times each to her bed, weeping and 
flaying, ** Mamma, I don't want you should die." Al- 
ways, before this, when confined by sickness, or ex- 
f>ecting the approach of death, she had expressed 
much affection for her children, and concern for their 
welfare; but now, it seemed that a view of death, 
and discovery of eternity, had banished anxiety and 
absorbed natural affection. Though she had always 
been a tender mother, now the only reply to her in- 
nocent babes was, ** Go away.'* Being frequently 
asked if she did not wish to see David, her repeated 
answer was, ** JVb." Once, in reply to the same 
question, she said: '* You may think it strange that 
I say no; but it is because he is engaged ih the cause 



of Christ, which I do not wish him to leave to visit 
Qie. I am going home ; he will soon finish his work 
and follow me.'* 

On the morning of the ^8th of May, her physician, 
»fler giving some directions concerning her medicine, 
said he must leave, hut would call again the next day. 
She replied, "You need not come; for it will bo 
useless: if you come to-morrow, you will find me a 
corpse." At one o'clock, P. M., she became speech-* 
less, and the pains of death began. Several times, 
my father desired her to press . his hand, if she felt 
confident of her acceptance with God. This she^con- 
tinued to do as oflen as requested, until her strength 
80 failed, that she could only stretch her hand a little. 
Her distress was very great ; but at the hour of four, 
the next morning, her Saviour called — ^she loft her 
pain and anguish — and exchanged this world of sor- 
row, this vale of tears, I trust, for a world of glory 
and immortal bliss. 

Another little circumstance touched my heart. The 
dollar that I sent back afler the house was burned, 
was used toward purchasing her grave apparel. O, 
how distant was the thought, when I received that 
dollar from my mother, and returned it, that this 
would be its application! 



CHAPTER V. 

Parli€%Ua/r$ of i»y Mours, and other occurrences, from 
July, 1821, to J^ovember foUovmg, 

£jUD£R Kendall kindly gave me the use of a horse 
to visit our bereaved family. On the morning of Au- 
gust 2, 1821, I proceeded on the journey, which was 
130 miles^— -and on the evening of the fourth, arrived 
at my father's dwelling. But, O how gloomy! All 
thftt met my sight was marked with change. The 
house I left was gone,' and another erected on other 
ground. The mantle of night' had cast its shade 
around: I knocked at the door, but all was silent aa 
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the house of death. Receiving no answer, I entered, 
and found my younger brother sleeping by the fire. 
Upon awaking him, he burst into tears, and exclainH 
edf * O, David! is this you? mamma is dead!" After 
informing me, that my father and eldest brother had 
gone a few miles from home, he conducted me to the 
chamber, where the two youngest children were in bed. 
Awaking from sleep, Rosanna threw her arms 
around my neck, and with much grief cried, '* Mamma 
is dead." Jeremiah also told me the same, as though 
the tidings were new. This was a heart-touchiiu| 
scene. Soon my father and brother returned; but O 
how empty and solitary the house appeared ! Death 
seemed engraven on the walls, and on all things 
around. Together we bowed before the Lord, when 
a remembrance of the solemn scene on the morning 
of our separation, caused my heart a bitter pang. Our 
number was less than at that time, — ^that voice^ which 
then so fervently implored the mercies of Heaven at 
the family altar, we heard not. Alas! it was silent 
and mute in death. Memory, faithful to its office, 
brought to mind the excellent counsel and erophatica) 
warnings, my dear mother had given me, accompa* 
nied by the painful assurance that they could never 
again be repeated. The next morning was the Sab* 
bath. I arose early, and viewed in solemn silence 
the surrounding scenery. The ruihs of the old house 
brought the recollection of departed years; but an- 
other spot met my eye. It was where I last beheld 
the form of my departed mother. O, how dreary and 
desolate all creation appeared! With bitterness I said, 
^* all below is vanity." 

We repaired te the house of worship. The empty 
seat in the carriage, and the vacant place in the house 
of God, told us, in silent language, that death had be* 
reaved us; and pointed to the dark confines of the 
4omb. After the morning service, in company with 
my father and family, I walked to the '* congregation 
of the dead;" there I gazed on the mound, beneath 
which rested the body of my mother, and watered it 
with my tears. But my heart was not without oon-^ 
solation; I rejoiced in the midst of sorrow; for I 



thought, " BieBsed arc! the dead that die in the Lord^." 
Here erhe rests in peace. No more the toils of life, 
the afflictions and woes of this land of pain and death, 
assail her.' She rests in the bosom of that Saviour, 
who on earth was so dear to her, and whose cause 
was so precious to her heart. Though I deeply felt 
and mourned my loss, yet, while I knew it was her 
eternal gain, for her, I could rejoice. In a little time, 
I shall finish my work and follow her. AAer wan-* 
dering a little longer in the earth, warning sinners 
and weeping over them, I shall Vest from my labours, 
and rejoin her to sing praises to God and the Lamh 
fop ever. Bidding adi^u to her peaceful grave, I en- 
deavoiured in the afternoon, with feelings of great so« 
lemnity, to point sinners to the Saviour. 

After a stay of four days in Junius, duty called for 
my departure. Bidding my father and brothers fare- 
well, on the 9th of August, they went to their labour, 
and ray little sister sat alone in the house. Just as I 
was ready to leave, she burst into tears, and said^ ''O, 
David, don't leave me. It is very lonesome here 
since inamma died." It seemed as though my heart 
would break. « I tried to console her, and quiet her 
grief, telling her, it was for poor sinners that I left 
her; they were going down to death, and the Lord 
had made it my duty to warn them. This was a try- 
ing hour; but committing her to the care of Heaven, 
I proceeded to Wayne, where the Benton quarterly 
meeting was to be holden, on the 11th and 12th of the 
month. The meeting was- highly favoured from the 
presence of the Lord. Four were hopefully convert- 
ed; wanderers canfessexl their backslidings ; and sev- 
eral went to their hcmies inquiring the way to Zion. 

Monday, after riding forty miles to Bristol, to at- 
tend an appointment previously left with a landlady for 
eircuiation, I found she had not given it notice. She 
said, she believed me an impostor, and had not ex- 
pected my return. But,, notwithstanding I had re- 
turned according to agreement, she was then unwil- 
ling I should preach- in her house. Being destituta 
of monby, much fatigued, and faint with hunger, hav« 
ing ate nothing during the day's Journey, I requested 
6 
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some food, but it was refined: thfen asking soiile^ftiteg 
for my horse, this also was refused. So leavilig her^ 
I rode about two miles, made application for a lodg-^ 
ing, which was granted, and my necessities ktn^ 
relieved. The next day I rode thirty miles to an ap-i 
pointment in Perry; and the day following to Cen** 
terville, rettimed the horse I hitd borrowed, and in 
the evening, attended a meeting; Thursday and Fri* 
day I walked thirty-six miles to Bethany, iuid preach** 
ed once by the way* 

On Friday, Aug. 11, 1821, I had the satisfiietioit 
of being present lit the organization of the Holland 
Purchase Yearly Meeting. Three quarterly meet- 
ings, viz: Bethany, Erie, and Benton, united by del- 
egation; and the following particulars concerning 
their rise and numbers at that period, were presented!' 

Bethany quarterly meeting was the first of the FreeK 
Will Baptist connexion organized in the state of N. 
York. It Was gathered in 1813, through the ioK 
strumehtality of Elder Nathaniel Brown, a faithfiil 
Ininister of Christ, whd left his brethren in Strafford^ 
Vennont, ftbotit the year 1810. At this time, it con- 
sisted of thirteen ehttrehes, which numbered five hun^ 
dred and forty-eight members, nine elders^ and six 
unofdained preachers; 

Eri6 tjuarterly meeting was orj^anized from th«f 
Bethahy qtiarterly meeting, about the yekr 1818. it 
now had eight churches; which consisted of three 
elders, four unordained preachers, and one hundredl 
and hinety-eight members. 

Benton quarterly meeting was gathered by Elder 
Zabiilon Dean, about the year 1818. At this time, 
it Consisted of six chiirches^ containing one'himdred 
and twenty-two hieinbers, five elders, and three un- 
ordained preachers. 

Total number iii the Yearly Meeting, seventeen 
elders, thirteen unordained preachers, and eight hun-^ 
dred and sixty^eighi members. 

On Saturday, a good season was ^njoyedi On thc^ 
Babbath, a numerous assembly was present. Sermon^ 
were delivered by Elders Israel Crkw, Jonathan N. 
Hilickley, Jonas Parmenter, and Josiah Folrier; and 
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Wother ¥7 J. Smith. Elisfaa Coilins was here or- 
dained an evangelist. The preaching was very in- 
struetive and refceshing. On an evening of thi? 
meeting, I attended worship where several preachers 
were present, and gave an^ exhortation ; but being a 
stranger, the people, as they dispersed, lefl me alone 
in the school-house, which some one locked. My 
Master declared at one time, that he '' had not where 
to lay his head;" when I thought of my comfortable 
shelter, my mind was composed: and placing two or 
ihree benches together, I laid myself on them and fell 
into a sweet slumber. In the meantime, a person who 
was not a professor, after he had gone a mile toward 
home, knowing I was locked in the house, felt unea* 
sy, and obtaining the key, returned, and awoke me, 
and would have me go to his house. There I was 
kindly entreated. 

From Bethany, I went to Wales and Boston, and 
preached in each town; then returning home, attend- 
ed two meetings by the way. I tarried in Junius 
about three weeks,* held fifteen meetings, and met 
with considerable opposition. My trials were great; 
^ut the words of Christ, Matt. 13:57, <' A prophet is 
not without honour, save in his own country," en- 
couraged me to walk in the path of obedience; be- 
lieving that if God had called me to preach his word, 
he would uphold me in the day of trouble ; and that 
amid all the changes of life, his grace would be suffi- 
cient for those who put their trust in him. One man 
gave notice that he would provide a handful of whips 
at my next meeting, and would give a gallon of whi»- 
key to any one that would wear them out on me. 
Sickness immediately confined him, so that at my next 
meeting, he was unable to attend. One of his chil- 
dren was taken ill about the same time, and died in a 
few days. How great is the care God hath of his 
ehUdren! — Not a hair shall fall to the ground without 
his notice. I understood that, at another time, some 
of the planks were removed from a bridge, over which 
I was expected to pass in the evening. The ''Guide 
of my youth" turned my feet another way, and thus 
preserved me bom the snare of my enemies. A mem- 
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ber of the church told me, my foes were intending- 1^ 
lie in wait when I went away, and take my life. O 
that God may not lay these sins to their charge; but 
in mercy give them to see the folly of their ways. 

About this time, I felt considerable desire to be- 
come acquainted with English Grammar; but as I 
could not, in good conscience, leave the work unto 
which God had appointed me, to attend a school, I 
reasoned with myself thus: — If men have had suffi- 
cient genius to form and arrange the rules of lan- 
guage, and the experience and learning of ages have 
presented them in a style, plain and familiar, cannot 
a knowledge of this science be obtained without going 
to school? The continued dropping of water wiU 
wear even a stone; by resolution and perse ver« 
ance, any thing within the sphere of man, may be 
accomplished. And as a knowledge of grammar 
might greatly extend my usefulness, I concluded that, 
if life continue, I can, and will obtain this science* 
Yet I had no grammar, nor money to purchase one. 
But, as one day's labour on the canal, that was near, 
would furnish me with the money, I went to a marsh 
west of Montezuma, and engaged in pumping water. 
Soon, one of the labourers acposted me thus: " What! 
you jj[t work on the canal? I thought you spent your 
whole time in preaching." Telling him the occasion 
of my being thus engaged, he seemed touched, and 
gave me a shilling; then called on his comrades to 
show a like favour. They soon gave me money 
enough for my desired object, and dismissed me, re- 
questing that I should preach to the workmen the 
ensuing evening. Accordingly I complied, and en- 
joyed the presence of God; but I understood that 
some of the wicked labourers had designed to whip 
me, and that others, learning this, had determined to 
defend me by force. This, however, they had no oc- 
casion to do; for the Lord protected me, and I was 
permitted to return to Junius in peace. 

Having now obtained a book, I commenced the 
study of grammar; and occasionally received some 
instruction from friends, that I met with in my subse* 
quent travels. I studied while travelling on the road^ 
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fbr hundreds of miles; and at length, measurably suc^ 
ceeded in my desired object. 

During my stay in Junius, I was called to witness 
a solemn scene. A neighbour, who resided near, had 
stated, that soon after the burial of my mother, a 
noise was heard in the burying ground like the open- 
ing of a grave. The mound also over her had sunk 
much below the surface of the surrounding earth. 
From these circumstances, we feared that her body 
had been taken away, and concluded to open her 
grave. Our family and a few others were present on 
the occasion. After prayer, our friends proceeded 
to open the silent mansion ; and with a trembling heart, 
I waited the solemn sight. If the coffin should be 
empty, this must give us unpleasant feelings; and if, 
'•n the other hand, the remains of the tender parent 
should be found, I knew this would be a sight, from 
which my feelings must shrink with horrour. The lid 
was raised; and a human form appeared. At first, I 
could hardly believe it was that of my mother. But 
reflection convinced me, that this was the remains of 
that tender mother, whom I left in health only the 
spring before. But O, the change ! The cofHn was 
half full of dark water, that appeared once to have 
entirely covered the bof^. The face had the oi»lour 
of dark earth; the flesh had fallen away from the 
cheeks, leaving the teeth bare ; and her eyes had sunk 
deep in their sockets. Her arms had sunk in the 
body, till they were nearly level with its surface. 
While gazing on these remains, I exclaimed within 
myself: O, my God! is this my mother! Are those 
the arms that embraced me in infancy!-— those the 
eyes that wept over me! — is that the bosom to which, 
in childhood, I was tenderly pressed! As an un- 
pleasant effluvia compelled me to turn away, I said 
of the dust, * thou art my mother.' And the thought 
rushed upon me with great solemnity; 'this is a 
looking-glass for me. Thus it will soon be with 
me, and with all the living. But Her spirit is not 
here; it has fled beyond the limits of mortality.' 
The coffin being again clbsed, and the graved filled 
up, we retired firom the instructive scene, while 
6* 



6€ A RBLIQIOVS NX&RATtTB. 

solemn reflections of the resurrection gave me grevt 
consolation. 

September 19. my father kindly purchased me a 
hor&e, and allowed me six months to make the pay- 
ment. The next morning, I lefl home for Manlius, 
and rode twenty miles, without a saddle, then lefl my 
horse in Elbridge; and the day following, walked 
twenty-six miles and held one meeting, in which 
sinners wept, and saints rejoiced. One mourning 
soul cried to God, and soon after found peace in 
Jesus. 

Sunday, ^. A large number assembled at the 
place of my appointment. The Lord gave me bold- 
ness to. speak in his name, and his Spirit attended the 
word. Many, who came, expecting the ** boy," like 
Sampson, would only make sport for them, wept pro- 
fusely. In the afternoon, I preached at Manlius fyar 
corners, to several hundred. The Master of asseni- 
blies presided and Zion rejoiced. Sinners were prick- 
ed in the heart ; and inviting those who were desirous 
of salvation to manifest it by rising, my heart leaped 
with joy, to behold thirty rise in the assembly. Sev- 
eral of them wept bitterly; and eight or nine never 
rested', till Jesus appeared to them the chiefest among 
ten thousand, and the one altogether lovely. Three 
dollars were given me in this place, for which I thank- 
ed God. Monday, I walked twenty-eight miles, and 
preached in Gettysburg and Elbridge. 

After this, I accompanied Elder Craw to Lysan- 
der, Oswego, and Scriba. We attended meetings in 
each place; in the latter, some appeared sensible of 
their danger, and promised to seek the Lord. Sun- 
day, Sept. 30, I rode ten miles, and preached at the 
Oswego falls, from the word ^* Fire;" and indeed, felt 
the word shut up like fire in my bones. The next 
day I spoke to an attentive audience in Camilius, and 
the day following retnm«d to Junius. 

My father's dwelling was more lonely than ever; 
my sister and youngest brother having been commit>^ 
ted to the care of strangers, thil-ty miles from home. 
With me, Junius had lost much o£ its power to delight. 
The ties which had made it dear to my heart, were 



A RELIGIOUS NAARATlVt. 67 

nearly all rent asunder. The places, wher6 I had 
formerly enjoyed the society of my relatives, were 
BOW empty, and called up bitter recollections. 

Ailer a short stay in Junius, and holding a few 
meetings, I again visited the Holland Purchase, and 
enjoyed some favoured seasons, while pointing sin- 
ners to the Saviour. During my visit, I attended the 
£rie' quarterly meeting, holden in the town of Hol- 
land, on the third and fourth of Nov., 1821. On the 
Sabbath, Elder N. Brown preached from 2 Cor. 5: 
14, ** For the love of Christ constraineth us ; because 
we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all 
dead." J. Smith delivered another discourse, from 
Rev. 16:2, "And I saw as it were a sea of glass min- 
gled with fire ; and them that had gotten the victory 
over the beast, and over his image, and over his 
mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the 
sea of glass, having the harps of God.'' Both of 
these discourses were interesting, and some good de- 
gree of the Spirit was present. 

After visiting and preaching in Bostcm, I returned 
to Junius, and arrived at my father's on the 13th of 
November. 



CHAPTER VI. 

Jlfi^ jowney to ^eW'-Hampshire, 

From a constant perusal of the Religious Informer^, 
a periodical published by one of our preachers in 
New-Hampshire, I became much attached to many 
in New-England. An anxiety had, for months, been 
increasing in my mind to see these brethren who had, 
many of them, been long in the holy war, and borne 
the burden in the heat of the day. I wished to observe 
their spirit and manners, and learn instruction from 
them. Believing such an opportunity would be use- 
ful to me, and having made it a subject of prayer, I 
now thought duty called me to visit the brethren in 
that country^ 
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Aecordmglj, after a stay of an hour and a half at 
my father's, on Tuesday, the Idth of Nov., I com- 
menced the journey. My temporal prospects were 
discouraging. I had a young horse, no saddle, great 
coat, or money; and was going among strangers, a 
distance of more than four hundred miles. But be- 
ing bound in spirit to go thither, I beliered the Lord 
would provide for me. At evening, I attended a 
meeting on the island west of Montezuma. The 
next day, I crossed the toll bridge at Montezu^ 
ma, promising to pay the tax on my return. At Bru- 
tus, I held a meeting, and there met Moses Manrow, 
who desired to accompany me to New-Hampg^ire. 
He also was destitute of money. 

Thursday, we attended my appointment in Elbridge. 
The next morning, we came to a turnpike gate in 
Camillus ; and after telling the gate keeper my situa- 
tion and business, I requested a free passage. Being 
-denied, I offered my hat, coat, or shoes, for security. 
He replied, he wanted the money; but afler detaih- 
ing me half an hour, let me pass, with a charge nev- 
er to come to that gate again with a horse and no 
money. Proceeding ten miles, I preached a little 
east of Nine mile Point, at 9 o'clock, A. M. The 
assembly heard attentively, and seemed not entirely 
indifferent to " life's only great concern." At 3 o - 
clock, P. M., I spoke to a congregation in Gettys- 
burg, and in the evening to one in Syracuse. The 
day following, we went to Manlius, and enjoyed a 
precious season in a prayer meeting. 

Sunday, Nov. 18, i spoke to two assemblies, in 
which the benign influence of the Holy Spirit was 
fek. On the next day, at a meeting in OrviUe, some 
appeared to feel the need of salvation: in the even- 
ing, I preached at Manlius Square, to a very atten- 
tive audience. The day following, to an assembly in 
Pompey, where a few shiUings were given to enable 
me to pass the gates. The ensuing evening we met 
a congregation in the south part of the town; and'^ion 
the day after proceeded fifteen miles, and spent the 
evening in a Methodist prayer meeting. The next 
morning, at 7 o'clock, I preached in Christian hoHow. 
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Here I met with unexpected embarrassmeHt ; fdr, by 
some means, I had lost the record of my appointments 
in a strange land. The most I knew of them, was, 
Ihey were in a southern direction. Afler proceeding 
twenty miles, I found that I had missed two; and 
then obtained information of four others. 

Friday, we came to a grave yard, where the congre- 
gation was attending to the burial of a young woman, 
who only the Tuesday previous was in the bloom of 
health. She remarked, while standing before the 
glass, broidering her hair, she intended to go to 
school the whole wuiter. In a few minutes, she felt 
the attacks of disorder; and in thirty-six hours, bid 
the world adieu. During this short illness, she bit- 
terly lamented the misimprovement of her time. But 
two weeks previous, she attended a gay party, and 
joined in the dance ; but now, when death was sum- 
moning her to appear before her Judge, with grief, 
she said, *' O, that I had spent that time praying to 
God!" She then called her parents to pray for her. 
This they had often done, and also counselled her to 
prepare for the solemn change ; but her ears had 
been deaf to all their entreaties; for she thought, 
that as she was in the morning of life, she had time 
enough yet to attend to religion. Now she regretted 
her refusal of the friendly counsel, and said: '^Othat 
ail young people were present, that I might warn 
them not to do as I have done I O tell them from me, 
when I am dead, not to live in sin, as I have.'^ Ju^ 
before her eyes closed in death, she exclaimed, *' I 
am going to receive my everlasting fate! I am going 
to dwell with devils!" After her burial the people 
retired to a house ; and as their expected preacher 
had not arrived, being requested, I addressed them a 
few minutes, concerning the mortality of man, and 
the necessity of being prepared for the awful change 
of death. After praying with them, we proceeded 
to my appointment in Truxton. The next day I 
preached thrice; a friend gave me a great coat^ 
which, though considerably worn, was gladly received. 

Sunday, Nov. 26, I attended worship in Truxton, 
wkejre two or three were awakened, and kneeled for 
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prayer. A revival foHowed, in which several 
added to the ranks of Zion. Leaving Truxtoii^ I 
preached in De Ruyter village ; and the next day pro* 
ceeded twenty miles to Murray and Lebancm, and 
there held four meetings. Going next to Plainfield, 
I enjoyed the privilege of speaking to a congregation^ 
composed chiefly of young conv^ts. The children 
of God had been gladdened by a glorious ref<mEnatioB 
in the towns of Plainfield and Wii^ld, in which ma* 
ny had learned the song of Zion. Saturday, I en- 
joyed a refreshing season with the Seventh day 
Christians. Here an invitation was given me to 
preaeh in Brookfield. As it was eight miles from mj 
intended course, I at first declined; but being much 
Importuned, I finally sent an appoinftmeiit for the next 
Tuesday. Sabbath, Dee. 2, I preached in the Free 
JCommunion Baptiet meetinghouse; in the evening, 
on the Cherry Valley turnpSce, and the next . day at 
ft school-house. 

Tuesday, at the house of brother SuMIvan Gardner 
.in Brookfield, I addressed a considerable number g£ 
people from Geo. 3:19, *' Dust thou art, and ualo 
dust shalt thou return." Many, touched by the powr 
er of God, wept, and five sin*sick souls bowed at 
Mercy^s altar. Feeling an impression of duty, I 
made a second appointment at the York school-house. 
Several hundred attended: the Lord led my aoul oat 
into the deep waters, and by his Spirit, faatened eea*- 
viction in many hearts. A good prospect of revival in 
Brookfield now appeared, and I was in doubt whether 
it were duty to stay, or to proceed on my joumej;. 
But, remembering a proimse I made, after leaviag 
the reformation in Boston and Eden, which stopped 
eoon after, that if the Lord would make me instnit- 
m^ital of one more revival, I would not leave it till 
sensible it was his will, I concluded to tarry a little 
eeason; and I requested my heavenly Father, if k 
was my duty to stay, and if mine eyes should there 
|iee his salvation, that, for a witness of the same, he 
would convert two souls before the close of that week. 
Dec. 9, one was converted, and testified what God 
had done for his soul; and before the week closed^ 
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inollMr was brought iato^^ fold of Jestis. Tkis de«< 
ttred witness satisfying me as to duty^ I continueil 
my laboUis. On Dec. 12, one more was converted^ 
and the .number of moumenD increased. 

But now the enemy €fi all righteousness^ seeing bi^^ 
ki^dom invaded, «ad his servants deserting his 
standard, rallied his forces. In their opposition, they 
lased for weapons, ignorance, pi'ejudice, bigotry, sn* 
perstition, and falsehood. Scandalous reports were 
cireulated, concerning me and the subjects of* 
Ihtt reformation. But the Captiiin of our salvatioit 
Ibught for his people, and sufiered not his work to be 
hindered by the open enemies of the cross. In oui' 
meeting on the 19th of the month, several ridiculed 
the religion of Jesus; yet the season Was solemn to 
jraony, end some cried for mercy. One young man^ 
wiu> was thoughtless and disorderly in the early part 
of tihe meeting, was cut to the heart, while witnessing 
the tears of christians, whose prayers Were raised to) 
Heaven in his behalf. When conviction, which he 
Ihen ealled '*a nognlar feelmg,^^ sunk into his heart, 
inmediately he left the house for home — returned-^ 
set out again— returned again^-^aod €ioming to me, 
desired my prayers for his poor soul. I bowed with 
him and supplicated Heaven's merey. He appeared 
te be a- very humble penitent, cried fervently to God| 
for mercy, and soon after Was happy in the Saviour 'el 
love. 

On the evening of Dec. ^, we emoyed a heavenly 
season in the courts of our God. I delivered a dis-^ 
eourse to several hundred, and afterward a large* 
BSHnber spoke of the goodness of God : dthers anx- 
ioualy desired salvation, and raised their petitions tor 
the Lord for a pardim of their sins. Aiid before- thel 
eioae of the meeting,^ which was at two ni the morn-^ 
ing, sevisn, who thus wept and mourned were brought 
to fejetce, and give glory to God. 

January 1, 1822. About fifteen had professed faith 
in Christ. I had now been travelling one year to 
preach the gospel. A mingled cup of joy and sorrow 
had been my portion. My greatest sorrow ^d been, 
Id see poor sinnieni slight the Saviour; and by their 
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wretchedness. I had enjoyed peace of mind, in ima«> 
ing and weeping over them; and feeling encouraged 
by the success God had given my labours, I .det«a« 
mined to spend my life on the walls of Zion. 

The work of reformation continuing, I genmndly 
held from seven to ten meetings in a week. At the 
York school house, there were usually from three t^ 
five, and sometimes s«ven hundred people. CbMse^ 
afler preaching a full atonement, and free salvation^ 
I was opposed by a -Calvinistic preacher. But wa 
afterward enjoyed heavenly refreshing; and the oooh 
verts, in a very affecting manner, frequently spokv 
of the goodness of the Lord. , In an evening meetinifv 
sixty witnessed for God afler sermon ; and declared^ 
that they were resolved, through grace, to persevere 
in obedience to the commands of the dear Redeemfirs 
Many of their testimonies were in the spirit, and m 
quick succession. But in the. latter part of January, 
this happy state of things seemed a little changed. 
Certain professed ministers of the Prince of Peat^ 
came into the vicinity of the revivd, and preaelked 
their doctrines. A party spirit followed, and hinder- 
ed the work. From a conviction of duty, I withdrew 
my appointments from the York school-4iouse, and 
went into the north and northeast |mrts of the tows.^' 
Here, .sinners began to cry for merey, and the roliaifm^ 
ation spread. Jan. 18, at a meeting in Grordon's.set* 
tlement, afler I had related what God had d<me for 
my soul, five or six arose and said, that within a week - 
past, they had found Jesus. ' 

Jan; 19. Having laboured under much trial os 
account of a trifling spirit, which frequently influenc** 
ed my conversation and deportment, I resolved to l^t 
and continue in prayer, hoping to obtain victory cnrer 
t^is sinful propensity. With this resolution, I went 
to Eaton; where Elder J. Shaw, a preacher of the* 
Six Principle Bttpiists^ had solicited an appointment, 
hoping the warnings' of a youth of sixteen, might 
touch the hearts of his children; for none of them had 
yet been converted. I held two meetings in that town,,- 
and felt much of the solemn power of God. The 
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•fiont of truth attended ^ke word to the hearts ot the 
pe^e. A few wcire awakened, who covenanted to 
seek the Lord, and were soon happy in the smiles of 
Die Sfiviour. Their testimonies were hlessed to the 
awakening of others, and this good work continued, 
till about fifty or sixty were hronght into the fold of 
Christ. Among these, according to the hope of EI- 
4er Shaw, I think, were two or three of his children. 
Leaving Eaton the saiae day, I held ti meeting at the 
Baptist Seminary in Hamilton. Oh the next eve- 
ning, I preached in Brookii^; and then, hnving 
fiuiled fiflty^ve honrs, and feeling mnch blessed and 
strengthened of the Lord, I received food. After 
this, I held several meetings, in which the power of 
Crod was manifested. 

' ^x weeks had now passed, since I first came to 
Bio(^field;-^iB this time, thirty-five or forty profess- 
ed to he bom again. I also preached fi'equently in 
other pla!cesv partiealarly in Plainfield^ and at times 
feh much ^ef '^e presence and spirit of God. In this 
town, also, a few were converted, and a number of 
wanderers retamed to the fold of Christ. 

At the close of a meeting, I spoke tq a young wo- 
man of the important of being prepared to meet Grod ; 
but she treated both me, and the soiemn subject of 
which I sp(^e, with a degree of contempt that I nev- 
er- saw equalled hy 6ne of her age and sex. Solemn 
impressaotts concerning her situation, filled my mind 
with awful weight; and I said to her, I greatly fear\ 
^|fo» d>o 'not tepeid, Cr9d wiU take you from fn^ie in less 
than a year. In about eight months &om this, as she 
waa spinning at her wheel, near mid-day, apparently 
in health, the band of distress was laid upon her. 
She left her wfaeel'^^retired io the bed-^and in fifteen 
numites was let corpse! Thus was she snatched away 
without 9Xi hour's warning. O, how sudden! how 
shocking to h^r phrents and relatives! To them, as 
Well as to her, whieit a change of scene is presented— 
and how quick the transition! The daughter that a 
few moments be&re, they saw in health, now li^s cold 
in death.«*^T^e wheel at which she wa» busied, is 
still in its plac;e, unmoved; — and- the roll that was in 
7 
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her hand, atill hanj^s from the npuMe. ite jg;lty-»*tf0 
thoughtless f^— From this take warning/ knd dare ttot 
to trifle with your God! 

M. ManroW was with me in Brookfield most of tk^ 
time, and generally gave an exhortation at meetkigs; 
though sometimes he itiade separate appointttient0j 
His labours seemed to be iisef«l; but, with pain, I 
discovered that he wks unstable, aad trifling in hii 
conversation. He received my reproofs kkidly, aftd 
oft with tears. And viewing his soul, and his gills 
precious, I fblt to treat him tenderly, hoping he woiM 
overcome the follies of his youth. B«t as he was 
more ready to hear rtfroofj than t0 reform; I soriie<» 
tim^s regretted that he had bbtain^d my tomeni to 
travel with me. 

An old sleigh and tVo or three dollats were giilseiii 
us in Brookfield. Iii the latter part of January,' ta^ 
king leave of the converts, wi^ proceeded to Hard*^ 
wick] there hfeld siE^veral meetings in ibh Ckrisliaat 
meetitig-house, and one in the UniVentolist In th^ 
latter, was a larse and attentive asseinbly ; «6ttie w«pe 
very solemn ; others opposed,, and 4^rwiirds, as I 
was informed, threatened to beat m^. After holiing 
several other meetings in Hardwiek, ind ernjoytag 
good seasohs, we attended a ineeting in Canajohurrie 
£ight eaine forward for ptayer. One proniised tkt 
kneel and pray thriee a da^ for five we^lu; Who, to- 

f ether with severtil others, was sooncoiiTert^d. Hese 
discovered iny horse wa^ sick ; but Hot having 'toM^ 
ey to get hitn kept in the place, we proceeded etowfy 
twelve miles to Charlestown, and held one Aeetii^. 
Then, leaviiig my horse in the cdre of a gdod m^ax, 
we pursued bur journey on foot. 

Feb. 1, wfe walked to Rotterdi^; and the next day 
attended mbeting with the Methodists in SefaenectiidTC. 
We went home with the prekcher; hod I desired to 
leave ah appointment at hik ehapbl, tb attend on ^my 
return. After examining ^y credentials, and ecai' 
suiting some of his society, he told me, they had coa* 
eluded, as I was a boy, and could not injure the house, 
to grant me the privHege. Proceeding eastward, we 
crossed the Hudson, passed through Troy, a^id ar** 
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SeiAg- requested to bold a meeiting, immediate notice 
was giireii, and about thirty collected, to whom I 
«poke With freedom. 

■: lo the merQing we pursued our way,; but my mind 
was in great trial, from the singular and irreligious 
4l^M>rtaieBt of the youth who accompanied me. His 
4evity scmoied daily to increase; and I now despaired 
4»f uny reform, for reproof wgs in vain. And I wept, 
49«t oflly fef his sou], but for my own misfortune, in 
l^tvtag faUen into company that was worse than use- 
less. Ailer consider ation, I told him my grievances, 
moA my wish to separate. This he refused ; saying, 
^' I can travel as fast, or as slow as you can, and I 
will go with you to Andover, N. H. It will be use- 
less for you to coatend with me, as this will only 
^ose the hearts of strangers." I attempted to sepa- 
rate from him, but he prevailed. So being a stranr 
^er, and without friends, I had to submit to his will, 
{»«infttl as it was, and patiently bear with him, till the 
wiay »]»diild open for qty deliverance. We tarried 
tk» eiisukig oight in Bennington, Vt, ; the ne^ d^/i 
croMng the Green mountains, we waded through a 
deep snow to Wilnuiigt<^. 

hk the morning, after paying our last money for 
the night's* lodging and a few crackers, we went to 
BfiattleborO'*, where was a toll bridge across the Con- 
•9ieeticiit river. After telling the toll receiver our sit- 
vatioil, I requested a free passage. He inquired if 
m^ had m^ney, and reeeived answer that we had not. 
He then "asked me of my business; I replied, I am 
trying to preach the gospel. . '^ What! you preach?" 
«aid he, "who sent you B" " The Lord, I trust." 
^* What!" he rejoined, ** the Lord send you without 
moaey! I think then he is a poor paymaster." I an- 
swered, " He^ent his apostles without purse or scrip ; 
«Bd in like maniier^ I think he hath sent me." He 
then inquired; " H«ive you any friends in the place 
d^om which you cam^P" ' I believe I have,' was my 
reply « . He then remarked, '* I doubt whether you 
liftve any friends; if you had, they would have provi- 
4^ mo]Aey £Qr yoixr ei^oQ^es; I guess you are an 
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impostor.*' On my ofibfing to show him my letters 
of commendation, he Said, *•' I don't wish to see them>; 
pay your toll and be off." Again I told him, as I had 
no money, I could not. In a manner too abrupt to 
name, he bid me say no more, b^t go back whence I 
came; then he fastened the gate, went into his house 
and shut the door. I turned away, and leaned over 
the railing of the bridge. The recollection of days 
wben I was blessed with parental care, when I ei^ 
joyed the society of friends and breHhren dear to my 
-heart, and ^flections on my present situation, noW 
crowded inta my mind; the contrast overpowered my 
feelings, and my tears mingled with the stream^ 
While thus venting my grief, several passed the gate'. 
At lengtli I fell on my knees, and besought the Loi'i 
to open my way, provided he had sent me; and if he 
had not, I desired it might continue to be hedged up. 
When I arose, two men stood behind me, and one'c^ 
them ask«d, ** What is the matter?" I replied, *' I 
wish to pass the gate, but have no money.'* He then 
paid our toll, which I think was not more than foiH* 
cents; and iiiuch to my surprise, began to swear, and 
curse the gate keeper for detaining travellers because 
they had no money. This has reminded me of the 
ravens, that were sent to feed £iijah, when the Lord*!; 
professed people did not; and a)so of the seriptun^,' 
Prov. 21:18, whieh saith: "The wicked shall be k 
ransom for the righteous, and the transgressor for the 
upright. " 

We had now entered New-Hampshire, and were 
both %veary and hungry. On' coming to a large house, 
where all things around indicated that the inhabitant 
was wealthy, I thought to go in and beg a little food^ 
but this scripture occurring to mind, *^ How hardly 
shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of 
Gtod," we passed on, and went into a little cottage, 
whose appearance bespoke poverty. The people fed 
us, and I fek tK) thank God. Proceeding a few miles into 
Chesterfield, I began, as the sun wus setting, to seek 
a lodging; but at every house, for some mites, I 
sought in vain. For as soon as they learned the ob-, 
ject of my journey, the repeated answer was, *-^N-q*''* 
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JBad ,m po«r druttkard asked tiieir charky, doubtless 
ikef would have given him as much as a orust of 
2Mpead» and a lodging by their fireside; but as I was 
a poor preacher, of a dissenkUHg order, to me they 
would grant no favours. Some attempted to justify 
.iheir eondwst by this scripture, ** Receive themnii 
itilo j^iff Aoipse."* 

. Al^er requesting entertainment at a certain house, 
bding asked of my business, I answered, '' I believe 
the Lord has called me to labour in his vineyard ; and 
.in obedience to this requirement, I am endeavouring 
to preach the gospel." Then they said, that no one 
should pveach without a coUegkUe edwcaium; and that 
such character as I was, they considered the false 
frophtts^ that should come in the latter days; and on 
woh they should bestow no favours. It was now 
about 9 o'clock in the evening; and having found no 
jshelter» the possibility of perishing in the street by 
icold, was suggested. Without luki^ leave, I knee]* 
ed down, anS entreated the Lord that my way might 
Jbe opened; or if I must perish, that I might be re* 
conciled, and subnut to my &te, without jt murmurti^ 
word, or a repiniag thought. On bidding them fare- 
well, the woman of the house said, '^ Stop a minute, 
I wish to talk with you. What made you first enter* 
tain an idea that the Lord had called you to preach?" 
I answered, '^ The impressioji of his Spirit on my 
mind, and its agreement with the scriptures." Aifter 
asking several more questions, she said; ^' You may 
«tay the night, provided you will be civil, conform to 
our rules, retire in season, be loeked in the room, 
apd at 11 o'cloek, have a young man come to your 
apartment and ledge with you." I observed, that we 
wished to leave early in the morning, ajid inquired at 
what time they would let us out. She replied, ^^-M 
owr own iime,^* Not choosing to comply with such 
requisitions, we left them. 

* I «.m of opinion, that the ^fhoute,^ [not houses] is the church; for 
it is eontrary to ti»« gospel to slitit our toon egainst the poor, or stran^ 
gert, «veik if tkmy ar« wicke4> ** Do good unto «U, ' especially unto 
those, who are of the household of faith.*' Gal. 6a0. ** That thott 
mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself in the houte of God, 
«^ludi is the ehsrch of tiM Uviag QoA.*^ I Tim. 8:19. 
7* 
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We next called on a man wlio vrws a deaicoir. flb 
asked his wife if we eeuld tarry, but she refused her 
consent. Being busy, he had no leisure to make fur* - 
■ther inquiries^ hut grving us a piece of money, said, 
'* You can provide lodgings with that.'^ I thanked 
both him, and my heavenly Father, and obtained 
lodgings at the next house. We retired to rest with- 
out any refreshment 7 and in the morning, our hostess, 
who was a widow, kkidly gave us break^st. And 
with a heart glowing with gratitude to Him who hears 
the young ravens when they cry, I went on to SulM- 
van, and there preached Jesus. The following day, 
we proceeded to Bradford, and tarried with a Free- 
Will Baptist deaoon, who treated us courteously. 
We spent the next night in Wilmot, with a broker 
'who received u» affectionately; and my heart^ w«s 
comforted beneath his roof. 

Feb. 10^ was^the Sabbath; and finding aeongrega>- 
tion in Andover, assembled to hear Eld:. Jesse Thomp* 
son, we went in, strangers to all present, and took a 
-seat. At the close of his sermon, I gave an exhor- 
tation. This meeting was very solemn and refreshii^. 
In the 'afternoon. Elder Thompson invited 'me to 
address the people. In compliance wrth the invEta- 
tion, I op^ed my modth, and the Lord gave utter- 
ance : he made his word as sharp M-rows in the hearts 
of his enemies, and almost every face was bedewed 
with tears. N«ar the close of the exercises, about 
•one hundred, on being requested, arose to manifest 
their desires tcfind Jesus. In the evening, I attend- 
ed a conference meeting ; and the next day preach- 
ed in ai>all-room. Several, humbling themselves, 
bowed wtdi christians m time of devotion. 

About this time, Moses Manrow left me. He now 
took his own course; soon became irreligious; and 
at length a base impostor. May God save me, and 
all who read this, from pride, '* the snare of the fowl- 
er," which effected the downfall of this youth, who 
but for this, might have been a burning light. 

During the four days following, I held two meet- 
ings in Wilmot; two in Sutton, ito which several 
kneeled for prayers; one in Springfield; and on the 
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'16th of tfte montb, vent to EMeld, and larried the 
night wkh Elder £. Chase, editor of the ReMgious^ 
Ii^ormer. 

Sunday, Feh. 17, Elder J. Thompson pre^iehed at 
Eafield, in a ball-reem: after sermon, I gave an ex*- 
hortation; and in th» evening, enjoyed a sol^mii^ se»^ 
B^n at Canaan, whiln entreating smners to be recon* 
ciled to God. Next morning, I left without break" 
faat, having twelve or fourteen miles to walk befbre 
10 o'ck>ek. After going nine miles through the deep 
and drifted snow, my strength was nearly exhausted; 
but embracing an opportunity to ride the rest of the 
way, I reached my appointment. The Lord gave me 
freedom in speaking from Romans 9:13, '^ Jacob 
have I loved, but Esau have I hated*/' and my soul 
WB.S filled with joy inexpessible. Many wept, and* I 
believe good was done in the name of the holy child 
lesud. In the evenings, we ei^oyed a solemn season 
in the south part of Wilmot. The four days follow- 
ing, I spent in Andover, and attended six meetings, 
in which were appearances of good; but not so much 
- prospect ef a revival as had bees expected. Feb. ^, 
I held another meeting in Wilmot; the day following 
m Springfield, and my soul was filled with the joys 
of the heavenly world. 

I was now about to return to New^York. The 
people here had received me in the name of the Lord, 
and shown me great kindness. I caikie to them pen- 
nyless; but trough their liberality, had now $10. 
My prayer was, that Heaven would reward them; 
for I believed, agreeably to the words of Christ, Matt. 
10:42, " Whosoever . shall give to drink unto one of 
these little ones a cup of c<^ water only, in the nune 
of a disciple, shall not lose his reward." 

Monday, Feb. 25, I ceonaienced my journey; hav- 
mg a chain of appointments four hundred and fifty 
miles in leagth, and some of nkie months standing. 
The day before, considerable snow had fallen, and 
the wind blew, so that in eome places, the rolul was 
fiUed to the tops of the fences; yet I was enabled to 
walk twenty-two miles, and attend three appointments. 
- The following day, after travelling fifteen miles to 



WaHkiBfioa, I feoiid th«t I ceuM not get t6 a^^qpp 
poiatment in season, and hired a man to cany fii# 
four miles: still it was eight miles further » and tb^ 
road not broken. Proceeding slowly, I arrived al 
the meeting about seven in the evening. The housf 
was filled with people, and I commenced speaking^; 
but was soon interrupted by some, that came to mak^ 
disturbance. I entreated them to behave with det 
eency, but they were the more outrageous, and swor^ 
violently. Some present, threatened them with pro»- 
ecution if they did not desist; upon which, one laid 
aside his coat to fight. After expostulating with them 
a considerable time, and being convinced that all at- 
tempts to persuade them to order would be usele^e, I 
left the assembly, and it soon dispersed. This meet* 
tng was in Stoddard, N. H. ; and the only one of mf 
appointment that was ever broken up by the ungod)j)r ; 
probably this would not have been, had not the dlsi» 
turbers been drunken. 

I went to a tavern, and some of the assembly fol* 
lowed, wishing me to preach there; but the gang pur* 
sued us, and soon all was confusion. Some who 
appeared friendly observed, that as I was a stranger, 
and had suffered abuse, they would make a contribiH> 
tion, as a kind of compensation. To this, I objected* 
A few cents were offered me, which I chose not to 
accept; being resolved, if the people would not hear 
«ny Master's word, to receive none of their substance* 
O the grief of my heart, while witnessing the rebel* 
lion of this people! My soul mourned, and mine eyes 
ran down with tears. I left the place, and walking 
live miles further, stopped for the night; but in tho 
morning,, findii^ that, amid the troub&s of the pre^ 
ceding evening, a bundle of my clothes had been left 
at the tavern, I hired a horse, and after returning for 
them, proceeded again on foot. 

The road being muddy, and the remaining snow 
melting, I was much fatigued. All things appeared 
gloomy; and for miles I strewed my path with tears. 
Then, sitting, down by the way side to rest my weary 
limbs, I thought of my native land;— -of the great and 
important work in which I was engaged; the powers 
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*f unteliefi and the hardness of men's hearts. O, 
kefW insufficient to preach the gospel, did I f^el! But, 
Itrhile reflecting, that the Lord's strength is made per«- 
Ibct in tireakness, in those whom he sends; that he 
knows all the sorrows of his children; that he hath 
said, '• Lo, I am with you alway, even unt« the end 
<>fthe world," — a voice whispered, *My gretee is »«/^ 
jicientfor thee* My heart was comforted, and I pro- 
ceeded. Finding an assembly at a meeting-house in 
Keene, I took a seat in the gallery; and feeling an 
iifupression of duty, after the service I arose and be- 
gan to speak. Two ministers who were present, 
looked towards me with an air of coMness, then made 
signs' to each other, and put on their hats: the doors . 
began to fly open ; and all were moving, when a man^ 
laying his hand heavily on my shoulder, sakl^ "Stop! 
what are you making disturbance here fox^**^ and im- 
mediately hurried me out of the house. As I passed 
the people on the green, I shook ofl* the dust from 
my **feet, for a testimony against them/' and then 
went to Chesterfield. 

Feb. 98, I preached in Chesterfield, near the man«» 
ttfiK5tory, and enjoyed the presence of my Master* 
The assembly heard attentively, and afterward gave, 
me some over a dollar. In the west part of the town,. 
after rising a hill near Connecticut river, I saw itk 
the vale before me, a large assembly iri front of a 
house; and recollected kneeling and praying near 
that place, four weeks previous, and making an ap-^ 
pointment for a boy of sixteen to preach at this hour. 
Some, as they were passing by, heard it, and circu- 
lated the notice quite largely. As I approached the 
crowd, an aged, grave, and neatly dressed gentleman, 
met me; and inquired if I was the young roan who 
appointed that meeting ; being answered in the affir* 
mative, he invited me to follow him. The people giv« 
Ing place, we came to the door of the house, which 
was already full. He handed me his bible, and pla- 
ced a chair upon the door step. Standing in the 
chair, I spoke from the scripture, '* Ma^U ^^^ called^ 
Iftttfew are clwsen,** Matt. 22:14. I endeavoured to 
jihow who are called, even all thsitt are afar o^T by 
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wicked works, ftccording to the ilBvitfttioH of wenAp* 
tiire; Isa. 4^:22, "Look unto me, mnd be ye satedy 
mil the ends rf the earth; for I am God, and there ie 
none else.** Then I attempted to ehow, that thej who 
are ohosen, are chosen 'through sanctifieation of th^ 
Spirit,' and belief of the truth — that they must believe, 
before they can becoQie the chosen of the Lord ; and 
that the reason thai few are chosen, is, that few wW 
hear or obey the call. Much solemnity rested on the 
assembly, ^nd the greater part seemed deeply affects 
ed. At the close of the meeting, the gentleman be» 
fore named, returned thanks to the Lord, — -for the 
happy disappointment they had met with — that th^ 
, young man, instead of ridiculing the religion of Jesus, 
as they had feared he would, *= had come with tears, 
entreating his fellow youth to be reconciled to God-r 
and besought the Lord to impress the solemn truth 
they had heard upon their minds. He then proposed 
a contribution, and several dollars were given me. I 
was informed that this gentleman was a preacher, and 
an o0ioer of a literary institution of distipetioa in New^ 
England, and that he was now going in company with 
his wife to visit their friends in Vermont. On leav* 
ing the place, he carried me in his sleigh two miles, 
and invited me to go home with him; and said he 
would give ten dollars toward my support at school. 
As I did not incline to his proposal, he then said, he 
would himself give me six months support at college, 
and that a whole course of collegiate study should be 
provided me free of expense, if I would return with 
him. But having appointments, and feeling no lib* 
eity to leave the work to which God had called me, I 
expressed my mind, acknowledged his kindness, and 
(told him I could not accept his generous offer. H0 
then reinarked; '* When I eommenoed preaching, I 
did not wish more than two hours to study a dis** 

*From the novelty of the appointment made as above named* for $, 
|M»y of sixteen to preach, a large concourse of people were expected to 
ftSBomble. And as the friends of religion feared, that either the hoy 
would not attend, or if he ahoDild attend, that his object might be to 
ridicule religion, they bad solicited this traveller to delay his journey 
a day, and attend this meeting, for the purpose of promoting order, an^l 
•f pr^p«faing to the people if cii^nnstances should require. 



bOttra^; but ikow, I want twa i^yf^ aad perhaps dd 110 
OMve good than I did theh, if I do as much.'' He iuN 
tker observed, that education was good, and very ne* 
icessary; although without it, men called of God, might 
be useful. To these remarks, I itssented; and would 
jgladly have accepted his proposal, could I have done it 
without the sacrifice of my peacb. Science may gaiil 
the ihvour of raan^'— find access to the hearts of many^ 
and may often extend the preacher's usefulnesi^. But 
the path of duty appeared to lead me in a more hum-^ 
Ue and self-denying way; to go to the p^oor lindth^ 
ignorant ;-^to tell them, in my Mmple language, that 
Jesus died for sinners, and eichort them to flee from 
the wrath to come. On parting, he gave me good 
counsel, and bid me '* God sj^eed.^' 

I then crossed the Coiinecticui and West Hverd^ 
and found a large assembly in Dtimmerston, almost 
Weary ot, waiting for ine. The Lord gaVe me a mes-^ 
•age id the people. Here ivas a church that had lefl 
the dMntilic Bap^ts, and declared themselves Free-* 
Will BapiiHs; though they knew ho denomination 
profesfting their sentiments. When they first separa-^^ 
ted, their number was small I but now it had increased 
to eighty^ and several other considerable churches 
had united with them. £lders Mann iLnd Wells had 
the care of themi — ^like .oiher dissenters, they had 
been much persecuted. They received me gladly ; 
and we found we were of one heart, of one Soul^ and 
spoke the same thing^ Thbse churches afterward 
United with the Free* Will Baptist Connexion. 

March 1. In Marlborough^ Vermont, I spoke i6 
a few; of thbse, some laughed, and some t^ept. At 
Wilmington, I foun<i that two of my ikppointments had 
net been nbticed. The next aay, I crossed the Green 
niountain^ to Behnington; and the day following, 
went to^.Hoosac, where I had thade an appointment 
at the Baptist meeting-chouse, provided the church 
should be willing I should preach in it ; otherwise, it 
was t6 be in the highway. This day being the Sab* 
bath, the church, after consulting together, conclu- 
ded, that as I could not harm the house, I might ad- 
dress the people. Putting my trust in the Lord, T 
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Bpoke oa the siklnect of the reaurrection. Marefa.4^ 
at a meeting in Brunswick, the Lord gave me much 
of his spirit, and touched the hearts of the hearers^ 
Two dollars were here given me. 

March 5. I had an appointment ai the cmirt 
house in Trov. On my arrival, finding the door closed 
against me, I gave notice that I woUld preach on the 
steps, in fifteen minutes. But before the time expired^ 
t^e door was opened, a number assembled, and I 
spoke to them according to the grace given me. A 
well dressed gentleman, having a large ivory-headed 
cane, hung by a ribbon on his wrist, sat just before 
me, and seemed to hei&r and look very earnestly. At 
first, he appeared to me like *' some great one," who 
thought, by his presence, to embarrass me; and to 
my sorrow, I found myself somewhat intimidated; 
but remembering that men are only dust, and that the 
servant of the Most High should not fear the face of 
clay, my mind was measurably Relieved of its embar? 
rassment. When the meeting closed, he beckoned 
to me, observing that he wished some conversation. 
Following him two rods from the court-house, he 
(topped oh the side walk, raised his hand, and in an 
elevated tone of voice, said; ^^lam a MethodUt 
freacher tit this ctty^ and your friend; — / advise you ta 
go home, and stay there tiU you can preach. You mau 
preAch till you are a« old a» Metiiuselah, and you tml 
never do any good, unless you preach belter Uwn you 
have iO'-day,*' He then left me without further eere<- 
mony. I stood amazed, and a flood of tears buirsting 
from my eyes, gave some relief to my wounded spirit. 
Gladly would I h&ve taken his advice, if I could have 
enjoyed peace in so doing. But my commission had 
not bben received from man, neither could it be re-. 
called by man; and the path of duty had been made 
too plain, for me to doubt at this time. A friend sg^f 
licited me to go to his. house and take refreshment;, 
but an appointment necessitated me to decline. We 
walked a little distance in company, and be inquired, 
** What said our preacher to you?" I gave no an- 
swer till he remarked, they feared he had said some- 
thing that would occasion me a trial. I then stated 
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Ms rfemdrks; upon >vhich he appeared grieved-, tad 
observed, *'* He will hear of this again." In an af- 
fectionate manner, he gave irte good advice, and said; 
•* Do not be' discouraged, but do vi^hat yoXi think to 
be duty;" then bidding nae " God speed," we parted. 
This man was a citizen of Troy, and a justice of the 
peace. I understood that for many years, he had 
been a member of the Methodist society, and for 
some time, a class leader. 'Some others invited me 
to their housfes, and on parting, left sonfie small pie- 
ces oSf money in my hand. 

At this time, the ice in the Hudson was broken up, 
•and floating down the stream, which rendered the 
crossing so dangerous, that the ferryman durst not 
venture with me till evening; then without difficulty 
we reached the opposite shore. The mftd wtis deep, 
and the travelling quite fatiguing; I succeeded, how- 
ever, in meeting my appointment the next morning in 
Schenectady. On the day following, I went to Flor- 
ida, and pf eached to a solemn assembly in a ball- 
•ftfom. The Schoharrie bridge had been carried away 
'by a late flood, which obliged me to disappoiltit two 
'congregations.' Walking up the creek nine miles in 
the eariy part of the evening, I cros^6d on Btirton's 
'bridge; and then walked seven milei^ fhrther, to Dea. 
Campbell's, in Charlestown; ^Ifere, at a late hour, 
they received me affectionately. Here, I fonnd my 
korse had been very sick, and wUs now hardly fit for 
use. I held a meeting itn this place, and a good sea- 
son was enjoyed. The people were very kind, and 
communicated considerable; for which I felt grateful. 

From Charlesl.ow6, I Went to Canajoharrie, and 
attended one ttaieeting^ thence to Hardwick, and 
'preached ag&iji. On Sunday, March 10, I preached 
in the Free-Communion Baptist meeting-house in 
Winfield, and enjoyed k season of refreshing from the 
presence of the Lord'. I^ the afternoon, I spoke to an 
assembly of several hundred in Brookfield. The con- 
rertd, With apparient gladness, welcomed my Ireturn; 
aild many of thefn appeared mtich engaged. Several, 
who were mourning for their sins when 1 lefl the town 
the winter before, were now b&ppy in the Lord. 
8 
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On Moaday moraiDg I left emrlj, having an a^ 
pointment at the Baptist Semifiarj in Hamilton, at 9 
o'clock, A. M. When within three inilee of the place,- 
as I was riding down a hill on. a quick step, my hors^ 
stumbled, and I fell an my head; but rising immedi* 
ately on my feet, a violent pain caused by the fall, 
deprived me of strength, and I fell into a ditch by the 
side of the road. The air appeared to me fiiU of fire, 
and every thing had a fiery and unnatural appearance. 
My mind wavered — feelings of insensibility fast stole 
upon me; — and, concluding death's cold hand was 
about to release my soul from its house of clay, in 
my thoughts, I bid adieu to the world with its »or* 
rows: — a calm peace filled ray soul, and in a mcmtent, 
I was senseless. The next I knew, a stranger sto^ 
behind me, supporting me in his arms. He had seen 
me fall, and had taken me up, expecting I was dead. 
But, much to the surprise of myself and others, I so 
far recovered, that I was able to ride on a slow walk 
to my appointment, about an hour after the time. I 
spoke from Matt. 24:44; '' Therefore be ye also rea- 
dy: for in such an hour as ye think noi the Son of man 
comet/i." To me, this was a solemn meeting, and 
the audience seemed greatly affected. At the elose^ 
a young man desired me to pray with him, and said 
he was resolved to seek the Lord. During prayer, 
he kneeled in the presence of the assembly, and soon 
afler found peace in believing. In the after part of 
the day, though the travellii^ was very bad, several 
hundred assembled in Eaton, to whom I spoke with 
much freedom. Scores wept profusely, and mouriv 
ers sighed for salvation; about forty arose for prayer. 
At a prayer meeting in the evening, twenty-five prom- 
ised, by giving me their hand as a sign, to seek the 
Saviour. 

Leaving Eaton, I went to Georgetown apd Nelson; 
held several meetings, and in the latter place met with 
opi^Qsition from the wicked. My labours in Nelaon 
seemed to me almost lost ; but a n»aister who resided in 
ihsLi vicinity has since told me, that he baptized 
several, who dated their awakening at the meeting 
whi^h was so disturbed by the ungodly. How little 
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doth the sower know, when he sows the seed, which 
ishall prosper ''this or that; or whether they both 
shall be aMke good." Oil the servant of Christ, af- 
ter dispensing the word, groans within himself and 
sighs, while he is tempted to believe his labour has 
been in vain: but the pronuse is sure, *^ He that go- 
eth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed-, shall^ 
doubtless, come again with rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him." Psalm 1S6:6. 

On Thursday, I preached at Manlius Square, and 
daring a stay of three days, attended eight meetings 
in Manlius township. Some were awakened, and 
eleven or twelve solemnly engaged to attend to '' life's 
great concern." Sunday, March 17, I held two 
meetings: the latter in Gettysburg was a favoured sea- 
son. The neart day, I arrived at my father's, having 
been absent four months and six days. In this time 
I had seen much of the glory of God, and his won- 
derful works among the children of men. My heav- 
enly Father had watched ovei* me, and supplied my 
wants, and now permitted me to return in peace, to 
■ my surviving parent. Blessed be the Lord for all 
his tender mercies. 

Having used the utmost economy in my expenses, 
and carefully guarded the small pieces of money giv- 
en me in different places, I found enough remaining 
to pay for my horse ; and I felt to praise God, and 
adore his providence in thus opening my way to trav- 
el and publish salvation. 



CHAPTER Vn. 

Tke particulars of my travels atjjd labours for nearly 
three months after my return from Jfcw- Hampshire, 

During a stay of six days in Junius, I attended 
four meetings; then leaving home on Tuesday, March 
S6, went to Scipio, and there saw my youngest broth- 
er; and thence went to Grenoa. where my sister re- 
sided* While with them, my feelings were pained, and 
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my heart was sad, as their prefsenee called to miiid j 
the change death had made in my father's fairiily ; 
and although I had good reason to believe they were ( 
committed to the care of those who treated them kind- 
ly, yet the reflection that they were motherless, and 
removed from their native home, almost ovei^powered \ 
my feeliligs. 

Tarrying in Scipio and Genoa a few days, I lield 
ten meetings, in some of which the power of God was 
manifested, and I trust good done in the name of the 
Lord. On Monday evening, April 1st, I preached 
to a solemn and attentive assembly in Dryden; 
and the next day in Candor, where I enjoyed the 
sweet presence of my Master. Some were awakened, 
and soon found Jesus to be ** the chiefest among ten 
thousand, and the one altogether lovely." 

From Can?lor, I went to Owego creek, and attend- 
ed four meetings; thence to Caroline and preached 
thrice. In the last meeting, a number were serious- 
ly concerned for their eternal welfare, and bowed the 
knee while we pleaded for mercy in their behalf 
Some were soon brought to sing praises to the Re- 
deemer. On the evening of the same day, I preach- 
ed again in Candor, and the Spirit gave utterance. 
The power of the Highest gladdened the hearts of 
his saints, >vhiie sinners trembled under his mighty 
hand. It was a time of mourning and weeping, of 
joy and gladness. Eight were awakened, and with 
four other mourners, bowed for the first time, at Mer- 
cy's altar. Some of these were of the first respecta- 
bility in society, soon became, happy and sung the 
praises of Emmanuel. 

Monday, April B, I held a meeting in Owego; then 
crossing the Susquehanna, entered Pennsylvania, 
preached onco, then returned and spoke at the Gas- 
kill ferry. Many appeared to receive the word with 
gladness. Crossing the Susquehanna again, I preach- 
ed a second time in the village of Owego. A consid- 
erable assembly was present, and some heard with 
candor, while others, like Gallic, cared' for none of 
these things. After this, I attended a mcBting in 
Berkshire; and on the morning of the 10th, though 
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'Very rainy, a large number assembled ^i^aiir Owego 
creek. The Lord gave me a message, and directed 
k to the hearts of the people. In the afternoon, I 
preached again, and in the evening held a meeting 
in Caroline. Here twenty-two covenanted to kneel 
and pray twice a day for three weeks, and gave me 
their hands as a token thereof. Many of these seem- 
ed to foe deeply sensible of their lost situation without 
the Saviour^ 

Thursday, I enjoyed a precious season in Candor 
while preaching Christ. Seven told me, that since 
my last meeting in that place they had found Jesus, 
jmd were happy in his love. In a meeting, the next 
day, I was especially favoured with the Divine pres- 
ence, and heard seven declare their determination to 
seek the Lord. Saturday, I rode twenty-three miles 
to Berkshire, and in the evening, spoke the word 
with freedom. Many appeared tender, and four de- 
sired the prayers of christians. 

Sunday, April 14, I held three meetings; one in 
Candor, and two fifteen miles distant ;; and the next 
day attended meeting with £lder Jo^n Gould, in 
Candor, who spoke from Heb. 10:22, 23. His dis- 
course was solemn, and reached the he^rt. Another 
soul had been brought into the liberty of the gospel* 
After sennoi^, we walked to the stream, and a solemn 
congregation crowded its banks. Elder Gould bap- 
Uzed nine of the converts, who came up out of the 
:water happy, and rejoicing in God. Sinners wept as 
they b^^eld the scene ; and soon after lef^vi|[ig the 
water, one heavy laden sov^l came into the liberty of 
the gospel. In the evening, the cries of penitents 
still saluted our ears. 

Tuesday, I figain spoke in the name of the Lord, 
and a few came forward fc^r prayfirs, som^ of whom 
appeared to be not i^r from the kingdom of God. The 
day followingy whilft ^peaki^g the word on Shend^en 
creek, tl^e power of God de9.cended on the people. 
Those who b&d neglected tbe Saviour, saw ^hp awfi^l 
iiature of ^iin; and a yi^nr of i^ consequences ^^uftf^fl 
many ip sigh. SevftriM gay<^ me their hand^, desiring 
to be rpmember^d at fhe ^ron^ of grace. |i|i th^ 
8* *.'■■" 
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evening, I prcftchcd at Candor, and a number ofoov* 
vorts, for the first time, witnessed for Jesus. 

At a meeting durinfi^ the revival in Candor, it was 
impressed on my mind after preaching, to say to tke 
people, that I believed a person near me would die in 
three days. No sooner had I made the remark, than 
several began to weep bitterly. On the next day, as 
I was visiting from house to house, I came to an inn>; 
and a daughter of the landlord asked me if she was 
not the one conocming whom I had the impression 
on the evening previous. I told her she was. InF- 
mediately she wept aloud. I todd her my impression 
did not respect temporal death, but a death to mh. 
Then she appeared to be relieved, and said she hop* 
ed it would be so. At this instant her father came 
in, in a great rage, and demanded whether I was the 
boy that was around searins^ folks to death by prophe* 
Hying that they would die. Before I had half an- 
swered his question, he chased me out of his house. 
I entreated him to let me explain what I had said; 
but he refused. I then requested that I might pray 
in the house; this he refused also. I then asked if 
I might pray at his door steps. He then chased me 
into the street. His wife and daughter wept and 
entreated him to forbear; but in vain. I then kneel- 
ed in the street before the house and prayed. He 
shut the door and went out of sight; but his wife and 
family opened the windows and listened. After this 
I visited other families, and found that great opposi- 
tion was raised among the people and brethren; 
Contempt was heaped upon me without reserve; and 
f^ome said, '* We will see whether he is a true proph^ 
ct." Sometimes I indeed trembled myself, and feared 
I had been mistaken. But two or three hours before 
the three days were out, it pleased the Lord to co&-i> 
vert the young woman, and this generally stopped 
the mouths of gainsayers. I was informed that the • 
landlord had a tenant who was pious, and that by 
bearing bis landlord say much aguast me, he became 
dottbtfiil whether I had been sent of the Lord. He 
had praetised praying daily under a certain apple* 
tree m tjhe orchard; and now he prayed to Hm vho 
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madeihefig'-lree barren, 'if he had sent -me, to make 
that apple^iree, which had just leaved out, *' wither 
Meat/." From that day the leaves withered, and in 
three weeks they became dry. He said he sought to 
find a natural cause for the dying of the tree; but 
eeuld find none. 

Thursday and Friday, April 18 and 19, having ap«t 
pointments, I rode sixty miles in a storm of rain and 
snow to the town of Milo ; and on the two days fol- 
lowing, attended five meetings in Benton and Penfi 
Yan. Monday, 22d, I was much distressed with a 
pain in my side ; but rode to an appointment in Jerur 
salem, and spoke half an hour to. an assembly that 
appeared much affected. At the close of the inters- 
view, a young man came forward for prayer, soon 
professed faith in the Redeemer, and became a bold 
witness for the truth. In compliance with a request, I 
went to the house formerly occupied by Jemima Wil- 
kinson, who called herself, -^ The Univeraak Friend;'^ 
and was kindly treated by the people living in the 
house, to whom she bequeathed her property. I 
could not ascertain that her followers (as is common- 
ly reported) strictly call her Christ; yet they say, 
*' The spirit of Christ dwelt abundantly in the Friend.^' 
They would not call her a woman, or Jemirna Wilkiru' 
son, nor apply to her any of the personal pronouns of 
the feminine gender; and I feared they trusted for 
salvation in another than Jesus the Son of God. 
They are industrious, regular in their habits, much 
attached to their own customs and sentiments; and 
though uncharitable in their opinion of the religious 
principles of others, they intend to treat all with civil- 
ity and tenderness. They disapprove of marriage. 

(On Tuesday, I was relieved of the pain in my side 
by the letting of blood, and preached twice in Mid-? 
dleseac. . The day following, I held a meeting in 
Bristol, thirty miles distant; and the next day preach- 
ed in Richmond. Passing through Livonia, I preach- 
ed Christ in the villages of Greneaeo and Moscow. 
I felt great boldness in proclaiming free salvation, 
and in vindicating the doctrine, that •'' Chd is no re- 
specter af persons,^ but wiH have- all men to be saved, 
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itnd come to ike knowledge of ike truth. This doctrioe 
pleased some, and offended others. One of my hear*- 
ers, whose heart the Lord opened, requested enter- 
tainment for me at a public house, promising that he 
would pay the charge. But the landlord refuse^ 
declaring that a man who would preach such doo- 
trine, should have no place in his house. I under* 
stood also, that a man followed me with a horse whift, 
to chastise me for preaching heresy, but finally was 
persuaded to desist. 

After leaving Moscow, I attended meetings in 
Perry, Leicester, Wales, Boston, and £den, whieh 
closed my line of appointments that had been long 
standing, and had employed my time for nearly two 
months. 

On Friday, May 3, 1 left Boston, and at five o'clock, 
P. M. preached in Attica, forty miles distant ;^ at nine 
^h© next morning, in Perry, twenty-two miles from 
Attica; luid at twelve the same day in Moscow. In 
the latter place, twelve manifested a desire for the 
one thing needful. Here several gave me some 
{Heces of mo^ey. The Lord gave me much fr^edcwn 
in speaking to an assembly in the evening at Livonia, 
and the hearts of many appeared to he touched. Af- 
ter the close of the meetiing, I rode eight miles, the 
6ame evening, m a cold rain; a^ in consequenco, 
found my health much iniipqjred. 

Sunday, May 5, I prea,ched in the A. M. to a peo-. 
pie in Bristol, that seemed to hear as for eternity;, 
^nd, in the P. M. to several hundred- in the north 
part of the town. | felt to bless God £br the ajssis- 
tance of his Holy Spirit, ^d the solenmity that reign- 
ed. At the hour of five, I preached standing on a 
fjtone, in the open street, to about three l^undred pejp- 
pie in Canandaigua villageu Some appeared to re« 
eeive the word; others oared not for the things which 
belong to their eternie^l peace. At ten the next momr 
ing, standing on a stump, where two |rays m^t, I 
preached in vrorham to about forty, who seemed; to 
hear for the judgment day; and at one o'clocl^, P. 
M., spoke s^gsdn in the street, to about two hundred, 
near Federal ho];kQiW. in thJps meeting, the Lord gave 
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.me great freedom, and directed the truth to tbe hearts 
of the hearers. At five o'clock, P. M., I spoke to 
an -assembly in Middlesex. The next day I rode 
twenty miles, and attended three meetings ; and the 
4ay following preached twice. Thursday, after trav- 
elling tweaty-four miles, and preaching in Penn Yan, 
and Benton, I found myself quite ill, and unable t^ 
aitend my evening appointment in Milo. The next 
day, being somewhat strengthened, I travelled twen- 
ty miles and held one meeting. 

On Saturday and Sunday, the 11th and 12th of 
May, the Benton quarterly meeting was holden in 
Junius. I was still very feeble; but being requested^ 
I spoke to the people on the Sabbath, from Acts 11^: 
30: ^' Jtnd the times of this ignorance God mnked at, 
but now commandeih all men every where to reprnt^/^ 
After which. Elder J. Norton preached from Job 3£: 
9 : '^ Cheat men are not ah^a^B itsiae ; neither do the aged 
nnderstand judgment.'^ Then Elder I. Craw deliver- 
ed a sermon from Psalms 48:2: ^ ' Beautiful fnr situe^ 
tio», the joy of the whohsartii, is Mount Zion,^* This 
discourse was very interesting, and was followed by 
animating exhortations and prayers. The exercises 
closed by commemorating the sufferings of Christ, 
and washing the samts' feet. 

I now found my illness to be occasioned by the 
measles^ a disorder of which I had not before hasl 
the least suspicion. As I had been constantly meet- 
ing with people, a large namber bad taken the disoi- 
der, and I felt much tried on the accounl;^ but as I 
eould not find that any, who took it "of me, died in 
consequence of it, I was much relieved, and petition- 
ed Heaven that this visitation might be sanctified to* 
their good. After meeting closed, with much difii- 
culty, I walked two miles to my father's, was confin- 
ed one week, and consequently unable to attend my 
appointments, which extended to the west one hun- 
dred miles^ This was the first time I had disappoint- 
ed congregations on account of illness. Large num- 
bers collected in many places; and though unable to 
he with them in body, I was with them in spirit, and 
earnestly prayed that J^sus would be one in their 
midst. 
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Monday, May 20, having recovered from my tH<' 
ness, I set out for the Owego Q. M. which was to he 
holdea in Candor, on the 2dUi and 26th of the month. 
I tarried two days by the way, in Dry den, an4 
preached the word. At the Q. M. a good season 
was enjoyed, and on the Sabbath, several were bap*> 
tized. 

Monday, I left for the Holland Purchase; luid ia 
five days, travelled one hundred and ninety miles, t« 
Concord. In this town, the Erie Q. M. commenced 
its session on Saturday, June 1, 1822. A grove was 
prepared with seats for the people, and about one 
hundred assembled. After some preaching and ex- 
hortation, in obedience to what I considered duty, -I 
addressed the assembly about three quarters of an 
hour; but enjoying little liberty, I took my seat unr 
der considerable depression of spirit, and socm the 
exercises closed. In the evening, a preacher, who 
had heard my discourse, observed, that he did not 
think it was my duty to preach, and that he was sat- 
isfied my preaching had done no good. After repl}R- 
ing that I felt I haS not a praying andience; he said 
he did not think I had; that he did not pray for me, 
for he thought me out of the place of duty. • Feeling 
conscious it had been my intention to walk in the path 
of humble obedience, a degree of peace comforted 
my heart. 

Monday, I preached in Zoar and Concord. My 
soul was happy, the Lord blessed his word, and in 
one of these meetings, five awakened souls came few- 
ward for prayer. At five o'clock, P. M. the preach- 
er above mentioned held a meeting in Boston. Af- 
ter the conclusion of his sermon, I gave an exhorta- 
tion, and then accompanied him to Elder R. Carey's. 
On resuming the subject of former conversation, he 
said to me, '' Either you or I have not the spirit of 
Christ; — it is pride that causes you to travel so ex- 
tensively, — you wish to get agreai na^," ^c, — '*ctin- 
ifpsity brings the people out to hear you, and after preach^ 
Ing two or three times in a place, you cannot get so large 
a congregation as at first,^^ To these remarks I 
ynade little reply; for being confident, that, in some 
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things at least, he laboured under a mistake, they af* 
lected me but little. 

But as I awoke next morning, a gloom veiled my 
mind. I arose, and without taking any food, proceed-* 
ed on foot, through a severe rain, to Eden, where I 
had an appointment. While travelling, the remarks 
of him whom I believed a father in Israel, and to 
whom I had looked for encouragement, rushed upon 
me. And reflecting that his labours had been greatly 
blessed to the conversion of souls — ^that he washigh* 
ly esteemed, and considered a spiritual preacher, 
sore temptatiom beset me. Thinking I might have 
been deceived respecting duty, and have engaged in 
a work to which God had not called me, my faith be* 
gan to fail-^unbelief increased--*the powers of dark-* 
ness bound my soul, and all my hope seemed blasted. 
My distress and trials were past expression, and un« 
paralleled by any thing that I had hitherto experien^ 
eed. I turned aside into a wood, prostrated myself 
on the wet ground, and poured forth my grief in sighs 
and tears. Perhaps I never came nearer sinking 
under trials, and vowing, like Jeremiah, no more to 
speak in the name of the Lord, than I did at this time. 
I lamented that I had any appointments, and con-t- 
eluded that after attending those I had already given 
out, I would make no more ; and in case there wad 
no change in my mind, would tell the people that I 
had been deceived and should preach no more. O 
how important, that fathers in Israel be exceedingly 
eareful that they hurt not the oil and the wine.'' 
Young preachers, and those who are inexperienced^ 
cannot, at the best, exercise that wisdom and skill, 
which preachers of more experience can. They may 
<»flten err in judgment as to duty — they may oflen err 
in the selection of a text, and in the explanation of 
scripture, as possibly Imight in this case, and probably 
may have done at some other times. Yet as these er-^ 
rours are almost inseparable from the improvement of 
young and weak gifts, how necessary it is that elder 
brethren deal tenderly with such ; striving with gen- 
tleness to admonish and correct them, when they see 
them in errour. A few words of discouragement 
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from oDe of age and experience, may for eVet idestiioy 
the confidence and faith of the tender mind. It is 
true the scripture says, Rom. 8:^8, ''-All things 
work together for good to them that love God;" still 
experience lamentably proves the hurt that is done 
tender minds by harsh treatment and severe reproofs 
from the fathers and mothers in Israel. Instead of 
its disposing them to trust more in the Lord, it generally 
discourages and disheartens them, and frequently 
causes their faith to fail. O may the Lord give his, 
followers wisdom to become nursing fathers and nfif*9« 
ing mothers in Israel, and gently lead the children 
along in the paths of duty. I arose and went to my 
appointment with a gloomy mind, and dreaded to meet 
the people. On entering the assembly, I remained 
in silence a few minutes, thinking to tell them I had 
been deceived with regard to my duty; but in an in- 
stant, former experience, and former evidences of the 
duty God required of me, rose clearly to view; and 
with them, peace flowed into my soul. My doubts 
fled — ^and reflecting that, '* Great men are not always 
vise;'' neither are good men always perfect, I was con^- 
vinced my duty might be better known to myself, than 
to any other erring mortal ; and, though saying in my 
heart with the apostle, '' Who is sufficient for these 
things.^" I arose and commenced speaking. The 
word of the Lord was like fire shut up in my bones, 
and his power attended it to the hearts of the people. 
Sinners wept; saints rejoiced, and my soul was happy 
in God. Seven were awakened, and bowed before 
the Lord, while we pleaded for mercy. 

Wednesday, I attended a solemn meeting in Ham^ 
burg; afler this I preached once in Attica, and re- 
turned again to Hamburgh, where I spoke to aa 
attentive assembly, on Monday the 10th of Jtine'. 
The day following^ I preached with much freedom in 
Eden. 
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CHAPTER Vlil. 

My journey to Ohio, 

For sometime I had felt that it was my duty td go 
to Ohio, and declare the glad tidings of salvation to 
the inhabitants of that new country. And having 
made such preparations for my journey as were prac- 
ticable, I left my horse with a friend in Hamburg, 
went to Black Rock on Wednesday, June 12, and en- 
gaged a passage in a schooner to Portland, Ohio. In 
the morning w« embarked, and sailing up the Niag- 
ara, anchored opposite Buffalo tiU about four o'clock, 
P. M. ; when we weighed anchor, land before a gen- 
tle breeze sailed up the lake. The sun shone beau- 
tiftilly, and the waves rolled gently, as the land of my 
frmnds and acquaintance gradually receded. Placing 
myself at the stem, I fixed my eyes on Buffalo, till 
mgkt rendered every object indistinct; and I said 
adieu, to the country that gave me birth-^^where I 
have tasted heavenly joys, and seen the glory of God 
-^where dwell many precious brethren and agreeable 
acquaintances, who have often administered to my 
necessities and soothed my sorrows. Then turning 
my thoughts to the land in which I should soon be a 
stranger, tears stole down my cheeks. But reflecting 
upon the care my heavenly Father has over his chil- 
dren, I retired to the cabin; and soon sunk into a 
geBtle slumber for the first time on the water, and 
passed the night in a calm and sweet repose. When 
morning came, ninety miles ky between us and Buf- 
falo; the suii again shone pleasantly, and the bosom 
of the lake was peaceful. At the South stretched the 
Pennsylvanian shores ; at the north appeared a vast 
expanse of water. While gazing on the sublime and 
beautiful prospect before me, my heart was filled with 
adoration. A calm succeeding, we advanced but lit- 
tle; and on Saturday were still in sight of Pennsyl- 
vania. Being requested, I preached on deck, from 
John 3:14, 16. Although the crew seemed to listen 
attentively, the word appeared to have little place in 
9 
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their hearts. This day I ate the last of my protis^ 
ions; the weather became unpleslsant, and the lake 
that a little time before was almost iinrufHed, now 
became tempestuous; and we were driven upon its 
rolling billows; sometimes from one side to the oth- 
er, and sometimes backward. 

Monday, June 17, the wind and storm abated. Our 
voyage having been longer than we expected, and 
the wind being still contrary, the captkin of the ves- 
sel, notwithstanding his engagement, now refused to 
take me to Portland; and after receiving my last 
money for the passage, he set me with four others on 
the peninsula west of Sandusky bay, and six miles op- 
posite Portland. Here was a light-house; and be-^^ 
sides the man who kept it, ihenb were no inhabitants 
on this part of th^ peninsula. It was^now after sun- 
set, and during the last forty hours I had eaten but 
one meal, which was given me by the captain of the 
vessel. The man who kept the light-*houSe, had but 
little provision with him, having been disappointed of 
an expected reCruit in consequence of the unfavoura- 
ble wind. So without tasting any food, I lay down 
on the floor, and closed my eyes to sleep, hoping to 
forget my hunger. But recollections of the kind 
brethren in Nfew-York, who had often fed and lodg- 
ed me with willing ahd joyful hearts, together with 
the painful contrast of my present situation, crowded 
into my mind, and drove slumber from my eyes. 
When the men who landed with me had fallen asleep, 
the keeper, remembering the poor boy that had come 
far from a father's house to preach the gospel, brought 
me a cracker and half a pint of milk. This was a 
delicious morsel, and I received it with thanksgiving. 
IVext morning the sun rose with splendour, and I 
walked out to view the surrounding scenery. The 
waters of Erie lay on the east, west, and north; 
south, the prospect was bounded by a Wood; across 
the bay, Portland appeared in sight. But I knew no 
way to go thither, for there was no vessel on this part 
of the peninsula, and I could not go by land, as the 
distance was sixty miles, through a marshy wilder- 
ness. Going into the top of the light-house, I looked 
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.eastward, and, though my hunger was oppressive, 
and I could neither see my native land, nor any place 
where I had formerly travelled, yet I found Christ to 
be precious, and his love filled my soul. Two of the 
men who landed with me had each of them a rifle ; 
and going this morning into a wood, they killed a 
fawn, which we cooked and ate without seasoning, or 
any other kind of food; and it seemed a delicious 
morsel as ever was tasted. After this, while walking 
in the wood for meditation, I came suddenly to a 
prairie; 6n which, the grass, that was two or three 
feet high, was gently waving over the extended plain. 
Here, nature displayed its lovely charms. I sat down 
under the shade — gazed on its beauties — and praised 
their Author. 

The next day, being weary of waiting for a pas- 
sage, one of the men and myself caulked an old skiff, 
that had been washed upon the shore, and set off for 
Portland. The skiff was so small, that our weight 
sunk it nearly to the top; and it leaked so fast, that 
it kept me busy in lading out the water with my shoe, 
which I used for want of something better. After 
rowing along the shore ^bout two miles, we changed 
our course directly across the bay for Portland. The 
wind was against us; and when about one mile from 
the shore, the waves ran three or four feet high, and 
frequently came over the top oft the skiff. As we 
could not swim, we now began' to view ourselves in 
danger; but having no wish to return, we faithfully 
endeavoured to make our way through wind and 
waves. Every moment our situation grew more per- 
ilous. The wind increased, so that we made but lit- 
tle progress; and we determined to return if possible. 
On turning the skiff about, we were in danger of fall- 
ing into the troughs; but we succeeded so well, that 
not more than a pail full of water ran into our vessel; 
and we reached the shore at Sand Point, about two 
miles from the light-house. I was glad to get on the 
land again, though I suffered with hunger, in addi- 
tion to being both wet and cold. Nature itself seem- 
ed to frown; the sky was lowering; the cold north- 
west wind rustled among the trees, and the water in 
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billows dashed the shore. Having eaten nolhmgbiit 
fresh venison, without salt or other provisions, my 
stomach became disordered, and brought on weakness 
and stupidity. I walked along the shore; and while 
my former condition, when I enjoyed plenty beneath 
the parental roof, or among kind brethren, was con- 
trasted with my present situation, in which I had not 
even the privilege of entering the houses of strangers, 
I wept bitterly. Falling on my knees, I called on 
the name of the Lord. My soul was soon happy 
and joyful; and, though I knew no way to get off the 
peninsula, or after getting off, to succeed among 
strangers without money, I repented not my having 
come into this country. 

Soon we met with a man, who had come to the 
peninsula in search of cattle, and was waiting the ar- 
rival of a vessel. I gladly warmed myself by the fire 
he had kindled; and he gave us some bread and pork; 
but my stomach was so out of order, I could efit but 
little. In the afternoon, we were gladdened by the 
sight of a vessel, coming from Portland; and on its 
arrival, w^ solicited a passage. As their business 
would not permit them to land us at Portland, they 
took us across the hay to Cedar Point. Taking our 
portmanteaus on our shoulders, we walked nine miles 
on the beach of the lake, before we came to any 
house; and being .yery thirsty, were glad to drink 
some poor water. Xfter travelling three miles fur- 
tbjpr into Milan, I found brethren, who received me 
^amjctionately. Blessed be the Lord for all his 
goodness. 

In this town, a Free- Will Baptist church had been 
gathered three years before, by Eld J. N. Hinckley; 
.a|^d from that time it had been visited by only two or 
t|ir4^ preachers of the Free-WilJ Baptist order; yet, 
they had continued their meetings, and in a good de- 
gree maintained a gospel walk. Thursday, June 20, 
I had the privilege of preaching to them. 

After this, I attended meetings with some appear- 
ance of success in the towns of New- London, Clarks- 
field, and Danbury. In the latter, a backslider, at 
the age of seventy, was called to exchange worlds. 
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When viewing himself about to go into eternity, he 
remarked, that although he did not then enjoy religion^ 
he knew he once had; and therefore, it was impossi- 
ble that he should be lost; for he doubted not, that 
all who had once experienced pardoning grace, would 
be saved. So, quieting his mind thus in his last mo- 
ments, to all human appearance, he lefl the world 
without concern. In compliance with a request, I 
preached the funeral sermon. Soon after the people 
had collected, two sons of the deceased entered the 
house. They came to visit their aged sire, ignorant 
of the sad tale. But disappointment and anguish 
filled their hearts, and their lamentations rendered 
the scene still more solemn and affecting. We fol- 
lowed him to the silent tomb, the house appointed 
for all living; then each went W way, and the mourn- 
ers returned to their habitation, weeping. 

Elder Collins of New- York, and myself, appointed 
a general meeting, to be holden in Milan on the 29th 
and 30th of June. Brethren attended from three 
small churches, in Milan, Greenfield and Clarksfield; 
which were the only Free- Will Baptist churches in 
this part of the country. On the first day, our num- 
ber was about twenty; and truly, the form of the Son 
of God was in our midst, to the great joy of our 
hearts. A quarterly meeting was this day organized, 
called Huron Quarterly Meeting. On the Sabbath, 
about one hundred tftnd fifty met in a barn. I spoke 
to them fro m Isa. 33 : 1 6 , 1 7 : *'He shall dwell on high : 
his place of defence shall be the munitions of rocks, ^* &c. 
Being requested to preach again in the aflernoon, I 
spoke from Jeremiah 17:11: *' As the partridge sit- 
teth on eggs, and hatcheth them not; so he that get* 
teth riches, and not by right, shall leave them in the 
midst of his days, and at his end shall be a fool.'' Eld. 
Collins delivered a discourse from Heb. 4:9: ** There 
remaineth therefore a rest to the people of God." 
We then ate the bread, and drank the cup in remem- 
brance of our Lord's body that was broken, and his 
blood that was shed for us. Several animating ex- 
hortations followed; many tears were shed; the 
children of the King rejoiced; and many, we trust, 
9* 
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felt the need of salvation, and went away soiTowfcrl. 
July 2 and 3, I attended meetings in Milan, in 
which the consolations of the gospel of peace were 
enjoyed. The four days following were spent at a 
MetKodist camp*-meeting in Florence, Huron county, 
in which I enjoyed the privilege of preaching once 
from, the stand, and of speaking several times at 
prayer meetings. During this period some were hope- 
fully converted. Monday, July 8th, a Methodist 
brother in Brunswick, kindly lent me a horse to go 
to the south part of the state. The next day i 
preached in Greenfield; and the day following in 
Plymouth, seventeen miles distant. On Thursday, I 
attended a meeting in New-London, where the melt- 
ing injBuence of God's spirit was felt; then rode to 
Greenfield, and was there confined two disiys by illness. 
But obtaining relief by medicine, I spoke on Sunday^ 
July 14, to a large congregation, convened in a grove 
at Greenfield, from Isa. 42:6,7,8: ** / tlu Lord kav^ 
called thee in righteousness,^^ &c. ; but before the ser- 
mon was concludecl, a terrible thunder shower alarm-^ 
ed the people, and the meeting was dismissed. If a 
thunder shower cause the unconverted to have feel- 
ings of terrour and dismay, O! what will their horrour 
and anguish be, when *' Upon the wicked God shcUl 
rain snares, fire and brimstone, and on horrible itm-^ 
pest ! — the portion of their cup. ' ' Psalms ,11:6. In the 
afternoon, I attended another i^eeting, which was 
truly solemn; and in the evening, spoke to a weep-^ 
ing audience in Brunswick. The next day, I had an 
appointment at 3 o'clock, P. M., in Fitzville, twelve 
miles from Brunswick ; but being called to attend the 
funeral of a child, did not reach the same tUl evening. 
Upon entering the assembly, I found there was a 
great noise, but no confusion. Some were praying, 
some shouting, others singing aloud for joy, and a. 
few were weeping. Two mourning souls had found 
peace, and the power of the Lord was> among the 
people. I spoke to them a few minutes, and then 
prayed. Seventeen engaged, by giving me their 
hands, immediately to commence seeking the salva- 
tion of their souls. A revival followed this meet- 
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ing, in which fifteen or twenty were converted to 
God. 

Tuesday, July 16, I attended meeting in Green- 
wich, with Elder Collins, and preached ; afler which 
a church was organized. In the evening, I spoke to 
a very attentive assembly in Plymouth, ten miles dis- 
tant; and the next evening preached in the court- 
house at Mansfield, thirty miles fiirther south. The 
congregation was large and solemn. Thursday, 
I travelled thirty-five miles to Newark; the next day 
twenty miles to Kaccoon, an4 there attended worship. 
On Saturday, I rode thirty miles to a Methodist 
camp-meeting. Here, I tarried three days, and had 
the privilege of preaching once, which was at mid- 
night ; and of exhorting and praying several times. 
Wednesday, I rode thirty miles, passing through 
Chiiicothe, thence down the Sciota river; the day 
following went to Porter, thirty-four miles; and the 
next day to Portsmouth, situated on the Ohio river, 
at the mouth of the Sciota. 

The country through which I passed was interest-* 
ing to the stranger. For two hundred miles it is level 
and fertile ; and by the way, are many large farms, in 
beautiful order. At one place, where I called on a 
farmer, I noticed the largest field of corn that I had 
ever seen, and asked the number of acres it con-* 
tained; he replied, '* one hundred and sixteen;" and 
remarked, that he had two hundred aeres of corn then 
growing on his farm; and that the year before, he 
raised ten thousand bushels. However, this could 
hardly be called a '* land of brooks and springs," for 
in general water was both scarce and poor. 

On this journey, I had an interview with a minister 
of considerable talents, belonging to a sect who call 
themselves Separate BapHste; but are denominated by 
some, Wash Feet Baptists ; because they believe wasb-« 
ing the saints' feet to be an ordinance of the gospel, 
and make its omission a b^r to communion. He in-> 
formed me that they heldtayre^ salvaiiony lYiefireedou^ 
of the human tmi/, the final perseve^ranot W* the s^tnts, 
and \?hat is called close comwwMn. I understood 
there were several churches of this connexion, per- 
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haps twenty — several able ministers — and that they 
formerly seceded from the Calvinistic Baptists. 

At Portsmouth, I found Elder Rufus Cheney, who 
removed from New- York to this place six or seven 
years before. He informed me there were no Free- 
-will Baptists in this region at that time ; and that he 
lived several months, as it were alone, frequently 
preaching, but with little appearance of success. At 
last two or three brethren being in the place from the 
church of which he was a member in New- York, he 
felt desirous to attend to the ordinances of God's 
house; and accordingly appointed a meeting for 
preaching and communion, and for washing the saints' 
feet, agreeably to the injunction and example of pur 
Lord, recorded in the 13th chapter of John. At the 
appointed time, a large assembly attended; y^ only 
two or three were ready to unite with Elder Cheney 
in the solemn exercises. The preaching seemed to 
have little effect, and the communion appeared to make 
little impression; but when they began to wash one 
another^s feet, the power of the Highest descended 
upon the people — groans burst forth from adamantine 
hearts, — tears from eyes that seldom wept — and in 
every part of the assembly, were heard the cries of 
sinners. From this hour, the Lord blessed the labour 
of his hands. * He saw of the travail of his soul,' 
and the glory of God among the people. A powerful 
reformation followed, in which many learned to sing 
the sweet songs of Zion. Seven first united to take 
the scriptures for their rule of faith and practice ; but 
their number increased, until it now amounted to one 
hundred and twelve. I tarried five days among them, 
preaching the word of the Lord, and enjoyed some 
good seasons. 

During my stay in Portsmouth, I sent an appoint- 
ment across the Ohio river, into Kentucky ; but when 
the time came, the boat used for crossing the river 
was absent. The stream I think was about half a 
mile wide; and as I was unwilling to disappoint the 
people, I began to contrive a way to cross; and go- 
ing alone down the river sidfe, after an hour's labour, 
I succeeded in getting an old canoe from among the 
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flood wood, that had an opening in the bottom from 
end to end, and nearly an inch in width. As the 
water appeared to be shallow, and of a gentle cur- 
rent, I thought, with little difficulty, I should soon 
reach the opposite shore ; and accordingly set off my 
little bark. Taking a board for a paddle, and placing 
another across the canoe, I seated myself, when my 
little vessel, sinking in the water, filled within two 
inches of the top. Thus I ventured forward; but 
soon found myself in deep, agitated water ; and cast- 
ing my eyes toward the shores, they seemed to be in 
a rapid flight. My little bark whirled round and 
round, and I wished myself on the land, thinking this 
perhaps, was an imprudent step. Resolving, how- 
ever, not to despair, I endeavoured to gain the Ken- 
tucky shore. After floating down the stream half a 
mile, I came within one or two rods of the bank, 
where the water was very deep and the cu^rrent swift. 
A quantity of flood wood wa;a lodged a little below 
me, and I could see no way to avoid falling amongst 
it; but happily a stick, projecting from the bottom of 
the river nearly to the surface of the water, fastened 
in the bottom of the canoe, and held it. Presently I 
caught a rail that was floating down the stream, and 
placing one end of it on the canoe, and the other end 
upon a log, walked on it to the shore. A large num- 
ber, chiefly people of colour, assembled, and I felt 
that Heaven assisted me in preaching. Their tears 
flowed freely, and my soul rejoiced for the privilege 
of pointing Afric's injured sons to the Lamb of God, 
who is able and willing to sanctify their wrongs to 
their eternal good. Several, apparently much af- 
fected, came forward for prayer, and promised to 
seek the Lord. Nearly the whole assembly kneeled 
in time of prayer: and I was informed this was the 
custom of the country. It is indeed but a respectful 
custom, when God is addressed by his creature, lit- 
tle, sinful man. Duty demanding my immediate rie- 
turn, I obtained assistance in getting my canoe to th© 
shore, and in preparing a paddle; and after floating 
down the stream another half mile, reached the oppo*' 
eite shore in safety. 
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Monday, July 29, proceeding twenty-five miles up 
the Ohio river, I held a meeting in Raccoon. The 
next day I went twenty-five miles, to Rutland, and 
there met Elders Rothburn and Hatch; who had 
been Free- Will Baptist preachers in New-England, 
several years previous to this time. When they came 
to this country, they found Elder Steadman, an influ* 
ential preacher of their own order, happily engaged 
in the work of the Lord. Elder Steadman removed 
from New-England, about the year 1805, established 
several churches, and formed a quarterly meeting; 
which became so large, that it was divided into two, 
and these two organised a yearly meeting. Elders 
R. and H, became fellow-labourers with Elder S., in 
the precious cause of Christ, till the parched ground 
became a pool, and the thirsty land, springs of water. 
The church was nourished by the dews of heaven^ 
and the wilderness became vocal with the praises of 
Emmanuel. But soon the scene changed. The cir- 
cumstances as related to me were as follows: 

At a session of their yearly meeting, one who had 
been considered a father in Zion, came into the as- 
sembly, fell on his knees, and, to the surprise of all 
the congregation, confessed, with bursts of grief, a 
crime, of which even his most violent enemies had not 
suspected him to be guilty; and which, but for tfats 
confession, might have remained a secret till the 
Judgment. The assembly were astonished; the hearts 
of his brethren broken with grief; and even his ene- 
mies, who had formerly sought occasion against him, 
now wept profusely ; and scarcely a dry face was to 
be seen in the whole assembly. Deep sorrow sat on 
the countenance of every friend ; and some of the 
preachers wept the whole night. A little before day, 
the penitent came to their lodgings, kneeled at their 
bed-side, and after weeping a while, he asked them 
if they could forgive him. They said they could, aa 
to personal feelings — ^but still they wept again, for the 
occasion that had been given for the enemies of the 
cross, to speak reproachfully. The wicked now tri- 
umphed ; and among the brethren there was a divi- 
sion; some thought they should forgive him, and let 



him r^ain hie eldership; others, though ivilling to 
forgive, were of opinion that his eldership ought to 
be taken away. Not far from this time, they were 
visited by severe preachers of talents, from Miami 
and Kentucky, belonging to the Beet called 'New 
Lights. ' The yearly meeting was in a rocking and 
tried state. The preachers being mostly young, and 
little lined to auch trials as hoi^ assailed them, felt 
unable to sustain the shock. The visiting preacher^ 
proposed a union with their di^nominatioii. The par- 
ties held a conferencb to learn the existing differencd 
of opinion; and afler the investigation,, concluded 
there was no esseiitial difiference, — ^that they should 
be one peoplOy'^^and accordingly they united. Some 
of the chui^ches, however, and many individuals in 
the yearly meeting, were much dissatisfied; and for 
several years would not aoknowledge the union. 

I preached with them once or twice; and on 
Wednesday, July 31, commenced my return to New- 
York. And agreeably to the injunction, ^'^ ye go^ 
preach^^^ I attended meetings in Athens and New- 
ark. And on Sunday, August 4, hearing the New 
Lights held a camp-meeting at Mount Vernon, I 
rode fifteen miles in the morning, and entered the 
camp ground, a stranger to all. My garments were 
worn nearly to rags — ^much soiled by my late travels 
in the heat and dust-^and I had no /change ; still I 
believed duty called me to speak to this people. Hav- 
ing the impression that an introduction somewhat 
singular, would in this case render the hearts of the 
people more accessible, I gave my portmanteau to 
the first man I met, went upon the stand uninvited, 
and took a seat without speaking, or fixing my eyes 
on any one, till the close of a discourse which a 
preacher was then delivering« Then I asked the 
privilege of addressing the assembly. The preachers 
and peopliB looked at me with apparent suspicion ; and 
after a little hesitation, a minister called for my cre- 
dentials. As I left the stand to search for my port- 
manteau which contained my letters* they called me 
back, and said, that after an intermidsiph of half an 
hour, my request should be granted. As the ' New 
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Lights' had been much {persecuted, I understood 
some supposed me to be a wicked lad, that had been 
sent by their enemies to impose on them; but they 
hoped my attempt to pre»ch would be instrumental of 
my awakening. The whole assembly watched me 
very closely till I retired for prayer. When the timer 
of intermission had expired, even before the people 
had assembled, I went upon the preachers' stand 
alone, and without ceremony, falling on my knees, 
began to pray. The Spirit made intercession; the 
windows of heaven seemed to be open ; and at times, 
the groans, cries, and sound of araen, almost drowned 
my voice. When I arose, the people, who were in 
number about one thousand, stood thick around the 
stand, and many countenances were bathed in tears: 
A text occurred to my recollection; Num. 10:29: 
<< We are journeying unio the plaee of iohich the Lord 
Boidf I will give it you: come thou touh us, and we wiH 
do thee good: for the Lord hath spoken good concerning 
Israel.' ' In Uie illustration of this passage, I noticed 
the analogy, first, between the house of Jacob, and 
the true Israel, or heirs according to promise; sec«> 
ondly, between Moses, the leader of ancient Israel, 
and Christ, the leader of the true Israel ; thirdly, be- 
tween this journey to the promised land, and the 
christian's journey to the rest promised to the true 
Israel; and fourthly, the analogy between the goo^ 
promised by Moses,- and that which is offered by* 
Christ. The Lord showed me favour, and enabled 
me to speak an hour and a half with great freedom. 
The assembly stood during the whole time, and many 
were powerfully wrought upon by the Spirit; saints 
rejoiced, some shouted, and tears rolled down the 
cheeks of hundreds. Some powerful exhortations 
were added, and the table of the Lord was spread be*^ 
fore the assembly. 

After communion, a vessel of water, basins an^ 
towels having been prepared, one asked, '* Who wUl 
obey the mandate of the Son of God^ ' Ye also ought to 
wash one another's feeVl " All waited a little time in 
silence. And believing the Spirit bade me arise and 
obey, I laid aside my garments, girded myself with a 
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Ubiireif pdtired out thfe water, and began to wash their 
feet. Upon whkh one of the preachers exclaimed, 
•*fir/ory to Qod! some in J^ew^York krunv as well how 
to wa»h ike smnts' feet as chnsttana in O^io." Many 
joined in this ordinance, and the effect was so'lemti 
Ikod impressive. Before the meeting closed, which 
was on Monday morning, several were hopefully con- 
verted. During this time, various persons put 'i^all 
pieces of money in my hand, which amounted in all 
lo ten dollars; and a merchant gave me cloth and 
trimmings for a pair of pantaloons. O how kindly 
hath the Loi^d provided for his unprofitable servant! 

In compliance with the request . of a gentleman in 
Mt. Vernon village, I called at his hoilse. His wife 
tnet me al the door with her face bathed in tears, aYid 
giving me her hand she affectionately said, *' Ghry 
i» €hd, far what I have experienced this morming, I 
was bred in a formal reiigi&n, and yestei^&y w^nt to 
ineeting an wAeliever in experimental religion. But 
while you were speaking God sent an arrow to my 
heiut ; and from that moment I have f^lt the hdrrours 
and pains of hell til| this morning; and, bless the 
Lord, I have just now found peace that is bleyond 
-expression." Her husband was a professor, and we 
had a season of rejoicing. He informed me th&t sev- 
eral in the village proposed making a contribution for 
me, if I would receive it. But I felt rich and happy, 
and after expressing my thanks ^r their kindness, 
told him I had enough. 

My next meeting was in JefTers^^n. It commenced 
ia the aflemoon, and continued till midnight. The 
power of God was present, and eternity seemed un- 
veiled; several were awakened, some wanderers con- 
fessed their backslidings, and the praises of three 
happy converts crowned the interview. Wednesday, 
Aug. 7, I arrived at brother Reynolds' ih BirUnswick, 
Huron county, and returned his horse, which I had 
ro4e about six hundred miles. Ht^ would take no 

Sottniary reward. O Lord, do ihoii reward him. 
irsuing my journey, I attended tneetings in Bruns- 
wick, Brownson, PlymoQ^, Greenwich, Fitzville, 
Ciarksfield, Milu!, and Portland, someftmes called 
10 . 
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Sandusky city. In some of these, mj sottl wuft f^^^ 
\y blessed, and the seasons appearea to he profitable 
to the people. 

On Thursday, the Idth, I crossed Saadusky bay 
and visited a small settlement, a few miles firom th# 
light-house, where I was detained in coming to thip 
country. I was informed there had been no preach? 
ing on the peninsula for more than a year and a halC* 
The Lord gave me jfreedora, and solemnity reigoe^ 
in our midst. After sermon, I began speaking to 
.individuals; but looking around, I perceived the 
greater part had left me, and were looking in at the 
doors and windows, where they could hear, and avoid 
being spoken to themselves. Some appeared tender, 
others inflexibly hard. I dined in the place, and, as 
a friend afterward informed me, the woman o£ the 
house hurried the company while I was washing 
without, to take seats at the table lest I. should give 
thanks. 

Friday, I returned to Portland, and waited the arri«- 
val of a vessel to take a passage to Buffalo. The 
steam-boat did not arrive at the expected hour, and 
word soon came that it had suffered in a gale of wind 
and was laid up for repairs. Information was givea 
me, that several had expressed doubts as to the coi> 
rectness of the discourse, delivered in my late visit; 
iii which it was remarked, that I never preached by 
note; for I believed if a man was called of God to 
preach the gospel, he was not under the necessity of 
reading it to the people. They were suspicious that 
my discourse had been committed to memory; and to 
prove me, desired that I would preach ft'om a text 
they should give me. I told him they might notify a 
meeting and give me a text as I arose to speak. 
Nearly two hours before the appointed time, Mr. 
Marsh, keeper of the steam-boat hotel, sent a note 
requesting me to preach from the foUowing text; GaL 
3:8; ''w^ncl ike icripturey fore$eeing that Godwrndi 
justly the heathen thr<ntgh faith, preached hdore the go^ 
pel vnto .Abraham, saying, In thee shtdl all nationa be 
blessed.^* 1 retired to a grove, spent a few minutes 
in prayer, then returned and anxiously waited the ap« 



p^Bltdd'bottr. Abotft alltke viHage assembled; and 
a^r readiz^ my text and making aome introductory 
remarks, I noticed, first,, ikz zcrifiurt promises of thp 
Messiah; secondly, tkeir fuilfilment^ and the manner in 
ishick aU nations are blessed in the seed of Mraham; 
«IK? thirdly, the faith through which the heathen are jus- 
tified. Tke fear of man was removed, and my soul 
led oot into the deep things of God The awakening 
snfltte&ee of the Holy Spirit was manifest in the as* 
dembly, and many faces were bedewed with tears. 
Mr. Marsh, with two or three others, made me a 
present of nearly three dollars. 
. On Saturday, Aug. 17, finding no opportunity for 
a passage, on the lake, and hearing that on Tuesday 
Allowing a vessel was to go from Cleaveland, a town 
«txty miks distant; I left Portland at the setting of 
the- sun, with my portmanteau <m my shoulder, and 
walked seven miles that evening. The next day I 
walked thirty miles, prinoipally on the beach of the 
take; and mueh of the way my feet sunk to the ank- 
les in sand. About twelve o'clock, a stranger on 
liorsebadE overtook me; said that a few months prof 
viotts he heard me preach, and ofiered to carry my 
pertmafiteao. His kindness was gladly accepted. 
When night came, I retired to rest much wearied; 
and at the dawn of the next morning proceeded on my 
jeamey. Afler travelling three miles, I found the 
man who had my portmanteau. He ofiered to carry 
ll to Cleaveland, and expecting he would soon over- 
take me, I lefl him, hasted on my way, and reached 
Cleaveland before 1 1 o'clock, A. M. On this morn-* 
i^ I had travelled twenty miles, and now to my dis- 
appoiatment found the vessel had sailed an hour be- 
fore my arrival In my haste during the latter part 
^f the jouraey , I had allowed myself no time to eat, 
which now made me feel the cravings of hunger; but 
niy money was in the portmanteau, which had not yet 
arrived. I w^it to a grocer, told him my situation, 
and desired something to eat, promising to pay as 
soon as my money should arrive. But being denied, 
I went out from the town a little distance, sat down 
hj the way-side in the rain, and anxiously waited for 



the 8tra^g«r. H« had betides my moneys mf wtilebv 
#nd other articles, amounting in all. to forty dollars^ 
la about two hours, my friend appeared with, mf 
portmanteau, and wiUi. thankfulness I suppliedi my 
wants. 

I tarried in ClesYeland one day, and on Toesday, 
the 20th of Aug. set sail in the iVicator i&r Buffalo.; 
We had afaic wind, and a itf^oaperous vojrage; but 
the company were profane and:wiokedi Thursday, I 
landed ai Buffalo, went to liaraburg whese I bad left 
my horse, and the six days folfewing, attfasided meet- 
ings in Hamburg, Eden, Boston, Concord, and £]r« 
licottsviUe. Some of these sea^oos were refreshing. 
Several, who had been living without God and with* 
out hope in the world, were nxide to fedi their pover- 
ty, and desired the prayers of christians in their be^ 
half. After this, I visijt»ed Elder J. Folsom, of Boa-- 
ton, who was nigh unto death; ajid for the last time, 
enjoyed his: society. To anp it was an impressive and 
memorable season. Elder F. had been a faithful and 
spiritual watohman. I mourned in the certain expter 
tation, that soon he would leave the eare of Zion; 
and as I looked upon the companion of his youth, and 
their numerous family, all my sympathies were awal&* 
ened. His soul was happy, and he rejoiced in God* 
With the firm and blessed hope of meeting him in the 
land of immortality and eternal bliss, I pressed hie 
pallid hand, and bade him adieu ."^ 

From Boston I went to Attica, where the seoco^ 
session of the Holland Purchase Y. M. comme»eed 
on the 31st of Aug. 1822. Several discouraes wera. 
delivered, and followed by animating exhortati(H)#^ 
A comfortable season was enjoyed, ^t nothing spoi* . 
cial occurred. In Elders' Conference, a resolve was 
passed, advising our preachers and brethren not t9 
connect with masonic lodges. I did not vote for tbia 
resolve with the Conference, because one of our 

*A few months tfter thii, Eld«r Fotsom lef^ the wprld in die triunphs 

of that faith, he had so often recommended to others. His funeral- 
Bermv>n was preached hv Elder R. Carej, one of his spiritual children « 
His death was lamented by hundreds of the chnrch qf Christ, but the^ 
mourned not as tk^n^ without JiQpe« 



|rtPeftcbefs, wham I fhdught one of the best, was a 
^e mason ; and I concluded if masonry was not good 
he wonhl come out from it. 

After the close of the jearly meeting, I continued 
my journey toward Junius; and on the way, preached 
ence in Covington, thrice in Richmond, once in Gor- 
ham, thrice in Benton, twice in Milo, and attended 
ei^t meetings in Wayne. The Lcfrd blessed some' 
of these seasons with his presence ; and I trust some 
fi^uits of the same will appear in the day of eternity. 
In Miio, many seemed resolved to submit to Jesus^ 
and serveral mourners desired the prayers of saints. 

On Monday, Sept. 9, 1 ariived at my father's dwell- 
ing, but found it empty. My father was absent on a 
visi< to his relatives in Connecticut, and my two eld- 
est brothers were living in an adjacent neighbour- 
hood. As there was no friend to welcome my return;"^ 
I walked out over the i^aces that had been familiar 
to me, to indulge the soKtude of my feelings, and 
#6fieet upon the changing scenes of time. Here, 
was the place where I mourned my wretched state, 
when unreconciled to (xod. There, beneath the 
shade of that wood, I supplicated Heaven's mercy; 
and there despaired, feariag my day of grace was 
over, and my state unalterably fixed. But O the 
<$htage, ainee that distressing hour! Bless the Lord, 
tfeat ray soul ever experienced it. Here, when the 
' wo * was laid on me if I preached not the gospel, 1 
Walked oft the banks of this little rivulet, and wept, 
tiaying, **Lord, lam a child, how can I goT* There, 
H^hile on my knees, beneath the boughs of that white- 
wood tree, I resolved to obey the Xord, and be an 
exile and a wandlurer in the earth to preach the gospel 
df Christ. Here, stood the dwelling, in which I 
hehred, on the morning of my departure, with my pa- 
tents, sister and brothers, and for the last time, 
fa«ard my dear mother's voice lifted to €k>d in prayer. 
But the flames have consumed every vestige. Here 
my mother, trembling, gave the parting hand, while 
the tears that rolled down her oheek, bespoke the 
parting severe. Here she cast the final look upon 
her beloved soil as he wei^t out of sight $ theii returned 
10* 
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to her cottage, to see him no more in time. Now 
she is gone; — that bosom is heaved by aiBiction no 
more. Though the falling tempests beat upon her 
silent mansion, aad winter's rude whistling winds pa» 
over it, yet her repose is undisturbed. But where 
are tl^ose two little motherless children — ^Rosanna and 
Jeremiah? Once they had a mother's care; now 
they are confided to the protection of strangers! But 
reflection reminds me, that they are under the care 
of my heavenly Father, who is able to make even thi» 
affliction work for their eternal good. And as for 
myself, I am an exile; still but a child of sixteen; 
0trewing my tears fromylace to place; wearing out 
my life, and exposing myself to a premature death 
for the welfare of my fellow mortals«-who for this, 
often aim the vile weapoim -of slander and detraetion. 
Oilen I lack the necessaries of life — ^but immediately 
something whispered, ' Hush! David. Shall mortal 
man complain? Thou luai rectwed thy pemiamf 4 
himired fold in ihia Ufe^ with persecuiion^ which is a 
part of thy salary; therefore inou art bk»9ed. Cast 
thine eyes above ; there thou hast an Almighty Friend ; 
there is thy inherkanee and thy treasure. And. as 
thy day is, shall thy strength be.' Peace flowed into 
my soul; and I exclaimed, ' Lord Jesus, thy will, n«^ 
mine, be done. Help me in patience to possess mf 
soul,, and make me useful in thy vineyard, the little 
time thou shak allot to me in this vale of tears. When 
in death's cold asms 1 fajl, though it -be in some ^»» 
tant land, far from my native soil, be thou my friend 
and accompany me through the gloomy Taio; Maji 
my flesh rest in hope ; and in the morning of the re»« 
urrection, have an entrance into the celestial city> 
where thy sof^ hand shall wipe away all tears, thjR 
children be united in one^ and with their hai^ps aU 
tuned, sing that song whidh never ends. 
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CHAPTER IX, 

Ji jpurmy to CotuMciietit.-— wdftofter to Upper Canada: 
. md ike particulars of my tra^eh to the age tf aevevh 
teen yeare. 

From the eomm^M^ment of my tr aveis, I had often 
wished to visit my relatives in Coaaecticut, and ac* 
eording to the grace given aie, preach the gospel ia 
that section also. Now the long desired opportunity 
pf esenled, and I concluded ailer visiting my brothers 
to depart immediately. With them, I enjoyed a sol* 
emn interview; preached once ia Junius, and thought 
ih& prejudice of some of my oppdsers was removed. 
My eldest brother accompanied me to Galen, where 
we attended monthly conference with the church. 
.Here, i had the satisfaction of seeing one, that had 
^eeoi awakened in my lasi^meeting in this place, now 
jrsfoicing in Grod. On Sunday » Sept. 15, I attended 
.4vo meetings in (ialen; then left my brothers aa4 
.several others in tears, and the same evening went to 
;Mentz. The next day I rode forty miles, and held a 
inDeting; but had a dull, trying time. The day folr 
iowing, I reached Brookfield, and was welcomed by 
my friends with expressions of surprise and gladfiess.; 
'4jqi having beard that I had been assassinated, they 
.expected to see my face no more. I attended three 
-meetings with them, in which we were blessed with 
ihe smiles of the Savionr. On Friday, i rode thirty 
«ailes through the rain to Cherry Valley, and ap^ 
pointed a meeting in the evening at the Academy. Ma* 
rUf of the villfl^«rs, excited by curiosity, came out ta 
hear the '*UUk stronger;^* and by the weeping ot 
-aetae » and the seriousttess <^ all, it seemed that good 
was done. Saturday, after travelling fiurly miles, I 
again found myself nearly destitute of money. My 
supper was given me, and in the morning I paid my 
last money for the night's lodging, and left a vest aa 
security for my borse^keeping, till my return. Pro** 
ceeding on my way twenty miles to Greenville, I 
saw a congregation coming out of a school-house, 
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and was impressed to kneel on the green and prajr. 
This I did, and found access to the throne of grace. 
The people soliciting an appointment, I tarried tite 
ftflernoon, and preached to several hundreds. The 
Lord opened the hearts of some, and they communis 
cated ahout three dollars. Thus did kind Heaven 
again supply my necessities. Monday, I crossed the 
North river at Hudson, and preached at Mr. Parry's 
tavern in Egremont, Mass. A young man of the 
^unily, manifested a desire to seek an interest in the 
dear Redeemer. They kindly gave me entertain* 
ment; and in the morning, after praying with them, 
I left them in tears. 

At evening, I came to the dwelling of my grand*- 
father Marks in Burlington. As both he and mf 
tinele Marks were of the Episcopal church, but my-* 
self a member efadisaenting, consequently an nnptfp^ 
vdar order, I bad prepared my mind for a cold recep«' 
tion. But in th», I was happily disappointed ; they 
received me affectionately, gave me much good in** 
struction and wise counsel, exhorted me to be humbte 
and faithiul, and discharge my duty in the fear of th«f 
Lord. I found my grandfather to be a man of expe- 
rience in the things of €iod, and possessed of that 
charity which suffereth long. He despised a frtfe^*' 
Aon without e^rperunentat religion, a farm without the 
power of godliness,* and a minisiry without koHttesr-ef 
heewi and commtitoton with 66d. My uncle also waii 
as a father in the gospel to me; and time passed 
pleasantly in the society of his family. Ten years 
liad elapsed since I had seen these kind relatives, 
and now the privilege of visiting them and the places 
of my early childhood, which time had almost obHt^. 
eraited from my memory, was sweet to my soul. 

In Plymouth, I visited'the grave-yard, and beghi* 
ning to search among the white marbles for my broi- 
th€^ Jeremiah's grave, soon espied his name on a 
'white stone at the head of a little mound; and, W9t!i 
much emotion, reiui the following lines, which the 
passing years had erased from my memory: 

** Short was mj life, and sweet the dote— 
I called tlie Sayiour at the gate; 
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Into the hands qf cruel death.** 

ITow I reraemered how oft he used to lead me to the* 
fecret place, and teach me to call on the name of the^ 
Lord. His good advice and pious warnings, with his 
4ju^ words, ** / fear Damd wiU run a vncked 

race," were likewise remembered. Ah! thought I, 
if he were ilow alive he would rejoice and be glad for 
the great things the Lord has done for me; ^ for God 
has answered his fervent prayers, and converted mj 
soul. Sat, perhaps, he knows it all; and is, doubt*- 
Iqea, at rest, where the changing scenes of life can 
trouble him no more ; and where nothing is wanting 
to complete his bliss. . I gazed upon his grave, and 
ateoet coveted his repose, saying in my heart, if 
fiulhfiil to my calling, when I have wandered a few 
more days to persuade sinners to be Tecoociled: to 
God, my latter ^id, like thine, shall be peace;: like 
Ihete, I shall rest from my labours, and my works foK 
low. Leaving his peaceful grave, I went to. Southings 
t<Hi, where my grand father Merriman formerly lived, 
and whither my parents had often, taken, me when a 
child. But bodi my grandparent and' his companion 
were gone *{he way of all the earth.' Some of my 
uncles and other relatives also, were no more. All 
setaied so desolate, that after staying the night with 
a brother of my mother, I went to Middletown, and 
tarried a little time with Elder Josiah Graves. He 
married a sister of my mother, and fVom him and his 
family I met with a very affectionate recepti<m. 

Elder Graves had been a member of the Calvinism 
tic Baptist church, and a preacher of good report in 
that denomination sixteen years. Then, from a ort(i- 
eal examination of ike 8cripture»i he changed his sen<- 
timeiits, and boldly preaohe'tt the doctrine offree sal- 
voHofi^^ndfree cirnvmutiiion. For thi&, he was viewed 
as one that had departed from the faith of the gospel^ 
and was excluded from the fellowship of the church. 
Several of its members immediately seceded, and 
with him were organized into a church, calling them* 
selves Free* Will Baptists, Hitherto they had neith- 
er known our Connexion or sentiments; still I found 
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their doctrine and practice were the sanie that are 
held by the Free- Will Baptists. I enjoyed the privi- 
lege of preaching with them, and Elder Graves re* 
marked he had not before heard his own * sentiments 
fully preached by another. I had the satisfaction of 
introducing to them our religious periodical ; and by 
this medium they became known to the Connexion, 
and soon after joined the Rhode- Island Q. Meetings 
After visiting an only sister of my father in Hart* 
ford, I went to Berlin, and in the rain preached to a 
small congregation in the street. Some good ap* 
pearances were visible. The next day I held a meet- 
ing in Southington. Sunday, Sept. S9, I attended 
meetings in Southington, Bristol, Plymouth, and 
Burlington; and the day following preached at the 
house of my grandfather. Here, i had the satisfao 
tion of meeting my father, but enjoyed only a short 
interview with him, as a chain of appointments, e:i^ 
tending about three hundred miles to the west, now 
made it my duty to leave, and he was not ready, to 
return. 

On Thursday, bidding my father and khid relatives 
farewell, I proceeded to Winstead and attended wor- 
ship in the evening. The next day, after travelling 
thirty-seveA miles, I spoke with much freedom to a 
congregation in Egremont, Mass. ; and at evening 
held a meeting near the city of Hudson. The assem- 
bly was large and solemn, and by some, I trust, thitf 
season will be gladly remembered in eternity. Thh 
next day I crossed the Hudson, and preached to 
about two hundred people in the Christian meeting- 
house at iSreenville. Here a collection of five dm- 
lars was given me. Having an appointment at ten 
-o'clock the next morning, twenty miles distant, I took 
my leave of the kind peddle, afler nine in the even- 
ing, and walked the greater part of nine miles. In 
the morning I reached the appointment, and preach^ 
ed from 1 Cor. 13:4—8. The Spirit of God wa« 
manifested in a special manner. One was powerful- 
ly wrought upon and fell, upon which the people were 
alarmed, and broke the order of the meeting. I was 
obliged to leave them in haste, as it was but IHtlle 
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inore than an hour to my ncfxt appointment nrhmh wad 
^en miles distant. I found a crowded assembly, and 
felt that the Lord gave me utterance in speaking tQ 
them. Many appeared to be deeply exercised and 
Vfept, but some publicly opposed. After the meeting,* 
a stranger gave me a dollar, and wished me success 
in the cause of truth; and I left the place rejoicing 
in God, whet had favoured me Afi^ith much of his Holy 
Spirit. At evening I preached in Sharon to a very 
laxffe assembly that heard with attention. 

Monday I rode five miles, and at sunrise preached 
to about forty people in a field; then went to Spring* 
^eld and spoke to about two hundred in the Baptist 
meeting-house. It was a time of much solemnity^ 
My soul was happy, and I felt to praise the Lord in 
the congregation. O, the stupidity of men! who 
neglect to honour God and call upon his great name. 
Alas! how indifterent are thousands; yes, the great-* 
er part of the world, notwithstanding eternity is de* 
pending, on the passing moments. I rode twenty-two 
miles to Plainfield, and preached in the evening. ' 
Until this time, I had travelled on foot or on horses 
back, and often with great weariness. A friend here 
kindly offered to sell me a light wagon for thirty-five 
dollars, provided I could pay twelve dollars now, and 
the winter following send the remainder by mail. I 
thanked th0 Lord S>r this opportunity, accepted the 
offer, and was enabled to meet my engagements. 
The next day I attended meeting in the afternoon kt 
the west part of .the town, and another at Hamilton 
Academy; the day following I travelled thirty miles 
and preached in Cazanovia, Pompey, and Manlius. 
Thursday, Lrode thirty-five miles and attended two 
meetings, which vfere truly seasons of refreshing, 
^he next day I .preached in Junius, at the house of 
Major Chamberlain, who was in a low state of health. 
He pdTofessed no religion, but. was tinder serious ex- 
ercises of mind and jeque^ted me to pray for him. 
When we parted lie left a dollar in my h^d. 

Saturday and Sunday^ Oct. 12 and 13, the Benton 
Q. M. was holden in Benton. We were favoured 
with the Pivine presence, and our he^ts were made 
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fltd in tke Lord, In the Elders' Conference, 
londay, much union existed, and the business c^tfae^ 
meeting was transacted in the fear of €rod. 

On Tuesday, I attended a meeting in Phelps, and 
the Holy Spirit seemed deeply to touch the hearts of 
some. After this I went ninety miles to Bethany, 
where the Bethany quarterly meeting opened on the 
twentieth of the month. The weather was extremely 
unpleasant; yet several assembled, and the LodI 
made it a favoured opportunity. The preaching was 
in the power and demonstration of the Spirit. Our 
hearts were warmed with heavenly love, and many 
went away rejoicing in the RocK of their salvation; 
After meeting, I went to Black Rock, and crossed 
the Niagara river into Upper Canada. Proceeding 
a few miles down the river, I took an active patt in a 
Methodist prayer meeting. After iheeting, a brother 
desired to know why I came into this country te 
preach, rather than «tay end pteaeh within the cir<^ 
of my acquaintance. I replied, that if Cod had given 
me a mission, it was not to slafy and preach; but, ae* 
cording to Mark 16:15, to " Qo and preach;" md 
that duty led me to travel, as the* apostles and the 
blessed Jesus did, to publish the glad tidings of sa^ 
vation to all classes of men; so that hearing the truth 
from various witnesses, some might thereby be saved^ 

Friday, Oct. 25, 1 walked twenty-4wo miles to see 
the cataract of Niagara. I descended a spird stairs 
case of one hundred steps; then casting my eyes 
upward, beheld the rockd towering one hnndred md 
fifty feet above my head, while immense volumes of 
water poured from this height in awftil majesty.^^ 
These circumstances, together with the continued 
roar of the water falling into the awful gUlf beneath, 
and then pasj»ing along in dreadful agitation^->^be 
trembling of the earth around the cataract — the rising 
spray, with the attending rainbow — united to totm a 
scene more sublime and impressive, than any X had 
ever witnessed. Stupid must be the mind, that oan 
view such a wonder without being led to adore its 
Divine Author. On this occasion, my heart adopted 
the language of the inspired penmen : *' Who i$ lUoe 
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jtMriket, O Lord, among the gods? who is Wee ihee, 
•^torious in holiness, featful'in praises, doing wonders.** 
'* The heavens declare thy glory, and the firmdmeiit 
'shaweth iky handy work. Day unto day tdtereth speech, 
und night unto night showeth knowledge,^* 

While beholding the constant motion of the stream, 
I was forcibly struck with its analogy to ftian's voyagfe 
down the stream of time. A few miles above the 
falls, the river glides gently and Undisturbed ;^^so the 
'morning of Ufe passes shioothly away. As in a little 
distance, the smooth surface of the water is broken 
IB (Missing over the rocks, and with inconceivable 
swiftness is finally hurried down the tremendous pre- 
icipice; — so after a few days, the fair appearances of 
i^arthly prospects are broken on the rocks of disap- 
{M>intment; and every passing moment hastens the 
living to that dread precipice, whence they ihust 
launch into eternity. Still, while the sons of vanity 
know this, they sport aiid amuse themselves with that 
which cannot profit, and that which renders their 
hearts insensible to their dreadfttl dimger. Thus they 
temain stupidly ignorant of th^ horrid gulf into which, 
unless they soon awake, they will as sui^ly plutige, 
as the waters of Niagara, in their course, plunge 
ddwn the precipice. Should we not think people be- 
side themselves, were we to see them enter a vessel 
«-^w miles above the falls, suffer it to float with the 
current, and in the meantime waste their hours in 
"Bleep, or amuse themselves with frivolous reading, 
daneing, card playing, decking thenlseives with or- 
naments, or ^ofgeous and costly apparel, till they 
•shimid find thdr bark leaving the gen^l^ stream, and 
haMtemng with awful speed down the irresistible cur- 
rent? Then in vain they might awake, see their 
faelpleM state, and cry fbf l^ssistance ;— in vain might 
they attempt to escape ;-^i'n Vfeih they might t\irn their 
eyes from the danger ;-^iii vAin might they strive to 
fm^et their condition. Nothing now can save them 
Uroto the sad and final doom! Should we not pity 
them? Should we hot, before they are passed be- 
yond the I'etteh of help, labour diligently to arouse 
them fr<^ i^eir st^ipidity ; to warn them of their daB- 
11 
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ger, and to turn them from their fatal course? Httr 
manity answers, yes. And while men, floating rap* 
idly down the stream of time, must soon launch into 
eternity — and, if not aroused from their insensibility 
to spiritual things, must sink into the burning lake; 
shall we labour less diligently for their eternal wel- 
fare — or be less anxious to save them from the far 
more dreadful destruction that awaits them? Heaven 
says, no. Reason and revelation say no. And coii- 
science approves the decision. But, O! how aston« 
ishing . the mournful truth-^hat men are offended 
when we seek their welfare; when we strive to awa- 
ken them from fatal stupidity; and for this, count U9 
enemies, and treat us as foesi 

In the evening, I held a meeting at the little vil- 
lage of St. David *s, and afler its close, several gentle- 
men, as they passed out, laid some pieces of money 
on the table before me. The two days following, I 
spent at a Methodist quarterly meeting in the town- 
ship of Stanford. They received me kindly, and I 
used the liberty given in the gospel. This was a pre- 
cious season. Afler the quarterly meeting closed, I 
preached in the evening at the Methodist chapel in 
Lundy's Lane; and the next day visited and prayed 
in several families. One of these families consisted 
of a widow and two sons ; and as soon as I began to 
converse, the sons fled to the barn. I followed anj 
prayed with them. They appeared rather seriously 
exercised, yet angry at my perseverance in persuar 
dinff them to be reconciled to God. At 1 o'clock, 
P. M., I held a meeting a few miles west of St. Dar 
vid's. The Lord heard the groanings of his people, 
and his Spirit reached the hearts of sinners. Twelve, 
that were awakened, bowed at the altar of mercy. 
In the evening, I preached at the chapel in Stanfard; 
and the day fdl<owing, in St David's. 

On Wednesday, I walked thirteen miles through 
the mud, and attended meetings in Queenaton and 
Chippeway: in the latter, I was much shut up and 
exceedingly tempted. My trials were so severe, that 
^ike Peter, I found my faith weak and myself sinHing; 
but the promise that we shall not '' tie tempted abov,e 
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that we are able, but with the temptation shall find 
way for escape," encouraged me. I cried ufito the 
Lord, and blessed be his name, he heard my cry and 
delivered me out of trouble. On Thursday, I at- 
tended two meetings ; in the latter, at Waterloo, th6 
Lord made it a season of refreshing to his saints, and 
of trembling to some sinners. The day following, I 
' crossed the Niagara at Black Rock, and preached at 
Hamburg in the evening. On Saturday, I laboured 
under much indisposition, but was enabled to attend 
appointments in Aurora and Wales. 

Sunday, Nov. 2, I held two meetings in Benningr 
ton. At the close of the latter, a young woman, 
whose father, when "living, had been a Presbyterian 
minister, came forward weeping, and asked me to 
pray for her. I replied, you must pray for yourself 
She said she could not; and repeating the scripture, 
** The effectual fervent prayer of the righteous man 
availeth much," again requested my prayers in her 
behalf I asked her if she was willing to kneel. She 
said "yes," and bowed the knee, weeping while I 
prayed for her, as if her heart was broken. Shortly 
afler, she was brought to rejoice in the Redeemer, 
and united with the Presbyterian church. At two 
o'clock, P. M., I preached again in the east part of 
Bennington; and at evening, in the village of Attica, 
These were to me seasons of rejoicing. 



CHAPTER X, 

My travels and lahow^ in different places; revival in 

Batavia, S^c, 

Monday, Nov. 4, 1S22, completed my seventeenth 
year. As the sun arose in splendour, my mind was 
filled with solemnity; and I rejoiced in God the Rock 
of my salvation, for the great things he had done for 
me. I said in my heart, * hitherto he hath been my 
helper, and in all my tribulation, his right hand hath 
Upheld me. When but a child, in distant lands, and 
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Oppressed with poverty, his grace has been sufficient 
for me. He has soothed every sorrow, and poured 
heavenly consolation into my bosom. * O, my soul, 
declare his greatness, and his goodness in the conr 
gregation of the living ; and when death shjall call 
thee hence, shout his pi^aises, and speak of hi^ power 
in that hour of trial ; for surely had not his arm been 
strong, and his mercy great, ere this time> thou hadst 
fallen by the hand of Saul:' 

•<■ His worth,, if all the nations knew. 
Sure the whole world would love him too." 

Now I covenanted with God to be more faithful in 
his cause; praying that I might see a more abundant 
outpouring of his Spirit, and more souls persuaded 
to turn and live. On this day I had two appoint- 
ments; but my horse being taken ill, I was unable to 
attend the first. He soon recovered, however, so 
that I led him the greater part of sixteen miles, to^ 
my second appointment, four miles north of Batavia 
village. Brother J. Barker received me affection- 
ately; and being a stranger, I inquired of him the 
state of the people. He Reclined giving any infor- 
mation, and exhorted me to inquire of the Lord, say- 
ing, if he had sent me, his Spirit would direct. I 
found a crowded assembly, but had no particular text. 
In the introductory prayer, I asked the Lord to direct 
me to a subject; and opening the Bible, the first that 
met my eye was. Proverbs 1:24 — 21: ** Because I 
have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out 
my hand, and no man regarded; but ye have set at 
nought all my counsel; and would none of my reproof: 
I ialso will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when 
your fear cometh. When your fear cometh as^deso^ 
lation, and your destruction as a whirlwind; when 
distress and anguish cometh upon you." Believing 
the Lord had given me this for a text, I commenced 
speaking from it. Within ten minutes, an awful so- 
lemnity rested on the congregation, and every cloud 
seemed to disappear. The place was glorious and 
awful on account of the presence of God. The chiK 
dren of Zion were made joyful in their King; poor 
>y4i»d^rers lamented their bjickslidings, and declare^ 
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their determinations to return to their first love. Ma- 
ny sinners awoke to view their danger and wicked- 
ness in forgetting Grod. When the meeting closed, 
the greater part of the youth, crowding around in 
tears, requested prayer, and several kneeled, while I 
entreated the Lord to have mercy. This vicinity had 
long heen noted for neglect of religion^ and though 
it had been inhabited seventeen ye^rs, no reforiria- 
tion had ever been in the place. The faithfql aer-? 
vants of God had often visited the people and preached 
repentance, but generally they ooftiplained of being 
much closed in their coinmunications ; and some- 
times almost fsoncluded the Lord '* could there do riQ 
mighty* worh-^ecame of their %(nbelief.*^ But now 
he unexpectedly visited them in mercy. They per-* 
mitted their eyes and ears to be opened, and many 
dared no longer to bolt the Saviour from their hearts, 
lest he should unsheath his sword of vengeance 
against them, and for ever forget to be gracious. O, 
how featfully dangerous to reject the calls 6f the gos- 
pel, and slight its solemn warnings! 

My mind was again brought into trial in regard to 
duty. The appearances of a revival here, seemed to 
jlemand my stay ; but my appoiiiitments called me one 
hundred miles to the east ; and having purposed re- 
turning to Canada, I had also left appointments in 
th%t province. Under these circumstances, I con- 
cluded that it was duty to fulfil my engagen^ents. So 
teavii^g an appoititmept to attend oti ray retnrn to 
Canada, I went on my way Novemiber 5, and atterid- 
(Bd meetings in Byron, (%de'n, Penficld, Ontario, 
Williamson, Sodns and tyons. In fiiodus, many 
tears were shed, ^everji.! were awakened, two of 
whom Were goon after IrfOu^^t Into the liberty of the 
gospel. 

Sunday, Nov. l6, I pre«dhe1d in* Lyons^, and the 
LoTd gave itte a tonghe of utterance. |n the after- 
noon and evening, t held nt^etingGt in Sodnd, and the 
4ay following wiSiked devenieen mil^s. and attended 
a ifheeting one mite east ofBioch^dter. Triesday, aft^r 
Walking thirteen miles to CPgden, an>d pleaching at oiie 
0'ciack, i fbtmd myself nruch fatigued, and imahtetct 
11* 
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walk to my next meeting, which was at four o'clock', 
P. 51. I entreated my heavenly Master to open the 
heart of some one, to lend me a beast to ride as far 
as Byron. Soon my desire was granted. I attended 
meeting in Bergen, then hasted to Byron, and there 
had to leave my borrowed horse about the setting of 
the sun. It was yet eight miles to my appointment 
on the town line of Batavia and Elba. And feeling 
anxious to reach this meeting, particularly on account 
of the encouraging prospect that appeared there on 
my former visit, I endeavoured to obtain a horse. 
But all my efforts were ineffectual, till night came 
on, when I met a man with a span of horses, return- 
ing from labour. After relating my situation, I en- 
treated him for a horse. He replied that his beasta 
had laboured hard and eaten nothing since morning; 
and it was folly for me to attempt to reach Batavia 
that evening. But, the appointed hour had already 
come ; I could not reconcile myself to the thought of 
a failure, and offered five dollar's for the use of the 
horse.' After feeding the beast half an hour the man 
consented, but would take no reward. I reached the 
appointment at about half past seven, and found sev- 
eral hundred people anxiously waiting. I enjoyed 9, 
favoured season, and the heavenly cloud seemed, aa 
before, to hang over them. After returning the horse 
in the morning, I borrowed another in Batavia to ga 
to Canada; and at Royalton, heard Elder William. 
Rowe, a Baptist missionary, preach from Acts 5:315, 
*' Him hath God exalted with his right hand," &c. 
The next day I crossed the Niagara river at Lewis-? 
ton, attended a meeting at the village of St. David's j 
and the day following, preached in Thorold, where 
the Lord Ufted upon us the light of his countenance. . 
The kind people gave me two dollars. 

Sunday, Nov. 17, having on request sent an ap- 
pointment to Lewiston, when in Capada before, I 
returned and found that Elder Puffer, a Methodist 
preacher, had also au appointment at the same hour 
and place. As I was a stranger, he enjoined it oa 
me to address the people ; and in doipg thi^, the Lord 
gave me his free Spirit. In the afternoon, Elder 



▲ RSLiaiOUS NAA&ATIVE. 127 

Puffer deiiTered an excellent discourse; after which, 
I held a meeting in the east part of the town, and la- 
boured under much trial. I had need to exercise 
faith and strive to be patient in tribulation, knowing 
that this Christ hath appointed for our good. It is no 
difficult thing to rejoice in the light of God's counte- 
nance; but he wh6 can rejoice when the Lord hides 
bis face, has obtained no small victory over the world, 
and boldness ii^ the faith. Yet it is the duty and 
privilege of every christian to be so established, ^p tq 
be unmoved amidst the most trying seasons of perse- 
cution and affliction. In the evening I preached at 
an inn kept by Mr. H. on tlie Ridge road. One of 
his daughters then lay a corpse in the house. My 
mind was directed to Mat. 9:18; *' My daughter is^ 
fiven now dead; but come and lay thy hand upon her^ 
and she shall live.*' I enjoyed a highly favoured 
time; the spirit of the Lord seemed to touch many 
hearts, and tears fell like drops of rain. Being re-, 
quested, I fittended the funeral at 10 o'clock the next 
morning, and had reason to hope that this meeting, as 
well as the previous one, will be joyfully remember-i 
ed in the great day of accounts. jVIf. H* with seyer^i 
al others gave me five dollars. 

In the evening I preached at Royalton to an attenr 
tive assembly ; the next morning to a few in the east 
part of the town, and then proceeded to my appoint- 
ment at Batavia. A large congregation was present, 
and kind Heaven aided me in dispensing the word of 
life. Though none had as yet been converted, tho 
.prospect of revival was more promising than ever. 
Several were heavy laden with a sense of their ini-. 
•quities, and anxiously inquiring the way to Zion. A 
door seemed so effectually to open for preaching the 
word in a place that had never before received the 
Saviour, that I thought it duty to make no more ap- 
pointments at present, which would infringe on any 
opportunity for usefulness in this vicinity. Wednes-. 
day, Nov. 20, I visited and prayed with fifleen famr 
ilies, and found several among the number seeking 
Jesus sorrowing. In the evening I held a meeting 
at a place called Sodom; which I understood was so 
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named on account of the wtckednfess of the peopl^x. 
The nexf daj I visited from house to house, striying; 
with tears to persuade the inhabitants to flee from th^ 
storm of wrath that awaits the ungodly, and seek for 
refuge in the^smner's Friend." In the evening 
we held a meeting on the town line, and enjoyed a 
profitable time. Poor wanderers took words' and re- 
turned to the Lord. At the close eight or ten came 
forward and kneeled, while their tears and sighs man- 
ifested a deep concern for their eternal weffare. 

On Friday, I visited several families, held one 
meeting in Stafford, and another in Le Roy where 
the Lord gave me a tongue of utterance. Great so- 
lemnity rested on the people, and many trembled un- 
der the mighty power of God. Several were awaken- 
ed, and shortly after, I learned that fourteen of th^ 
number had experienced a change of heart, and were 
happy in the Redeemer. O blessed be the Lord, for 
his wonderful works among the children of men. 

Saturday, we met in Batavia for a conference. 
Several related their exercises of mind, some mourn-i 
ers expressed their desires for salvation, and untreat- 
ed an interest in the prayer's of the saints. S^day, 
Nov. 24, early in the mornifng the house of worship 
was filled to oversowing. In the former part of the. 
day my mind was directed to 2 Kings t:3, 4: ** And 
there were four leprous men at the entering in of the 
gate ; and they said one to anotbter , Why sit we here 
uhtil we die? If we sajr, W0 wiH enter into the city, 
then the famine is in the city, and we shall die there ^ 
and if we sit here we die also. Now therefore 
come^ and let us fall unto the host of the Syrians • if 
they save us alive, we ihnR live; and if they kill 
tifs, We shall but die." In the aflerhoon, my text 
l^as Hcb. 1 1 :24, 25, 26: '' By faith Mosea, when he 
was come to years, refused to he called the soti of 
Pharoah's daughter } choosing tather to suffer auc- 
tion with the people of God, than to enjoy the pleas-t 
ures of sin ^i* a season; esteeniing the fepro^cb 
ctf Christ greater riches than the tre^SMres ih ifegyptt 
for he had res|)^ct unto the recompense of^ the Tt^ 
irard." it niras a he^t searching tipae among tArn^ 
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nerd, and attended with some new cases of awakenings 
At evening I held another meeting in the same place« 
The Spirit of the Lord was powerfully manifested ^ 
and the sighs of heavy laden souls were heard in eve- 
ry part of the assembly. The cries, * ' Lord have 
mercy r^ and, "Pray for me !^' saluted our ears from 
some of the most respectable young people in th^ 
place. This solemn and affecting scene greatly re** 
joiced the humble followers of the Lamb. Twentyr 
live broken-hearted penitents came forward and* 
kneeled while prayer was offered in their behalf. 
Truly, the tall oaks of Bash an were made to prostrate 
before the God who ruleth in the army of heaven and 
among the inhabitants of the earth. 

On Tuesday, in the same place, I spoke with much 
freedom nearly two hours, from 1 Oor. 9:16: "For 
necessity is laid upon me; yea, wo is wUome if I preach 
not the gospeir^ Afler sermon, forty'-one spoke, 
twelve of whom were seeking the Lord sorrowing; 
while cries and sobs were heard in almost every part 
of the assembly. Among those who spoke, were sev* 
eral that had never before said any thing publicly oa 
the subject of religion. They now freeiy confessed 
their sins, related the exercises of their minds since 
their awakening, and declared their resolutions to re- 
form and turn to Jesus. They solicited their former 
companions in sin to forsake their vanity, and with 
them strive to gain a crown of unfading glory and 
treasures that endure for ever. Then bidding 
adieu to such as refused the Saviour's caU, they re- 
quested the saints to supplicate the mercy of God in 
their behalf. Several were soon brought to rejoice, 
and they praised the Lord from the heights of Zion. 
At the close of the meeting thirty mourners, firmly 
fixed on seeking heavenly joys, came forward and 
kneeled at the altar of mercy. While I beheld the 
proud youth, who, forgetful of the Saviour that all 
their miseries bore, had spent their golden moments 
pursuing the vanities of the world; when I beheld 
them come forward weeping and crying to God for 
mercy, my heart was greatly affected and my feelings 
almost overpowered m^t Yet, I rejoiced in hopf> 
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of their deUverance from sin, and soon was glad to 
find six happy converts united in exhorting their 
monroing associates not to despair, hut to look ear*^ 
nestly to the Lord for salvation. The day following I 
held a meeting on the town line of Batavia and Stat^ 
ford, in which one cried for mercy, and soon profes- 
eed to find pardon through the **Son of the Blessed.** 
On Thursday I preached again in the reformation; 
after which ahout twenty witnessed for the Lord. 

Su<iday, Dec. 1, we met again for worship, and as 
usual enjoyed a blessed season. After sermon forty 
witnessed to the truth as it is in Jesus. Since our 
4ast ttieeting aBOthet had been converted, who now 
gave a good testimony. Some heavy laden souls 
Svere almost in a despairing state, yet we rejoiced to 
hear them say they were resolved to continue seeking 
the grace of God, and if they perished, to die plead- 
ing for mercy. My heart was glad in the Lord, and 
my soul wasf comforted by the light of his countenance. 

On Monday, Elder — ^ — came into the place. 
This was the preacher, who, previous to my journey 
to Ohio, thought me not in the way of duty, and wh6 
told me that either he or I had not the spirit of Christ. 
(See page 94.) Now on hearing of the revival, he 
^as filled with great joy. For in time past, he had 
"been greatly bound in spirit, while preaching to this 
people, and had viewed them a« almost forsaken of 
the Lord. Till this time he had appeared unfavoura- 
bly disposed toward my course. Jfow when he wit- 
nessed the grace of God, he fell on his knees, con- 
fessed his pest feelings, and thanked the Lord for 
what his ear» had heard. He affectionately bid me 
" God speed," and to this day our heart has been like 
the heart of David and Jonathan. He held a meet- 
ing with us and enjoyed a blessed season. 

As I had appointments leading nearly two hundred 
miles eastward, I was now, for a time, under the ne- 
cessity of leaving the reformation. This was very 
trying and painful to me ; for the minds of many were 
much exercised, and some were almost in despair, 
and greatly needed encouragement. But wishing to 
Hieet my engagements, I committed them to the care 
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9f^ fl^eat Piiji^ideiaa and took my lewire. Tbe 
(er hair now becopie very cold; .9tiU I h^ uo oyef' 
garmQQt^ aud my clothes beiag wofq considerably Ihia 
I had suffered much from the sevc^rityof th^ w^Bth€»r. 
Having frequently spoken to crowded a^^ejnihliea Ull 
in a state of profuse perspir^tipn, and then exposed 
myself to the evening air, I h^ taken siieyeral viol^irt 
colds which had greatly impaire<ji my heaUh. The 
Lord now opened the heart of a brot^i!^ in BaAavia to 
give me a great coat, whicji, thou^ more than half 
worn, made me very comfortable* Proceeding ea8t<« 
ward from Batavia, I preael^d in Byron, iforgen^ 
Ogden, Gates, Penfield, and t^iee in Sodna. In the 
latter place two related their exp^ienoQy ooie of whom 
was awakened at one of ^y foF;iiQr ifteetings, and at 
the close of the service they were baptisied by £Ubr 
Dealing. 

Sun. Dec. 8, I pceauchedin hyw^l my health fai}« 
£.d and forbid the immediate perfornpiance of my jour«« 
ney. I had yet seventeen i^ppointmenta; and after 
resting one day I went to Junius, hoping to be able 
to attend them. But finding myself unable to travel 
and meet my engagemei^s, I was eompelled to abanf- 
don the design. Som^ of these appointineats I with-' 
dr^w by letter; still there r^wiined a larger number 
of congregations than I had ever before disaf^tnted. 
J could only pray, that they mieht be favoured with 
the Divine presenQO. My fathers^famlly were absent 
from Junius. After staying a short time till my health 
would permit me to travel, I returned to Batavia. 
My friends welcomed me afiectionately, and I re>« 
joicedto find that during my absence some had obtain-i 
ed a hope in Jesus, aiid were now happy in that love 
that passeth understanding. Frppi the 17th of Dec* 
to the close of the n^nth, I continued in. the vicinity 
of the revival; but as ^y h^^h was not yet restored 
I held hut fi.ve meetiagp in a week. The work con- 
tinued ^i^hout abateiiiejat, and some of the converts 
were strong in the- faith, ^nd thf^ir exhortations evinced 
that 

*< The pure testimony will eat its way through.^* 

Some who were near a despairing state when I left 



the place, were now happy in the Lord; and ky tieif 
fiptritual exKoitations contributed much to the spre&d 
of the work. Our congregations were large; tb# 
Lord often spread his banner over us — ^we sat under 
his shadow with gr^at delight, and his fruit was sweet to 
our taste. Opposition and persecution showed ihekir 
deformed heads at times, jet not more than is usual 
when God pours out his spirit; for it maj be justly 
doubted whether a reforihation ever passed without 
more or less opposition from the ungodly. When 
the Lord revives his work, the adversary rages; and 
when the sons of €rod meet together, as in the days 
of Job, Satan comes also. 

On the first day of the year 1823, I preached from 
Lev. 36:10: ** And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, 
and proclaim liberty throughout all the land unto aU 
the inhabitants thereof; it shall be a jubilee unto you $ 
•and ye shall return every nuin unto his possession, 
and ye shall return every man unto his family."— ^ 
Heaven smiled upon us, and many remarked that it 
was by far the happiest new-year's-day they had ever 
seen. In the evening the Lord enabled me to speak 
with much freedom to «n assembly in £lba; after 
which seventy-two spoke of the exercises of their 
minds. Among this number were several convert9 
who had received tickets soliciting their attendance 
at a ball in the village of Batavia, where the thought- 
less gay were to waste the first evening of the new* 
year. Those dear children now reflected on them* 
selves, that they had ever thus spent their time; and 
contrasting their present state with that of those now 
mingling in the dance, they thanked God that they 
were disposed to commence the new-year in his de* 
lightful service. Many covenanted to spend this 
year in humble obedience- to the Lord. Between 
ten and eleven the exercises closed, and scores ^rent 
away ^* rejoicing with joy unspeakable and full of 
glory;" while others weighed down under a sense of 
their lost condition went to their homes in sadness. 
Doubtless in the great day of the Lord some will re** 
member this season with joy, but others may with 
sorrow. 



a ilBI«IGI«l7S KAMUTIVS. 133 

"■ Dming the Arst week ef Jan. , I ett«aded five meet* 
tags, one of which was on the Transit line, {the eMt" 
iem boundary line of tke HoUaOi Fwckate); the con- 
gregation was large, and we were favoured with the 
presenea of the Holy Spirit. One was awakened, 
and ahortlj ailer bvought into liberty. At imother 
itteeting in the vicinity of the reformation, My spoke 
^er the sermon in quick succession. 

Monday, Jan. 6, I left Batavia in ccHnpany with 
iElder Jenkins, to go to the Benton quarterly meet- 
ing. On the way we aittended meetings in Le Roy, 
Bergen, Rochester, and Ontario* In the latter part, 
of this journey I sufi^red considerably from the se- 
verity of the weather. The quarterly meeting oom- 
menced on Sat. Jan. 11. Here I met my father and 
n^ brother Friend, and we rejoiced for the privilege 
of again seeing each other. On Sunday, the assem- 
bly was large; sermons were delivered by Elders I. 
Craw, S. Wire, H. Jenkins, and some others. A 
profitable season was enjoyed, though nothing remark- 
able occurred. After holding meetings in several 
places in this section, I returned to Ogden, where 
the Bethany quiu-terly meeting opened on the ISth of 
the same month. This was a solemn and refreshing 
time. The Spirit of God wrought conviction on some, 
which never left them till they became members of 
the household of faith. 

Sabbath evening I returned to Batavia, and heard 
the solemn tidings, that one of the happy converts, a 
yoang woman, had gone suddenly to her eternal home. 
She was brought to rejoice but a few days before my 
departure, and at that time enjoyed health and the 
prospect of long life. Soon after the attack of her 
disease, sho was sensible her days on earth were 
nearly concluded ; but amid this expectation, the re- 
ligion she had lately embraced, buoyed up her spirit; 
and when passing tJirough the valley wtA shadow of 
death, she rejoiced in hope of immortality. While 
we saw her empty seat, we wept for our loss, but re- 
joiced in the consoling belief that she had made a 
happy exchange, afeH) joined the blood-washed throng. 
She lived to bear public testimony for God only two 
12 
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or tkree limes after her eonirersi<ni. Diiriiig'tlMr 
week following, I attended several meetings in tte 
vicinity of the revival, which were truly interesting; 
Sunday, Jan. S6, in the forenoon I addressed alargfi 
assembly. Elder P. preached to us in the afternooo, 
and at the. close, baptized three of the converts. The 
next day I attended a meeting south of Batavia, and 
another in Attica; but the people appeared more wil* 
ling to hear than to obey. The day following, I at* 
tended a meeting in the west part of Elba, but had 
little liberty, and was distresseid both in body and 
miud. I strove, however, to be submissive, reflecting 
that with the Lord are the issues of life ; he openeth 
and no man shutteth, and shutteth and no man can 
open; yet he who walks in the light given, has peao« 
of conscience. The Lord is just in all his ways, and 
requireth ;iot according to that which a man hath not» 
but according to that which he hath. 

On Wednesday, I held a meeting in Sodom; and 
the next day attended a conference at Batavia, ift 
which two related their experience and requested 
' baptism. On Friday and Saturday, I preached in 
Batavia village; and on Sunday, Feb. 2, attended 
three meetings in the revival. The three succeeding 
days I spent in Attica, and held four meetings; in 
one or two the power of the Lord was in our midst^ 
and the inhabitants of the Rock were ei^abled to sing. 
Thursday, I preached in Alexander from the ninth 
chapter of Romans; and the day following, enjoyed m 
solemn and refreshing time in Bennington. On Sat* 
urday morning I returned to Batavia and attended 
a meeting. Sunday, Feb. 9, a multitude assembled, 
to whom Elder Parmenter preached from Mark ISz. 
15,16; afler which, two of the converts foUowedl 
their Lord in baptism. Heaven -smiled upon us, and 
heavenly manna satisfiedt our souls. <^0n Monday 
evening, shortly afler our meeting opened, I was tar 
ken with a violent vomiting, but soon obtaining relief^ 
was enabled to speak to the people three quarterB 
•f an hour. 

During the revival at Batavia, a certain person 
from Riga who was on a visit to this place, was touchedl 
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tojr thB preaching of the word, and after returning home 
#a8 soon converted. By this means I was invited to 
Riga, and sent an appointment. On Tuesday I atj 
tended two meetings in that town, in which the power 
^ the Lord was manifested, particularly in the last. 
Severid appeared deeply convicted of their danger 
HPithout an interest in the Saviour, and confessed 
their resolves to turn to the Lord. I lefl them in 
tears, believing that some of them were nigh the king-^ 
dom. Nor was my faith vain; 'for soon after, as I 
was informed, five or six f«und Jesus to be precious 
to their souls. May they be fkithful until death. 
Thursday, I returned to the place of the revival and 
enjoyed' a blessed meeting. Many of the converts 
0poke, much to our edification and comfort. Several 
who were seeking Christ expressed their anxiety for 
salvation, and requested an interest in our prayers. 
The next day, facing a tedious storm, I walked to 
Byron, and spoke to a few from Dan. 6:26: '* Mene, 
Mene, Tekel, Upharsin.** Saturday morning, the 
sDow having fallen nearly two feet in depth, a friend 
kindly sent his son to carry me three miles. I then 
walked a mile and a half, when my strength failed. 
it was now the middle of the day, the road yet un- 
broken; and as it was impossible to reach my ap- 
peintments, I tarried over the Sabbath and attended 
a meeting. Thus were three assemblies disappointed 
in Riga. Monday, I returned to Elba and Batavia 
and attended two meetings. In the latter, the con- 
verts gave many excellent and weighty exhortations, 
which greatly cheered my heart. 

On Friday I went to the south ||Lrt of Le Roy, 
and preached from 1 Chron. 9:17— -.19. fhe Spirit 
of Grod was manifested in the meeting with great 
power, and weeping and lamentation were heard in 
avery part of the assembly. My heart was made 
glad at the close, when thirty awakened souls- came 
forward, desiring the prayers of the saints. A revi- 
val foHowed this meeting. 

Sunday, Feb. 23, I preached again in Batavia, and 
at evening held what some would call an " open clasa 
meeting*** Though we met with some opposition from 
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the irreligious, we were encouraf ed «nd made sh^ooc 
by the Mighty God of Jacob. The day foUowingy 1 
attended a meeting in Stafford. Ob Tuesday, I re- 
« turned to Le Roy, and the next day attended two 
meetings. The latter of these was in the south part 
of the town, where on my former visit, thirty canne 
forward for prayer. The assembly was large, atten-^ 
tive and solemn; twenty promised to seek the Lord, 
and gave me their hands in token of their covenant* 
Soon afler, I was informed that nearly all of this num- 
ber, and some others, had professed to pass from 
death unto life. On Thursday I held two meetings 
in the town, one of whieh was at the village. My 
text was £ph. 1:11: " Who warketh all thing$ nfier 
the counsel of his own mil.*' The people heard attend- 
tively, and probably judged of the doctrine for them- 
selves. 

Friday, I went to Stafford, where I had an appoint- 
ment; but on account of illness was unable to attend 
it. The next day, feeling a little better, I walked to 
Batavia and preached in the evening. Sunday, March 
S, though still labouring under much infirmity of body, 
I went to the south part of the town and heard n 
Universalist preach on a funeral occasion. This man 
was learned and eloquent, and in many instances had 
been successful in persuading the wicked that it should 
be well with them, even though they should die by 
drunkenness, by the violence of their own hand, or 
on the gallows. His text was, Eccl. 13:7: *<Theii 
shall the dust return to the earth as it was; and the 
spirit shall return unto God who gave it." In the 
latter part of his discourse, he stated there was not a 
passage in the Bible, which said, afler the spirit had 
once left the body and gone to God, that it should 
ever depart. Upon this the query arose in my mind, 
whether he would not find himself to be one of those^ 
who, having taken from the words of the prophecy of 
the book pf God, shall have their part taken out of 
the book of life. (See Rev. 22: 19.) For says Christ, 
when speaking of that awful day in which he shalt 
gather all nations before him, *^ These" (the wicked)^ 
'* shall go auray into everlasting punishment." Matt. 
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815^46. ^^ Depart from irte, je cursed, into everlasting 
Are." Matt. 25:41. According to Universalism, the 
kicked shall TWt depart; but according to Christ, thei^ 
ymll depart. Which shall we believe ? O! how many 
<jf the unsuspecting youth are caught in this fatal 
snare, and make this a substitute for repentance and 
&ith in Christ! 

In the afternbon I held two meetings in Alexander; 
and the next day one in Bennington. Wednesday 
evening, I preached on the turnpike, a few miles west 
of Batavia village, from 1 Cor. 13:13: ** Now abideth 
laith, hope, charity," &c. The subject opened so 
extensive a field, that I had neither strength nor time 
to finish my sermon this evening. The day following 
I rode forty miles to Bufialo, and about sunset, called 
oil a family that professed to be followers of Christ. 
When I preached here eighteen months before, they 
kindly entertained me, and invited me to call again. 
i now called and desired to leave an appointment — . 
but they told me, as the people were well informed, 
lind pretty particular, they would not receive the 
word from one of my age, ability, and information; 
«ro I started immediately for Hamburg, with a young 
brother who had accompanied me from Batavia. Ten 
miles of our road lay through an Indian reservation 
ftat was uninhabited, except by Indians. When we 
were about half way through this wood, it being very 
^ark, we missed our way and followed an Indian trail 
three miles before we discovered our mistake. We 
Ibund some of the natives who had lain down fM* the 
night, and from them obtained directions for our re- 
turn. When within half a mile of the road we had 
left, my horse started and ran down a steep hill with- 
such violence, that coming in contact with a bass- 
wood tree, one thill of the sleigh, stuck like an arrow- 
fast in the tree, whihe the other breaking, hung in the 
harness, and the horse leH the slerglv. it waa then 
about 11 o'clock in the evening, and we were six miles 
from any white inhabitaats. We cut a bridle into 
strings, and fastening the traces to tlie sleigh runners^ 
one of u» led the horse, the other held the sleigh to 
pp*event it from i;un^iDg too fast on detscenditig ground^ 
12* 
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and thus we arrived at the house of a friend in Ham^ 
burg about one o'clock, and were kindly reeeived* 
Here we tarried two days and attended one meeting. 

Sunday, March 9, I preached in Buffalo, and in 
the four days following, held ten meetings between 
Buffalo and Batavia. Some of the assemblies were 
large and attentive. Between the 14th and ^th of 
March, I attended meetings in Bethany, Attica, Ben* 
lyngton, and Alexander, and »pent the rest of the time^ 
preaching in Batavia and Elba. In this time. Elder 
jParmenter visited the place, and gathered a small 
church. Although about thirty had professed to pasd^ 
from death unto life in thijs revival, and twenty had 
been baptized, only seven united in the church. This 
I thought was occasioned by opposition from profee--' 
sors of religion. The persecution which we at first 
fiuffered from the world, had but little effect, except 
to make us rejoice; but when opposition commenced 
from those who professed to be fc^owers of Jesu9»' 
the heart of the righteous was 0ad; for the feeble 
were turned aside from the right way. But soon ail 
these things will be brought into judgment. Four 
months and a half had passed since my first visit to 
Batavia. During this period I had sometimes re«* 
joiced exceedingly, and had oflen been pained again 
by seeing iniquity abound, and so many unwilling to 
submit themselves to God. 

Feeling that my work in these parts was finished^ 
I thought to go two hundred miles eastward, and at-- 
tend meetings where I had disappointed people the 
winter previous. But on the morning of March 24^ 
as t awoke, Elder Parmenter said to me, '* I have 
had a dream, and I believe it is from the Lord. In 
my dream I went to the house of Moses King in; 
Grovel^nd, and was asked if I knew David Marka^ 
the boy preacher? I answered, < Yes;' to which they 
replied) ' he is near by in a swamp, cutting cedar to 
build ^ house; and for several days has been waiting * 
for you to come and assist him in putting it up.' " He 
then said, if I would, go to Groveland, he believed I 
should there see the work of the L<^d. This town { 
h^d n^vec t^i^d, «94.4'^ not recoUecl o^ hayinip 
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iMFard even iIb name. I fek rather inclined to yisit 
the place immediately, hut made no conclusion till 
the next morning, when Elder P. said to me, '* I 
hare dreamed yet another dream;" which he related 
as fellows: *' I was at the house of William Whitman 
in the town oi Geneseo, three miles from Moses 
King's in Groveland ; and hrother W. asked me the 
same question that was proposed to me in my formed 
dream; and received the same answer. He further 
said you had just been there, and was now near by in 
a quarry, hewing stone to build a house, and for some 
time had been impatiently waiting for roe to come and 
help you build it; also, that you had that day re- 
marked, if I did not come you should come after me." 
Then said I, the dreams, like those of Pharaoh, are 
^^one:^^ God having shown to his servant *^what he 
ts aboui to do,'* *^ And for that the dream uas doubled; 
U is because the thing is established by God, and God 
wUl shortly bring it to pass,** Gen. 41:25,3S. This 
decided my going to Groveland ; for I firmly believed 
^e Lord would there revive his work. 

March, Tuesday, 25, I preached in the aouth part 
of Le Roy, and again the next morning. The Spirit 
of the Lord attended the word, and sinners wept. 
T^en mourfiers at each meeting spoke of their lost es« 
tatCy and declared their determination to seek Jesus. 
I left them in tears, and on my way to Groveland, 
I tarried three days at Riga and held five meetings, 
which, I trust, through the blessing of God, were 
profitable. In the last meeting, a man who had lived 
nearly seventy years without an interest in Christ, 
noWy for the first time, expressed an anxiety to be 
prepared for the great change he must soon meet. 
I. also attended one meeting in Wheatland, and the 
morning after, one professed to receive the pardoning 
grace of God at the house where I tarried. On Mon- 
day, March 31, I attended a meeting in Caledonia. 
Some appeared to be serious, others were offended. 
April 1, I arrived at the house of brother Whitman, 
in Geneseo, and was kindly received in his family. 
I told them I expected immediately to see a reforma- 
tion iio^ ti\at place, hut t^y »e^inie4 slow of hei^rt tof 
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believe. I appointed a meeting at his house in thV* 
^ evening, and spent the afternoon in visiting the peo- ' 
pie. But few attended the meeting; professors of^ 
religion were generally in a lukewarm state, and the 
prospect seemed not so encouraging as I had hoped to' 
find it. The next day I held a meeting in Groveland, 
and the prospect here appeared no more encouraging 
than in Geneseo. I determined, however, to stay a 
few days and see whether the Lord would revive hiar 
work. For five days I held meetings alternately in 
Groveland and Geneseo, and employed the leisure 
hours in conversation and prayer among the people.' 
The congregations increased in each town, and an 
increasing solemnity was observed. Yet I had felt 
disappointed, fearing my labour would be in vain, till^ 
in the last of these meetings, the hearts of some be- 
gan to melt. This encouraging prospect appeared as* 
*' a little cloud like a man's hand;*' and, remember- 
ing the confidence I felt when coming to the place,' 
that the Lord had sent me, I doubled my diligence, 
and from the 5th to the 10th of April, held one meet- 
ing a day in each town. The cloud of mercy now 
hung over the place, and we heard the sound of rain. 
Scores were weeping for their sins; some backsliders 
returned with tears, and met a welcome reception at 
their Father's house; the Laodicean christians began 
to do their first work, and again to enjoy their first 
love. Now did Zion rejoice, for her light had come 
and the glory of the Lord was risen upon her. 

Sunday, April 13, we met for worship at a school- 
house in Geneseo. A hundred people who were un- 
able to enter the house stood without, and all seemed 
to hear attentively. As the meeting commenced ma- 
ny began to weep ; and in the course of the exercis- 
es their number increased till near the close of the 
sermon, when about the whole assembly were melted 
into tenderness. Several vented their grief by sighs 
and groans, and cried to God for mercy. This in- 
teresting interview continued about five hours, and 
before it closed two or three were hopefiilly convert-, 
ed. Some returned weeping, others tarried as though, 
loth to leave the place till they should find Jesus. A 
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npw over forty years of age, who was not easily or 
often moved, wept and trembled on account of his 
sins. He said he had sinned against the true light 
in which he might have walked, and now feared there 
was no mercy for him, and that he never should have 
strength even to leave the house. Soon, however, 
he gained strength to go to a neighbour's house, and 
in a few days found some comfort ; yet he made no 
public profession till about three years afterward, 
when he joined the church. On Thursday I held a 
meeting in Groveland; nearly two hundred attended^ 
and we had a refreshing season. Five or six, who 
went away heavy laden on Sunday evening, were 
now praising the Lord; and more than twenty mourn-^ 
ers came forward for prayer. Having for some time 
been troubled with deafness, a friend afler my return 
from meeting this evening, poured some oil of spike 
into my ear, supposing it to be British oil. It cans* 
ed me great distress, and it was feared the effects 
would be fatal. But by the application of hot stones 
to the side of my head I soon found reliefl 

On Friday I rode to Batavia, and the next day 
meeting the little band in monthly meeting, we sat 
together in a heavenly place in Christ. Sunday, A. 
M. Aug. 20, we met again, expecting to have com* 
munion; but Elder Parmenter, who was to meet with 
us, did not come. I spoke from Prov. 4:13, 14: and 
in the after part of the day went to Attica and be- 
sought Elder P. to visit Groveland. But not sue- 
iceeding for the present, I returned alone to the re- 
formation, and heard the joyful intelligence, that, 
•during my absence of four days, several had been 
brought to rejoice in the Lord. Continuing in Grove- 
Jand and Geneseo, we had one, two, or three meet- 
ings almost every day, and usually some were brought 
into the liberty of the redeemed. Some when slain 
by the law felt such a sense of the miseries of sin^ 
that they exceedingly feared pardon would never en- 
Able them to rejoice. When these suddenly lost 
their burden, and as it were arose from the dead, and 
burst into songs of praise, their joy was such that 
it seemed as though the glory of the heavenly world 
liad descended on earth. 
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In one meeting shortly after it commea;eed; a 
joung woman began to weep aloud, as though indif«^^ 
ierent to all around, and continued without cessation> 
till the sermon closed ; she then arose and said with 
emotions of poignant grief, '*0 that I had never been 
born! Wo is me that I have a being! for my since 
caniiot be forgiven! Would to God that I had died 
when a child! and now I should have been happy!' 
O mothers, how can you weep for your children that 
died in infancy!" A deep excitement was noticed 
through the whole assembly, and several fervent 
prayers were offered up to God in behalf of this danif^ 
sel, and for some others who were in great grief, a» 
though the sorrows of death had compassed them^ 
about. After the assembly was dismissed, the young 
woman before named passed through the street, weep- 
ing like one that now felt no interest in what the* 
world might remark. It was truly affecting to hear^ 
her lamentations at the distance of a quarter of a mile,' 
while not only those who attended the meeting, but 
those in the houses and fields of a thickly settled 
neighbourhood, stood listening till her mournful ac* 
cents receded and died away upon the ear. She went 
home, and asking forgiveness of her parents for neg* 
looting their warnings and counsel to seek the Sa*- - 
viour, she made a solemn vow, neither to eat nor. 
sleep till she knew the worst of her condition. Two 
days and a half she passed thus, mostly alone bewail- 
ing her state day and night. She was sitting pensiv&> 
by a small stream in a solitary wood, when suddenly 
its innocent murmur assumed a pleasant sound. She 
iooked into the water — it was beautiful. She turned 
her eyes upward — ^the leafless trees were bright and ^ 
praised God. She exclaimed, ** Glory to the Lord!'* 
and returning to her parents, told them Jesus had; 
pardoned her sins. She came to the next meeting, 
and the moihent she entered, several with myself 
were confident from her countenance, that she had' 
found peace in believing, though we had heard noth- 
ing of any change. She declared what great things 
the Lord had done for her soul, and her testimony 
was like a sharp sword, 
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. At the close of April the number of cbnTOrts had 
increased to seventeen, and mourning souls were still 
crying to the Lord for mercy. The converts, filled 
with joy for the grace that kind Heaven had bestow* 
ed on them in preserving their lives, and in granting 
them space for repentance, oflen praised God public- 
ly, and entreated the unconverted to forsake all, that 
with them they might be gathered into the fold of 
Christ. Nature was then casting off the garments of 
dreary winter and arraying herself in the beautiful 
verdure of spring. Heaven seemed to smile, and the 
saints, returning from their happy interviews, often 
saw the earth full of the glory of God, while the ver-* 
tlant fields and leafy wood broke forth into singing. 
.. On Monday, May 5,1 left Groveland to attend the 
Benton quarterly meeting, which opened at the Pres- 
byterian meeting-house in Brutus on the 10th. Sev- 
eral of the reports from the churches were interesting. 
On the Sabbath the assembly was considerable; dis- 
courses were given by Elders Gould, Dean, Wire, 
and the writer, and the season was thought profitable. 
After the exercises closed I rode twenty miles to my 
Ikther's, and on Monday preached at an early hour 
in Junius, then proceeded through Richmond to 
'Groveland. A cold rain rendered a part of the jour- 
ney tedious, particularly as my beast was so lame 
4hat I had to walk much of the distance. 

Previous to my leaving for the quarterly meeting, 
several of the converts requested an opportunity of 
being baptized. They had never seen any immersed^ 
nor had any one preached to them on this subject 
since the revival. I told them that I could not bap- 
tize, and as there was no church of Free- Will Bap- 
•tists in this town, they might do well to find a home 
ItrHh the Methodists. They replied, they could not 
do this, for some of them had been sprinkled, and 
now they believed it was their duty to be baptized. 
In ^aecordance with their request, I had solicited £]- 
4ier Norton, a stranger to them, to come and see the 
. vrork and baptize. On Wednesday and Thursday^ 
. JBlder Norton preached in Qroveland much to the 
satisfaction of the people^ and six or seven related 
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their experience fof baptism. We went down td tJo- 
nesus lake, a convenient place for such oecasioniTy 
about half a mile distant. The daj was pleasant, thb 
water clear and beautiful, and the earth arrayed ifi 
all the beauties of May. The converts in heavenly 
smiles stood on the shore, while the spectators lined 
the bank. Here I felt the warm breezes of Heaven 
on my soul, and couM scarcely refrain from crying, 
*' Glory to God in the highest.** When seven had 
come out of the water praising Grod, a young man of 
respectability came forward, related his experience, 
and was baptized. 

A few days previous to this, a letter had been sent 
to Elder Hinckley of Parma, requesting him to conie 
to Groveland to preach and baptize. Three days af* 
ter Elder Norton baptized. Elder H. came, accom- 
panied by two brethren. He preached on the Sab- 
bath; seven more related their experience and were 
baptized. On Thursday, I proposed to a damsel ih 
despair to fast two days, praying ten times in each 
for the salvation of her soul. To this we both agreed, 
and I went immediately to the Bethany quarterty 
meeting, holden on the town line of Batavia and EJr 
ba. Saturday, May 24, my two days of abstinence 
closed. I was quite hungry, but had two sources Of 
satisfaction; one, that by fasting, my mind was more 
clear, more fervent in prayer, approaching nearer to 
God; the other was, a witness that the young woman 
had been brought into liberty. On this day the quaf- 
terly meeting commenced, and through the whole wfe 
had a comforting season. On my return to Geneseo, 
I found that the young woman who covenanted to 
fast, had obtained a hope in the Saviour several 
hours before the two days expired. Now she wa^ 
happy ; and looking back to the time when she with 
a mournful heart made this vow, and viewing the 
blessed contrast in her state, her joy was full. 

May 31, 1823, Elders Parmenter and Norton, wftli 
some others, attended as a council from the quarterly 
meeting, and organized a church of seventeen mem- 
bers. One was added the same day, and the day fol- 
3owing^three were received upon baptism. 



,^ "Svnday, June 1, I arose at three o^chick its the 
momiogy and crossing the Conestis lake, walked 
.'eleven «iiles to attend my appointment in Richmond. 
At 10 o'clock, A. M. the school-house was filled, and 
.about iifly staod without. My text was 1 Kings, 19: 
.11,12: '' And, behold, the Lord passed by, and a 
great and strong wind rent the mountains, and brake 
in pieces the rocks before the Lord ; but the Lord 
was not in the wind: and afler the wind an earth- 
quake ; but the Lord was not in the eardiquake : And 
i^er the earthquake a fire ; but the Lord was not in 
the fire: and afler the fire a still small voice." The 
Acople seemed unmoved, though Heaven kindly -smi- 
Jed. The apparent indifference of the assembly, filled 
my soul with grief, and upon sitting down, I was tson- 
strained to weep aloud. Lukewarmness prevailed in 
Zion, and the word had little effect even on her pVo- 
fessed children. In the aflernoon I attended a meet- 
ing in the south part of the town, where we had a 
solemn, interesting interview; and the next morning 
we met again in the same place for prayer. Toward 
.evening I preached in Livonia, and several cove- 
lianted to seek the Lord. Wednesday had been ap- 
pointed by the .church for fasting, and prayer unto the 
.Lord to revive his work in Richmond. I held two 
meetings, one of which was in the south part of the 
town. Several were solemnly awakened, covenanted 
to flee immediately from the wrath to comie, and 
kneeled for prayer. The day following I held two 
.meetings; in the first some wept aloud; and twenty- 
five, the greater part of whom were professors, en- 
gaged to be in prayer as often as thrice a day, for at 
least six days. At f;^e concluding prayer, nearly the 
whole assembly fell upon their knees. In the after 
part of the day we had a melting time, and the con- 
fessions of the wanderer touched many hearts. 

Friday, I attended a meeting in Livonia, and afler 
the sermon proposed leaving another, appointment. 
A professor of religion objected — and stated to the 
tuisembiy that be once heard me say, when speaking 
publicly of tny leaving home, that I had lefl the care 
of herds and flocks to iseek the welfare of souls ; but 
13 
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he had been infonned tbat my father was a poor man, 
and had neither flocks nor herds. He also said fur* 
ther — '^ He says he is but sevienteen years old,, and 
I appeal to this assembly to judge if he have not seen 
more years than he states." After answering hia 
remarks, I accepted the invitation of a deist to dine 
with him; then walked to Conesus lake and crossed 
while it was quite rough, insomuch that once a wave 
run over into the skiff. I held two meetings in Groves- 
land and Genesieo, and on Saturday met with the 
church in their first motithly conference. It was a 
refreshing time. During the past week, one had pro>- 
fessed to find '* the pearl of great prtce," and now 
spoke of the goodness of God. Sunday, we had 
three meetings; one soul was converted and publicly 
confessed Christ. 

Monday and Tuesday, I held meetings in Livonia^ 
and in the south part of Richmond. In the latter 
place the prospect was still encouraging. The next 
day, I crossed Honeyoy lake, went to Bristol, and 
preachied to a considerable assembly. In the after- 
noon, I walked eight miles through beautiful vallies, 
and over high hills, crossed Canandaigua lake, and 
spoke with much freedom to a largq assembly in a 
barn at Middlesex. In the evening, thoiigh no ap- 
pointment had been given, about thirty assembled at 
my lodging. I spoke to them a few minutes, and 
several were much impressed under the word. The 
day following, I had an appointment in Bristol, but 
the lake being rough I waS unable to cross till 10 
o'clock, and then with mu<^h difficulty and danger. 
Friday was very warm, but having an Appointment iii 
Bristol, and two in Richmond, J was obliged to im- 
prove all my time. In the latter place ihy heart was 
Comforted ailer. sermon, by hearing three express 
their determination to seek the sinhier's Friend. 

On Saturday, I returned to Geneseo, held a meet-' 
ing, and rejoiced to meet with Elder Hinckley. Tb^ 
next day Elder H. preached to five or six hundred 
people, baptized three, and broke bread to the church.' 
In the aflernoon and evening, we enjoyed interesting 
interviews. Monday, t was called to attend a funeral. 
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and believing it was ray duty to go to the house of 
mourniRg, I failed of two appointments. Between 
the 16th and 27th of June, I preached in Geneseo, 
Oroveland, £iba, Stafford, Livonia, and Richmond. 
In the latter town I held several meetings, and to the 
comfort of my spirit found that during my atsence, 
one or two had indulged hopes of acceptance with 
God. Some others who had been awakened, became 
idiscouraged, and turned again to a sinful life. O, 
how was my heart pained by this! *Alas!*^ said I, 
* how little do these poor souls realize what they do! 
and when their short probation is ended for ever, how 
will they sigh, that when the Saviour of the world 
eame to their door to make them rich, and happy, and 
heirs of salvation, they bolted him from their hearts. 
O Lord have mercy on them, before they stumble on 
the dark mountains of eternal death! ' 

In Livonia, the people seemed barred against the 
word; and when I inquired of certain why they re* 
pented not, they replied that they were waiting for 
Crod^s time to come; and thus cast the blame of their 
neglect upon the Lord, saying he had withholden the 
grace needful to enable them to believe. My ** spirit 
was stirred up?' within me, when I saw nearly the 
whl>le neighbourhood given to fatcdity, or the doctrine 
of predestination. I appointed a meeting to examine 
publicly these excuses, and requested all the advo- 
cates of such doctrine to attend. At the appointed 
hour the house was filled ; and after entering the as- 
sembly, I desired some one to give me a text. But 
none being presented, I opened my Bible, and the 
words that first met my eyes, were Ps. 94:20: *^ Shall 
the throne of iniquity have fellowship with theeV^ I en- 
deavoured to show that the prince of this world sits 
tipon the doctrine of necessity, as upon a throne; tell- 
ing the wicked they cannot repent, though God has 
commanded them to repent, and thus stills their con- 
sciences, insinuating that the cause of their living in 
sin, is, that God haih not given them ability to turn to 
him. I believe the Lord filled my mouth with argu- 
ments, and many I observed .appeared quite restless. 
After concluding my remarks, liberty was given for 
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anj^ ta coafitte the reasons that had been urged ii> 
prove the guilt of the sinner, and the free grace of 
God. After a short silence, the minister of the place, 
who had. lately come from a seminary, appeared much 
excited, and asked, *' What is the difperence between 
the foreknowledge of God, and his decrees V I replied, 
' Decree is a determinaiion that an event shall be. 
Fovehnfmledge is simply acquaintance vfith a future 
event. And while God knows what mil be the act 
of a free agent, he knows at the same time, that he 
may act^ otherwise, because he has given that agent 
potoer^ to act otherwise. And God's beholding his act, 
no more compels him to act as he does, than my be- 
holding a man act, compels him to the same. Fore^ 
hunoledgCy like repentance and anger, when applied 
to God, is a word adapted to our capacity ; but with 
God, strictly speaking, there is no foreknowledge, be- 
cause all is with him one eternal now : ' One day — as a 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day, ' Thei*^ 
fore, with him is no succession of events, but a man's 
death is as much present with €rod as his birth ; con- 
sequently, ybreArnott^/ec^^e can go no further than after^ 
knowledge in proving decrees. From these principles, 
I argued that foreknowledge could have no effect upon 
the actions of men. God said to Jeremiah, when he 
aent him with a message to the house of Judah, ' ' It 
MAY BE thai Ae house of Judah rcill hear.^' Jer. 36:3. 
The prophet went. They did not hear. €rod knew 
tliey would not hear. Still he knew they might hear. * 
Afler the conclusion of my remarks, the preacher 
observed, that he did not know but he agreed with 
the. speaker in this, that the foreknowledge of God 
has no effect on the agency of the creature. The 
meeting closed, and the people dispersed. 

Sabbath, June 29, I met with Elder Parmenter in 
Groveland, and enjoyed an interesting season in the 
worship of Grod. Three were baptized and added to 
the church. At three o'clock, P. M., I left Grove<^ 
land, preached once, and rode twenty'-five miles be-> 
fore midnight; and the next day travelled thirty mile&» 
and preached to a large assembly in South Dansville. 
Some rejoiced, others wept. July 1, I returned to 
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^roveland, taFried nine days, and held several meet- 
Mi^, which were grmced bj those pleasant and soul- 
reviving seasons that are usual in times of refreshing 
from tl^ presence of the Lord. Those who had lately 
processed reeonciliation to God, wore their beautiful 
g«mnent, and the sons of God shouted for joy. 

Thursday, July 10, 1 met a large assembly in Dans- 
'ville. The word of the Lord was quick and powerful ; 
loiany were touched by it, and their hearts melted. 
'One, in much distress, wept aloud on account of sin, 
«ELd solemnly engaged to turn to the Lord. The next 
morning at 3 o'clock, I held a meeting on Oak hill. 
The solemn power of God searched the assembly, and 
eaused such a trembling, that in the time of preach- 
ing, their tears dropped profusely; and one cried, ' I 
•perish! I perish! I perish!' 

On Saturday I returned again to Geneseo, and eh- 
ijoyed a blessed season in monthly meeting. All the 
Wethren were present, except one or two, and ap- 
•peared to be much engaged. On the Sabbath, Elder 
Norton preached, and baptized four. In the afternoon 
the Lord gave me of his free Spirit, and enabled me 
to speak with freedom. With one exception, the 
.whole church was present. Elder Norton broke 
bread— we ate and rejoiced — ^washed each other's 
'feet— *and parted happy in the Lord. Blessed be his 
name. O that men would consider; see and feel the 
goodness, greatness, and mercy of our God! 

Leaving Geneseo, I met a congregation in York, 
and another in the village of Le Roy ; the latter was 
large and solemn. Here my brother Friend resided 
'»t this time, and with him I had a sweet interview. 
'Our heart burned while we communed of the things 
of the kingdom. Thence I went to Batavia, and with 
la few, <enjoyed a solemn meeting. One sinner cried 
«loud for mercy. Sabbath, July 20, I spoke to a 
large and serious assembly in Attica village, and in 
tke erening, preached at Alexander. The Lord 
blessed me, and filled my heart with gratitude and 
love. Monday, I held a meeting in the south part of 
the town. Jesus made one in our midst, and at the 
close of the interyiew, eleven came fiMrward for prater. 
13* 
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On Tuesday I returned to Geneseo 4o take leave 
of my friends, and bid them adieu. I had enjoyed 
*the satisfaction of seeing the number of convevts is- 
creased to thirty-five. Twenty-eight of these had 
beea baptized, and the church increased to thktf- 
three. With them I had enjoyed many happy seah 
sons. They were all in union, and the parting hour, 
as it drew near, excited much solemnity in my fee^ 
ings. On Wednesday I gave my farewell discourse 
in Geneseo, and the next day in Groveland. Many 
by reason of the crowd, were unable to enter tte 
house where we assembled. And when the hour of 
parting was come, we all wept sore. A sense -of the 
changes that a few years would make, so affected mc^ 
that I could scarcely refrain from crying alcHUui. 
Alas! thought I, no age of God's grace to man, has 
passed without being stained by the backsliding of 
some, who have especially shared in his favour. I 
looked upon the converts, who were dear to my sold 
as life, and queried: ' Who among these will depart 
from the holy commandment? Which of these who 
DOW appear so humble and happy, wiU wound the Sa- 
viour in the house of his friends?' — I could not de- 
signate one, that I thought would. Still the painful 
reflection was suggested, that it is by degrees, littlis 
by little, that the unsuspecting convert first fiiidsp 
himself in darkness, and at length discouraged ; then 
Satan leads him captive. ''Rebellion is as the sm 
of witchcraft." 'O!* said I, 'that these may ever 
shun its baleful influence.' Afler much exhortation, 
I left them, and proceeding to West Bloomfield, at^ 
tended one meeting by the way in Richmond, and 
two in Bristol. I tarried a few days iu: West Bloon^- 
field and held several meetings. 



CHAPTER XI. 

Particulars of my labours from Aug, to Dec, 1825^. 

Aug. 1823. About this time, my soul was weighed 
down by viewing the shelterless condition of the 
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'wieked. God led me into hi0 Muctaary, AAd I be* 
t^id their end, their at^^ en^. Ofl in 1117 sleep, 
•-while imagining myself entreating them to turn and 
liire, I lifted my voice and cried aloud, frequently 
waking all in the house where I lodged, before my 
^wn Bleep departed. Sometimes I would speak a 
quarter, or even half an hour, before I was suffi- 
<^ntly awake to know that I had no assembly. And 
-as by preaching from one to three times in a day, I 
could not free my mind, — in my leisure hours I wrote 
•an address to the unconverted of the three classes; 
^^the aged, the middle aged, and the youth,*' This 
Lwas corrected by a friend during my stay in Bloom- 
field, and published in a pamphlet of twenty-four 
pages. 

Aug. 9, I received it from the press at Canaa- 
daigua at two o'clock in the morning, and rode thirty- 
three miles to Barrington by one o'clock, P. M.; 
at which time the Bei^on Q. M. commenced at that 
piaee. During this meeting many of the dear follow- 
ers of the Lamb were quickened by the spirit. In 
Elders' Conference on Monday, my brethren exam- 
ined my views of the character of Christ ; and decided 
that I was not sound in doctrine. While in Ohio, I 
terried a night with a Methodist brother, who was a 
eliffis leader. He warned me very pointedly against 
the sentiments of a people called New Lights, repre- 
senting them to be Unitarians and a species of mod- 
em deists — and handed me a pamphlet containing 
their views of the character of Christ, written by one 
of their leading men. His object was to inform me 
of their sentiments. On retiring to my lodging, I 
took this book with me and read till midnight. It ap- 
peared to have been written by a learned man. I was 
but a youth, unacquainted with the doctrines of men, 
and erroneously supposed that if catted of God to 
preach the gospel, I should be able ta answer every 
argumei^ that the sophistry of men might suggest in 
support of false doctrine. I believed the Unitarian 
doctrine to be false ; but to my confusion, I found 
myself unable to answer the arguments I read. They 
were new to me, and struck my mind with unexpected; 
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force. Still I feartd tbat the talents of the*aati»ri 
had been too powerfiil for my youth, and falling eot 
my knees, I prayed the Lord to keep me from em**, 
bracing errour. But as I was unable to answer th4 
arguments, I ti»]9rui{eAf/^ yielded to their force; for,- 
instead of impartially and thoroughly searching thei 
scripture, with a full reliance on its testimony conn 
cerning the nature and character of Christ, separate, 
from all the doctrines of men, I ^sely supposed, that 
if these Unitarian views were not consistent with th^ 
doctrine of Christ, the Lord would enable me to dis^ 
cern their fallacy. And as I could not perceive hoiv 
two perB&m could be one beings from this supposed <bf«' 
ficulty, the Unitarian mode of reasoning, and the 
Unitarian views of Christ, gained the ascendancy in 
my mind. This circumstance happened when I was 
sixteen years old. My manner of preaching, hoviK 
ever, continued the same as formerly; for I thought 
myself perfectly safe in using scripture language while 
speaking of the Saviour, and I wished from my heai^ 
jto believe and preach nothing less of my Saviour than 
was written of him in the word of Grod. The Elders' 
Conference, though composed of those that firmly hcN 
lieved in the real divinity of Christ, thought it best to 
renew my letters. They did this, not on the principJie 
that they believed me sound in doctrine, but becauae 
they believed the Lord had seat me to preach ; and 
they believed that the truth of God would lead me oiit 
of what they called my childish thoughts. They gvft 
me a solemn charge to examine the Bible earefully 
and try to find the truth. This advice I accepted 
thankfully. The issue of my reflectioxus, the seqne} 
will show. 

From the Q. M. I travelled eastward some moce 
than one hundred miles to Brookfield, and on the way 
attended several meetings. Sunday, August 17, 1 
preached twice in Brookfield, and on the next dajr 
heard Lorenzo Dow at Bridgewater. His manner of 
preaching was very peculiar^ts character is gener- 
ally known. I could but admire his dress, as it ex- 
hibited studied convenience and profit, independent 
from the changeable fashions of this age of superflu- 
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itieur. In the i^ernoon of the same day I held a 
nueettng in Plainfield, and the spirit of the Lord was 
}B the midst. Tuesday and Wednesday, I went tOt 
Fabius, and again heard Lorenzo preach to about five 
thousand people in a wood. Fifteen minutes after 
his meeting closed, I spoke to about seven hundred 
in the same place, and the Lord favoured me with a 
good degree of his Spirit. Several appeared much 
affected, and O! that the good seed may spring and 
grow, and bring forth fruit unto eternal life. In the 
evening Lorenzo preached at thtf Calvinistic Baptist 
meeting-house. His subject was the tree of life. 
Rev. 22:1, 3. He remarked that this tree was gen- 
erally thought to be Christ; but the circumstances of 
its being represented in the feminine gender, " yield- 
ed her fruit,'* and of its being watered by the river 
from the throne of God and the Lamb, and of its being 
4>n either side of the river gave the preference to the 
conclusion that it is the church. The fruit, he said, 
was the various graces and virtues of the christian; 
and the leaves signify the prayers of the church for 
the healing of national transgressions. In the dis- 
course he described the different classes of christians, 
and said, '' Of the Baptists, there are two kinds; the 
Jree<^iller$ and the bamdrwUlers;^* then turning to me, 
as I sat behind him in the desk, he put his face close 
to mine, and looking me in the eyes, said; *' And 
jrou be careful, and never get to be a bound-^ll Bap-- 
Iwl." This excited a smile from some, yet he ap« 
peared to be perfectly serious. As he sat down he 
invited me to give an exhortation, and accordingly I 
made a few remarks. 

The next morning hearing a wagon pass at break 
of day, I arose and looking out at a window, saw Lo- 
renzo, who had lodged at another house, hastening on 
his way to Tully corner seven miles distant, where 
lie had an appointment at 8 o'clock, A. M. I made 
ready, went to the place, and called at a public house. 
The landlord met me at the door, and said; '* Are 
jou the LeviteV* As I queried concerning his mean- 
ing, be said; "Mr. Dow called for breakfast for 
himself, his wife, and a little Levite, that he said 
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would soon come." He then led me to the room 
where Loreniso and his wife were seated at the table/ 
Lorenzo said, '^ There ccmies the Levite." A seatj^ 
plate, &c. had already been prepared for me, though 
I had not intimated to any one the slightest inten- 
tion of coming to the place at this hour. 

At the appointed time he seated himself on a horse* 
block, and named his text; *' Go outi-^nd comftl 
ihem to came in.'* After his introduction, he said-, 
** We are not to suppose that Grod Almighty will bring 
men in by irre9i$Ubie power y as I pull this man by the 
collar of the coat. "* 

On the same day Lorenzo had a meeting at Otisco 
lake. About fifteen hundred people were assembled; 
and before his sermon, I had the privilege of address*- 
ing them. His discourse was on prayer, and full of 
instruction. In the evening I held a meeting in On an* 
daga; and on Friday, at 2 o'clock, P. M., in Sken^ 
eateles. At three, Lorenzo preached on the green 
in this place to about two thousand from a clause of. 
Acts 5: 35: <* Take heei to yourselves what ye intend 
to do as touchmg these men.** After the close of his 
discourse, I gave notice that if any were disposed to 
stay, I would preach to them in fifteen minutes. A 
thousand or fifteen hundred tarried, and listened at* 
tentively to the word. After meeting I rode to Bru- 
tus; and on the Sabbath went to Auburn with sever* 
al others, where Lorenzo preached to six or seveilk 

* At the Mine tiiM« leixinir «7 collar, he drew ma from my eeU. 
This circumBtance was lo singular and unexpected, that it made me 
laugh, till I felt ashamed, and I wept for having been so much ofT from 
my watch. This, and several anecdotes that be related, excited con- 
siderable laughter in the assembly, and brought a trial on my own 
mind. Afler meeting I asked him what his motive was in being thw 
eingular; and remarked that it appeared to roe, the ministration of the 
word of God ought to be with much solemnity: and such things, by ex- 
citing a trifling spirit, would preToat the good that otherwise would be 
done. He replied, " There is so much Calvinism in these little villa- 
ges, that many sinners ioill not repent; and still they will cast the 
blame on God, saying they cannot do otherwise; therefore they raust 
be convinced of their false doctrine which ia leading them to destrue* 
tion. My object is to impress truth on their minds, in such a manner j^ 
and by such circumstances as are innocent, and yet will not permii 
them to forget it. And ai to their laughter, I have nothing to do with 
ki they must see to it.*' 






di9ft0aiiH is a grore. The iitet diky I attended hia 
{Kfypointoient at Wateiio^i and the day following heard 
Wm preaeh twice in Cr^lieva. I solicited him to at- 
tend eur yearly raeetmg, and preach at least one dis- 
course; but he woiild give little encouragement. I 
Went to Benton, then to West Bloomfield, and found 
that a present of clothes to.the amount of five dollars, 
had been left with £ld6r Millard forme, about fifteen 
minutes after my departure, when here before. May 
the Lord reward this kindness. At Rochester I heard 
Lorenzo again, and enjoyed.apleaaiBiit interview with 
a preacher who had kindly encouraged me, and 
strengthened my hasids in the first of my labours. 
Friday, I went to Parma eaoA preached free salvation; 
fliome disliked it, but I trust good was done. 

Saturday, Aug. 30, 182S,I went to Sweden, where 
the Holland Purchase Yearly Meeting opened at ID 
o'clock, A. M. From impression of duty, I gave the 
first discounie, on 1 Thes. 5:19: *' Quench not the 
Spirit." At 12 o'clock, Lorenzo Dew unexpectedly 
^Uered the meeting. Every eye was turned upon 
him, and all wished to hear him preach. Presently 
he named, Songs 6:10: *'Who is she that looketh 
forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the 
sun, and terrible as an army with banners ^" His 
discourse was not only full of instruction, but also of 
the Spirit. No useless singularities damped our joy, 
but every heart seemed touched, and we felt to bless 
God for this sermon. I had now heard from him 
twelve discourses; which were all quite instructive, 
though the latter appeared the most powerful. In the 
afternoon Elder Craw preached; and in the evening, 
meetings were held in different neighbourhoods. On 
the Sabbath, sermons were given by Elders Parmen- 
ter and Fowler. My mind 'was led particularly to 
address the youth from Prov. 8:17: *' / tome them that 
l&pe mei and they that seek me early ahiill find fne.** 
When We parted, some were rejoicing in the Holy 
One of Israel, and others mourning because they were 
without €rod and without hope in the world. The 
next day I attended the Elders' Conference, and re-^ 
ceived a letter of conimendation for the service of thci 
church. 
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A pious fenmle, who was a member ofili^ Ooagre* 
Rationalist ehurch, and a school teaeher in the plaee, 
observing that my coat was mudi worn, prevailed on 
her friends to make a collection; to which she added 
iBL few dollars, and presented me a garment that 
lasted me to travel many thousand miles, and to preach 
to many thousand sinners. I received it as from the 
Lord. After attending one or two meetings, I went 
to Geneseo and Groveland in company with Elder 
Dean, and we held a few meetings which were inter- 
esting. It had been- said by the unbelieving, that as 
soon as David was gone, the converts would turn 
again to the world ; but now I had the satisfactioa of 
finding this prophecy false; for they were all appar* 
' ently well engaged, pursuing the way to heaven. In 
the last meeting welield, nearly all the converts were 
together; and every one present spoke of the loving 
kindness of the Lord, and expressed a resolution to 
persevere in the grace of God. After this we visited 
and preached in Naples and Poultney; and crossing 
Crooked lake, we went to Jersey uid held several 
meetings. Some were awakened, among whom, as 
I understood, was a physician that had. been a pro- 
fessed deist. During our stay. Elder Dean, baptized 
one. Next we went to the Little lake, where, upon 
short notice, a considerable assembly came out to 
hear, most of whom were irreligious; still they were 
much affected by the word, and when dismissed, wertf 
loth to leave the plice. 

Tuesday, Sept. 9, we arrived at Bent<m. I retired 
to a grove, and dedicated myself anew to the Lord; 
solenmly covenanting to live nearer the fountain of 
goodness, that I might know the height uid depth of 
perfect love, and be more successful in winning souls 
to Christ. Returning to the house of Elder I^an, I 
endeavoured to persuade a young wbman no longer 
to pro<»-astinate repentance. She wept prc^usely, 
but would not promise to turn and live. Alas! hi># 
many, when the Lord calls, and miikes them sensible 
of the awftil danger of living in sin, still harden their 
heart and refuse their besty their only eternal friemd 
admission, till sooner than they are aware, they find 



4limiielv%0 oa a bed of langanhiBg^-Ofi th^ vmtg^ of 
^iBt»- etenosl wotkt*--«npr«pa3»^ to meet the at^ul 
it< swelliiigs of Jordan!" O Sa<nour! belp me, teach 
sme to peisoadit tbem» 

>'^ WJednesday i h»ld a meetiag in Bentwti, and, the 
msKtdaj preached ai JcrruBalem on the *< jadgnteiit tK> 
«j|i«niie.V 8oEne were touched foj the> Spirit, a»d wej^ 
«iiadef t]i»e word. On Friday, I viMted my youhgedt 
lirether, then ah<iittt seven years old, whe was living 
'mth a man on Bloff Point. I found him m a field, 
£lmt he did not know me. I told htm I wa» his hirolii^ 
Tsr David. He wept«-^hHt said nothing. The reeol* 
tecHott of past changes touohed my heart, and look^ 
-fisg upon my little brother I wept, and raised a p^ay* 
Hk to 6od to protect him ft«fm the mih of the ivorld, 
mtkd have mercy on his seul. Afler staying a few 
^oars, I bid hun adieu, and went to Dresden. 
<* In this vilkige I spoke ^ nn as^iambly , partly att^n^ 
^tlVe and partly confused^ During the sermon one ot 
:two stones were thrown at me, but did no injury, ex'- 
-etpt to wil3iess against th^se, who thus showed their 
^i^nmity to God ami to their own souls. As I retired 
'ftom the meeting, dome one threw part of a pail df 
NiMifter upon me, and not satisfied with this, threw 
i«li>neB till i was out of reaeh. But as David si^id 
'•fiotking lb Shimei when he cast stones at him, so I 
^thought best to pass in silence, yet groaning in spir- 
'it, and reflecting on the words 6f Christ: " O Jeruslt^ 
lem, Jerusalem, thou that killetlt th<^ prophets, and 
Mi¥0KssT them which are sent unto thee^ how oflen 
'Wimld I have gathered thy children together^ even n,n 
^a ben gathereth her chickens under her wings, tihd 
'iy€> would not!** 

^ 'On 8attirday 13, I attended monthly meetiilf with 
^k« church in Benton, atid preached a i^hort discourse 
"b^ft'OoL 2:6». The brethren appeared to rfettew their 
'tirength, aiid resolve through the gtBtp t>t God to be 
Hiitf fhithlul servants. The next day t h(9ld two meet- 
''*}flgs in Milo. Much solemnity and weeping were in 
'the assemblies, aiid I could but hope some good fruit 
^ will appear in eternity. In th^ evening, I preached 
-at Be»t»>n, and it pleased the L<Hpd to favour me with 
14 



unusiia] liberty. MoAday was spent ia Twkttig ml 
praying from house to house. I delivered a discoiirsi; 
in the evenings and the banner of the Lord seemed to 
be oyer my soul. The next day I met another eon* 
gregation in Milo, and whiie speaking) the people 
were clothed with much solemnity. In the itiean^ 
time, an enemy came without, and elose by the win^ 
dow at which I stood, gave a hideous yeU, and then 
fled. Ah! thought I, poor guilty man may flee now, 
to keep his guilt secret — but a day will come, when 
he would gladly flee beneath a falling mountain, to 
hide from '* Him that aiUeih on the throne,*' and from 
the wrath brought upon him by his ^ns. But alas! 
he will not be able to find a refuge. 

Wednesday I was attacked by a fever;, but having 
an appointment some miles distant, I thought it duty 
to attend. It rained considerably, and on reaching 
the place I was very wet, and found but few collect- 
ed. Afler preaching to them I returned to Elder 
Dean's, and passed a very^ restless night. Feeling 
some better the next day, I accompanied Elder Dean 
to the west part of Junius, and gave a discourse. 
Friday I visited my father's family, and after a short 
stay proceeded to Lyons, and preached in the eve** 
ning. Saturday and Sunday, Sept. 00 and 21, I at<- 
tended a two-days' meeting in SckIus. This was an 
interesting season, and good, I believe, was done^ 

that fruit may hereafter appear. 

During five days following, I held six meetings ia 
Williamson, in which I enjoyed the free Spirit, and 
saw some good signs of repentance and reconcilia« 
tion to God. From Sept. S6 to the 1st of Oct., I 
held four meetings in West Bloomfield, two in East 
Bloomfield, and one in Mendon. Soine of these were 
solemn, and a few souls appeared to be penitent; 
Wednesday, Oct. 1, I went to Le Roy, and enjoyed 
a pleasant interview with my eldest brother. H% 
accompanied me to Ogden to attend a general meet* 
ing on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 4 and 5, We had 
considerable good preaching. On Sabbath afternoon, 

1 commenced speaking just as a shower was rising. 
The people being uneasy, and beginning to disperse^ 
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t #lt embarrassed and presently closed my remarks. 
i' left the place much depressed in spirit, went to 
Caledonia village in company with my brother, and 
^eld a meeting in the evening. Here it pleased the 
Lord to fill my sohI with his love. Monday, parting 
with my brother, I went to Groveland and enjoyed a 
blessed season with the children of Go^ They were 
happy, and many of them spoke in the ^Spirit. The 
next day I held a meeting in West Bloomfield, and 
ailerward visited several towns at the east. 
* Oct. 1 1 and 1^, I attended the Benton qnarterly 
meeting, in the town of Galen. The weather was 
rainy and quite cold, still we enjoyed a precious meet* 
ing. On Monday I returned to Junius and met an 
attentive assembly. While addressing them, it pleas* 
«d the Lord to send his light into my soul ;- and I felt 
to thank his name for the verification of his promise: 
^' Lo I am with you alway even unto the end of the werld.'* 
When dismissed, the people were not in haste to de- 
part, but tarried, as though they were still hungry for. 
the word of life. Tuesday, I preached to a serious 
assembly in the westerly part of Junius, where iome 
good seed appeared to fall into good ground. The 
next day I held a meeting in Phelps, and the day fol- 
lowing had an appointment at Manchester. In the 
latter place I was a stranger, and knew not the state 
of the people. As I drew near I felt a solemn im- 
pression that God would immediately revive his work, 
insomuch that upon my arrival, I stated to several 
tbat my soul was in expectation of seeing the salva- 
tion of God in Manchester. A large number was 
convened, and I feh the special aid of Heaven while 
«peaking to them. But nothing unusual occurred till 
e young woman cried aloud for mercy at the conclud- 
ing prayer. As soon as she had opportunity she ad- 
^kessed the assembly, told them she was a sinner, 
and needed salvation, and gave an affecting invitation 
to her associates to go with her to seek Jesus. Many 
were much impretsed, wept bitterly, and from this 
time began to seek the Lord. The next morning, a 
little afler the sun was risen, we had another meeting, 
in which several were wounded by the King's arrows; 
and it was truly a melting hour. 
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From Mancheoter I went to WiUtamsoa, preaciied 
twic^, and then passed to Ontario, where the BetfaK 
an^ quarterly meeting opened on Saturday, Oct. 18, 
1823. This day, though heavenly to many, was to 
me dark and melancholy ; but in the evening, while 
preaching near the ridge, the Lord comforted my 
soul and made me happy. O how abundant is his 
goodness. He satisfieth the hungry with food. Sab*' 
bath morning, worship commenced at nine o'clochr 
Elder Jenkins preached in the Spirit from Heb. 1 1 ; 
10: ''For he looked for a city which hath founda- 
tions, whose builder and maker is Cvod." This wav 
followed by an instructive and refreshing discourse 
from Elder J. N. Hinckley, upon Eph. 2:8: ** For 
by grace are ye saved through faith ; and that not of 
yourselves: it is the gift of God." In the latter part 
of the day, afler another sermon had been given, I 
believo the Lord opened my mouth on Matt. 7:14: 
" Because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, 
which leadeth unto life, and few there bje that find it.'' 
Not a cloud veiled my mind, — ^I felt the power of the 
blessed God in my soul, and on my tongue. This 
quarterly meeting, by the grace of God, was made a 
blessing to many, and great solemnity dothed tte 
concluding scene. Many retired with a desire to be* 
come acquainted with the Saviour; and not long after» 
several obtained their desired object in the Friend of 
sinners. In the evening I attended a meeting in the 
south part of the town; and on the next day, witness- 
ed a pleasant scene--*the baptism of six happy eon* 
ver4;s, who were added to the church in Ontario. On 
the evening of the same day, I held a meeting in 
Williamson; and as the inquiring Greeks shoM^ed 
their solicitude saying, '* Sir, we would see Jeeus," 
^John 12:21,) so eight or ten in this meeting muii* 
fested the same desire ; and so deeply were some of 
them afieoted, that they wept aloud. 

Tuesday, I returned to an appointment in Man*^ 
Chester, and rejoiced to find that some who were in 
much distress when I left the place, had obtained de- 
liverance and were now happy in the Lord. The 
next day we assembled again iatb^ same place: s<Mn,o 
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mounted on the wings of love, while others in the bit- 
temese of their souls cried aloud to the Lord for 
mercy. This made a striking contrast, and excited 
mueh feeling, in the evening, I enjoyed a good 
meeting at Williamson, and the next day, at ten 
o'clock, A. M., a powerful and awakening time was 
experienced in Ontario: a number, deeply impressed, 
manifested a determination to turn and live. Re- 
turning to Manchester the eame day, I preached to 
an assembly in a brick school-house. On the day 
following, we met again, and it was said the assembly 
was laurger than ever before had been in that house. ' 
Our interview was crowned with the speoial presence 
of God, which touched many hearts, and caused a 
great weeping throughout the assembly. 

On Saturday, there fell a tedious storm of rain and 
snow, and having an appointment the next day in 
West Bk>omfield, I rode twenty-five miles and took 
a cold, mueh to the injury of my health. Sunday, 
Oct. 26, I preached twice in the same town, and was - 
much opposed by a Universalist. On the day fol- 
lowing, i returned to Manchester, and spoke from 
£cci. 8:11: a few were awakened. Tuesday and 
Wednesday, I preached in Williamson and Manches- 
ter; in the latter place we were again much blessed. 
The glory of God filled the heart of his people; fifteen 
mourners came forward for prayer, and kneeling, we 
called on him wtio <' hath power on earth to forgive 
sins.'' i held another meeting in this place, one in 
Livonia, and three in Grovelai^d; iq all of which my 
blessed Master was with me and gave me freedom. 

Nov. 4, idOS* This day completes my eighteenth 
year. And while I look on my past life, and review 
the afflicting scenes through which the Lord hath led 
me ; when i eontemplate the great good thai my Grod 
has hestoired on me in childhood, I am constrained 
to wonder and admire. I ikink my soul feels the inv- 
portanca of improving the talent committed to the 
charge o£ my y«uth. The language of my heart is, 

Lord, help me to live to thy glory, and in all that 

1 do, have an eye single to thy praise. Strengthen 
me, that if oty life l>e spfir^ \ may spend this, my 

14* 
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nineteeDih year, in thy service, aad pfodeiiai 8alv»* 
tian to a world lying ia wickediififis; that when my; 
course shall he concluded, it may be finished with J07.. 

During six days following, I met eongregatioas ia- 
Groveland and Livonia, two m West Bloomfield, and- 
one at Flint Creek in the town of Seneca. In the- 
latter, the power of the Spirit was. felt to the joy of 
many. Tuesday, Nov. 11,1 rode twenty miles ta 
Benton, and spoke from Fs. 85:10: ''Mercy and 
truth are met together; righteousness and peace have 
kissed each other." Wednesday, I preached in the 
Methodist chapel in Benton, at 10 o'clock, and in the 
evening, at Seneca; where enjoying but little liberty,- 
xny spirit was . much depressed, and my mournfol 
prayer was, " Lord, lift ^lpon thy servant the light of. 
thy countenance." The day following, my n^nd was 
liberated, while speaking at the Methodist chapel in 
Hopewell, and many of the assembly seemed favour^ 
ably affected. My next appointment was at the 
court'-house in Canandaigua; but on my arrival, the 
key could not be found, so the people dispersed. 
Saturday, one o'clock, P. M., I met an assembly in 
the west part of the town ; the Lord favoured us with 
his presence, and touched the hearts of some, one of 
whom had no rest till converted to God. Here I sav- 
V(iy Baptist friend, that nearly three years before, took 
me frojDQi Canandaigua to his house, when my sottl 
was ^ affliction, and advised me to return home. 
Kow he told me he had changed his mind ; and advi*^ 
sing me to continue my labours, bid me ' God speed.' 
In the evening I preached at EasI !Koomfield; the 
next d9y twice in West Bloomfield, and on the day 
following went to the south part of No, Nine, in Ca^ 
nandaigua. Here I tarried two days, and preaobed 
five tiipes* Kind Heaven favoured us with some re-: 
freshing, and some mourned for their sisft, viewing 
all to be lost unless th^y should find Christ. 

Thursday I held two meetingftin Bviatol;* at one of 
these a sense of the awful things of eternity seemed 
to pervade the assembly. After tfak I preached in 
Mendon; and ^ day IbUowing rode- twenty-rfoar 
miles in a very unpleasant stfMrxn^ and Bfok» to an as* 
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fienbly in lime. Sunday Nov. ^3, 1 preached twice 
m Groveland and Getteseo, and the Lord blessed 
the willing and obedient with the light of his coun* 
tenance. The week fallowing I held two meetings 
in York, one in Mtddlebnry, and one in the east 
part of Attica. The two last were especially blessed 
of the Lord. A considerable number were power* 
fully awakened, who from that day were persuaded 
to go mourning till they obtained forgiveness of theii* 
siss, and were brought to rejoice in the ranks of Zion. 
The children of God, seeing a cloud overshadow the 
church, were filled with ecstacy, and the refreshing 
dews of salvation gladdened the heart of his people 
in a thirsty land. O, what an hour of joy it is, when 
the Lord hears the groanings of his children, and 
comes down to deliver. 

Sunday, Nov. 30, I preached in Attica and Alex- 
ander, and the next day proceeded to an appointment 
in Batavia. Here calling on brother Seymour I met 
with an affectionate reception; and found that my 
sleigh, which had' been left there through the sum- 
mer, was taken away the evening previous. A part 
of it was put on a hay stack about a quarter of a mile 
distant, and the other part was hung on a broken 
tree. As only one or two little things were injured^ 
I would have thanked these nightly adventurers, could 
I have known them, for restraining their spirit to this 
little injury. But probably I shall know who they 
are, when (xod «^all bring '* effery secret iking*^ into 
judgment. In the meantime I understood that many 
slanderous reports were in circulation, and some were 
using much effort to injure me, and had reported that 
I would not attend my appointment. These things, 
however, moved me not, for I had to reflect, that as 
yet, not quite *^M munner ofemV* had been spoken 
of me. A goodly number attended my appointment,, 
and the Lord favoured us with an impressive season. 
I believe he gave me words to speak, and thus it waa 
easy preaehing. 

Tuesday, !ueo. % 18^3, I preached in Bethany, 
and the day following heiffd Elder Jenkins in Mid-^ 
dlebury. At the ckNse of his sermon, I gave an ex^ 
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hortation, and t^e' next day preached in the same 
town. At this meeting several weighty testimaitiein 
were given by converts, who had but lately 4»deb 
brought into the fold of Christ. More than twenty- 
covenanted to seek the Lord from this time, and gaiife 
me their hand as a sign of their covenant. Friday 
evening, I attended worship in the west part of the 
town, and; enjoyed a refreshing time, pne not soon tb 
be forgotten. Sunday, Deo. 7, I spent on the towti 
line of Batavia. In the forenoon we had ail inter*- 
csting season; but in the afternoon it* seemed as if 
the Holy Ghost descended and filled the house. 
Many wept, and many rejoiced. Bless the Lord for 
this visitation. In the remaining part of this week I 
held meetings in Stafford, Elba, Clarkson, iParma, 
and Ogden, and felt that I was not alone. In somo 
of these places the state of cngagedness was low. 
Sabbath evening, Dec. 14, I tarried witlv £lder 
Hinckley, my faithful friend; and the next morning, 
as I designed to go to New-England before I should 
return, I had a solemn weeping time on parting with- 
the family, several of whom le^ each a piece of mon- 
ey in my hand. 

I went on my way to Le Roy, and tarried the night 
with my brother; then proceeded to Groveland and 
Geneseo. I spent six days in these towns and held 
several meetings. The Lord waa in our midst, and 
filled his chiidren with his Spirit. I felt to say with 
the Psalmist, '^ One thing have I desired of the Lord, 
that will I seek after ^ that I may dwell in the house 
of the Lopd all the days of* my life." At this time, 
nearly a suit of new- clothes was given me- by several 
females, who. had been converted in. the. late revival. 
I felt to thank the Lord, and pray^ t^at they maypro*- 
vide^br themselves '•' garments that wax not old.'' 
Sunday, Dec. 31, I preached my last discourse in- 
these parts for the present, and'to me it was a solemn- 
time; for the saints in these towns were particularly- 
dear to my heart; yet the joyful hope of reaching a 
land where l^ere wili be no, more parting, was a source 
of great consolation, IMbnday, I left at the dawn of 
day, travelled tjiirty-two miles to. Farmington, and 



HitaJd the nighl with a. deist. We bud much (tiiputa- 
tion, wd I could but groan in spirit while hearing his 
light aifid trifling reoiarka on th^t religion which idone 
can prepare ua for the joy^ of heaven* O that God 
-may have mercy on his sonj. Tuesday, I preached 
a farewell sei^mon in Manchester) ^uad enjoyed a good 
time. A collection was taken and given me at this 
meeting, to assist in bearing my expanses to New* 
England. Wednesday, though very blustering and 
tedious, I rode forty miles to SientoR, where I tarried, 
over Cluristmas and enjoyed a sweet refreshing in the 
worship of God. Friday, I retHrned. to Junius; and: 
found a step^nother in the empty place pf the de?. 
{)arted. 



CHAPTER XII. 

Jlift^ 8$€0nd mil ta JVew^Eif^gUmd^ 

In Junius I tarried two day<s, and attended the 
monthly meeting of the church to which I was attach- 
ed. I also met two assemblies, to whom the Lord 
.helped me to speak the word of life. 

Sabbath, P. M. The time had now come, th«^ 
.called me to attend a line of appointments leading to 
JN^ew-Hampshire, which had been given out more than 
two years. Seen I expected to be in a land q{ stran- 
gers, wher-e often the secret places would be prefer->> 
i?ed to the cold-hearted society of those who neither 
;)know u^t feel a stranger's sorrow. My heart was 
full, and though I seldom attempted to sing, I gave 
.vent to my feelings by trying to sing the following 
lij9,es of Colby. 

* ' •< O, if |Mor ilnnert Hd tat know 

) What I for then do undergo, 

They would not treat me with contempt. 
Nor slight me when I say repent," &c. &©. 

I retired alone, and entreated the Lord to recon-^^ 

cile me to n^ k4, and bless my labours in this jour- 

.•ney. I thQji returned tQ bid my father ferewell.-r- 
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As he took me by the hand, he said, *^ My son, k'^ 
harder parting than it erer was before." We bid. 
each other adieu. I went to Galen, and attended ail* 
appointment in the evening; the next morning, I pro- 
ceeded on -my journey, and on Wednesday arrived a** 
Brookiield in Madison county. In this town I tarried* 
several days, preached eleven times, and saw several: 
awakened to feel their need of an interest in Christ.* 
Afler this I gave six discourses in Plainfield; one in 
Burlington, and one at the Free Communion Baptist 
meeting-house in Winfield. Some of these were at* 
tended with much solemnity, particularly the last. 
Jan. 16, 1824, I left those parts, went to Western, 
and met with brother Jacob W. Darling, a young 
preacher from Rhode-Island. I attended a generii 
meeting with him on the ITth and 18th of the month.: 
This interview was graced by the presence of the? 
great Head of the church — joy beamed on the cofin<>^ 
tenance of Zion, and her children made mention of 
the name of the Lord. On Monday, we -had a con^ 
ference ; backsliders confessed their wanderings, and 
returned weeping. In the evening I attended a meet* 
ing at the east part of the town. 

On Tuesday I preached in Floyd, and enjoyed a 
sweet visitation of the Holy Spirit. Some were 
■* pricked in t)ieir heart^ and wept bitterly: at the close 
of the meeting a young man came trembling, and 
giving me his hand, entreated me to pray the Lord to 
have mercy on him. After going to Western and 
preaching twice, I went to Rome and spoke t6 an at* 
tentive audience in the oourt-howse: favourable im«- 
pressions seemed to be made on the- minds of some. 
1 tarried and held two meetings ; then went to Floyd 
and spent the Sabbath as usual. Monday, I had an > 
appointment at a school-house in Floyd ; but eertuii ' 
opposers appointed a spelling school at the samo 
place, and said they would prevent our meeting m^ 
the house, if they had to keep us out with clubs; sop 
we repaired to the Baptist meeting-house. Thia 
proved rather an advantage to u», for not half the as^ 
fiembly could have entered the scbeol«*hoiise. I spoke 
from Heb. 12:25: ^^ Set that ye re/me not him ihU- 
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ipeafteA," &c. Hie Holy Spirit rested on the people^ 
iUid many trembled at the werd of the Lord. Wednes^* 
day, I preached on Quaker hill, from Prov. 16:18: 
*f Pride goeik before deBtnucHony and en haughty spirit 
htfore a faU,^^ I spoke very pointedly on the de* 
fllFUction of the wicked; yet a professed Universalist 
^rose weeping, and said they had heard the truth, and 
Untreated the assembly to receive it. 

On Thursday, I preached at the Baptist meeting* 
•house in Western; the next day in Rome; and on 
-Saturday at a general meeting in Westmoreland. I 
•Carried through the Sabbath, gave two discourses, and 
heard considerable good preaching. Several of the 
high minded and obdurate wept for their sins. The 
■luiguage of my heart was, O when will men be wise 
for themselves, and pursue the way that leads to eter-'- 
«al joy ! In the evening I preached at Rome, and 
tarried with brother Perkins, who was very kind* In 
the morning he gave me a dollar, and several articles 
that I needed for my journey. Proceeding eastward, 
I met a congregation in Russia, and two in Trenton ; 
then went to Fairfield and preached on Friday event- 
ing. Several appeared serious, and some arose for 
prayer. On Saturday, Feb. 7, 1 rode thirty-five miles 
to Canajoharie, and preached on the Sabbath at the 
Baptist meeting-house. Monday and Tuesday, I 
held meetings in Sharon. 

On Wednesday, I visited a school in Canajoharie 
for the deaf and dumb, and enjoyed much satisfaction 
9R conversing with the scholars by writing. They 
manifested much seriousness and reverence on seeing 
the name of Got>, hnd seemed to have solemn ideas 
of their accountability. In the evening I attended a 
meeting in this town, and the next day one in Root. 
Saturday, I met an assembly in Charlestown; and on 
the Sabbath preached again in Root. The Lord^ 
blessed me with freedcnn. An unconverted man, with 
whom I tarried the n^ht previous, promised in tears 
to seek and serve the Lord. One of his family was 
serious also, and desired prayer. Sabbath evening, 
I spoke to a solemn auditory in the north part of 
Charlestown; and the next d^ with much freedom 



in CharleBtown meethig-house. On Tuesday I t^lst 
to Florida, and preached to a Weeping assembty; 
and the day folloiving addressed a large congregatiim 
that seemed hardened in sill. A cloud hung over iSis, 
end but little light found way to the people. Alass! 
how " slow of heart" are men to believe, and how 
many wait for conviction, till they are convicted by 
the miseriers of a hapless world! The next day I 
preached again in Florida. 

Friday, Feb. SO, I commenced attending my a{H 
pointments of long standing, and preached to about 
one hundred in a ball-*room at a place called Yankee 
street. This was a very good time. In the after- 
noon I proceeded on my journey in a sleigh. A thaw , 
commenced, and for ten miles before I reached Sche- 
nectady the ground was mostly bate. I now had to 
walk; and as there appeared no prospect of snow, the 
way was truly gloomy. On arriving at Schenectady, 
I found my appointment had been forgotten. I dined 
with brotjier Smith, a Methodist preacher, and |^o^ 
ceeded on my way, <}Qerying in regard to duty. 1 
was among strangers, neither able to purchase a sad-^ 
die, to hire my horse kept, nor to reach my appoint- 
ments on foot. But loth to iail of them, I reached 
Troy after much fatigue, in the evening, and found 
the people through mistake had assembled in the af- 
ternoon. Sabbath morning, Feb. 2S, I proceeded 
through a cold snow storm to Brunswick, preached 
to an assembly at nine o'clock, and fok mtfch com- 
forted. I succeeded in borrowing aft old saddle -at 
this place, and proceeded to Pittstown. At two 
o'clock, P. M. I spoke to an assembly in the Baptist 
meeting^iouse, and some appeared to be much Aff^e- 
ted. In the evening I held a meeting in HooMK?, 
and the next morning met another assembly atnine 
o'clock in the Baptist meefehig-houiie, whieh wkn 
quite crowded. The Master of assemblies stood by 
me, blessed be his name. Thoe h#ftrts of the people 
were opened, and th^y gave me aboutifhree doUn^s. 

Passing through B^ningtim, Ihiteted over the 
Green mountains, in order if possible, to reach my 
^ppoimment in Wiloringtonat nine <^^ole>^k the l^^xt 
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morning. The snow was about eighteen inches deep 
on the mount ain, and the road but little broken. 
.Kight came on — and soon I entered a wood where it 
was five miles to the next house. The evening was 
cold, and my clothes thin for travelling on horseback. 
My feelings on this occasion^ may be Tnore easily 
conceived by those who have been in similar circum- 
stances, than by such as usually fiit by their firesides 
tluring the bleak winds of winter, and enjoy the 8o« 
ciety of their friends. I passed a part of the time in 
arranging my reflections into a few lines, which soon 
afler, were published in the Religious Informer, as 
follows: 

What solemn thoaghts bow fill inj mind. 

While on this dreary mount ; 
I think of friendb I've left behind. 

And all my sorrows count. 

The sun has drop]t'd below the hillr. 

Withdrawn bit li^t from me ; 
And now, my way the darkness fills. 

The path I scarce can see* 

The abaent moon doth ffiTe no lifht| 

The stars are veiled by clouds : 
I*m covered with the gloomy nightj 

And by the shady boiighi. 

Some miles am I firom any bouse ;— 

Through dark and lonely wood. 
Far from beneath a parent's roof, 

I journey on the road. 

An opening at length appeared; I returfii'ed thaiiks 
to the Lord, and soon procured lodgings at a tavern. 
The next morning, I travelled ten huiea and reached 
my appointment in season. A considerable number 
met in the Congregatipnalist meeting-house ; among 
whom, was a woman ninchf^wo years of age^ who had 
uaUced nearly two miles this cold morning to attend 
4be meeting. She itppeared to have a blessed time, 
and rejoiced that she had come. I spoke td a few in 
Marlborough the same day, and the ,day afler met 
ab<mt two hundred in Dummerston. Here was one 
of the churches that had separated from the Calvinis- 
tic Baptists, and established themselves on free prin« 
cipleir. Some, solicitous of bearing a Frtf Will Bap* 
15 
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fist, had came more than thirty miles to this meetiAg. 
I endeavoured to give a summary of the principles of 
Bible doctrine, and enjoyed much freedom. Consid* 
erable seriousness was manifested in the assembly. 
The bridge at Brattleboro' having been swept away, 
I crossed West river, and proceeded to the Connect- 
icut river, expecting to cross at a ferry ; but the boat 
being bound in ice, I failed of meeting an appoint- 
ment in Westmoreland, where I afterward understood 
some hundreds assembled. I passed up the river a 
few miles to another ferry, and crossed at 8 o'clock 
in the evening, with some difficulty and danger, as 
the river was full of ice floating down with the cur-» 
rent. The tiext morning, I proceeded eiarly through 
a storm of snow, seven miles to Chesterfield, and at 
nine o'clock, spoke to an assembly of about two hun- 
dred people. Many seemed deeply affected. At 
twelve o^clock I started for Stoddard, twenty-three 
miles <)istant, where I had an appointment for the 
evening. A little before sunset, when still six milea 
from the place, I foUnd the road filled with drifted 
snow, and could proceed but slowly. I had to face 
a piercing wind, with tain and bail — and it wa^ soon 
so dark that I could not discern the road. At length 
I found that my beast was wandering in a field, and 
I knew not where to go. My clothes were frozen 
around me — the wind had increased to a gale— and 
soon my way was again hedged by drifts. I thought 
of my affectionate friends sitting \>y their pleasant 
firesides, and queried whether I should perish by the 
cold, or again enjoy their society. But the reflection, 
that not even a hair of my head should fall without 
tny heavenly Father ^s notice, comforted my spirit. 
Presently, I saw the glimmering of a distant light ; — 
guided by it, I fouiia the road, and at eight o'clock 
arrived at Stoddlard. Finding the assembly had dis*> 
persed, I put Up at an inn, and was very happy in this 
reflection that my blessed Master ihad prepared for 
me a home, where through grace, I hoped soon to 
rest for ever from the arduous toils of an itinerant life. 
Friday, On my way to Bradford, I found th© road 
again obstructed by drifts. I took down the fence. 
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and went in the field till I came to a stone wall, then 
passed into the road and led my horse. After passing 
such difliculties in a number of places, I reached an 
appointment at two o'clock, and in the evening met 
another assembly in the north part of the town. Oo 
Saturday I preached in the two meeting-houses in 
Sutton, and also in Wilmot; these assemblies were 
very attentive. Sabbath, Feb. 29, 1 preached in En- 
field to a solemn assembly of about three hundred; 
and in the evening held a meeting at Grafton. The 
day after, I spoke to a few in Danbury ; little light 
shone upon us — and in the evening, I had another 
trying time at Andover. But on Tuesday, I enjoyed 
ablessed meeting in Springfield; then rode to En<- 
field and had a good visit with Elder E. Chase. 
Wednesday and Thursday, I held meetings in En- 
field and Wilmot; in the latter, many spiritual testi* 
monies were given. 

Friday, March 5, having been inclined to go to the 
south, I hoped that somewhere in that direction, the 
Lord would grant unto me to see his salvation. Ac- 
cordingly I went about thirty-five miles, and held a 
meeting in Bradford. This was a solemn, awakening 
time; and it was impressed on my mind, that the 
Lord had a work for me to do in this place. A woman 
that was an opposer of religion, and had not attended 
a meeting for several years, was excited by curiosity 
to come and hear the youth. It pleased God to send 
conviction to her heart; she became much distressed, 
asked forgiveness of those whom she had persecuted 
for righteousness' sake, and sought the Lord night 
and day till she professed to find comfort. I held 
meetings in Bradford generally every day, and some- 
times two or three times a day. The *' true light" 
shone upon the people, and in almost every meeting 
some were awakened. Soon the songs of redeemed 
souls gladdened the church militant, and doubtless 
made the angels rejoice. As is usual in revivals, our 
meetings were crowded, and the hearts of many were 
seriously impressed by the word of the Lord. Some- 
times the spiritual testimonies of the converts added 
pmch. to the interest of the meetings. Some wander- 
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ers were reclaimed, and took away the stumblkig* 
blocks they had laidr-^many lukewarm professors 
were awakenedr^aiid almost every day some request- 
ed the prayers of saints, and kneeled, seeking the 
mercy of God. 

On one occasion, ] had quite a severe trial. Meet- 
ing a considerable assembly in the south-east part of 
the town one afternoon, I opened the meeting by 
prayer, and named a text as usual. Afler speaking 
about five minutes, a dark cloiid veiled my min<i 
With much difficulty I uttered a few words: — then all 
was eksed up; and finding nothing to say, I took xxij 
seat. Afler weeping a few minutes, I told the people 
God had given me no message to them, and therefore 
I could not' preach. In half an hour, they dispersed, 
and I sta,rted for Fishersfield. But the trial I now 
endured, no^ tongue can tell, no pen describe. Egyp* 
tian darkness covered my mind, and I was loth any 
one that attended the meeting should see my face. 
It seemed as if the Lord had forsaken me, and all 
comfort had fled fi'om my bosom. My life appeared 
as a vapour — like a solitary shadow, a worthless^ 
thing; — and^ once I dismounted, and turned aside to 
pray the Lord to take me out of the world. But a 
monitor within whispering, '^This will be sin," I 
again mounted my horse, and as I passed along^ 
strewed my tears by the way for nine mi^es. I ar* 
rived at the house of Deacon Morse, where an ap» 
pointment had been given out for me on that evening; 
yet my spirit had found no rest, and I desired a place 
in the wilderness to bemoan my sorrow. Soon I found 
myself about a quarter of a mile distant, lying upon 
the snow in a wood, and pouring out my anguish in 
sighs, groans, and tears. I thought it had been good 
for me, if I '*had never been born." The Devil 
tempted me with deism and atheism; my mind wad 
thrown into much confusion, and I oflen cried, ' ' Lord 
have mer<3y on mej" yet I found no relief. Night 
came on. I returned to my appointment as the peo- 
pie were collecting. I thought they would be disap-> 
pointed ; for I had concluded not to preach without a 
change of feeling, and this I did not expect. But just 
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8 fhe people were seated ready to hear, it seemed as 
ttiough the dear Redeemer came and touched me ; in 
in instant all my douhts fled away. He unveiled the 
beauties of his face, and the very room and assembly 
appeared to shine with the glory of God. I arose 
.and spoke with much freedom, and blessings were 
poured upon the assembly. Thus the Lord brought; 
me through a fiery trial; and although while enduring 
^it, I could see no good that could arise from it, my 
heart now felt to bless God even for this visitation;— 
for it had increased my faith, and taught me more ei^ 
fectually my entire dependence on God. On my re- 
turn to Bradford, I was told that a professor of reli- 
gion had sjaid of me> " The Lard htas not semi him to 
preach-; for ^ he had, his mouth ucould not have been 
jclosed,^* One that was wot a professor, replied; " If 
he has come ttfithout b^ng sent by God, I should suppose 
that he could preach a* pjett at one time aa at another, ^^ 
I understood that an ^ged sinner who attended the 
meeting, went home nnick affected, saying, " We 
are so wicked that God will give his servant no mes- 
sage to us.'* 

Soon after this, a deist came to jny appointment, 
and while the people were gathering, he thought to 
embarrass me by his arguments. lo a little time he 
affected to be disgusted by my talk, end left the as- 
sembly. I understood that he returned home and 
took his bed, spying he was sick; but would not have 
it physician, or receive any food for nearly three days, 
when he exclaimed, ''My sickness is not of the body, 
but of the soul! O, what have 'I been about these 
forty years!'* Th<en he sent to a christian friend tor 
tome and pray for him. This was the first time be 
had ever permitted prayer in his house. In a short 
time he professed to be converted, and expressed 
great astonishment that he could have neglected thfi 
Saviour and his owii soul so long as he bad.* As he 

' *** He profeued to be «on««rf«i{«^«i«>Whether ho was truly, or 
fU>t, ** the Lord knoweth.** Alas! ipr him now; for k hath happenad 
unto him " according to the true proverb. The dog ig returned to 
hie oion vomit again; and the mow that woe washed, to her wallow- 
ing in the mire,** 2 Pet. 2:22, fittmperanct has sli^o iif thousanda. 

15* 
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had |^e6B a gr§al ^p^ser of Chf istkuuty , tbia eiMiige 
in him touched the hearts of several. The work now 
revived afresh, and assumed an aspect still more prom** 
ising. In a short time, others professed to eome to 
the knowledge of the truth. 

During my stay in Bradford, which wa« six or s«ven 
^ weeks, twelve or fifteen named Christ. Several* of 
theni were baptized by Elder Rowe, who resided ill 
the place, and were added to the Free- Will Baptist 
church. Many others were awakened, but did not at 
this time give their hearts to God. I also visited and 
preached in Hillsborough, Henniker, Hopkinton, 
Warner, Salisbury, Sutton, Fishersfield, Wilraot, 
Springfield, Enfield, Newport, and some other towna. 
In a few of these places I held five or six meetings 
each, and they were blessed to the awakening of 
aome. 

Leaving Bradford, I went to West Windsor, Vt.^ 
a^d enjoyed one or two good meetings. The breth* 
ren here gave me about seven dollars, principally in 
clothing, which I greatly needed. ' ' Lord grant that 
they may have their reward." In the last of April 
I visited Weare, held three meetings, and enjoyed 
a profitable interview with Elder Hezekiah BuzzelH 
be baptized two during my stay. 

Tuesday and Wednesday, May 4 and 5, I went tm 
Boston, and tarried with Eliaa SmUh, whose writings- 
against Universalism I had read with muck interesU 
Now he had embraced that system himself, and I 
listened attentively to his argume^te ia faipour of his' 
belief. But unless I was dull of apprehension, they 
weighed but little in comparison with his treatise 
against thosje principles* 

On Thursday I preached to a few, twenty miles, 
south of Beaton; and the day following, met an as* 
sembty north of 'Tsunton. Saturday and Sunday, 
May 8 and 9, 1824, I attended the IttM>de-'Is2aB(f 
quarterly meeting, at Taunton, Mass. At this meet*^ 
ing, I first saw Elders Joseph White amd Reuben 
Alien, brother Ab^ Thornton, and sister Susan 
Humes, a female. preacher. The assembly was large^ 
and the preaching interesting. I. had the privilege 
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c^vf" '^liirering two discourses at this meeting, and in 
*/nne the Lord gave me freedom. After the quarterly 
-meeting, I preached in Rehobotfa, Attleborough, and 
in some other towns. Some were seriously affected, 
and in one meeting the cries of the wounded were 
Jieard. I next went to Rhode-Idand, and attended a 
meeting with £Ider Greene in North-Providence, 
'where a revival had just commenced. The Lord was 
truly in the midst, and a great weeping was in the 
assembly. Several cried with earnestness, ^' Lord 
have mercy! Lord have mercy!" At the dose, ten 
jcneeled for prayer. 

I stayed sixteen days in Rhode-Island, and held 
sixteen meetings in different towns, among which 
were Cranston, Johnston, Smithfield, Burrillville, and 
Ciloucester. Having read £lder Colby's journal of 
his labours in some of these towns, when the Lord 
^isited his people, and made Zionlike a fruitful field, 
I expected to find the brethren engaged in holy hu- 
mility and fervent devotion. But not considering the 
changes that are made by time, I felt some disap* 

rinted. I was a stranger and a youth ; and to SQme, 
understood, my manners were quite disgusting; 
These circumstances affected my enjoyment, and I 
gained little access to the hearts of the people: 
Sometimes, however, I thought the good Spirit assist* 
ed me and that my labour was not altogether vain. 
Some of the brethren received me in the name of the 
Lord, and treated me afibctionately, as though they 
believed my commission had been received from 
Heaven. During my stay in this state, I received 
two dollars. In Blackstone, a village in Massachu- 
setts, I held two meetings, and some whose hearts 
were opened gave me three dollars. About one 
quarter of these sums was in money ; and I feit thank* 
ful for them, as they assisted in bearing my expenses 
to and from Rhode*Is]and, a distance of more than 
tiro hundred miles among strangers. 

in the latter part of May, I visited my relatives ia 
Burlington, Conn. My grandfather and uncle wel- 
comed me affectionately. A revival in this place had 
lately gladdened Zion, in which about one hundred 
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had professed to experience regenerating grace. Some 
of my relatives were among the converts. I held one 
meeting with them and it was a weeping time. In 
Middletown, I enjoyed a pleasant interview with my^ 
uncle, Elder Josiah Graves, and his family, Two of 
his children were engaged in the service of God. 
His eldest son had lately commenced preaching with ' 
considerable success. I attended two meetings, felt 
much freedom in speaking, and several were solemnly 
afiected. 

Oji Monday, taking leave of my kind relatives, I' 
' went to Hartford, and the next day, June 1, 1824; 
to Tolland, where an Indian mulatto was to be exe- 
cuted for taking the life of his wife. This deed was 
done when he was intoxicated. As I drew near the 
place of execution and saw thousands running to the" 
field of death, great solemnity filled my mind. And 
on rising a hill, the fatal gallows surrounded by a 
vast multitude of people, met my sight, and reminded' 
me of the judgment of the great day, when the nations" 
shall assemble before Jehovah to receive their sen-' 
tence according to the deeds done in the body. Alas! 
then will the ungodly have their sentence, to be cast" 
into the burning lake, executed on them and none 
will deliver them. I stood near the scaffold, and at a 
little distance beheld the gloomy prison which confin- 
ed the unhappy criminal. Soon he was taken from 
his dreary cell and seated in a wagon on his cofiiri. 
Enclosed by the ofi^cers and guard, and surrounded 
by the multitude, the criminal advanced slowly-rrthe 
sound of the * death march^ now fell on the ear with 
more awful solemnity than any music I ever heard. 
They came to the fatal spot— the convict alightedr— 
walked to the stairs, and ascended the scaffold ap- 
parently with indifference, I was. told that he ha* 
no hope in Qod! yet he appeared to be senseless ot 
the awful change of this hour, and exhibited a strik-r 
ing instance of the obduracy of the human hearty 
when inured to crime, and its feelings destroyed by 
strong drink. He looked scrutinizingly at the gallows » 
scaffold, and all the preparations for his exit; and ap- 
peared anxious that the rope should be placed easily 
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on his neck. This heing done, he i^tood erect — ^the 
plank fell — and he was silent in death. I looked up-^ 
on the people, many were in tears, and some had 
fiunted. Then, thought I, this man suffers justly for 
his crime, receiving his due reward : yet how many 
tender sympathies are awakened for him, and how 
many tender females are weeping at his fate. But 
when the Saviour of the world suffered! — ^what ]a dif- 
ference! He walked to the place of execution, "6ea«'- 
iug his cro9$,^* while on him was '* laid the iniquity of' 
tt9 alU^* His disciples had forsaken him and fled!-^. 
he was surrounded by the persecuting Jews, and th« 
unfeeling Romans. He suffered not a momentary 
pain by a rope, but hung three dreadful hours nail- 
ed upon the cross, notwithstanding he had already 
*' sweat as it were great drops of blood** in Gethsemane^ 
But who was there to sympathise and weep when Je- 
sus suffered? True, the beloved disciple, with thre^ 
or four holy women, whose affection ^ad summoned 
fenore ' courage than the apostles had, stood by the 
cross of their dying Lord, and were melted by the 
«ight. But though so small n number in this world 
felt and wept when Christ was crucified — ^yet, one 
that never wept before, now veiled his face — the sun 
could not endure the sight — '" and there was a dark*- 
ness over all the earth." The rocks too, felt, and 
rent asunder — and the slumber of the dead was bro-^ 
ken. 

I retired from the scene with a heart full of feelings 
and proceeding to Ashford I held a meeting, and 
tarried the night with Mr. Richmond, a mer chanty 
who married Clarissa H. Danforth, the female preach^- 
er. Wednesday, I preached the funeral sermon of 
4in aged man, then rode thirty miles in a rain, and 
spoke with freedom in Chepatchet, R. I. 

During my stay in this state, I formed a very agree'** 
able acquaintance with Abel Thornton and Susan 
Humes, both of whom had just commenced preaching. 
The former was about the age of twenty-five, the lat- 
ter about twenty. I solicited them to visit the state 
of New- York. Br. Thornton consented to meet me 
in New-{Iampshire, and i^ccompany me on my return; 
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9nA sister Humes concluded to take the stage atid 
meet me in New- York the August foUowi&g. 

On Thursday I left Rhode-Island, and journeyed 
forty miles to Littleton, Mass. where I had an ap* 
pointment. This was made in the street, as it was 
difficult in these parts, to find an open door for a disi* 
senter from what is esteemed orthodoxy. Having 
mistook as to the distance, I arrived at the place one 
day before the appointment; and calling at a tavern 
I desired that my horse might betaken care of. The 
landlord, knowing that I had given the appointment, 
said, '' No.'^ I asked the reason as be kept a public 
house. He said, he would not encourage me by en* 
tertaining me. I asked him, if my money was not as 
valuable as that of another. He then changed hia 
tone, saying, "O yes, if you will pay me, I will 
willingly entertain y ou. " The time passed away very 
slowly, and was principally spent in a field, fasting. 
The next morning, a neighbour that came in, aske4 
if I was the one that appointed the meeting, and 
whether I had credentials. I banded them to him; 
he read them, and said: '' Ah, then you belong td 
the Free-Will Baptists? Well, what do the Free- 
Will Baptists believe?*' I nanied free agency as one 
of their sentiments. He began to argue against it» 
and condemned«it as not orthodox. I paid, they be<^ 
lieve that ^^ Christ tasted death for every man." He 
treated this sentiment in the same manner that he dUL 
the other. And thus he disputed every principle that 
did not accord with his own views, insomuch that I- 
could not find opportunity to answer his question^. 
After disputing the dootrine that I had advanced for 
some hour^, he invited me to his house, and there I 
eould have very little conversation except contro* 
yersy. At length h^ gave ^n invitatie(n for the meeting 
to be held at his house. I enjoyed much freedom, 
and many were melted into tears; among them wa^ 
the man who opened his house for the assembly. At. 
ter meeting, I paid my bill at the tavern, and left the 
town happy in God. I met a crowded assembly at 
Mount Vernon, and many showed signs of contrition. 
After meeting closed, Ijvas reprimanded for preach^ 
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trine had just been powerful in touching the hearts 
i»f sinners, I was the more confirnied that it was the) 
doetrine of Christ^ 

Saturday, June 12^ IB^, I attended the New-^ 
Hampshire yearly meeting at Weare. The day wad 
principally occupied in hearing reports of revivals iii 
different parts of the yearly meeting, and the testimo- 
nies and exhortations of the saints. Accounts were 
«l8Q given of some glorious reformations in the state 
of Maine. Sabbath forenoon, Elder John Buzzelt 
apoke about two hours* Though aged, his eye seem- 
ed not dim, nor the patience of the people wearied. 
In the afternoon, the galleries being much crowded, 
beg^ to give way; many were frightened, and^omd 
confusion ensued. Several left them, and soon the 
assembly was composed. Elder Enoch Place theii 
preached a long and affecting sermon — ^many hearts 
Were touched, and the meeting closed with signs of 
good. On Monday, I attended the Elders^ Confer-^ 
^ce, which was interesting and Conducted with much 
harmony. 

Tuesday and Wednesday I went seventy miles with 
£lder D. Pettingill to Sandwich in the easterly part 
of New-Hampshire. At this time some reformatio^ 
Was progressing m the place, priilcipally under the 
labours of brother David Moody, a youth of nineteen 
years. £ilder Pettingill resided iil the toWn, and hisi 
labours appeared to be useful. I tarried nine days 
labouring with them, and preached thirteen sermons. 
It pleased the Lord to give us heavenly seasons. We 
saw several neW instances of convtction-^heard the 
tries of the penitent, imd sometimes the songs of the 
delivered. At one mei&ting, within the space of twenty 
minutes, four -mourners were bl*oUght into liberty, and 
pransed God for salvation. ' Glory to the Lord for all 
iiis mercies.' Some articles of clothing were given 
me, and were thaiikfuUy received. When I left the 
|>lace, about twenty had been hopefully converted, 
lUid it was thought the good work had but just begun. 
In the latter part of the month, I visited several 
towns in the state of Maifie, aod enjoyed some bles- 
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sed seasons in preaching Christ. I held a me^tin|[ 
in Parsonsfield, and was affectionately received by 
Elder John Buzzell, a faithful minister of the g03pel. 
He was contemporary with Randall, and has spent 
the greater part of his life in preaching Christ. I 
attended three or four meetings in Porter, and saw 
some powerfully convicted ; and a few who had focr 
saken the right way, confessed their wanderings, say- 
ing they were resolved to turn again and live. I re- 
ceived information afterward that a revival followed 
these good signs. 

Returning to New-Hampshire, I met an adsemb^ 
in £ffingham; and the Lord enabled me to speak in 
the power of the gospel. }n the meantime a dark 
cloud overspread the sky, and vivid lightnings wiUi 
heavy thunder, increased "the solemnity of the meet- 
ing. I said to the sinner, ''You have no security 
while living in sin, and for aught you know the next 
thunderbolt may hurl you into the eternal world." I 
had Scarcely spoken these words when a sudden peal 
of thunder shook the house, and almost stunned the as- 
sembly. A blazing tree, but a few rods before the 
door, discovered to us that the shafts of death had 
passed just by us. This seemed to alarm many, and 
they wept for their sins. Some desired prayer, knee- 
led with us, and covenanted to seek the Lord. A few 
months after this, I understood that a revival followed 
the meeting, and thirty or forty professed to be con- 
verted. 

In the early part of July , 1824, 1 returned to Weare, 
and found that brother Abel Thornton, who had agreed 
to accompany me to JN'ew-York, was labouring suc- 
cessfully dmong the people. As he had appointments 
given out for certain days, I tarried and attended sev- 
eral very interesting meetings with him. 

Sunday, July 11. We had appointments to preach 
our farewell discourses^ and expected to leave for 
Kew-York the day following, feut at six o'clock^ 
A. M. a messenger arrived fr6m Bradford, a distance 
of seventeen miles, bringing tidings of the death o£ 
brother Joseph Cheney. He said, that a little be- 
Vore his death, he requested that I should preach his 
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funeral sermon. This news awakened all my tender 
%elings, and excited a lively recollection of happy 
^ours that I had enjoyed with him during the reviYal 
at Bradford. He was then confined by a diseased 
.leg, and was some of the time in a gloomy state of 
mind. He endured great pain for many months, 
when, hoping to recover, his leg was taken off. But 
this was done too late — ^the disease had gone too far 
to be stayed. The Lord raised his mind from doubts 
and gloom, and in sweet submission to his heavenly 
Father's will, he left this world of pain and sorrow. 
I left Weare at eight o'clock, A. M. and reached the 
house of mourning at twelve; where several hun- 
dred people had collected. I spoke from Rev. 14: 
13: '* Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from 
henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from 
their labours; and their works do follow them.^^ The 
^amputated limb had been taken from the earth and 
• placed with the body in the coffin. As the mourners 
'entered their solitary habitation after the funeral so- 
lemnities closed, they poured forth their grief like a 
flood, and every spectator wept. I conversed a few 
minutes lyith the afflicted widow, who was a devoted 
christian, and strove to impart some consoIatioti« 
fiut this seemed only to revive the memory of past 
iscenes, and deepen the sense of her beifeavement. 
^^hus brother Cheney died in the morning of his days 
—left a wife to weep — two pleasant babes, scarcely 
to know a father's kindness — and the church to mourn 
their loss. This was one of the most solemn days of 
my life. Taking leave of my afflicted friends, I re- 
"turned^to Weare the same evening, and on the way, 
ei^oyed much serious reflection, and heavenly con- 
solation. 

Monday morning, brother Thornton and myself left 
Weare; and proceeding on our journey we passed 
, through Brattleboro', Vt., crossed the Green moun- 
tains, held one meeting by the way, and on the 16th 
of the month arrived at Ballstown, New- York. W* 
preached a few times in this town, and found friends. 
\ye visited the celebrated mineral springs and draak 
of the water. Here, I thought within roysetf, the 
16 
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Naturalist may fancy that nature produces curiosities 
like these, yet I can but admire, and look '* through 
nature up to nature's God." But the waters can bear 
little comparison with the water of life. Large num^ 
bers come to these springs, from all parts of the coun* 
try, for the recovery of their health; yet how many 
fail of their desired object — ^return home — and die. 
But whosoever ^^drinketh of the toater^^ that ChrisJt 
shall give, *^ shall never c2te." Yet what vast multi* 
tudes refuse to come to the " water of life,** though 
it is free, " without money and without price,"— and 
though, unless t;hey come, they knay they must en- 
-dure the pains of eternal death. 

Leaving Ballstow^. we crossed the Mohawk and 
held a meieting in Florida; thence continued our 
journey to Canajoharrie, where we tarried a few days^ 
and preached often, but saw little fruit of our labour. 
Yet, as ' ' the husbandman waiteth for the precious 
fruit of the earth, and hath long patience/' so we 
hoped that some fruit might yet appear. From th0 
25th of July to the SOth of August, we visited and 
preached in Plainfield, Winfield, Brookfield, Paris, 
Brothertown, Westmoreland, Verona, and Rome. In 
these meetings we witnessed good seasons. Some 
were awakened, and a few broiight into the liberty of 
the gospel. In Brookfield, 'Brothertown and Verona, 
good revivals had lately gladdened the hearts of hun- 
dreds. We enjoyed some refreshing interviews with 
the converts. 

In the lattelr part of August, sidter Humes arrived 
in the stage at Brookfield, designing to proceed one 
hundred and fifly miles dtill further west, to attend 
the Holland Purchase yearly meeting, and to preach 
in that region. But as she was how in a land of stran- 
gers, she felt miieh depressed in spirit, and indulged 
some thoughts of returning to Rhode-Island. But the 
worth of precious soiils lay near her heart, and sh6 
decided in her mind that duty forbade. In company 
with a pious female friend, she went with me to my 
father's, in Junius. I had been absent about eight 
months, and was received with unusual gladness; for 
my friends having heard that I was sick nigh -unto 
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death, little expected to meet me again in this world. 
We tarried one day and held two meetings. Sister 
Humes preached with freedom, a4d many were inter-* 
^sted. 

On Wednesday, 25th, we held a meeting in Ben-^ 
ton, and afler this, proceeded fiffy miles to Grove* 
land. In this place the yearly meeting opened on the 
28th of August, 1824. On Saturday two interesting 
sermons were preached by Cider Samuel Bradford 
and sister Humes. These were followed by several 
exhortations, and the labours of the day closed with 
a prospect of good. Sabbath morning at 9 o'clock, 
;we assembled in a grove and heard preaching from 
A* Aldrich and Elder N. Brown. Several weighty 
testimonies closed the exercises. During the eve^ 
nings, meetings of worship were held in different 
neighbourhoods, and we were favoured with spiritual 
preaching from Elder Brown, brother Thornton, and 
sister Humes. The reports from the different parts 
of the yearly meeting, brought good tidings of the 
prosperity of Zion in several churches. On Monday 
we had an Elders' Conference, in which we knew by 
happy experience that it is good for brethren to dwell 
in unity. 

Tuesday, Aug. 31, brother Thornton, sister Humes 
with her attendant, and myself, started for Verona, 
one hundred and fifty miles distant, to attend a two- 
days meeting that we had appointed. In the evening, 
sister Humes preached to about two hundred people 
in the Presbyterian meeting-house at Vienna. Many 
were attentive and I think benefitted. The next day 
we came to Junius, and held another meeting which 
' was solemn. On Thursday we took a passage on the 
canal, and the day following arrived at Verona. We 
attended our appointment on Saturday and Sabbath, 
Sept. 4 and 5, 1824. It was a solemn and profitable 
season. I tarried nearly a week in Verona and West- 
moreland, and held eight meetings. Truth was im- 
pressed on the hearts of some, two confessed their 
isins, and professed to be penitent. 

Sept. 11, I parted with brother Thornton, and on 
(he day following with sister Humes. They had 
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concluded to tarry a season, and labour in these 
towns. I had travelled four hundred miles with them, 
and enjoyed many happy hours. They were humble, 
grave, holy in conversation and deportment. Their 
example had been very useful to me ; and their fer- 
vent love to Zion — ^their many tears and unwearied 
labours for sinners in a strange land, without money 
and without price, had greatly endeared them to my 
soul, ^^er Humes had laboured under severe tri- 
als, oi^asioned by the popular prejudices against fe- 
male preaching. But so far as I was acquainted 
with her life, she conducted herself frith such propri- 
ety on all OQcasions, and preached with so much 
ability and poller, that even thousands changed their 
minds respecting female preaching. Many had al- 
ready been benefitted through her instrumentality. 
Our parting scene M'as solemn; but we were com- 
forted by the blessed hope of rejoining «ach other in 
our heavenly Father's kingdom. 

I now thought it my duty to visit several churches 
in the Holland Purchase yearly meeting ; and to make 
preparations to travel far into the western country, to 
preach the kingdom of God to the destitute people ia 
the wilderness. Taking a passage on the canal, I 
went to Junius, tarried at home some days, and held 
several meetings that were solemn. The seriousness 
was increased by the death of a near neighbour of 
my father, who was drowned. In one of these meet- 
ings two spoke for the first time. Leaving Junius, I 
visited Groveland again and held five meetings. In 
one, we witnessed the outpouring of the Spirit, much 
to the comfort of the saints. Next I attended a meet- 
ing in Bristol, and four in Middlesex. In two of 
these, the Lord greatly blessed me while speakings 
and so filled my soul with his glory, that there seem- 
ed but one step between me and heaven. Blessed be 
the Lord; I believe he gave me the word, and the 
people received it as from him. I held a meeting in 
Jerusalem, and found Wm. Van Tuyl, a young man 
who was awakened in my last visit, now happy in the 
Lord. Leaving Jerusalem I went to Dresden, and 
while crossing the Seneca lake to Ovid, there was a 
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'^reat calm, so that we were four hours in going five 
miles. In this time, as a shower came apon us, I 
took an umbrella and seated myself in my gig. In- 
stantly the carriage turned over backward, and my 
head just hit the side plank in sqch a manner, that 
^had I fallen an inch or two further back, doubtless I 
should have finished my course. I felt thankful to 
<Srod for his preserving care, and said with myself in 
the language of Dr. Watts: 

** Dangers stand thick through all the ground, 
To push us to the tomb.*' 

Wednesday, Oct. 6, 1824, I enjoyed an interview 
with my sister at Ithica, whom I had not seen for 
nearly three years. She lived in a religious family, 
yet 1 could but think of the time when she had a 
v%other'$ care. On parting with her, we experienced 
all those tender emotions which soflen the heart on 
«uch occasions. The nexf day I returned to my 
father's; and on Friday went to the Benton quarterly 
meeting, which was holden at Sodus on the 9th and 
10th of the month. Here I unexpectedly had an- 
other interview with brother Thornton and sister 
Bumes, also with J. W. Darling; The opportunity 
was sweet to my soul; but the^ reflection, that we 
were soon to be parted, perhaps for ever,— and that in 
ft few days I should be travelling in the lonely forests 
of the west, made the hours to haste away like the 
shadows of the plain. Their preaching was spiritual, 
lind gave much satisfaetion. Monday, we took the 
parting hand, and dropped the parting tear. To me 
It was a painful hour. I was bidding dear friends 
ikrewell, to meet no more in this world. Among these, 
fts will appear in the following pages, were brother 
Thornton and sister Humes. I returned to Junius 
uaia and attended another meeting. 
16» 
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CHAPTER XIII. 
My second journey to Ohio, 

On Wednesdftjr, Oct. 13, I bid my father and his 
family adieu, intending if it should be the will of the 
Lord, to go as far west as the Mississippi river, and 
publish the glad tidings of salvation to the needy in 
that land. I had only sixty-nine cents to bear my 
expenses a journey of one thousand miles, nine hun- 
dred of which was among strangers. But feeling 
constrained to go, my trust was in Him, who said, 
'^Lfi I am %o%lh you ahoay, even unto the end of the toorld. ' ' 
He had shown me great care, and I believed he 
would still protect me. 

I attended meetings in Farmington, Manchester, 
Williamson, Ontario, a^id Groveland. On the S3d 
and 34th of the month, I attended the Bethany quar- 
terly meeting in the town of Gaines, in which we 
were favoured with the Divine presence. Afler the 
quarterly meeting, I held one meeting in Claricsoti, 
and two in Parma. One of these was. in the notth 
part of the town, where many had been converted 
through the labours of Elder Eli Hannibal; and the 
work was still progressing. A large number came 
forward for prayer, and manifested a resolution to for- 
sake sin, and turn to God the fountain of happiness. 
I tarried^ with Elder Hinckley two days. He gave 
me much good counsel, and made me a present of 
six or seven dollars to assist me on my journey. Pro- 
ceeding to Che south, I held a meeting in Alexander, 
where several of the careless were awakened, aaui 
some prayed for mercy. Sabbath, Oct. 31, I spoke 
twice in Middlebury to crowded congregations. Mar 
ny powerful exhortations were given, and much 
refreshing was enjoyed. Monday, Tuesday, and 
Wednesday, were very stormy and tedious. I met 
assemblies in Attica, Bennington and Sheldon. 

Thursday, Nov. 4, 1824. Another year has fled 
for ever — and still I live. I remember that a year ago 
te-day, Ihe query arose^ * SkeM I Ime io nt am^ker 
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yAr V This is decided. But O, how many have left 
this world and are now conversant with eternal scenes! 
Heaven has spared me till nineteen years of my life 
are passed. And why is this? Is it that I may he 
useful to Zion, and glorify Grod? Alas! how little 
'Budces^ul have I been the past year in winning souls 
.to Christ. How many thousands have heard me 
[ preach — ^yet how few of them have been persuaded 
to turn and live ! Had I lived nearer the Lord, I 
•should have been more successful — and many to whom 
J shall never speak again, might have been saved from 
death. But these opportunities are gone for ever till 
the heavens be no more. Then I must meet them, 
'itod give account to God of wluit I have preached, 
.••and kouf I have preached. Lord forgive all the ii»- 
faithftUneas of ihy unprofitable 8ervanlj and enable m4 
-kencrforth to have no wUl bui thine — no object, but thy 
i'giory — and no work but what thou ahaU assign me. But 
whether I shall live to see anoHier year or not, is 
known only to Him, with whom all things are pres-. 
ent. Therefore, may I live eaclr/lay as humble aa 
. ihottgh it were my last, and preach every sermon as 
faithfully as though it were my last^ so that should 
1 my time come *' as a thief in the night," I may be 
prepared. <' Even so let it be. Lord Jesus." 
. On this day, I went to Hamburg, and the day foln 
lowing, attended monthly meeting with the church in 
. Boston. I tarried there three days and held four 
:• meetings. Some heard with tears, and a few prom- 
. ised to seek the Lord. Next day I went to Eden and 
^held two meetings. Friday, I proceeded on ray way 
.-toward Ohio, — not knowing what. should befall me» 
ii«ave that experience bore me witness that poverty 
.' and afflictions awaited me. Yet the Lord wiped 
.«way my tears, and I felt peace — believing this jour- 
{'ney was in obedience to the requirement of my hea- 
: renly Father. I tarried the night in Collins; the 
JDSxt day held a meeting at Hanover, but enjoyed lit- 
tle freedom. On the Sabbath, preaching again at 
; Jianover, the gracious Redeemer freed my spirit, and 
made my soul te mount up as with wings. At the 
«I<NM, fourteen kneeled, nthile preyec w«8 ma4» foe 
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their Balration. Sabbath evehing, I spoke to a Af^ 
emn assembly in the village of Foraceville ; the next 
day I preached in Hanover, and again the day fol^ 
lowing in Foraceville. The latter meeting was a jOy* 
ful season. On Wednesday the Lord blessed me 
while preaching in Pomfret. Thursday, I travelled 
twenty-six miles in company with Elcter Blodget, to 
Northeast, Penn., and the next day held a meeting. 
Continuing my journey, I passed through Erie to 
Mill Creek, and tarried over the Sabbath; but being 
quite unwell, I preached but once. Monday, I trav- 
elled twenty-five miles to Springfield, and held a 
meeting. The Reformed Methodists in this place 
received me kindly. 

Tuesday, Nov. 23, I entered the state of Ohio, and! 
spoke with freedom to a solemn assembly in Salem. 
Here a glorious revival was gladdening Zion, under 
the labours of Elder Asa Morrison. About two hun- 
dred had professed to find the "pearl of great price."* 
On Thursday I attended Elder Morrison's appoint- 
ment to preach a funeral discourse. He read 1 Pet. 
1 :24,25, for a text, spoke about ten minutes, then 
told the people he oould not preach ; and after ad- 
dressing the mourners about five minutes, he took his 
seat, apparently much depressed in spirit. Feeling 
an impression of duty, I arose immediately, and spoke 
from the same scripture. It pleased the Lord to give 
me much liberty. Blessed be his name. Thursday, 
Nov. 25, had been appointed by the governor of the 
state for a day of public thanksgiving. I met an aa* 
sembly in the evening at the centre of the town, and 
many I believe fblt that Aanl^lnets which makes the 
soul happy. The next day I preached in Monroe, 
and the word appeared to touch the hearts of some. 
The day following I visited a family who professed no 
religion — conversed and prayed with them, and left 
them all weeping. Sunday, I attended meeting with 
Elder Morrison at Salem centre. Elder M. spoke 
in the former part of the day, from Rev. 22:17. In 
the aflernoon, I addressed them from Jeremiah 6:16. 
Through the whole there was much solemnity ; and 
at the close, nearly twenty mourners came forward 
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fo# prayer. In this place, five dollars were given 
me, for which I returned thanks to my Master. In 
the evening I preached at Kingsville. 

On Monday evening, I preached a few miles west 
of Ashtabula, from Gen. 1:3. After meeting, Mr. 
' invited me to tarry with him the night. I ac- 
cepted his invitation: he asked me to eat no supper — 
gave me no breakfast — and charged me for keeping 
my horse. I paid my bill, bid him adieu, and rode 
twenty miles to Perry. Being requested to tarry and 
hold a meeting in this place, I complied and was 
kindly received by the people. The next day, I 
preached in the Baptist meeting-house at Euclid, 
twenty-five miles from Perry. A precious season 
was enjoyed, and many entreated me to tarry awhile. 
But believing that duty forbid, I proceeded the next 
morning at dawn of day, and on Friday arrived at the 
house of brother £. Kenney, in Milan, Huron coun^. 
ty. Having preached in this town considerably in. 
my former visit to this state, I now found acquaints, 
ance, and was affectionately received. I tarried: 
nearly a week, preached six times, and gave two ex-, 
hortations in other meetings. My mind was shut up. 
in doubts and trials in some of these meetings, — in 
others, the Lord blessed me. I met some opposition 
from predestinarians, and from the advocates of in- 
fant sprinkling. I merely entreated them to searck 
the scriptures, and see whether I had preajohed ac- 
cording to truth. 

Saturday, Dec. 11, I went to Blooming ville, in 
company with Elder John Mugg, a Free- Will Bapr 
tist, and spoke to an assembly from Rom. 10:10. in 
this discourse I preached a full atonement — and that 
the Saviour is willing to save all men, if they will 
repent and believe according to the grace given them 
in the gospel. When I closed my remarks, a man 
arose and objected to the doctrine: he said it repre- 
sented God as superfluous in his work; *' For in-^ 
stance, like a man who intends to build a house twenty 
feet by twenty ^ but digs a cellar forty feet by twenty.^* 
"Therefore," said he, **as one half of this work 
would be superfluous, so would a general atonement 
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be, unless God designed to arave ttll men." To tUs 
J replied, that the Lord sends the rain and snow on^ 
the barren wastes unocqupied by man, also upon the 
fields of the slothfu). Likewise he maketh the sun 
fo shine, where seemingly there is no need of light. 
Yet this does not prove that the great Creator is su- 
perfluous in his works. No more can a general 
atonement, whereby all men may have sahatton, be a 
superfluous work. For by it alone the eqtuzlUy of 
God's ways to his creatures is manifested, and the 
sinner's personal guilt made to appear, and to fall 
upon his own soul in such a manner as to leave him 
without excuse. This will make him speechless in 
the great day of retribution. 

Saturday afternoon, I accompanied Elder Mugg to 
York, the place of his residence. He removed from 
NiBw-York^ where I hs^d previously had some ac-% 
quaintance with him; and now our interview was 
pleasant. On the Sabbath, I gave two discourses. 
After the close, several young men who were mourn- 
ing for t)ieir sins, kneeled in the time of prayer. My 
horse having met with an aocident, prevented me from 
pursuing my journey. On Monday, borrowing an- 
other horse, I rode twenty-five miles to Greenfield, 
and spoke to a confused assembly. I tarried nearly 
a week in this town, and in Peru, and preached seven 
» ^times. Sabbath, Dec. 19, I preached in Norwalk^ 
and next went to Clarksfield and Canterbury. I tar- 
^ ried three days and held five meetings, one of which 
was unusually solemn. After speaking to an assem- 
bly in Townsend, I again visited Milan, and held two 
meetings. In one, a predestinarian preacher gave 
sne John 17:20, for a text: ^^ JSeither pray I for ihesi^ 
alone," &.c. The Lord favoured me with good lib- 
erty in speaking from it. On Monday, Dec. 27, I 
returned to York, and finding my beast still unfit for 
use, I tarried a few days and held several meetings 
in this town, and one in Green Creek, The latter 
was a profitable season. 

During my stay, I visited a man named Abraham^ 
Marks, who was at the point of death. At this time^ 
be was vomiting a black substance, which, as his^ 
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tiiysicUii afterwards stated, was his yital parts. StiH 
he was free from* pain, and seemed to be almost with^ 
out concern. He knew not that death was nigh; but 
in a few minutes his spirit took its flight, "[nie day 
lifter, I attended the funeral and preached from Eccl. 
7:2: *' Iti$ better to &o to the home of mourning than 
io go to the house of feoBting: for thai %$ the end of aU 
tfun; and the living wUl lay it to his heart,^' It was a 
time of much weeping. But alas! the sorrow of many 
continued only for a little season; and their forget* 
l\ilnes£( of Cod returned. While on our way to the 
grave, which was in the edge of a forest, the sun went 
<lown; and the solemnities of the burial were much 
-increased by their being performed by moonlight. 

January 1, 18fi5, I addressed a solemn assembly in 
York, and started again on my journey, but had gone 
only five miles, when my horse became so lame that 
I was unable to proceed. So I returned to York, 
tarried a week, and held a few meetings. As my 
beast remained unfit for use, and as no prospect ap-^ 
peared of a change for the better, I concluded to 
teach a school in this town and preach with the peo^ 
pie. Accordingly I engaged one for three months 
at ten dollars per month, hoping by this to be ena- 
bled to supply my wants, and free myself from em- 
barrassment. From the commencement of my travels, 
I had endeavoured to employ all my leisure time in « 
study, and by this Course had improved my education. 
'Still I was poorly qualified for the business ; but the 
school being backward, I thought by diligence and 
perseverance I might get along. This was my first 
engagement in any worldly employment for four 
years. I now made stated appointments twice a week 
in York, and twice in Green Creek, five miles from 
my school. I generally walked to the latter place 
afler the close of my school, and the days being; 
lAort, frequently without having taken any food after 
'breakfast, except a piece with my scholars, and often 
arrived at the meeting too late to partake of any re- 
freshment till after the exercises. Sometimes, in or- 
der to meet my engagements, I would leave Green 
Creek without any breakfast^ and arriving only iu 
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MOBoa to ooDimeBed my Kehool, I would have no ^i 
portunity to get a regular meal till night. Three or 
four miles of this distance lay through a wood, and 
having no guide except marked trees, twice I lost my 
way, and wandered for a time in the wood. These 
toils and privations I endured joyfully, that I might 
warn the wicked and win souls to Christ. Sometime 
the Lord gave me freedom, led my soul into the deep 
waters, and comforted me with the cheei'ing light of 
his countenance. 

In York, a few believed in the Lord, and were 
baptized by Eld. Mugg: and in the latter part of 
January, a church or twelve or fourteen members 
was organized by Elders J. Mugg and Samuel Brad^ 
ford. This month, I attended the Huron quart^ly 
meeting, which was a quickening, refreshing time tb 
Zion. In Green Creek^ we had some good seasons^ 
A sma^l number professed to find Jesus, and many 
ethers were much impressed; but shrinking at the 
cross they found no ssdvatipn. StiU I. sowed with the 
hope, that the good seed of the kingdom would yet 
spring up and bear fruit. In this town I was called 
to preach on two funeral occasions. One, , waft & 
.young man just married, who after one week's sick- 
ness, was cut off from life. The other was an aged 
man. Neither of them professed to have any hope 
in Christ. Alas! how many live without God, and 
are unprepared when called to meejt the conquering 
k>e. I visited other towns at the distance of teng, 
twenty, or thirty miles, and preached according to 
the grace given me. At some of these, meetings, 
there were good signs;, at others, my spirit was cast 
down, and the solitary places were witness to my 
groans for the salvation of sinners. . Generally , hoiv^ 
ever, I enjoyed peace of mind, which was sweeter 
than any thing this earth can afford. 

About two months after the commencement of my 
achool, sickness began to prevail, and a number ^ my 
scholars were taken ill. This so reduced the school, 
that after obtaining the consent of my employers, I 
dismissed it. By faithful care, my horse had become 
fit f<>r use, and I made preparations to go my way. 



k msLioieus naerativs* 193 

XN^ittg my slay, I had formed a Very agte'eabie ac-^ 
^uakitance with £lder Mugg and Jared Miner. The 
latler, when I eaiAe to this coantry, was a licensed 
preaeher of the Methodist ctontsxion. Soon he went 
fiirward in hapliam, united with the vew4y orgmiized 
church in York, aad has siiice bl3<90Bie tA eMer. I 
•peat many happy hours with him and bis ikmily, «nd 
f eceiv^d much kindness from them. With theve dear 
friends I found it hard to part. 

Wednesday, March 16, I preached a farewell dis« 
course in York; and the next day aiiother in Green 
Creek. Friday I crossed the Indian reservation, a 
sriJderness of twelve miles, and tarried the nigfht near 
Fort Ball; the hext day went to the Metho&t tdAb^ 
pionary station -at Ut>per Sandusky* la the evening 
I attended meeting with ih^m, hnd after a sc^moii) 
gave an exhortaticm. 

Sabbath, March 20, havbg no mvitatioh td preaich^ 
Nor to tarry at the station, I proceeded to Bi^ Mftad, 
in Marion 'eohnty, where I found an assembly ic6l- 
iected to h^r Elder David Dudley, whowfis k Free* 
Will Baptist. Many more were present thttn:cotiM 
leiit^r the 'house. Being a stranger, I took a seat 
withoujt, till the discounse was closed. Then going 
ilo the door, I looked in aiid said; '* There is in this 
town, a certain son, who 'has received of his father a 
jekih inheritance, with every kindness a parent's love 
' eui bestow. The father has visited the son several 
tioies'; — ^but, whhout cause, the son hais hbaol^tely 
;xeAised even to receive him into his hoai^e! The 
,&ther has reasoned the case, and tiffectipimteiy en«- 
jtfeated the son again and again,«^rei]Eiinding him of 
^is liberality and uniform kindness. Still, this son, 
though he did not pretend to/dispute the Undniess of 
jbis father, nor assign a single reason for his own con- 
duct, has obstinately persisted in refusing io give 
Jits father admission into hit habitation." Inquisitive 
countenances, surprise, and disgust, with a breathless 
silence, immediately ensned. After a pause, I said, 
.''This son is now present." The anxious inquiry, 
*• Who can it be?" seemed heightened, and the peo- 
ple looked on one knother with astonishment. Then 
17 
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said I, '' Sinner y thou art this rebellious son! God, 
thy father by creation^ has given thee all the good 
thou hast ever enjoyed. Oil he hath visited thee in 
mercy, and knocked at the door of thy heart — ^but by 
unbelief, thou hast obstinately bolted him out!" iThe 
Bpirit of God set this home to the assembly — and 
many wept. A justice of the peace, that was present, 
felt this applied to him as though a voice from heaven 
had said, ^^ Tkou art the man,^' He felt that he was 
the rebellious son, and mourned for his sins till God 
spoke peace to his soul. 

Here my acquaintance with Elder Dudley com- 
menced. He removed to this town about two years 
previous^ and gathered a small church, /but they had 
laboured under many trials. Elder D. had oflen 
wept for the unbelief of the people and the low state 
of Zion. The Lord had lately answered his prayers, 
^nd revived His work. He was witnessing a good 
reformation in the place of his residence, and in an 
adjacent town. A goodly number had already been 
converted, and the church increased to forty-five or 
fifty members, all happily united in the service of 
€rod. I found many open doors for preaching; and 
my health being poor, and the time so far passed, I 
gave up the idea of going to the Mississippi; and for 
a time laboured in Big Island, Salt-rock, and at Marion 
county 8eat< The Lord favoured me with some good 
seasons. 

About this time, I visited Grand township, which 
joins Salt-rock, and preached in a neighbourhood situ- 
ated on the line of these towns. Being strongly so- 
licited by certain brethren to teach a school in this 
vicinity, I engaged one for three months, thinking 
that still I might preach as much as my health would 
admit. I had subscription for twenty-five scholars, 
at $1,50 each, and commenced teaching on Tuesday, 
March 29, 18^5. I made stated appointments, three 
times a week at my school-house, and once a week 
about five miles distant. In the vicinity of the last 
appointment the people appeared to have as little idea 
of repentance, of regeneration, and the nature of the 
gospel, as any people to whom I ever preached.': I 
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attended my appointments with them a few weeks, 
and sometimes spoke with much freedom ; but the ef- 
fect seemed no more than beating upon an adamant. 
At length, despairing of seeing any reformation, I 
withdrew my appointments. In the vicinity of my 
school, I found it hard preaching, as the people gen- 
erally had little faith in the gospel, or little under- 
standing even of its theory. Their views of the way 
to heaven seemed to be these:— rrto cease from im- 
Ynoralities — to do good— join the church, and attend 
meetings and prayers regularly. Once I remarked 
in a discourse, 'that a man may be strictly moral, — 
may be a member of the church, — attend family 
prayer, — and still die in his sins, and go to hell.' 
This remark was much spoken of as a presumptuous 
saying. But few weeks passed, however, before I 
felt the Spirit of the Lord *' like a fire shut up in my 
bones;*' and the power of God attended the word to 
the hearts of the people. 

Sabbath, April 24, I spoke in the forenoon from 
Luke 9:25: ** For what is a man advantaged, if he 
gain the whole world, and lose himself, or be cast 
away?'* In the afternoon, I spoke from verse 23, of 
the same chapter: " If any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself,'* &c. Several were pricked in 
the heart and cried to the Lord for mercy. In the 
evening we had another meeting, and were still more 
favoured of the Lord. Four mourners were brought 
into liberty and praised God. Col. C. of this place, 
arose weeping, and said, ** Christian friends, do pray 
for me;" then he fell upon his knees and wept ex- 
ceedingly. In about a week, he found peace in be- 
lieving, and publicly confessed Christ. His conver- 
sion was instrumental of the conviction of his wife, 
'who also soon found Jesus. 

May 16, 1825. While dining near the school- 
house, I heard a sudden sound, like the coming of a 
mighty whirlwind. A breathless silence ensued, and 
in an instant, all left the table. Apprised of what 
^as at hand, I thought of my scholars, and petitioned 
Heaven to protect them from danger. About twenty- 
|5ye were in the school-house, which was situated in 
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a grove of large oaks. Oa coining into the opea afr, 
8uoh a scene as I had never witnessed, was presented. 
The trees of the adjacent forest seemed to haw be* 
fore a dreadful hurricane, like grass before the 
mower's scythe. Large branches of trees were fljing 
in the air over the fields like husks, the earth trem* 
bled at the souod, and all around seemed as if the 
judgment day had come. We clung lo the body of 
a log-house that had just been rolled up, to keep from 
beiag driven away. In about two minutes, thi9 seem'* 
ing agitation of all nature a little subsided. On look- 
ing around, we saw an oak four or five feet in diam- 
eter, which had fallen within two rods of us, but such 
had been the noise, that till now, we had not per- 
ceived it. We were yet more astonished on finding 
that the wind had blown very little, for perhaps within 
twenty-five rods of the school-house — and though the 
trees fell in great numbers each side of it, not one 
fell within this distance. Afler the tempest,' many 
pine shingles were found in the neighbourhood; and 
as there were none in these towns, the people con- 
cluded they must have been brought from the west over 
a fifly mile forest which joined the neighbourhood ia 
that direction. We understood that in the western 
settlements, the tornado levelled almost every house 
in its course, till it came to this forest. We also learn- 
ed from the public papers, that afler it lefl the county 
of Marion, its violence much increased as it maved 
eastward,* till it came to the east and west forks of 
Licking. Then it swept every thing in its course, level- 
led nearly every house and barn, carried many large 
trees in the air, throwing them end over end like the 
'stalks of corn when carried by a fierce wind. The 
destruction of property was great, and several lives 
were lost. I understood that one man who fled from a 
large brick house into an orchard, had his brains dash- 
ed out by a stick twelve inches in length and one and 
a half in diameter, that was driven by the wind. The 
house from which he fled was levelled, and the fam- 
ily escaped by taking refuge in the cellar. We were 
also informed, that two men on a plain seeing a cloud 
rising in the west, watched it, till they discovered that 
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it was acload of trees, branches, &c. brought by the 
* wind. One hid himself under a fallen tree ; the oth- 
<er was carried by the wind half a mile, but by cling- 
ing to bushes that were flying in the air, he finally 
escaped with his life and sustained little injury. This 
whirlwind was thought to exceed in its violence any 
that had ever visited this country. I thought, Alas! 
what will sinners do, when the ^^ whirhoind of the 
Lord goeth forth with fury y a continuing whirlwind; it 
shall fall with pain upon the head of the wicJced,^^ '* and 
ihe^ shall not escape.'' Jer, 30:^3; Job, 11:20. Let 
him thq.t is wise seek a hiding place from that awful 
storm of wrath, whicli will soon l|e poured out upon 
the ungodly. 

The revival continued to progress in the townships 
'of Grand and Salt-rock, till twelve or fifteen professed 
to experience salvation. Elder Piidley preached 
with us twice, and baptized eleven of the converts, 
among whom were Col. C, and Esq. H. who was 
awakened at t\\e time I addressed tl^e sinner under 
the character of the rebellious son. These united 
with the church at Big Island. In the meantime, Mr. 
J. Dixon, a circuit preacher of the Methodists, came 
into the vicinity of the revival and gathered a society 
' of about twenty-five members Of these, I under- 
stood that only four or five professed to enjoy reli- 
gion. He urged the mourners forward, saying to 
them, if they woi^ld take up the cross and join the 
. society, perhaps they would immediately find salva- 
tion. Accordingly they complied, but sad was the 
apparent effect; for from this time, as they were 
within the pales of the church, they seemed to feel 
measurably secure, afidsooii,to appearance, their con*- 
' cern and anxiety for salvatiQn died away. I think, of 
^' the twenty mourners that united with the society, 
' Ihere was not one soul, or ^t least not more than one, 
that professed to experience ^ skiving change of heart. 
Thus the reformation stopped. O! how this pained 
my soul. I wrote a letter to Mr. Dixon, and in the 
same, endeavoured to convince him that his course had 
been unecriptural, and stated the effect, which, to 
appearance, ^t h^>d on the minds of the mourners. H^ 
17* 



returned me an anvirer, in whieh he justified hj^ 
practice of building churches or societies of uncon- 
verted persons. To the answer he added a lengthy 
Eiece of poetry, which he called a ''satire/' In this, 
e called me ''Folly's eldest «off;" — and made an ept^' 
iapk accordingly, to be put on my tombstone. Ad 
im» was from a professed minister of the meek and ' 
lowly Jesus, it deeply wounded my soul. With an 
aching heart, I laid it before the Lord, and conclud- ' 
ed to let it rest till I should meet htm at that tribunal ' 
irom which there will be no appeal. I was informed 
that some of the Methodist brethren were grieved 
with him for this satire, and talked of reporting him 
to the Conference; But this was the last I heard of 
it. O that he may repent of this thing, and find mer- 
cy in the day of the Lord. ' 

During my school, I frequently preached in other" 
neighbourhoods, particularly in Big Island, and at ' 
Mwon county seat. In the former place the revival -- 
under the labours of Elder Dudley, continued, and ' 
the church in his care walked in great liberty. A. 
more happy and engaged people, I think I had never 
seen. Such was the power and glory that were fre- 
quently manifested in their meetings, that they were 
indeed awful on account of the presence of ther 
Lord. 

I was present on a baptismal occasion, that was 
remarkably interest^g. The day was beautiful, and 
baptism was performed in the river Sciota, w the ' 
midst of the gf-eat prairie between Big Island and 
Marion. Scarcely a tree or shrub obstructed the 
sight for several miles square. The grass tiiat wa» ^ 
now four or five feet in height, bended gently before 
a breeze, while the assembly formed a pvoeessioti 
between one and two miles in length. They came t6- 
the river about the centre of the prairie where they < 
had been wont to baptize, and there met another com- ' 
pany of people from Marion cocinty seat. A large 
proportion of this assembly were holy Christians' and 
happy converts. They began to sing one of the 
songs of Zion, and were filled with joy somewhat like 
that which gladdened the heart of the disciples, wheit. 



wm^ 



S, their blessed Maister was ridiof into JenisaleDn, 
ey cried/' HoAunna to the San 0/ Datid!" We 
kpieejed on the grass while prayer was made to Ck>d;' 
tnen Elder DuSey led iive happy converts into the 
stream who came out rejoicing. Much solemni- 
ty pervaded the assembly and many wept. At the 
conclusion of this interesting season, the churchy join* 
i^g bands, formed a ring, in which those just baptiz* 
ed united, and thus received the right-hand of fellow- 
ship. Then all kneeled, and prayer was made for 
them, for the mourners present, for the assembly, 
and for the whole world. They united again in a 
song of praise, that with heavenly melody rang o'er 
tKe plain. Shortly afler they commenced singing; 
they. began to shake h^nds with each other, and be-, 
fore the hymn closed, this salutation was exchanged 
by. nearly the whole assembly; and many seemed aln 
most ' caught away by the Spirit. ' While the congre-. 
gi^ion was dispersing, I watched the different comn 
pajuies as they followed the winding paths through 
the waving grass, and from some I heard the voice 
of singing and gladness till they were lost from sight- 
amid the oak groves that surrounded the prairie of 
Sciota» My soul was melted by the sublimity of the 
scene; and as I retired, I wept for joy. «This day { 
remember as one of the most interesting of my life. 

My school closed on the ^th of June, 18^. i 
uniformly began and closed the exercises of the day- 
with prayer; and frequently made addresses to the 
scholars, which seemed to gain place in their little 
heQ^rts, and they oAen listened with tears. They had 
treated me with much affection, and I found the 
thoughts of parting with them quite painful. The 
manner of their instruction from former teachers, waft 
very different from that with which I had been ac*. 
quainted ; and pursuing the method of my own coun- 
try, it was not only new and pleasing to the scholars^ > 
but also to my employers. Many solicited me to en- 
gage for another term. I had enjoyed peace of mind, 
and did not feel that I had erred in past engagements; 
for I had opportunities of preachmg often, and the 
Lord had blessed the word to the salvation of some. 
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I had also enjojed an adymitage that I did not nniici^ 
pate. I found that instructing others had contributeif 
to my own improvement. At the commencement ot 
my school in York, I began the study of figures with-^ 
out an instructor. As I boarded with my employers, 
and preached five or six times in a week, I had little 
leisure for study, till after others retired ta rest. By 
continuing my studies till midnight,, and sometimes 
till two or three oN^lock in the morning, I succeeded, 
with two or three exceptions, in working all the sums 
in Adaias,'* Arithmetic, before the close of my second 
school. 

July 1, 1825, I engaged to teach the same school 
Itnpther term of three months. Soon I felt impres- 
i&ions, that the harvest time with sinners in this place 
had passed, that several who had been awakened, 
to seek God, had grieved his Spirit, and that now, the 
Lord had said of them as. he did of Ephraim: They 
^re ^ ^joined to idoh;- let them o/ona." I told these im- 
pressions* in pu^btic, and; at the same time felt a deep 
sense of the awful justice of the great God. I felt 
that it was a sealing time, and these presentiments 
proved true; for not one soul, during my stay, after^ 
wards professed to finjd saJvatipn. Still I continued 
preaching with great freedom, and mu.ch peace of 
mind. My discourses, however^ were principally di- 
rected to coxnfort and strengthen the saints. I ob- 
served soma seriousness i^ my school, and hoped 
that at some future, period, the good seed that had> 
been sown with mftny tears, would spring up and- 
bear fruit. These hopes were not unfounded'. One 
or two years afler I left Ohio, I received a letter 
from a friend, stating that several of these children, 
Had been converted, and often reflected on the se- 
rious inipresaiona ti^ey received in this school. 

About this time, t began to have forebodings that 
sickness awaited me, and perhaps death. I spoke of 
these severaj times to. my friends, particularly to 
brother Bates, foi^nierly from Montpelier, Yt. Be had 
been in the l^oiy war forty-six years. The Lord had 
blessed him with a convenient dwelling, and the good 
things of this life; soKt be kindly invited me, if I 
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should be ill, to come to his house, where he assuredl 
me I shouM have every kindness in their power ta 
bestow. On the 10th of August, I began to feel un«^ 
well; but continued my school. The next day, my 
indisposition increased, and with considerable effort I 
passed through the duties of the school, then told my 
scholars that I was ill, and they need not come again 
till they heard from me. A shower was now rising, 
and as I felt anxious to reach brother Bates ^s, a dis- 
tance of three miles, I rode very fast ; but being over- 
taken by the rain, when withiti half a mile of his 
house, I called on a friend, took a bed, and tarried 
the night. The next morning) I was only able to' 
ride to brother Bates's, where I was affectionately re- 
ceived, and went immediately to bed. A fever had. 
fastened upon my system, and as the climate wasun^ 
favourable to my constitution, it was thought my 
illness would be severe. This I expected; but as it 
increased; clouds veMed my mind, and I enjoyed little 
comfort. I tried to pray, but my prayers seemedt 
like a chattering noise. Occasional flashes of light, 
only kept me from sinking. I had often thought, if 
laid on a bed of sickness in a land far from home, ther 
smiles of Him in whom I had put my trust, would renr. 
der even this situation pleasant, and chase my woesc 
away. But now as my distress increased, and th© 
light of God's countenance was withdrawn, my trials 
seemed greater than I could bear. I felt that my sou} 
was wading through a furnace of affliction; I sought 
the cause, but found it not. I knew not that I had 
neglected any particular duty, or committed any par- 
ticular sin, for which I was thus forsaken of the Lord, 
In consequence of my gloomy state, sceptical sugges- 
tions troubled me ; and Satan tempted me to doubt the 
reality of religion, the immortality of the soul, and 
even the existence of God. But the many evidences 
of the divine authenticity of the scriptures, with my 
own experience, wherein my soul had been made ex- 
ceeding joyful in circumstances, temporally, very afflic- 
tive, prevented these evil suggestions from taking any 
root in my mind. Again, I reflected, that this state 
i» one of trial, and in the intimate connection of soul 
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^d body, it would be strange indeed, if the state of 
one should not in some measure affect the conditien 
of the other. If by trouble of mind the outer marl 
wears away, as of consumption, why should it be in-^ 
credible that disorder of body should affect the mind ^ 
From these reflections, I resolved that a happy state 
of feeling should not be the basis of my hope ; that 
though my sight was dim, I would still walk by faith. 
Yea, I said in my heart, *' Though he slay me, yet wiU 
J trust in fettn.'* 

In a little time afler my confinement, I became 
very sick, and lost to myself. After midnight, brothei^ 
Bates went several miles for a physician, and soon 
another was called. They were both men of skill, 
and very attentive. In about ten days they succeed- 
ed in checking the fever, and I began to amend. The 
family seemed to know no weariness in the abundant 
care and kindness they bestowed upon me; and to 
this day the remembrance of it melts my heart. 

In the latter part of August, a quarterly meeting 
was to be organized in Norton, twenty-five miles dis- 
tant. Feeling anxious to attend, I ventured to ride 
five or ten miles in a day till I reached the place. 
Four churches united and formed the Marion quar- 
terly meeting. Three of these were in Big island, 
Marion, and Norton. The quarterly meeting con- 
tained two elders, David Dudley and Samuel Brad- 
ford, and about one hundred members. My heart 
was glad for the good work of the Lord in this wil- 
derness. But my short journey had been too much 
for my strength, and my fever returned | so that dur- 
ing the meeting, I did not stay in the assembly more 
than two hours, In this time I sat in a chair, and 
preached about an hour with some freedom. I re- 
tired immediately from the barn where the meeting 
was holden, went into a chamber, and lay down on a 
sheet expanded on a frame, to prevent the inconven- 
ience of the heat. Here I continued, mostly alone, 
passing the time in much restlessness and weeping, 
till the quarterly meeting closed. Then I returned 
slowly to Marion county seat; and when I arrived, 
my strength was so exhausted, that I thought I shouM 
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fall from my horse. Col. H. (Sorton, a brother anci 
friend, seeing my situation, met me a few rods from 
his door, and helped me into his house, and on to ^ 
bed. In a few minutes a chill struck me, my mouth 
and tongue became cold and numb^ and for a little 
time I was unable to speak. Afler this I was con- 
fined by what is called a thilt fever, a complaint fre- 
quent in this country, and which often proves fatal. 
I tarried at brother Gorton's about a week, and was 
attended by one of my former physicians; theii I went 
to the house of Eld. Bradford, and staid another week. 
I endured much pain at both these places, and fre- 
quently had turns of derangement ; but at the close 
of the second week, through the blessing of God, my 
health was measurably restored. The kindness I re- 
ceived from these friends was very considerable; 
may Heaven bless them. I had formed some acquain- 
tance with Elder Bradford in New- York, and the 
opportunity I now enjoyed with him was comforting. 
About the middle of September, I was able to move 
slowly from place to place, and hold a few meetings. 
I called to see my physicians, and though they did 
not jftfofess religion, they declined receiving any re- 
ward for their services, and seemed to take satisfaction 
in showing me these favours. O that it may be said 
to them, in a coming day, *' I was sick and ye visited 
me.^ After this I returned to Grand township, again 
eommenced my school, and continued it two weeks. 
In the early part of Oct. 1825, 1 attended the orga- 
nization of the Ohio yearly meeting, in Center, a 
township joining Big Island. Elders David Dudley, 
Moses Dudley, Marcus Kilbourn, Samtiel Bradford^ 
and two or three other preachers were present. The 
meeting was organized by appointing £]der Bradford, 
moderator, and myself to serve as recorder for this 
session. Huron, Marion, and Miami quarterly meet- 
ings united; and in these, I think there were ten or- 
dained preachers, and thirteen small churches. The 
nun^r of members was not ascertained, but proba- 
bly did not exceed three hundred. We enjoyed some 
refreshitigs through a part of the meeting; but on the 
Sabbath it appeared to be a time of mourning, es^ 
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peciall/ amOQg the preachers. In the latter part of 
the day, however^ ^he free Spirit dispersed the gloool 
ih some measure, land several, weighty exhortatioc^ 
excited a degree of feeling in the assembly. As the 
meeting wa^ about to close, a great, solemnity filled 
my soul. . By faith, I saw the ''Plant of refumn*^ 
spreading its tender branches over the wilderness of 
the west and south. It seemed as though the future 
prosperity and ^locy of the church were instantly 
presented before mine eyes. I beheld the little, pray- 
ing bands sescttered amid the plains and forests of 
Ohio, from lake Erie to Ohio river, and west into 
the deserts of Indiana, and saw them worship in their 
log cottages. And the period seemed near, when this 
little company, now assembled in a barn to hold th0 
first yearly meeting, should become a great people. 
I thought with myself, O what will th^ Lord do for 
them in twenty years! Surely we have reason to be- 
lieve he will work wonders. O, if Randall and Colby 
could have been here to-tiay, and have seen the white 
fields ready for the harvest, how would they have 
wept for joy. . Twenty years from this time, if th^ 
brethren remain steadfast, and the Ohio yearly meet- 
ing assemble, what wonders, what glorious revivals 
and additions can they speak of to the praise of their 
Redeemer. Then they may look back to this day^ 
and remember they were but as a handful. The 
meeting closed with much solemnity, and many I be-^ 
lieve went away comforted. 

I had laboured under constant depression of mindi 
since the time of my confinement; and only at inter- 
vals, liofd even then but for a few minutes, was I 
happy. At this meeting, the Lord granted some com- 
fort to my soul; but to ray sorrow, I found that my 
joy departed immediately aflcjr. My days were again 
solitary, ,and spent in mourning; and my prayers 
seemed an empty sound. I. felt that I had little more 
work to do for the Lord in this land. A constant 
gloom continued to veil my mind, my labours schemed 
more worthless than the dust, and I could see no 
prospect of their being useful in this part of the coun^- 
try. One month of the term for which I had Engaged 
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io teach school was yet to come, and I concluded to 

■'ask a dismission, that I might return to New- York. 

'^This was granted; and in two days, all my employe.rs 

with one' or two small exceptions, paid what was due 

;on the school-bills. I attended a few meetings in the 

vicinity of my school, and in neighbouring towns. 

Thick darkness seemed to cover me, and I deeply 

sighed for barrenness of soul. Could the trees on 

the plains of Marion county speak, they might 

tell the solitary hours I there spent in sighs and 

groans. 

About the lOth of October, 1825, 1 bid my brethren 
and friends farewell. It was a solemn parting — and 
to me, a gloomy time. My health was still poor, and 
^I was very feeble. A journey of nearly five hundred 
miles lay before me, to travel principally on horse- 
back, amid the winds and rains of autumn. But this 
was nothing compared with the cheerless winter that 
chilled my poor soul. Sometimes I would try to ap- 
ply to my case the words of David: ** Why art thou 
cast down, O my soul? and why aH thou disquieted 
within me? Hope thou in God; for I shall yet praise 
him^ who is the health of my countenance, and my (xod.^* 
Still this could not bring the life-giving presence of 
my Saviour; nor recall the happiness of former days. 
I proceeded on my journey to Green Creek and York 
J townships, a distance of about fifty miles. After rest- 
V ing some days and holding a few meetings, I contin- 
ued my journey to Wayne, preaching occasionally by 
the way. I arrived at this town the first day of No- 
vember, gave notice for a meeting at the house of 
Mr. Morse, and a considerable room was soon filled. 
A revival had lately gladdened Zion, and if I was 
correctly informed, all in the assembly, except three, 
profbssed religion. Of this I was ignorant at the 
time, and my mind was led to direct my discourse to 
the unconverted. I spoke from Prov. 23:23: ** Buy 
the truUi and sell it no^" From an impression, I 
turned and addressed a stranger who stood by my side, 
in the following manner: ''Young man, remember 
though thou art now in time, to-morrow thou mayest 
be in eternity; though to-day thou art with us injthe 
^18 
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body, to-morrow thou may est be conversant vrithdis^ 
embodied spirits in the eterival world." This man 
was the only male in the assembly that had no hope 
in Christ, I was informed that he went home quite 
serious, and made some remarks on the youth of the 
preacher, and the sermon he had heard, that indicated 
His heart had been touched. The next morning he 
arose in like manner solemn, but soon commenced 
singing a song, apparently to drown reflection. Thi» 
had been his usual manner when convicted) accord*' 
ing to his frequent confessions. One of his associ- 
ates coming in while he was singing, said to him: 
** You feel quite merry this morning?" He replied: 
*^ Yes — what is ilu use of one^s dymg before his Hme 
comesV* Soon he went to the rolling up of a log-* 
building — continued cheerful through the day, and 
occasionally sung songs;, but a little before sunset, 
a log on which he sat at the top of the building, began 
to roll. . He saw that he must fall^ yet being strong 
and active, seemed to think he should escape danger, 
and cried with ^ usual cheerfulness, '* Take care 
boys." These ^ere his last words; for as soon a» 
he reached the ground the log fell on his head. He 
could neither sp^ak nor, move, but looked wishfully 
on his friends, and died in fifteen minutes. Thus he 
found that his time had come ^^ as a thief in the mght.^'^ 
When leaving hoine in the morning, he stopped a lit* 
tie distance from the door, in which his wife was 
' standing with their only child, looked at them a minr 
ute in silence, then returning, kissed the child, and 
lefl his little family for ever! But ah, how little did 
he think he had heard his last sermon — ^that the last 
day of his life had come, and the Judge was standing 
at the door! May this be a warning to the ungodly. 
When I heard the solemn tidings, I was at the house 
of Horace Morse, a brother of the young man, and a 
preacher in the Free- Will Baptist connexion. I vis- 
ited the fatal spot immediately, and guided by a bloody 
path, followed the body of this unfortunate youth to a 
neighbouring dwelling; where with keen sympathies 
I witnessed the agonies of his companion and numer- 
ous relatives, who wept as though they bad no re- 
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maining comfort. Then I said, *' Man is like to tan- 
ily: hd$ days are a^ a sh<idow that passeth away," 

Nov. 4, 1825, closed twenty years of my life, and 
it was a day of much reflection and solemnity. As it 
was the wish of the relatives, I preached the funeral 
fiermon of the young man that had heen called away 
so suddenly. A numerous congregation attende(^, 
and about thirty mourners wept at the grave of their 
deceased friend ; while the multitude that stood 
around dropped many a tear. I never was present 
on a more impressive occasion. ** Blessed is the man 
that " IS ready:" for ^' man knwceth nQt his time.^^ 

After this, I attended a few meetings in these parts, 
and formed some acquaintance with several brethren 
of the Wayne quarterly meeting, which had been 
just organized. The number of members was small, 
yet, there appeared to be some humble, faithful souls 
among them. I enjoyed some interesting seasons, yet 
generally my spirit continued in bondage, and my la- 
bours still seemed to be almost useless. But as I 
was confident my commission had been received from 
the Lord, i dared not forbear to wafti the wicked. I 
continued my journoy to N^w-York, and held several 
meetings by the way, still labouring under trials, and 
doubting whether I should ever again enjoy the set- 
tled peace that once blessed my soul. Yet the oath 
that I made on the day of ray espousal, was engraven 
on my heart, and I felt no inclination to violate it; 
but when tempted to give up my hope, i would say 
in the language of Peter: ** Lord, to whom shall I 
go? thou hast the words of eternal life." At Hano- 
ver, N. Y., I took ray gig which I left there when 
going to Ohio, and proceeding on my way home*- 
ward, held ^ few meetings in the western part of the 
6tate. 

"About the first of Dec, 1825, I arrived at ray fath-^ 
er's in Junius, having been absent about fourteen 
months, and was received affectionately. But find- 
ing that my brother Friend had left home only a day 
or two before, to go to Michigan, expecting to be 
absent one or two years, I followed him immediately 
about seventy miles, aa4 overtook him. We had a 
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pleasant meeting, and returned thanks to God. He 
concluded to delay bis journey ; and accompanied 
me home. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

My iriaU and labours for seven months after my return 

from Ohio. 

My soul continued in a furni^e of affliction. My 
hours passed in gloom, and my days were numbered 
in much sorrow. I attended one or two meetings iiv^ 
adjacent towns, but such heaviness oppressed me^ 
that I felt confident my labour was in vain. My de*-"" 
pression increased, and I/dreaded to visit my breth- 
ren, expecting they would be greatly disappointed in 
me — and their disappointment I thought, would fill 
me with anguish. Believing my life was of little use 
to the church or to the world, and thinking it mat- 
tered little where I spent my time, I engaged a school 
in my father's neighbourhood, and commenced teach- 
ing about the 10th of December. I made stated ap- 
pointments twice a week in this vicinity, and once a 
week in an adjacent neighbourhood, and occasionally 
preached in other places, particularly in Galen. Great 
darkness covered the people: — oft I went to my ap- 
pointments with a heavy heart, and returned with the 
burden still increased. I enjoyed the society of my 
father's family, and my three brothers attended the 
school. These were pleasant temporal privileges, 
but they could not make me happy while my Saviour 
hid his face, and I could not see sinners turning to 
God. In solitary places I wept, and prayed the Lord 
once more to dispel my darkness and shine into my 
heart; but still I found no answer to my petitions. 
I read the Lamentations of the prophet Jeremiah, and 
applied such passages as these to my case : ' ' I nm 
the man that hath seen affliction by the rod of hi» 
wrath. He hath led me and brought me into dark-t 
ness but not into light. Surely against me is h^ 
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tnmed ; he turneth his liand against me all the day.' 
He hath set me in dark places as they that be dead 
«f oM. He hath hedged me about that I cannot get 
out: H« hath made my chain heavy. Also when I 
cry and shout, he shutteth out my prayer. — And I 
said, My strength and my hope is perished from the 
Lord.*' Lam. 3:1—8,18. Still, in this state of af- 
iiiction, I knew God was just in all his ways, and 
that he would be just, if, for my unfaithfulness and 
my sins, he should hide his face for ever. Yet the 
Lord strengthened me, so that I felt no inclination 
to abandon the cause of Ohrist, or yield my hope in 
the promises of Ood: but I did seriously think of re- 
tiring from a public life; for all my preaching seemed 
like '^ sounding brass, of a tinkling cymbal." I re- 
viewed my experience and my evidences of accept- 
ance with God. I could not reject them. Again I 
examined my evidences of having been called to 
preach the gospel. 1 could not disbelieve. And now 
what could i do? This commission was not ** a light 
thing" that I might lay aside by my own will; and 
a& the mandate, '^Goye — and preath Ae gospel,^ ^ had 
not been repealed, I dared make no other conclusion 
than this; that I would preach according to my abil- 
ity, and leave the event with God. i tried to content 
myself by reflecting on the scripture that saith : * ' No 
chastening for the present seemeth to be joyous, but 
grievous : nevertheless, afterward it yieldeth the 
f>eaceabie fruit of righteousness unto them which are 
exercised thereby.^' And though no animation or 
joy should ever again cheer my countenance, I re- 
solved to live at the feet of my Saviour, and I said 
with the Psalmist: '^ Whom hcece I in heaven hui thee? 
and there is none won ear A that I desire besides thee.'^ 
In Jan., 1826, 1 lefl my school to attend the JBen- 
ton quarterly meeting, hoMen at Flint Creek, in Mid- 
•dlesex. During my visit to Ohio, there had been a 
^reat revival in this vicinity, and nearly one hundred 
bad been baptized in the town by Elder Wire. I ex- 
pected the converts would be generally present and 
Much in the Spirit; and should I speak in the meet- 
ing, my testimony would be cold an^ ue^less. So | 
18* 
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concluded to be a diflconaolate spec^alor, and entered 
the crowded assembly, hoping to find a seat in soma 
corner, and pass unobserved. But immediately ev-» 
ery eye was fixed on me, and the countenances of all 
seemed to tell, that they had heard of ^* the boy preaek*. 
er" in the days of his gladness; and that now they* 
expected to hear for themselves. I thought within 
piyself, 'Alas! you will be disappointied^and this as- 
sembly will spy out my barrenness.' The preacher 
who was addressing the people, stopped and invited 
me to take a seat with the ministers. I was filled 
with confusion, hid my face, apd wept on account of 
my poverty. After becoming a little composed, I 
looked around on the assembly, and saw perhaps one 
hundred happy converts. They were singing one of 
the songs of Zion — heaven seemed to shine in their 
countenances — and for a few minutes, my soul was 
melted and charmed with the beautiful sight. After 
this they spoke in quick succession and with much 
power; but it reminded me of a touching contrast — 
the difierence between their state and mine. Again 
my poverty pressed upon me, as a burden that was 
insupportable, and I wept as though my tears were a 
fountain. At length I arose and began to speak; — 
jofiy heart broke — and, " Glory to God,'' in this very 
hour the winds of Heaven began to blow on my soul. 
The clouds that had covered me five months, now fled 
away. The glory of God beamed upon me, and again 
I tasted the happiness that had formerly gladdened 
my spirit. O, how easy it was to speak the word of 
the Lord. A few hours after this, I willingly accept- 
ed an invitation to preach; and if ^ever the Lord 
helped me, he did in this discourse. It seemed as 
though all I had to do was to receive the word imnci^ 
djiately from God, and speak it to the people. The 
assembly was greatly melted, and I felt myself ex^ 
ceedingly abased and humbled before Grod. His 
presence was glorious and awfuL Afler this, many 
spoke, and we enjoyed a refreshing time. Now 
it seemed as though I was in a n^^w world; and 
if I Qver felt thankful to Go4, I did for thia deUver-i 
aflice^i. 
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Why I had heen thus forsaken of the Lord, had 
been a query which I was unahle to solve. But now 
it appeared that God had especially designed this vis* 
itation for the trial of my faith, and to strengthen 
others. As Whitfield says, *' Ministers should be 
tempted in all things like unto brethren, that they 
may be able experimentally to succour those that are 
tempted." Again, I found that this affliction had 
worked for my good, in that it had weaned me from 
the world, taught me to feel my dependance on God, 
and had humbled my pride. 

On the Sabbath, meeting was appointed in two 
plates, but the heart of the people was together, and 
they crowded into one assembly. This was a day of 
Emmanuel's power, and a time of great joy. Again 
it fell to my lot to speak to the people, and I feared 
that my clouds would return ; but it pleased the Lord 
to give me as much freedom as I enjoyed the day be- 
fore, and again, in my own sight, I sunk down as 
nothing before the Lord. O blessed be his name, for 
his great mercy to an unworthy child. After' meet-^ 
ing, I returned to my school happy in God. Now I 
regretted that I had engaged the school, for the 
Lord's harvest appeared inviting, and I wished to be 
labouring therein. In my public communications, 
Jiowever, the Spirit gave me freedom, and I enjoyed 
much peace in opening and closing my school by 
prayer, and in frequently speaking to my scholars. 

In the early part of March, I was called to sit on a 
council of business in Sodus, appointed by the Ben«^ 
ton quarterly meeting. The council proposed to set 
me apart to the work whereunto the Lord had called 
me. This was unexpected. Considering my youth, 
and that the request had not been presented hf the 
church of which I was a member, I was doubtful res* 
pecting my duty. But after making supplication to 
God for direction, the elder of the diurch iu Junius 
being present, I consented to their proposal on the 
5th of March, 1836. Afler my return to Junius, the 
church accepted my new credentials and gave, me a 
letter accordingly. Shortly afterward, on a day ap- 
pointed for communion in, Junius, it uiiexpectedl]|r fell 
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to my lot to break bread to the church. Thid being \ 
a duty that had not before devolved on me, the cro^s 
was considerable, and I cried to the Lord for a9sis•^ 
tance. Language cannot describe how unworthy I 
felt to officiate in the ordinances of God's house, par*r 
ticularly in the holy supper. With a trembling hand .. 
I moved forward to handle the symbols of my dear 
Saviour's broken body, and in doing this my soul was< 
strengthened and blessed of the Lord. His presence 
was in the meeting, and we had the witness that our 
fellowship was with the Father, and with his Son Je-. 
$us Christ. 

About the 15th of March, I closed ray school, and 
to some of my scholars, as well as myself, it was a 
solemn day. I looked on the children that had been . 
three months under my care, and reflected on the. ' 
change that twenty years would make. How many 
would then be in the tomb — and how many of those , 
who should survive would be scattered. I prayed , 
that they might be prepared for the scenes of the fu- 
ture. Solemn was the thought, that my words and 
examples had made impressions, that would be re* 
member ed by them long afler I shouki be laid in the 
grave. So, I prayed that wherein I had erred, the 
Lord, would forgive; and that those deeds which I had 
wrought in the light of God, might be engraven oa 
their hearts, and instrumental of good to their squIs. 
Two of my scholars, had for some time appeared se* 
rious, and though they did not as yet submit to the 
cross, I hoped the^ impressiona would terminate ia 
their reconciliation to God. 

In the latter part of the month, I went to Ontario^ 
Fenfield, and Perinton., and enjoyed some refreshing, 
meetings with the churchea in these towns. In soma 
instances the glory of the Lord shone round about us. 
We witnessed a few cases of awakening, and convic<>, 
tion followed a small number till they were convert* 
ed. While I was in these towns several communis 
cated liberally to my temporal necessities. I had 
been told that it was unscriptural to give thanks ta 
any but God. But about this time I read what Paul 
8.^id, Rom. 16:4: ** Uftto wJxom [Priscillaand Aquil- 
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lit] not onlj I give thanks, but also all the chnrches of 
the Gentiles." So as I had the example of Paul, and all 
the churches of the Gentiles, I gave thanks to those 
who had supplied my wants. After holding meetings 
in several other towns, I returned to Junius, preach- 
ed two or three times, and then, in company with my 
eldest brother, visited my sister in Ithica. Here I 
parted with my brother, who was to start immediately 
for Michigan. We had spent the winter together^ 
and the reflection, that probably we should never en- 
joy each other's society in a like opportunity, increas- 
ed the feeling interest of this occasion. As my broth* 
er went out of my sight, I thought within myself^ 
' thus children soon grow up into life, and like the 
young birds of the nest, are scattered in the world.' 

After preaching at Ithica, I visited several other 
towns within the limits of the Owego quarterly meet- 
ing, preached the word to many congregations, and 
enjoyed the witness that my labour was not in vain in 
the Lord. I held two meetings in the town of Ithica, 
at the house of Esq. Dean, about three miles from 
the village. A revival had just gladdened the hearts 
of many in this vicinity, and these meetings were bles- 
sed with the presence of the Lord. One desired 
baptism. This ordinance I had never yet adminis- 
tered. A meeting for the purpose was appointed on 
the 9th of May, 1826. The day was pleasant, and 
the earth was arrayed in all the loveliness of spring. 
Previous to the hour appointed, I retired to a beauti- 
ful pine grove, and spent a little time entreating the 
Lord to stand by me this day and strengthen me for 
the solemn work before me. I received much com- 
fort, and went to the meeting very happy. The Lord 
•enabled me to speak with much boldness, and caused 
his Spirit to move on the assembly. The candidate 
related her experience, and received the approbation 
of the brethren; then we walked to the water, and 
with feelings of deep self-abasement, I administered 
the ordinance, and was greatly blessed of the Lord. 

From Ithica I passed between the Cayuga and 
Seneca lakes, crossed the latter from Ovid to Milo, 
ftnd after holding several meetings in different towns 
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went ter Middlesex. I attended tlie Benton quRiterl^ 
meeting on the 12th and 13th of May, 1826. Thirf 
assembly was large; many brethren and convertil 
were present, and we were favoured with a heavenly 
season. At this meeting, I assisted in ordaimffg 
brother John Borden to the work of an evangelist-^ 
After this I visited the brethren in Groveland and 
Geneseo, and held a few meetings ; then proceeded 
to Clarkson and attended the Bethany quarterly meet<^ 
ing at Ladd's corner, May 20 and 21 . I think twelve 
preachers attended; a large number of brethren were 
present, and a congregation of about one thousand 
people. The preaching was interesting, and the 
season profitable; but to me it was a time of triaK 
Thinking it my duty to address the people, I namecl 
a text and proceeded for a time with some embarras^^ 
ment. Presently a confusion in the meeting, and 
the circumstance of several leaving the assembly") 
increased my difficulty; the enemy took advantage^ 
and I feared that I had mistaken duty. From the 
restless state of the congregation, I supposed the 
people did not wish to hear me — my spirit sunk, and 
before my discourse was half finished I took my seat.* 
The information was given me, that the confusion in 
the assembly had been occasioned by a man who wa^J 
intoxicated; yet my conflict became great. I doubt- 
ed whether the Lord had ever called me to preach—^ 
and my trial seemed greater than I could bear. Aa 
I went from the meeting, I vented my grief in bittef 
weeping, yet this did not assuage the sorrow that fill^ 
ed my bosom. Elder Jenkins tried to comfbrt me^ 
but I replied, ' Such is my barrenness that I cannot 
preach: I would be willing to preach, if my labourd 
were instrumental of the conversion of any souls, ## 
of any good to Zion; but they are cheaper than ih% 
dust, and I cannot think it is my duty to attempt t6 
preach, while so little good, or even none at all at* 
tends my labours.^ He replied, " Brother Marka^ 
you do not know what good may arise fVom your 1^ 
bours, though now you may see no fruits. God haa 
commanded you to preach, and you must preachy or be 
damneji.'^ HKs saying had no effect to relieve me of 
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ixkj harden. I went to a wood, and laid myself on 
the ground far from the hearing of any, and there for 
a long time, gave vent to my anguish. My life ap-^ 
peared to me useless, and I thought I should hardly 
again desire to see the face of man. But afler con- 
sidering the subject, and hot being able to persuade 
myself that God had not called me to labour in his 
vineyard, I thought if the Lord would hide me in the 
grave, this would be pleasant. Yet as I saw no al- 
ternative, I resolved to cast my care on Jesus, and 
submit to my duty amid all my poverty of soul. When 
the dews of the evening began to fall, I returned pen- 
sive to the house of a friend, where certain brethren 
endeavoured to persuade me that this fiery trial would 
only purify me, and fit me for greater enjoyment and 
usefulness. A faint hope that this might be the ef- 
fect, caused my trouble* gradually to subside. I had 
an appointment next morning in a neighbourhood 
called Cook's settlement, and there preached the re- 
maining part of my discourse that was lefl unfinished 
lat the quarterly nfeeting. The Lord unveiled the 
beauties of his face, gave me his free Spirit, and ac- 
companied the word to the hearts of the hearers. My 
)ate trials vanished like dew before the sun, and my 
peace became like the flowing of a gentle river. 
. Leaving Clarkson, I returned to Groveland, preach- 
ed a few times, and about the last of May went to 
jN^rth Penfield and held several meetings. In some 
ef these, the Spirit of the Lord was manifested glo- 
riously, the children of the King were made happy, 
and some of them shouted for joy. On the fourth of 
Jlune, after meeting, we resorted to a beautiful beach 
im the shore of lake Ontario, to attend the ordinance 
enT baptism. Afler prayer, the brethren sung a hymn, 
land were greatly animated by the good Spirit. I 
&en led the convert into very clear water, and my 
soul enjoyed a great blessing in the performance of 
th» duty. As we '^ came up out of the water," the 
candidate was very happy uid praised the Lord aloud. 
After this, some were awakened in our meetings to 
seek the Lord, uid a small number professed to find 
the ^' pearl of great price." 
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Near tbe middle of Juiie^ I sttMided a geiMlil 
meeting of the Christiaa order in Mendon. Here'' I 
heard Elder Capron preach, that the destruction irith 
which the wicked shall be punished, will eieet an end 
of their being. Another elder, who had come from 
the south, preached, that ' ' we are not to be forgiven 
for Christ's sake." I was much attached to this de-*- 
nomination, because I believed them to be a humble, 
Christian people, whom the Lord had blessed to the 
conversion of many. As a people, they had ever 
treated me with Christian affection, and I had expect-* 
ed to find food to my soul in this meeting. Bui by 
hearing these doctrines preached, and argued without 
contradiction, my mind was brought into a trial. I 
conversed with some of the preachers, and objected 
to these ideas, supposing they were not generally ap* 
proved by the denomination; and remarked, that I 
had expected some of the preachers would publidy 
oppose them. One of the elders replied, '* Brot&er 
Marks, I will tell you plfunly, that I do not bei%et€ 
God will fry the mcked etemuUly in hell, " I was shock* 
ed by the expression, and this representation of the 
Bible doctrine, that the wicked *' shM he out iniathe 
lake of fire.*' I asked him whether he believed the 
doctrine of annihilation, or of restorattonf He de« 
clined giving me any answer, except saying, that he 
believed all the Bible taught on this subject. Some 
of the elders that were present, however, disapproved 
of these sentiments. But what created the greatest 
trial, was, the rei9»ark that We were not to be foigiten 
for Christ's sake, together with the arguments tkat 
accompanied it. If I understood the doctrine of this 
sermon, it was, that nothing had been merited by the 
sufferings of Christ in behalf of sinner&^and thai 
God, the Father, pardons men, not by virtue of any 
atonement made by Christ-^but merely because the 
sinner repents and God is good. By this doctrine, il 
appeared that Christ had acted only by a delegated 
powpr, and that he had done nothing mere for the 
salvation of men, than any other prophet, except 
that he was the mediator of a greater dispeBsatton. 
From these ideas, the folUnving queries were sug-* 
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; (^t«d: " If Jesus be not the true Gdd, why should 
Iwe worship him? Why ^should the angels worship 
himi Why should God give directions that any 
other being than himself should be worshipped ? 
Why should the Father require that Jesus should 
be worshipped because €rod hath worked by him, 
rather than that Moses should be worshipped, be- 
cause God wrought wonders by him?" After re- 
flecting a litttle while on these queries, this script«re, 
like Sinai's thunder, came to my mind: "Thou shalt 
worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
. serve." Matt. 4:10. . At this instant, all nature seem- 
ed to declare the inconsistency of worshipping, or of 
giving divine honours to any other being, than * * ih^ 
only Uting and true God.^* It seemed to me, if Jesus 
be not God, and yet have divine honours given him, 
because of his high mission, on the same principle, 
all the prophets, apostles, and persons sent of God, 
^lould also receive divine honours, proportionate to 
the extent of their mission. Notwithstanding these 
reflections, I knew not what to believe of Jesus 
. Christ. For the Unitarian arguments had so infln- 
enced my belief, and so formed the connection of my 
thoughts, that I supposed the doctrine that JesUs 
Christ is the true God, could not be proved from the 
flFcriptures. Indeed, to this sentiment, I thought 
• there were unanswerable objections. On the oth^ 
. hand, I could see no propriety in worshipping any be* 
. img except the true God. And on this principle, ffce 
scriptures now appeared to be involved in great t)b- 
. purity. 

** When Unitarian unbelief, I think. 

Took hold of P«ter, he began to sink ; 
. . Our Lord, as if surprised at this, cried out» , 

•O, thou of little faith, why didst thou doubt V 
V • !.« this reproof suffice for every one 

That 'doubts the power of God's beloved Sbn.*' 

I Was now like a ship without mast 6r hefm, com- 

mitted to the merciless waves. At this tinie, I had 

" lappointments to preach in Penfield, PenntoA, 'and in 

' other towns. But how could I meet them? I knew 

not what to preach, nor what to believe! I attended 

them, however, and thought my self safe in restricting 
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nj r«mark0 on Am suloect to tbe language of the 
•criptures, tbougk their meaning to me was obscure*. 
I read the Bible da/ and night, and was much in se« 
cret prayer. But while I prayed, awful doubts trou« 
bled me, and great darkness veiled my mind, so thai 
like the darkness of Egypt, I thought it could be feit. 
Infidelity had no charms. But alas! I saw no wi^ 
to avoid its principles, unless I could believe that 
Jesus Christ is truly God. My whole soul could but 
shrink from the idea of htto God*— 4he Father, tbs 
9nhf lifffiig and true &ocl, and my Saviour, conse« 
quently, a deai and false god! But how could tw^ 
p€r$on8 he one bemg'i Alas! my difficulties were very 
serious, and I feared, lest they should force me to in-f 
fidelity. I wished, unbiassed by the prejudices of 
education, to believe and know the truth. 1 resolye4 
to cease preachings unless I could discern the truth, of 
the gospel: I could see no way to escape the gloomy 
forebodings of infidelity: I regretted that I had re-^ 
ceived ordination. I remembered that the council 
seemed to have liome hesitancy, because my senti- 
ments with regard to the character of Christ were 
not sufficiently settled; but considering my youth ad 
an apology, th^y concluded to lay hands on me, be* 
lieving I would become established in the truth. I^ 
now steeined that I should disappoint their hopea. 
Agun I recollected the many souls that I had seeigt 
c<tnveried, — ^the happy seasons I had enjoyed with 
the saihts; and I thought^ how can I wound thoao 
kind friends? how can I disappoint the hopes of n^ 
brethren? — and can I bid such happy scenes an eter- 
nal fhrewell ? Yet, I said within myself, I cannot be 
a hypocrite^^and if Heaven do not remove these 
doubts, and open the way before me, I musi — I will 
retire from the church. But then, alas! how can I 
endure the preaence of my Christian friends! If this 
should hie my tmhappy condition,. I will leave this 
land— hide myself in the wilderness of the west, and 
there dwell in obscurity till death. Now the gloom 
of infidelity rushed upon me, like an overwhelming 
flood. What! no Saviour? — No sure guide! — Life a 
scene of sorrow!-— Death an eternal sleep! * ^ ^ 



From the evidencea of Ckrkiiamiyt and from my 
ewn experience, I could fod nothing to confirm an 
Qtihallowed doubt. Mj trials originated solely from 
my UnU^vrian mew» of the character of C^mt. I open* 
ed my mind to brother Thomas Parker, a preacher 
of our connexion m Perinton. He tried to encourage 
and strengthen me; and, as he has since told me, 
afler we separated, he went into a wood and prayed 
a long time with many tears, that I might be saved 
from the snare of infidelity. I attended my previous 
appointments, gave out no more, and doubted whether 
I should ever attempt to preach again. I continued 
to search the scriptures, and to pray the Lord for de» 
Uverance. But my way was all closed up, and i eon*- 
^dered much on the manner in which I might retire 
from a public life. I thought, however, before I 
made any new conclusions, I would visit Elder J. N. 
Hinckley, and lay ray case before him. He had been 
im atheist for eight years previous to his conversion, 
and I looked to him for counsel as to a father in Zion. 
After telling him all my doubts, he said, " Brother 
Marks, you study too much, you travel too much, 
and you preach too much. The mind is as easily 
n^earied as the body; and yours is so much wearied, 
that you know not what you are, or where you are. 
By abstinence, the perception of the mind is quick- 
ened, and you must moderate till you become rested 
9CiiA calm.^' He then took me to his mills, fields, 8ic. 
and conversed freely on many subjects; but declined 
tiaying any thing on the subject, which, for two weeks, 
had engrossed my whole attention. After passing 
the greater part of a day in this manner, he took me 
to a room alone with htm,' and taking his Bible, asked 
tne, if I would believe Jesus Christ to be God, pro^ 
vided he would prove that he cretUed the world? 
Without hesitation, I answered in the affirmative; 
l)ut being prepossessed of the Unitarian argument, 
that the Father made the world by Christ, as an agent 
only, I did not expect the proof proposed. He be- 
gan to read the first chapter of Paul's epistle to the 
Hebrews. I had committed this chapter to memory, 
and thinking all the ideas it contained had been pre- 
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viously considered, I sofiposed tbat nekliertfaei-Sth 
and 9th verses, '' Tky tfajone, O God, is for ever aa4 
0ver," &c., nor aay pcurt of the chapter, could affect 
my mind. But whea be came to the tenth verse^ 
where the Father still addresses the Son, he put bi» 
finger on it, and read with emphasis: '^ ^^nd^ Tliouy 
Lord : in the beginning hast laid the fqundatian of thfi 
earthy and the heavens are the works of thy hands, ^^ Be»- 
fore he had concluded the reading of this sentence^ 
cold chills began to pass over me — and bursting into 
tears, like unbelieving Thomas, I exclaimed within 
myself, '.' My %ord and my God''! 

From this moment, faith began to revive in my 
soul.« Elder Hinckley now remarked on the objeo 
tion which J had presented, vi^e., that ^' the Son of 
God could not be the Father, or God himself." Said 
he, " A river proceeding from a lake, cannot be call- 
ed the lake itself, yet the stream itaay be called water, 
and the fountain water; and one is as truly water aa 
the other, because the substance in the two bodies is 
the same. So, a son of man receives from the parent 
a perfect human nature, the entire nature of his spe- 
cies; — ^yet this maketh not another nature, nor another 
species of being; but the nature and species in the 
father and in the son, are the same, though in two 
persons. In like manner, * the only begotten of the 
Father/ doth possess the nature of the Father, inhe- 
rent and entire; and this nature, or divine substance 
of the Son, is as justly called God, as the divine foun- 
tain from which it proceeded." It might be improper 
here to relate the chain of reflections in full, and tbe 
passages of scripture that raised me from the borders 
of infidelity. Suffice it to say, that the tenth verse 
of the first chapter of Hebrews, commenced my con- 
vincement; and that_, by a close examination of the 
scriptures, my faith increased, and I was brought 
firmly to believe, that Jes^s is truly ''God with us.'* 
And to this day, I have never doubted in saying of 
Him, ** This is the true God, and eternal life/' 1 John 
5:20.* ^ « 

. * When I attdnded the New-Hampshire yearly moeting at Weare^ 
in the year 1824, I heard Elder Enoch Place preach on 'the character 
of Christ. The doctrine distilled like the dew, and I was ^oatly di»N 
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- After this, I related to Elder ElijiJi Shaw, a 
fyreacher of the Christian order, the particulars of my 
eottvincement, that Jesus our Saviour, is as truly 
45od, as is the Father. He replied, •* When you be- 
'Came established in this sentiment, you became es- 
tablished in a blessed good sentiment. '' Whether it 
%e, or not, I know that my faith in this doctrine has 
been greatly to the comfort of my soul, and I believe 
that by embracing it, I have been saved from infidel- 
ity, and from many a ** wind of doctrine" that is pass- 
ing in the world. 

I now returned to Penfield and Perinton, greatly 
eomforted, and enjoyed some favoured seasons in 
preaching the Lord Jesus, as the only ** name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. '^ 



CHAPTER XV. 

Particulars cf my labours from July, 1826, ft> &ji- 

tember, 1827. 

In July, 1826, I spent several weeks in Ontario, 
and preached in different neighbourhoods. I had the 
satisfaction of seeing frequent instances of convic- 
tion, and was oflen filled with joy, while I saw the 
paints happy, and sometimes heard sinners cry for 
mercy. Among those that were awakened, was an 
interesting young man, the son of a Quaker, and 
three young ladies, that were school teachers. They 
were the first that publicly confessed their desire to 
find Jesus. These, and several others, were soon 
brought into liberty, and rejoiced to ta^e the cross 
and ^llow Christ. Sabbath, July 23, I had an ap* 

lighted till I heard hiseoAcluding Kntenee t-^' This it the eternal Ctod, 
find liecidee Him there ia ao Sanour." This nntence damped my joy 
aod caused cold chills to pass over me; yet at this instant I obserTcIa 
the assemblv dropped as it wQfe a flood of tears ; and that which so 
chilled my feelings, was sanctioned by the sound of ** Amen,** from 
many voieos. fiat aince the time I cried of my flaTiour mfith nnbe* 
lieving Thomas, « Afy l^ord 0n4 my Opdt*' (bii doctnn* hts bfM 
fweet to my soul, 
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pointment in the north part of Ontario £c^ bapti%i)f j 
The Lord gave me freedom, and many appeared qili^ 
solemn. The wind having raised the waves on lakB 
Ontario, so that baptism could not be attended to iil^ 
this place, we proceeded four or five miles west, i9 
an inlet, where I baptized two. As I came out of 
the water, I was very happy, and began to exhort A 
young man, that was. a Universalis!, to repeat and 
believe in Christ. His reply only evinced his impen- 
itence, and showed how little bis doctrine infittenced 
him to ** the fear of the Lord," 

In the latter part of July, I preached in several 
towns west of Rochester, and in the early part of 
Aug., went east as far as Juniu», and preached in 
many places. I also visited several churches of the 
Benton quarterly meeting, and attended the August 
terra of said meeting, which was holden in Italy. A 
goodly number of people and brethren convened in a 
pleasant grove. The preaching was spiritual, and 
many said it was one of the best quarterly meetings 
th^ ever attended, I never shall forget how solemn 
n/y soul felt while preaching the word, neither how 
some shouted, that I thought would not do thus in a 
public assembly. Still my heart said: ^^ Lfit the in^ 
hmbitants of the Rock sing; let them shout." During 
three weeks following this meeting, I visited several 
churches, preached in different towns, and enjoyed 
some refreshing seasons. 

August 26 and 27, 1826, I attended the sixth ses-r 
sion of the Holland Purchase yearly meeting, holden 
in Ontario. The Ontario quarterly meeting, which 
had been organized from the Benton quarterly meet- 
ihg in the autumn previous, was at this time received 
into the yearly meeting. It contained eight churches, 
five ordained preachers, and about one hundred mem- 
bers. At this meeting I first saw brother Thomas 
Huckins, from London, Upper Canada. He canie a 
distance of two hundred and fifly miles to attend thi» 
meeting, with a request for me to visit that province. 
^t this time th^r^. was but one Fre^-W^l Baptist 
church in Upper Canada. This was situatedin Dun- 
wich, one hundred and fifly mHes we«t frqia Niagi^a 
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mftr. Several years ago, brother Huckitts, with two 
91 three famiiieg of Free- Will Baptists, removed from 
New-Hampshire and Lower Canada into this town. 
For some years they endeavoured to content them- 
sielves by enjoying religious privileges with other de- 
nominations; but not finding with them that liberty 
which they wished to enjoy, about eight persons, for 
the space of many months, held separate conference 
meetings, and were called Free- Will Baptists About 
the year 1821, they sent a man two hundred andfifly 
miles into New- York for help. £lder Jenkins went to 
them immediately, and gave them the hand of fellowship 
as a church. Brother Huckins had lately commenced 
preaching, and at this meeting related his call to the 
ministry, and received a letter of commendation. Two 
elders and myself were appointed to visit the province 
immediately. 

.The meetings of worship were interesting. Sev- 
eral young converts were present, and seemed to be 
very happy. The preaching was blessed to the awa-i 
kening of some, who never rested till they found sal- 
vation. The revival that had commenced in this town 
previous to the meeting, started anew ; and progress-, 
ed till one hundred or more, if I mistake not, were 
converted. Among these was Freeborn W. Straight,,* 
the young man whom I addressed a month before, 
when coming up out of the water afler baptism. 

I held meetings in North Penfield the week foUow- 
ing» and baptized one. Sabbath, Sept. 3, I preached 
jn Ontario, and the heavenly cloud seemed to be 
sprieojding. fast. The cries of the mourners, and the 
entreaties of the converts, that I should tarry and la- 
bour with them, made me almost regret having engag- 
ed to leave the town. But, believing duty called, I 
lefl them, praying that they might ^* seek the Lord 
till he come and rain righteousness upon" them. With 
solemn feelings, I turned ray coufrse toward Junius, 
and called on a young woman in Palmyra, that at- 
tended my school the winter previous* Having been 
sick several months, she had com^ to this plaqe to, 
receive medical ^aid, and had requested this visit, ex- 
pecting it would be the la|t. ^he observed to me^^ 
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" Mj physicians hare given xne over— in a few day^s 
I expect to die, and I have no hope in Christ! When 
I attended jour school, your exhortations often rea<^h-« 
ed my heart ; and though I felt their weight, and often 
wept for my sins, still the pride of my heart prevent 
ed me from submitting to the cross. Had I yielded 
to conviction, I might have had salvation. But now^ 
alas! it is too late! I think I have but a few days to 
spend in pain, and then I shall sink to everlasting 
misery!" I asked her, if she was willing to knee! 
while prayer should be made for her. She answered, 
" Yes;" and we bowed before the Lord. I enjoyed 
unusual freedom in prayer, and thought the Lord gavii 
me a witness that she should receive the pardon of 
her sins. In the mean time she began to weep, and 
her sorrow and cries seemed enough to touch thd 
hardest heart. She arose, and wept till her strength 
fttiled — the cold sweat stood on her face, and she be-* 
came still as though she were dead. We were alarm* 
ed, and for a moment feared the consequences. Soon; 
however, she revived, but shortly fell away again an 
before. Thus she apparently fainted five times ill 
quick succession. My faith that she would be con- 
verted was shaken, and I seriously feared that instead 
ihereof, she would die immediately. If I ever prayed 
to God, I did in this hour. And while we were look« 
ing in Jarful suspense, she revived again, and seeing 
her sister, she inquired, " Why do you look on me 8i» 
intently?" Her sister asked, if she did not know that 
the had fainted. She said, " I am wefl^where am 
I?" Being told she was where she had usually been, 
ahe could scarcely believe it, and said, *'Ineverwafl 
in a place so beautiful as this — every thing shined 
like gold." Addressing her sister, and other friends 
that stood around, she said: " How beautifiil you are? 
—I never loved you so before — O, how happy I am! 
I believe the Lord has forgiven me all my sinsl 
Blessed be his name." The next morning, she re^ 
inarked, ** Many a night have I spent weeping for fear 
0f the punishment that awaited me; but last night I 
could not sleep, because of the heavenly joy that filled 
my soul; for Uie goodness of the Lord appeared sa 



Wosd^liilt t^t I could but praise him all the night. ^' 
^fValking out, she exclaimed, '' O, how beautiful is the 
face of the earth, and every thing that meets my sights 
7bia appears like a new world!'' As I was about to 
l^ave, she said to me: '' Brother Marks, before you 
go to Canada, I wish to return to Junius, confess 
Christ before my associates, and be baptized. Then 
% can die in peace." 

On my arrival at Junius, I understood the- young 
woman hi^d been removed to her father's; and ths^ 
she scarcely waited to inquire after the health of her 
friends and associates, before she told them what 
great things the Lord had done for her soul. I attendr 
ed a meeting at her father's house, and immediately 
f^iler the sermon, she sat upon the bed side, supporte<{ 
by two . female friends, and in a solemn, impressive 
manner related her experience. She then requested 
Jtl^^ assembly to look on her feeble form, and take 
wafting: ** For," said she, " I feel it my duty to bo 
baptized tonnorrow, and in a few days I expect you 
will see this frame wrapped in a winding sheet, and 
lArill follow me to the grave. O remember what I. tel} 
you> and no longer neglect the Saviour." She exr 
liorted the wicked for some minutes, and her testimor 
{ly was like a sharp sword. Many in the asi|%inbly 
wj»pt, aad four young people came forward for prayer^. 
. On the day following, a meeting was appointed for 
|>apti^m a mile and a half from her father's. Two cir<^ 
eumstances made this a time of trembling to me. I 
}^ lived in this neighbourhood from the age of nine 
yeata, aipd had never baptized any in the place. And 
^^ides, the candidate was so feeble that she could 
fkoi sit up an hour without fainting, and some of the 
l](rethren thought it would endanger her life. Others 
yif%%%.o£ opinion^ that she would probably die in the 
performance of it. She would not, however, submit 
to their entreaties, but said, '' It is my duty to follow 
my Lord in baptism; and he will support me." I never 
realized more the need of divine assistance than on 
)his occasion; and I was much in fervent prayer till 
^be time came. The candidate was placed on pillows 
and blaokets in a chair^ and brought slowly to tho 
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meeting. Wken the ftrrived, many, oa seeing tier 
pale face bound with a white handkerchief, burst into 
tears. She was laid on the bed, and the exercises 
commenced. I felt all the solemnity while speaking 
to the people that I ever had on a ^neral occasiim; 
Nor did the assembly seem to be less impressed. 
Another young woman that had attended my schoof, 
and had also obtained a hope in Christ, now related he^ 
experience, and was received for baptism. Then the 
one that was sick stood up, supported by another fer 
male, and in a very solemn manner told how she had 
been convicted, how she had grieved the Spirit, and 
how Crod had forgiven all her sins. She spoke with 
much feeling of the happiness she now enjoyed, and ex^ 
horted her gay companions to leave their sins, and set 
out with her for a better world. We proceeded slowly 
to the water, the distance of a quarter of a mile, whiM 
many dropped their tears by the way. The sick can^ 
didate was seated in the chair, leaning backward to 
prevent her from fainting. Prayer was made to God 
to preserve her life, and strengthen her for the per-' 
formance of this duty. The young woman that iin^ 
related her experience was baptized, and came up out 
of the water rejoicing. The moment dreaded by many 
had now come; and I said, ** Sister Jane, wilt thou b^ 
baptized?*' With heavenly serenity, she answered-^ 
*' Yes" — arose, gave me her hand, and walked deKh* 
erately into the stream. When she was raised out of 
the water, not a feature had changed, except that her 
lace shone as though she had seen Grod. Now she 
was so happy that she seemed unwilling to leave the 
water. On being seated again, she received the right 
hand of fellowship, and a charge relative to the bap* 
tismal covenant. To these she emphatically added, 
**Amen,*' Many of the assembly were melted into 
tenderness, and I think wiH never Ibrget this scene. 
After she had changed her apparel and received food, 
she remarked, that she had not felt so well for a week 
before. From the hour of her baptism, she begairto 
amend, and in a lew weeks was entirely restored 
to health. For aught I know, she remains to this 
day, a lover and a witness of the grace of God. 0« 



tfM men would priuMi the Lord fer hin wonderful 
works. 

« At this time there appeared d good prospi^t of re-> 
vival in this vicinity. JBut I must leave to fulfil my 
engagements, though with feelings much as I had oit 
leaving Ontario. Fassiilg through Benton quarterly 
nieeting, I preached with several of the 9hurches. In 
a neighbourhood <^ Middlesex, some revival had just 
eammenced, and again I was earnestly entreated to 
tarry a few days. But continuing my journey I pro- 
ceeded to No. Nine in Canandaigua. As I entered 
the house of brother Theodorus Beehee, he said, 
y Bless the Lord; I am glad to see you: I believe 
God has sent you to this place." I sighed, knowing 
they would be disappointed on learning that I could 
iarry but one day. I attended a meeting, and the 
liord fastened c<M[lviction on the hearts of several. 
The next day, I went to Groveland and attended a 
ineetiDkg. My appointments had been given out om 
the way to Canada, but having two days leisure, I 
returned to Canandugua, a distance of thirty miles, 
and- preached from Rom. 6:S3: *' The ftages ofsmii 
4eam.'* This was a solenm, weeping time. Several 
were awdcened to seek the Lord, and afterward some 
dated their conviction from the reading of this text. 
£ight came forward for prayer, one of whom, a re- 
spectable young lady, cried as 6he arose, '* Chd 6d 
imwiiful to me a Hwner.^^ The prospect of a revival in 
this vicinity, together with the impression, that duty 
aailed me to stay and attend to the work, made me 
cegret having engaged lo go to Canada. But as the 
engagement was conditional, '* if the Lard will^" 1 
finally relinquished Uiy intention of visiting the prov^ 
ince, and concluded to go only as fkr as my appoint- 
ments extended, and then rbtum iiumedilitely. Pro- 
eeiidiiig west, I attended meetings in differ^it towns, 
till I came to Looluiort, one hundred milies. 

In this journey I caJled oh a btother at Batavia^ 
fiho told me, that there was a ^reat uproar among the 
people, — that the FreeMa8<MEid had kidnapped a man, 
pamed WilUam Morgan, of that town, who was pub- 
lishing the aeorets of Masonry i«Mhat, although grbat 
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efforts had been made to find him, it could not be fotfn'd 
how they had disposed of him — and it was feared he 
had been murdered. He further stated, that on the 
night previous to his being taken fVom Batavia, thi8 
printing office that Contained his disclosures reldtH^j 
to Masonry, was set on fire a little aflfer midnigfht, 
while ten persons were asleep in that building ani^ 
another adjoining it, and that, had it not been acci^ 
dentally discovered, those persons might have perish^ 
ed, and a considerable part of the village have beeil 
destroyed by the fire. And also, he said, that on the 
day after Morgan was seized, a mob of about sixty 
persons, who were mostly strangers, appeared at noon 
in Batavia, armed with clubs, and seized David C^ 
Miller, a mason, who was printing Morgan's disclo- 
sures — ^took him to Strafford, and thence to Le Roy*, 
where he was rescued by his friends from Batavim 
He said it had been understood that the masons haA 
determined Morgan's disclosures should be suppress- 
ed; and that the printing office was guarded with 
cannon and small arms, and the people generally ill 
readiness, expecting every hour to be called to action 
in defence of their townsman. 

These things were new to me, and it seemed unac*- 
countable, that two weeks could have passed since the 
commencfement of these outrages, and the people geih- 
erally in the towns fifteen miles distant have heard no- 
thing of it. Still I had a favourable opinion of Free- 
Masonry , and thought it very strange that so large a 
number of masons could have been found to engage 
in such outrages. But from the account that masons 
had given of the principles of their institution, I sup- 
posed the fraternity would remove this stain upon 
their order, by expelling those who had been gUilty 
of such crimes, and would use every effort to bring 
them to justice. As I passed from place to place, I 
related some particulars of these outrages,* without 
the least idea of ofifending the masons. But, to 
my astonishment, I found that the relation of these 
facts generally displeased them; and I was several 
times told, with angry looks, if I knew what was fbr 
iny good, I would mind my own business, and let 
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(th«0e tbiiigs alone. I ccmTersed with many masons 
^iiout these occurrences, and they generally affected 
to believe it was all a speculation, and that Morgan 
bad run away to make sale for his book. They inti- 
mated that Morgan had not revealed the secrets of 
Masonry — and many who were generally thought to 
|»e good men, said if he had disclosed the secrets of 
Masonry, *' He wj^ht to die^'^ and " no death would 
be too bad for him." One man who was a professor 
of religion told me, if Morgan had revealed the se- 
crets of the order, he ^' could net him gibbeted in good 
conscience.* * 

I now met with one of my greatest trials-^several 
of my brethren whom I highly esteemed were ma- 
sons — ^yet unnumbered circumstances compelled me 
to believe, that Masonry approved of these outrages, 
an4 that the fraternity were combined to protect the 
criminals — ^to close the press against these facts — 
and to keep them as secret as possible. 

On my return to Canandaigua, I learned that one 
of the mourners had found peace. . I remained in this 
towu for a time, preached daily, attended conference 
meetings, and visited and prayed from house to house* 
In almost every meeting, there were some new in- 
•atances of conviction, or of conversion and confession 
of Christ. Brother Beebe, his companion, and one 
or two others, had lived almost alone for some years, 
often meeting together and praying the Lord to visit 
this people. They now saw the desire of their hearts, 
and rejoiced that sinners were turning to God. I en- 
joyed the privilege of baptizing, two on the 12th of 
Nov., three on the 19th, and one on the 1st of Dec. 
These seasons were interesting and solemn to many. 

Dec.l, 18S6, brother James Bignall, a preacher 
of the Free- Will Baptist connexion, attended a meet- 
.ing with us. Six related their experience, and pro- 
iessed a determination to follow Christ as their only 
Beady to search the holy scriptures, and to obey 
them as their only visible law of faith and practice. 
• Tbase were acknowledged a church of God, and as 
such received the right hand of fellowship. They 
isolenmly covenanted.with each other to keep the per<- 
20 
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feet lav, aecordmg to the graee given them, «fij 
maintain gospel order and fellowship, agreeably t<^ 
the scriptures. ' 

The reformation continued, we enjoyed heavenly 
seasons, and were often refreshed fro^ the presefie<^ 
ef the Lord. While we were thtis favoured, die en- 
emies of the cross,^ by cruel slanders, tried to briB|f 
the subjects of the reformation into contempt and dis^ 
grace. Yet the testimonies of scripture, that '^ all 
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suflbr persecu-* 
tion," and that *' it is enough that the disciple be aa 
his Master," reconciled us to our lot, and made eveft 
the converts rejoice, that they were counted worthy 
to '' sufier for Christ's sake." On the nth of Bee. 
I baptised two, and on the 34th, three. Four of 
these were added to the church. The little band w«i 
well engaged j and in our monthly- meetings we had 
precious seasons. ,1 was received in the family of 
brother Theodorus Beebe, and treated with • greail 
kindness. Brother Beebe kindly invited me to make 
his house my home, as long as I pleased, if it wer«» 
for life. I have many times thanked the Lord fof 
this home. 

During the revival. I frequenHy preached in otheiP 
towns, and some of the meetings were blessed of Ifa^e 
!Lord. In the early part of January, 1827, I made a 
journey eastward as far as Utica, and held fneet^ 
itigs with several churches of the Free Communiofi 
Baptists. This denomination is distinct from the 
Free- Will Baptists. The principal difference is, thai 
many of the Free Commwiion Baptists believe in what 
is called the ^' final perseverance of the saints*"- It is 
thought, however, that more than one half of the de^- 
nomination exactly agree with the Free- Will Baptists. 
Another .difference is, they have -a small number of 
«N!^cZe«, abstract from the scriptures. Their ohurchee 
are situated mostly in New-York, and principally 
within one hundred miles west of Albany. Theiv ex- 
act number I cannot state; but probably they had^iii 
IB27, about forty churches and three thousand mem- 
bers. Not far from this time, their annual confet** 
ence was divided- into two, called the Northern, and 
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t^ttthern conferei^ces. The great western turnpike 
19 tke dividing line between them. I am of opinion, 
that, if the Free Comoiunion Baptists, and the Free* 
Will Baptists, should become acquainted with each 
ether, they might become one people. 

In general, they received me as a servant of the 
Xiord. In one town, however, there was an excep- 
twa. On a Sabbath that was appointed for commun- 
ion, I attended their meeting, and was introduced to 
the preacher. He invited me into the pulpit, and 
idler his sermon, asked me to conclude by prayer. 
Then, leaving me in the desk, he prepared the table, 
and invited all that had a-good standing in any Christ 
tian denomination to come forward and partake. Ac- 
cordingly I desired the privilege, and offered to show 
my letters. The elder replied, ** We do not wish to 
Q^amine them; we do not doubt that your standing in 
good in the Fret" Will Baptist denomination. But we 
have not as yet recognized th6 Free-'Will Baptists as a 
Christian c^notnination. " I understood that a Uni- 
tarian preacher had been among them^ falsely calling 
himself a Free-Will Baptist, and by this means had 
occasioned a division in the church. On this account 
they seemed to be afraid of the Free-Will Baptists. 
^Her the communion I obtained leave to epeak, and 
inade a few remarks on the inconsistency of profess- 
ing to commune with all Christians, and then barring 
one, because they had not recognized a certain peo- 
ple as a denomination of Christians. When I had 
^spoken two or three minutes, the brethren began to 
^o out, and I ceased speaking. No one conducted 
.me to his house, so I tarried a little while at the 
place of worship alone. But reflecting, that once, 
my Lord had ''not where to lay his head,*' I was 
comforted; and leaving the town, I passed a few miles 
jup the Mohawk river, and called on a family that did 
not profess religion: they entertained me freely and 
invited me to hold a meeting. I consented and en- 
joyed a good time. 

On the evening of Jan. 22, I spoke to a crowded 
assembly in Fabius, and the Spirit of the Lord seem- 
ed to move on the people. A Free-Will Baptist 
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eharch had lately been gathered in the place, and 
they were enjoying a good season. Four converts, 
having been received as candidates, they requested 
me to baptize them. As I had an appointment the 
day following at Spafford, I attended a meeting the 
next morning at sunrise. A considerable number 
was present, and, unexpectedly, two others related 
their experience and desired to be baptized. One of 
these was a little girl ; but her friends, though satis* 
fied she had been converted, were unwilling she 
should be baptized, because she was but eight years 
of age. The snow was nearly three feet deep, and 
a tedious storm made it very unpleasant; however, 
we broke a path nearly a quarter of a mile, to a pond, 
where the ice had been cut for the occasion. After 
five were baptized, the little girl before named, turn- 
ed to her father, and bursting into tears, said, ** O, 
papa, do let me be baptized.*' He asked me if I 
thought it would be right; I replied, * yes,' and he 
consented. Her tears dried up, a heavenly smile sat 
upon her countenance, and while she went forward 
in obedience to the command of Him who said, **S«f- 
fer little children to come unto me and forbid them 
not," her little heart seemed filled with joy. 

I proceeded toward Spafford, and not having a 
change of apparel with me, I rode all day with my 
clothes frozen, but took no cold. Night overtook me 
-when I was within three miles of my appointment, 
-and the road was filled with drifls,^ so that I was 
obliged to crawl on the snow. With difficulty I got 
along thus for nearly a mile ; and on reaching the 
place found a crowded assembly. As I was much fa- 
tigued, I thought I should not speak over half an 
hour; but the Lord enabled me to speak an hour and 
a half with considerable freedom. I next went to 
Canandaigua, and enjoyed some good seasons with 
the converts, who were much engaged. 

In Feb. 1827, I held meetings in Ontario, Penfield, 
Perinton, Macedon, Canandaigua, Gh-oveland, Clark- 
son, Parma, Sodus, Lyons, Junius, Benton, Milo, Boj*- 
rington, Jerusalem, and Middlesex. In some of these 
places, I enjoyed the witness that my labour was no\ 
in vain in the Lord. 
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. I Spent a considerable part of Marob ia Canan^ 
daigua, and th« Lord favoured us with some refresh- 
ings from his presence. Tlie number of converts in- 
c,reased to thirty or thirty-five. Several of these 
joined the Calvinistic Baptist^. About this time I 
took a dismission from the church in Junius, and be- 
came a member of the church at Canandaigua. In 
the latter part of the month, I visited and preached in 
several other towns. 

Sabbath, April 1, was a pleasant day, Again the 
beauties of spring began to appear, and the forest 
songsters to praise their Creator. Early in the morn- 
ing, J visited a young woman that had been sick four 
years. Tjll within a few days s}ie had had no hope 
in the Saviour to support her s^mid distress. But 
iiow she was resigned in ^expectation of certain death. 
I preached in Optario from Isa. 27:13: **And it shall 
come to pass in thqjt d^y, that the great trumpet shall 
%e blown^ and tl^ey shajl corpe which were ready to 
perish." I also spgke to |i solpni^n assembly in Per- 
inton. A young xiq^n ^ppk;e for tl^e first time and 
professed that he had fojind the one thing needful. 

/The next day, I attended a debate, that was appoint- 
'<ed to be held between a Calvipistic Baptist and a 
Universalist; but the former being unwell, he desired 
me to take a part in the discus^iop. | complied, and 
ciijoyed much peace of mind and freedom in speak- 
i)ig. Afterward^ I understood that ^pveral were at 
this time convinced that such as ^\e ia tWir sins, 
shall ** be driver^ away In their loickedn^s,^* 

I next went to ^^ttica, a distance of seventy iiaile?, 
3^nd enjoyed an interestipj meeting; thence jk) Pitts-, 
ford, -and tarried with a young man that bad been a 
licensed preacl^er. iBut i^pw he w^s fallen into a 
«tate of skepticism, and pro&^ed atheistical princi- 
ples. I conversed with him ; his mind appeared to 
be confused and gloomy, and frpm his conversation, 
I concluded that he had fallen into this ^tate, by neg- 
lecting to watch and pray, and by trying to ** find out 
God to perfection." On Saturday, I went to C^an- 
«laigua c^nd attended the monthly meeting. Our souls 
i^rere madp happy. A young woman that had b§e}\ 
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lately converted, related her experience for baptisniy. 
and was received by the church. A female speaker 
of the Reformed Methodists also requested baptism. 
On the Sabbath the assembly was large, and afler 
baptizing the two candidates, I broke bread to the 
church. Some mourners retired from these scenes, 
heavy laden with their sins. 

Monday, April 9, I left Canandaigua for Pennsyl- 
vania, having 9, line of appoiniments previously given 
out. In consequence of breaking my carriage, I did not 
reach the first till the congregation had dispersed. I 
met assemblies the three days following, at Flint: 
creek in Middlesex, at Jerusalem, Milo, and Barrings- 
ton. In the last meeting I had a dark and trying; 
time. On Friday, I attended monthly meeting with- 
the church in Jersey, and in the evening preached to- 
an attentive assembly These were seasons of re* 
freshing. From Jersey, I went to Catlin, a distance 
of twelve miles, through the worst road by far that I 
had ever travelled with a carriage. On the Sabbath, 
I spoke two hours to an assembly with much free- 
dom. Seven covenanted to seek the Lord, and some 
of them were soon after hopefully converted. In the 
evening I preached on * West hill:' many attended, 
and the Lord met with us. Next morning, proceed- 
ing on my journey, I attended a meeting in Post 
town, passed through Painted Post, to Tioga river, 
in Pennsylvania, and held another meeting. Here 
the Lord gave me great liberty; blessed be his 
name. I also went to Delmar, held two meetings, and 
baptized one. After the baptism, several prayed, 
some cried for mercy, and two backsliders promised 
to return. I enjoyed a solemn meeting east of Wells- 
borough, and on Friday, April 20, went on my way 
toward Troy, Penn. I passed this day in much re- 
flection and self-examination, and felt a great sense^ 
of my poverty, and a great desire for more of the 
mind that was in Christ Jesus. I had preached much* 
to others, andfejeling in a state to be profited by hear- 
ing the plain triuth of God, I began preachitig' to my- 
self, from Rom. 2:21; I never felt so much convict-* 
ed under any ser^ion i^ my life^ and for miles» whtlei. 
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travefUing in the woodd alone, I wept for my unwor* 
thiness. At length I fell on taj face, and solemnly 
covenanted to dedicate myself more fully unto God. 
At a late hour I reached Troy, and spoke with much 
freedom to a waiting congregation. 1 had a pleasant 
interview with Elder Asa J>odge. Religion w&s his 
Whole theme. On the day following we proceeded 
together to Smithfield, and arrived at the house of 
brother Newman, wet and cold, and were received 
very affectionately. 

Sabbath, April 22, I preached in this town: some 
appeared affected, others inflexibly hard. Early 
next morning, the neighbourhood was alarmed by the 
burning of a house and barn. I understood that the 
father of the young men who owned the buildings, set 
fire to them, and thus destroyed one thousand or fif- 
teen hundred dollars merely out of revenge. But 
alas! sin will cause greater destruction than this! On 
this day I rode thirty miles, and met an assembly in 
Owego. Elder Colby passed through this town sev- 
enteen years previous, and in his journal he writes of 
the place thus: ** On leaving Tioga, I went downtp 
Owego expecting to preach somewhere in the village 
that day; but they would not receive me. Of this 
village, I can speak nothing favourable as to their 
religion or piety. I was credibly informed that there 
was not one Christian in the place, although it was a 
considerable village." But it had now three good 
meeting-houses, and many Christians; and I under-, 
stood that within the last ten days, fort^y persons had 
obtained a hope in Christ. Thus the^ wilderness be- 
-comes a fruitful field. During this week, I preached* 
at Apalachian and Owego creeks, in Candor, Dryden, 
and Ithica. In, all these places I enjoyed good free^*. 
dom. In Ithica, nearly one hundred professed Chris-, 
tians were present. They appearedvery plain, and very< 
humble. When I preached; ia this place a year pre-, 
vious, little attention, was givea to religion. Since> 
that time, it wa^ calculated that one thousand' had: bee a 
converted in the town- Five hundred had united* with, 
the Methodists, three hundred with. the Presbyterians, 
and two hundred witH other denomination?, I wasi 
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told, that in this reformatioo, judges, doctors, lawyerfj 
merchants, &c. fell on their knees in the broad aisles^ 
amid popular congregations, and prayed to Qod foi^ 
mercy, 

Sunday, April 29, I attended a Baptist meeting 
between Cayuga and Seneca lakes, but n,o liberty 
was given for any to sp^ak except the ipjnister. Feel- 
ing the Spirit of the Lord upon me, I r-equested lib-: 
erty ; but jione being granted, I began, after the people 
went out, to address them on the green ; then, being 
desired to go into the meetiug-house, we returned, and 
the Lord eo^bled me to speak with much freedom. 
Many in th^ assembly wept. After this, I went to 
Ovid, an4 finding an assembly just gathered, d,esired 
the privilege of speaking to the people, which wasi 
granted. The Spirit of the Lord attended the word 
to the hearts of many, and several came forward for 
prayer. In the early part of May, I attended two 
meetings in Camillus, two in SpafTord, and a two-daya 
meeting in Fabius. At the latter. Elders Aldrich, 
Craw, and Darling were present. The. church ap- 
peared well engaged, and the opportunity was believ-; 
led to be profitable. May 7, 1827, the ground was 
covered with snow. I rpade. several vij^its, and the 
day following preached in Woodstock. The power 
of God was in th? assembly, £ind fifteeu o^ twentj 
manifested their desire Xo fi^d Jesus. Next, I me^ 
an a,ppointment in IJaton, and hacl ^ solemn interview- 
with Elder J. Shaw and family. One of his dauglir 
ters had just excha,nged worlds rejoicing in the. Lord. 
Her friends told me, she had often spoken of this 
meeting, and expected to attend it. But ^'majnknowr 
eth not his time." Elder S. accompanied me to Log- 
City, where I had an appointment: I understood the 
minister refused to publish it. Sever^l,^ howe^ver, at- 
tended, and to ^ome, I think it wiis not ^ useless tinie. 
Elder S. also accompanied me to Hamilton, whe^ e I 
had an appointment ^n the B£i,ptiat meeting-house. A 
considerable assembly attended. Finding, njiyself in 
an elegant house, and having for my hearers several 
students from the seminary, and many ol the popular 
plass, I ^as at first sooic embarrassed ; but falling on 
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tny kne^s, I cried to the Lord for aasistance — he 
heard me, and so filled me with his spirit, that it ap- 
peared to me, the people were but ** as grasshoppers** 
before God, and my fears of them were taken away. 
Some wept, and others shouted. 

Friday and Saturday, May 1 1 and 12, I held four 
meetings in Brookiield aiid Plainfield, and on the 
.'Sabbath met an assembly in Winfield. In the latter 
))lace, I spoke pointedly on the necessity of Chris- 
tians being separate from the world. A popular 
preacher of the Seventh Day Baptists addressed the 
assembly, and told thera they had heard the truth. 
The next day, after going north to Bridgewater, I tar- 
ried a few hours, to witness the trial of several that 
had just been taken for passing counterfeit money. 
While I observed their joy and vanity at the genius 
displayed by their counsel, on whom they seemed to 
look as their only friend, I thought, alasf poor crea- 
tures, unless you repent, who will brighten your 
countenances in the judgment! who will plead your 
cause in that last great day of trial! Then you will 
be speechless — then you will receive an irrevocable 
sentence. And, alas! this will be the fate, not only 
of counterfeiters, but of all who live in sin. Contin- 
!uing my course north, I held two meetings in Rome. 
One was a weeping time. A young woman came for''- 
ward trembling, kneeled for prayer, and promised to 
aeek the Lord. 

In Taburg I attended a meeting, but enjoying no 
liberty, fbll again into trials, and, immediately after 
meeting, retired to a river side at the foot of a hill-r- 
made a covenant with God — and "setup a stone*' for 
a witness. It*« pleased the Lord to lift upon me the 
light of his countenance, and I went on my way re- 
joicing. . I preached in Trenton; and on Sabbathj^ 
May 20, met an appointment at the meeting-house in 
JRuiisia, and spoke from I' Tim. 2:4: ** Who will have 
all men to be saved," &c. I endeavoured to answer 
the principal arguments usually brought against the 
doctrine of free salvation, and to enforce the obliga-* 
tion of repentance and faith. The Lord aocompanied 
^^he word by his Spirit. Blessed be his name. After 
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I lefi the meetrng, a collection of five dollars wa« 
brought to me. Bemg requested, I visited a young 
woman who was very sick, and much concerned foe 
her soul. She said to me, *' My great desire is to be 
prepared to meet God. If this might be, I should no^ 
wish to live another day." Thus it is, when they 
come to the gate of death, with almost s^ll that liv« 
in sin; still they will not repent, while they are ut 
health, and while they may. Sabbath aflernoon, I 
spoke to a crowded assembly in Middleville. I re* 
turned to Russia, and preached again at the mee^ing^ 
house with unusual freedom, and many testimonies 
were given in quick succession. One evening, afler 
I had preached, about twenty young converts came ta 
my lodging, and sung and prayed till midnight. A 
young man present, said, that he had trusted in the 
doctrine of decrees, but the Sabbath before, his refuge 
.was swept away, and since that time he had been much 
concerned for his soul. Afler midnight, he began to 
cry for mercy. I was called up to pray fpr him, and 
|)efore morning he professed to .find peace. 

Saturday, May 26, I attended the monthly meeting 
of the Free Communion Baptist church in Bussia. 
.One hundred professors witnessed for Grod. Blder 
Corps, a preacher of their connexion, though mneiy 
two years of age, was present, and exhorted hisbrethr 
fen to faithfulness. About a year before this time^ a- 

freat revival commenced under the labours of Susai]i. 
lumes, and pj*ogressed, as I understood, till about 
three hundred professed to pass from death unto life. 
Most of the converts joined the Free Communion 
Baptists. The people wer^ much attached tq sister 
Humes, and viewed her as a (jhosen vessel, On ih^ 
Sabbath I met with them again. Puring the following 
week I visited several towns at the south, and enjoyed 
happy seasons in preaching the Lord Jesus. 

In June, after holding a meeting in Fabius and 
baptizing one, I returned to the western part of New*' 
York, visited about twenty towns, and attended about 
thirty meetings with usual freedom. July 2, I met 
iwo assemblies in Benton and Milo, and baptized on^ 
in each town. Some reformation had lately been en*- 
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;)6yed in both these places. On the 7th, I attended 
monthly meeeting in Canandaigua ; on the 8th, preach- 
%^ to the people and baptized two, who were added to 
the church. I spent the remainder of July, preaching 
ib Sodus, Lyons, Junius, in several towns east of Can- 
SEudaigua, and in several churches within the limits 
56f the Owego quarterly meeting. In these meetings 
*ev^ral were awakened. * O, may their awakening 
tsernlinate in conversion.' 

In August, I attended a session of the Benton 
quarterly meeting, iii Gatlin. The preaching wa^ 
blessed to the joy of many. I also met assemblies itl 
different towns till I came to Canandaigua. Here I 
preached a few times, then visited several churched 
6f the Bethany quarterly meeting, and found theni 
generally prospering. 

Friday, Aug. 24, 1827, 1 attended the seventh se^ 
irton of the Holland Purchase yearly meeting, held at 
Bethany. SeveTal important subjects were consider-* 
^ti with much union. Among these was Free Ma- 
«onry. It appeared that great dissatisfaction had 
^BUtsen on this subject, and was rapidly increasing; 
lihd the testimony of masdns, who were daily seced^ 
ing, publicly declared the oaths, ceremonies, and 
principles of the order, to be such as must strike thd 
jbelings of every Christian with dread and horrour. 
Their testimony was confirmed by a thousand circum* 
stances connected with the abduction of William 
Morgan, which had come, and were daily coming be* 
fore* the public. These things caused many of the 
lyrethren great pain, especially when they reflected 
that several in the connexion, who were much esteem- 
ed, were bound by oath to the institution. Those 
fikrenchers and bi'ethren present, that belonged to that 
society, retired by themselves, to ascertain how fair 
they could concede to those who were tried on ac- 
count of theif connection with Masonry. They re- 
ported that they would have no connection with the 
institution, and would not attend their meetings, ex- 
cept in cases when " tkey were summoned:^* that in 
thii case they could noi agree not to attend — ^their ob'-^ 
ligation was of Bud a nature, that in this thing, the/ 
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were bound in comcience to have their liberty* it 
was thought the br-ethren, generally, who were mast 
«ons would concede to this position, and it appear^ 
to be satisfactory to the yearly meeting. On &«(«• 
iirday at an early hour worship commenced in rS 
^rove. The assembly was large, attentive, ands^ii- 
emn. On the Sabbath, three sermons and several 
exhortations were given. The blessing of the Lerd 
rested upon us. In the evening, meetings were at«- 
tended in different places, and some of them were in^- 
teresting. In the Elders' Conference on Monday^ 
we understood that the elders appointed to visit the 
church in Upper Canada, gathered another cbarch 
in that province. My appointment to visit Canada 
was renewed, and brother F. W. Straight, who had 
lately received a letter of commendation from th« 
church in Ontaflo, was appointed to accompany me* 

On Tuesday evening, I attended an interestkqi 
meeting in Castile, and on coming out of the house-i 
observed the northern lights to be more lumino«9 
than I had ever before seen them. They rose ia 
bright columns nearly over our heads with majestic 
grandeur. I reniembered reading that the northern 
lights were never seen till the year 1716. I felt very 
solemn, and reflected on the prophecy named in Acts 
S:19, 20: ^^And I will skew wonders in heaven ahove^ 
and signs in the earth beneatii; blood, and fire, and va^ 
pour of smoke: — b^ore thai great and notmle day ofihs 
Lard come,^' About the time we arrived at our lodg- 
ings, a bright column arose in the east, and extended 
over our heads nearly to the western horizon* Thif 
edges were smooth as a ribbon, the colour was like 
fire, and its form was like the rainbow. There were 
no clouds, and the light of this column, with these im 
the north, illuminated the earth -nearly or- quite* as 
much as the light of the moon in a clear night. I 
thought much of the last day, and queried,^ i£my 
Lord should now come, am I prepared to meet him?' { 
felt great composure, and thought if Jesus should 
then descend, and the trumpet be blown, my heart 
would say, " .^men. Even no, come , Lord Jesns,^' 
Portly afler this, I visited a family thfit did not be- 



lieve in a dtiy *^ of jfMlg^ent to c<Hne;" biit on this 
ocoaston, I was informed, tkty awoke, and seeing 
kbe iight, thought the judgikent day had come; ana 
«K»me .of' them walked their chamber and wept bitter- 
ly^, wringing th«ir hands for anguish. Yet when the 
•tight began to lessen, their tears dried up, and prob- 
ably they said in their -hearts, ^^ My Lord delmjeih his 

i$pmin^." But to them, alas! 

• 

'." That awful da^ will come, 
The appointed hour makes Haste.'* 

• Leaving Castile, we held meetings i^ Leicester^ 
Geiieseo, Canandaigu^, Ontario, Penfield, Perinton, 
^Williamson, and Sodus, and enjoyed some profitable 
Masons, in the lat'ter tOM^n, Zion mourned because 
of the walk of some whto professed to be Christ's dis^ 
bif^es; yet the Lord met with us. We next^went to 
Junitis, and, unexpectedly, I saw my elder brother 
iiwbo- had just returned from Michigan. We attended 
:iwo or three meetings in Junius, the Ontario quar- 
terly meeting at Galen, and several meetings ' in Je^ 
rusalem, Middlesex, and Canandaigua. 



CHAPTER XVL 

> 

^My first j6umey to London DisPrict in Upper Canadu, 

Sept. 26, 1827, we commenced our journey to Up* 
per Canada, preaching by the way till we arrived at 
RoyaHon. A little company of saints had been gath- 
JBred in this place by £lder Crapsey, and organized 
Into a church. We attended their monthly meeting, 
and on the Sabbath, Oct. 7, preached with them; 
then the Lord's Supper aiid washing feet were at- 
tended to. Sabbath evoning, we heard a Presbyte- 
Yian preach an aw&kening discourse at Lockport; 
the next day, crossed the Niagara river at tewiston, 
and proceeded to Landy's Lane. It was v^ry rainy, 
night came on, and with difficulty we couM keep the 
toad; so we called en etrangers at a ^vate house, 
21 
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and were kiadlj received* Soon tkef vecogaiKeAa^ 
countenance, having heard me preach in this vicinity 
iive years previous. Continuing our joumej, vte 
passed through HamiUon and Ancaster, beautifuJ 
villages, situated near the head of lake. Ontario^ aod 
through Brandford to Oxford. At Oxford, our c«r<r. 
riage failed through the dishonesty of a smith that 
repaired it at Hamilton, and besides sitffering a lo#9 
of six or seven dollars, our lives were greatly endaur 
gered. How often is the stranger imposed uponl-^bul 
God will bring all these things into judgment. In 
about two hours, we succeeded in getting repairs 
made that would a^nswer for ,the present; andaHer 
proceeding a few miles, entered a seven mile woo4* 
The road was rough and mnddy; we got through 
about dark, and calling at a house, were told that it 
was two miles to an inn, and a very good road, exce$^ 
a quarter of a mile through a wood. We went qa, 
' passed over broken log hridges, and through deep 
mud. It soon hbcame so dark that we could not disr 
cerii our hand biefore us. And when eoniideat that 
we had gone a mile, and nothing yet appearing, biiit 
a thick forest, we feared that we had missed our way, 
and mighi, have to take our lodging in the retreat' of 
the wild, beasts. If disposed to return, the way 
seemed impassible ; so, proceeding about half a mile 
further, we saw the light of a dwelling which we 
found to be an inn> and were glad. They freefy 
^ave us entertainment. And the next day, Saturday, 
Oct. 13, we passed through Westminster, crossed the 
river Thames to London, and proceeded ten miles in 
a rough, miry road to the north pant of the towA. 
JHere was the residence of brother Thomas Huckiw. 
On our arriv^, he and nearly all the neighbourhQod 
were assembled in monthly meeting. A little bey 
^ piloted me through the wood to the meeting about the 
^ time the people were beginning to disperse.* They 
were expecting us, and as soon as they saw me, they 
returned, and I heard a shout of joy, and the votoe 
of thanksgiving. This touched my heart — I thought, 
' how many are weary of hearing the word; but with 
what gladness do these brethren receive a servant of 



lh« L^rd!* When I entered, the house was full of 
pedple, nearly all of whom shook hands wi^h me, and 
Several wept. After praying with them, I returned 
with brother Huckins. He was the only preacher of 
the connexion then residing in Upper Canada, and 
they had not been visited by one of ovr preachers for 
iiearly a year. A reformation had commenced among 
them; three had been converted, and three or four 
"Were seeking the Lord. In the evening many came 
to our lodging, and though we were m\;ch fatigued, 
they would not be satisfied, nor separate, till they had 
heard an exhortation. \ 

Sabbath, Oct. 14, 1 preached lyith them, and enjoy- 
ed a good degree of the Spirit. The dear brethrefi 
brought in their ** tithes and offerings," and scAne were 
Awakened to seek the Saviour, We enjoyed a good 
■meeting in the evening, and a few mourners came 
forward for prayer. I pre$teh<$d the next day at one 
o'clock, P. M. The power of the Lord was present, 
«nd two or three spoke for the first. time. On the ^ 
^ay foHowing, I held a meeting with brother Huckins 
at a dwelliiig-house in another neighbourhood. The 
mah of the house and his wife were members of the 
Methodist church: they told us, that from a late e^^- 
iimination of the scriptures, they were cotivinced that 
Vheir infant baptism was not authorized by God, and 
that now they believed it their duty to be baptized. 
On the same day I returned to brother ' Huckins's, 
spoke to a considerable assembly, and seven cove* 
hanted to flee from the wrath to come. Wednesday 
evening, brother Straight preached, and the day af- 
ter, I held another meeting. On Friday, I was call- 
fed to visit a family just bereaved of an only son, three 
years of age. He was suddenly kiHed by a pole, 
which rolled from a log fence. The parents and oth- 
fers wept exceedingly, and while I addressed them, 
they seemed scarcely able to restrain their cries, 
^he father said, he considered it a loud call to him 
to be also ready, and that he was resolved to obey it. 
I attended the funeral: it was truly a time of weep- 
ing and mourning. When the attendants began 
^o put the child into the cofiin, the mother for a long 
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time ecHdd not be persuaded to commit ber son to tis» 

*' narrow house/' She cried, **0! my son, you were 
pleasant/' This, scene made erery spectator feel 
and sympathize. 

On Saturday and Sabbath, we held meetings at the 
house of brother Huckins. Six related their expe- 
rience, were baptized, and added to the church. All 
the exereises were blessed by the presence of the 
Lord. Sabbath evening, many spoke of the dealings 
of God with them, and. several of the mourners scad 
they were resolved t,o seek the Lord till death, wheth- 
er they found peace or not. 

Monday, Oct. 22, I left brother Straight in Lon- 
don, and preached in Westminster: two came forward 
for prayer. The next d$iy, I held a meeting four 
miles south of the Thames, and in the evening preached 
in Southwold* The latter meeting was very solemn. 
One cried for mercy, and another promised to. kneel 
and pray for a season. On Wednesday I met aQ 
assembly near Dunwich, the town where the other 
church was situated that we had come to visit. Sev-* 
oral of the brethren were at the meeting, and received 
me very affectionately. After speaking more than 
an hour, on leas than half the propositions of my text^ 
and finding that my strength failed, I appointed a 
meeting for the next day to finish my sernMn. The 
Lord gave me great liberty, and many wept. In the 
evening I attended another meeting, but had rather a 
dull time. On Friday I preached on Back, street^ 
from Ezekiel 33:11: " Turn ye, turn ye, from yons- 
«vil ways; for why will ye die?" I think that I: nev- 
er enjoyed greater liberty than on this occasion. Mj 
mouth was filled with arguments, showing the sinnsir 
his evil ways, and urging unanswerable reasons why 
he should turn and live. The solemn weight of etnrr 
nal things seemed to rest on the assembly, and I 
think several were almost, if not altogether, persuadi*^ 
cd to be Christians. Next morning, several came to 
the house where I tarried, and we enjoyed a meltings 
happy season in prayer. Four entered into an en« 
^agement to seek the Lord. In the afternoon^ I ath 
tejided a monthly ^^eeting of the Calvinistio Baptimlt 
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-^diuroli. A free, heavenly spirit reigned, and our 

' kearts were comforted together. In the evening, the 

» Free-WiU Baptist church asseml)led for covenant 
meeting. It consisted of twenty memhers, of whom 

> thirteen were present, and confessed their covenant 
with Grod and his people; and though they also had ' 

•been destitute of preaching nearly a year, they were 
well united. Several of the Calvinistic Baptists and 

: their minister were present, and spoke in the Spirit. 
Such unity prevailed in the meeting, that though ma- 
ny of difierent denominations took an active part, a 
stranger could discover po diif^^rence in their testi- 
mony. 

Sahbath, Oct. 28, I spoke two hours and twenty 
nimutes in Dunwich with unusual freedom, and in the 
evening preached again to a crowded and solemn au- 

. dience. Several manifested a desire to become re- 
conciled to God. The next diiy I held two meetings: 
the latter was in the east part of So^thwold, and a 
most solemn and powerful time. Nearly the whole 
assembly came forward for prayer. Op the day fol- 
lowing, I faced a tedious sitorm ten or ^welve miles 
to an appointment in Westminster. Only one person 
attended; I prayed with him, then went tathe river 
Thames and attended a meeting, but h^d a dark, try- 
ing time. Still I believed that trials wovld work for 
my good. 

On Wednesday, I returned to London and preach- 
ed in the evening. Nearly the whole assembly con- 
fessed Christy one of whom found comfort during my 
absence. The next day i attended a me^tipg with 
brother S. utihe |ipuse of Mr. ShoflT: He spoke as a 
penitent mourner, luiid teveral ^ers said th^y were 
resolved to aUen4 immediately to the duty they owed 
their Maker. Friday^ I preached to a, few v% the east 
part of the town, all of whom ai;ose for prayer. I 
held a meeting the day followiipg in the vicinity of the 
revival, ^nd one, Qn relating her experience, ^aa re- 
petved for bapitsm. 

Si^nday, Nov. 4, IdStf. This day concktdes twen- 
tj^-two years of my Hie. | have endeavoured to re-. 
I«rn huiobW th^nka to my jhteavenlr Fijitber for p^ 



246 A RSLIGIOUS NARRATITV. 

mercies, and firmly to resolve that my dedicafion to ' 
Him shall be entire, that I will strive for victory over : 
all sin. All the particulars of this resolution I have 
written this day ; and promised, before the Lord-^ to 
read them daily for at least one month. At tetl' 
o'clock I preached at the house of brother Huckins. 
Three related their experience, and with the one be- 
fore received, were baptized. In the afternoon we *' 
came to the table of the Lord, and sat together in a 
heavenly place in Christ. The day following, we »• 
held another meeting, and nearly all spoke of the 
goodness of the Lord. On Tuesday, I preached two 
or three miles east of the revival, to about forty, whor 
covenanted to seek and serve God ; but some, I fear- 
ed, did not realize their obligation, others appeared 
to be truly penitent. Wednesday, Nov. 7, I preach- 
ed a farewell discourse from 2 Cor. IS: 11: '^Finalltf^ 
brethren y farewell. Be perfect, be of good comfort, be of ' 
one mind, live in peace; and the God of love ^ and peace 
shall be with you."*' This was a barren meeting to me, 
though nearly all the assembly witnessed for God, 
and some for the first time. After the exercises 
closed, three professed to have found Christ, and 
two of them requested to be baptized before I went 
away. As I had made appointments at Dunwich, not 
expecting to return to London, I had not now time to 
baptize; so I concluded to meet my engagements, and 
then return. ' 

Thursday, I preached in Westminster, from Acts 
17:18: *' What will this babbler say?'' I spoke first 
of God; secondly, of revelation, — then of the creation 
of man in innocence — his fall by transgression — ^his 
redemption by Christ — regeneration and the new 
kingdom, or church of Christ — the rules and ordinan^ 
ces of his church — perseverance — and. of eternal 
judgment. On the second proposition, I endeavoured 
to prove that God has revealed to his ch«rch a ptr^ 
feet law, fully sufiicient for his church in ail things 
pertaining to the kingdom of God. On the seventh 
proposition, I noticed baptism, and recited several 
passages from the learned, and several from the scrip- 
tures, to show that it should be admiiip^istQre4 l>y ^v*^ 
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mi^^rioA. After coDeludiog my remarks, Mr. H., a 
presuiher of coasiderabie talent, spoke three quarters 
of an hour in op{>osition to the doctrine that I advan^. 
ced on the second and t»eventh propositions. I rer 
plied, that I had not come for debating. About the 
time the assembly was dismissed, one praised the 
Xiord aloud, who was soon afler baptized. On Fri- 
day, I went to Southwold with brother Straight, and 
attended two meetings; and on the day following en- 
joyed a comforting season in monthly meeting at 
Dunwich. On the Sabbath, our assembly was said 
to be larger than had ever before been in this town** 
ship. It pleased the Saviour to favour me with unu- 
sual liberty, and I believe the Holy Spirit searched 
th9 congregation. In the afternoon, Jesus made him- 
self known to us *' in breaking of bread.'' Afler 
this I held three meetings, and thought the seasons 
were profitable. I preached in the east part of South- 
wold again, and rejoiced to find that the solemn con- 
cern manifested in my second meeting had not abat- 
ed. 

Friday, I returned to London, held a meeting ia 
the evening, and one the next day. Six related their, 
experience, and were received for b£q)ti8m. In the 
evening, for the first time, I heard brother Straight 
preach a sermon with much satisfaction. Sabbath, 
Nov. 18, the assembly was large for this town, and 
many were happy. Afler sermon, several testimonies 
were given; and the six candidates were baptized, re- 
joicing in the Lord. One of them, a man in his sev- 
entieth year, had been confined by sickness for a 
year past, and was brought to the meeting on a sled. 
He went into the water as though he enjoyed the. 
strength of youth, and came out happy. This was a. 
Temarkable hour. Heaven smiled, and glory seem- 
ed to shine on the candidates, on the congregation, 
on the water, and, indeed, on all things around-. As, 
the people returned from the water, the saints sung«> 
with such melody, that it seemed almost as thought 
the New Jerusalem had come down out of heaven. 
In the evening brother Huckins preached, saints re-^ 
joic^d much, and dinners wept bitteriy.. Ho\^ 9trik> 



948 ▲ RBUOIOIJS . l^JLtftAm^t. 

iag tlie. contxast ! The mote of the Spirit of thli Loid 
there is present, the nuxe saints will rejoice, and tho 
more sinners will mourn. In this meeting, fire sol** 
emnly promised to seek the Lord till they should find 
remission of sins. I tarried a week longer in hp^kr 
don, and held meetings nearly every day which werd 
attended with much interest, particularly on the Sab** 
bath. The Spirit of the Lord was manifested in a 
powerful manner, and the word seemed to cut to the 
heart of every sinner present. I baptized the wife 
of the man aged seventy, that was baptized the Sabt 
bath pirevious. She was sixty^eight years of age, and 
within four or five days had experienced a change of 
Jieart. 

Monday, Nov. 26, I preached again and bid tih^ 
people farewell. It was a very solemn season^ Q^ft 
backslider humbly entreated the forgiveness of ha$ 
brethren whom he had grieved. Next morning, t 
little afler the dawn of day, the brethren began t^ 
assemble at the house where I tarried, notwithMandnr 
ing I had bid them farewell, and continued to come 
till nine o'clock, when nearly the whole ch^irch and 
several others were present. Some n^t all die 
morning. As I waa about to say to tiiQin, in the Ian* 
guage of the apostle, '* What mean, ye^ to weep and 
to break my heart?" brother Huckip# e^id, '* Broth* 
er David, you are now going iLW%y-«i»«bere are souls 
near the kingdom of God, tha^ probably will soon be 
converted and wish to be biipti^d.^*Who shall bap^. 
tize them?" When I coi^dered their state, how 
they were as without a sb^ph(Brd, I could, b\it- weep, 
with thetn, and an earnest cry ajrose in my heaftthat 
the Lord would send mpr;^' £^thfi|} l&bourei|i. into the 
harvest. After uniting in psayer^^ they sung a hymn 
suited to the occasion^ ao^: ou^ peeing ni^aa very. a6>. 
fecting and sc^mn. Whjsa, I wee ont of he^ng, I 
gave vent to my feelings in an. «dja<i^n^ wood', uii; 
wept aloud. Here I; prayed for the deaf brethi^en: m, 
Canada, and thoughts I received, the. i^ritness of the 
Spirity ^at Grod; would; enlarge their borders^ tjli the. 
^'spreading vine of h>w stejtuire" shouU; extend* 
over tho prQvitt^<s.. { bnd spent naore than six weeke 
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iii^hese parts, baptteed seiresteen in London, and 
(iie church had increased to forty-four. The church 
in London is situated thirty miles north of ]ake Erie, 
juid about one hundred and fifty miles west of Niaga- 
ra river. They had no administrator, stilJ they lived 
in great union, walking in the order and discipline of 
the gospel. Several of their women were much de« 
Jiroted to the Lord, and having exc^lent giAs in pub* 
He testimony, like faithful Anna, they ceased not to* 
flpeak the word of the Lord '* to all them that looked 
for redemption in" London. 

• Brother Straight and some others joining me, ac* 
companied me on mj way to the river ThaineS) wheifd 
I parted with brother S., he having concluded to spend 
the winter in Canada. I proceeded to Otford, and 
tifter considerable entreaty, I consented to preach, 
mhI went to the house of £lder James Harris, a Free 
Communion Baptist, where. I met a kind reception, 
in the evening I held a meeting 9t his house,, and to. 
the praise of God we had a precious season. Several, 
were awakened, and came forward for prayei;. Some^ 
0f these never rested till they obtained a hope- in God. . 
I had designed leaving in the morning, but being ear-, 
nestly persuaded, I tarried the day and held tw9 meet- 
ings, which were interesting. I felt thankful for these 
-r^eehing interviews. £lder H. accompanied me. 
^eleven miles to deacon BJs, where we attended a. 
liieeting. Here we parted, and proceeding to Blenr, 
heim, I tarried over the Sabbath and preached thrice. 
C^tinuing my journey, I passed through Ancaster, 
and on Tuesday evening preached at Salt Fleet. The 
Spirit of the Lord searched the assembly, sinners 
wept, and saints shouted for joy. After meeting, sev" 
mt^ came to my lodging, and with tears entreated me 
to labour with them a few days. But thinking duty 
balled me, I proceeded an my way, and on Dec. 6, 
left the province. I had spent more than two months 
an Canada, and travelled five hundred miles. The 
|>eople generally were kind and liberal. Though 
wadong strangers, and often lodging at public houses^ 
tey expenses, besides 0ome repairs^ had not amounted 
i0 fifty G^ntB, 



Sunday, Beo. 9, I atten^d Ihireemeetii^gsittRd^^ 
lilton. At the last, four manifested that they wtr^ 
inquiring the way to Zion. Continuing my jourtie^ 
eastwardj I held a lew meetings in different town^j 
nnd foutid the work of f eformalion had commenced iti 
some of the churches of the Bethany quarterly meet-^ 
ing, particukniy in Byr<m. I attended a session 6f 
the Ontario quarterly meeting in Sodus, on the tBth 
^d 16th of the month. We had a melting season^ 
and joy beamed on the countenance of Zion. Sodus 
has often been blessed with s»c4i seasons; and would 
to God that her Christians, and all others that hare 
tasted that the Lord is good and gracious, would re-<> 
member hie kindness, and follow him with all th^ 
lieart. On my return to Canandaigua, I was affbc<^ 
tionately r^eceived, and held two meetingk 

Here, I h^urd heavy tidings — ^the death of EFdet 
Mel Tf^omUm. But a little while before, I had 
heard of the death of Susan Bumes. The latter died 
on the 12th of May, 18S7, and the former on the 14th 
of Oct. They were both worn out in the momiifg of 
life by their unwearied labours for Zion. These tid'^ 
ings affected me greatly, and I said, "O Lord, wh^ 
em / spared, while they are called from the seryic^ 
Dfthe churchi" 



CHAPTER XVIL 

JParticulars qf my trawls and labours from Dec. I83T^ 

fo May, 18S8. 

Having been appointed by the Ontario quarterlj^ 
meeting, I visited a revival in the north part of Scfi'^ 
ba, a town situated on the south shore of lake Onta^ 
rio, about eighty miles from Canandaigua. A small 
church had been gathered by Elder Craw, in the 
south part of the town, about seven years previous. At 
this time, they had but nine members. I understood 
the revival commenced three months before, undef 
the labours of an unordained preacher, and that at 



tbntrtUDe ther^ wan Init one pragrioginaii^inlbe neig>h-> 
bpurhood. Twelve otr fifteea had now obtained a 
bope, sQveral wandevers had retuntedtethwr first love^ 
and ChFiftiaos in adjacent ne^hourhoods were re-^ 
itived* i Sabbatb bfeaker^^ and 4he openly immoral 
b^d reformed, and now attended at the house of God: 
^bhalb, Dec. SO, akhongh a parly spirit had occa- 
^Qtted soaae 'my^xj to the lefiomiailion, we had a sol-* 
emn» profitable meeting. The next day we held a 
nieetmg, and closed the^ labours of the year in the ser-i' 
ftiQd of God. Party spirit begim to ranishy and the 
blessed spirit of reformation began to revive. At the 
.e(ose, I baptized two converts, who had been anx- 
ipiisly waiting for tbe privilege, and serious impres<s 
M<m9 were made on many h^rts. These two con- 
verts, I believe, have ever renwlned engaged Chris** 
4iMS. 

> On Jan. 1, 1828, the salutation of friend to friend^ 
f ^ I wish you a happy oiw-yeaff," was ipiite frequent. 
3t>t to some in Scribe this was emphatically a new<» 
year. Old things had pusted owey, and ail things had 
jkecome new; and they could say this wtis the only 
bappy new-year's day they had ever seen. At ten 
iO-cleck, A. M. several of the brethren and converts^ 
with myself, met with the Methodists in an adjacent 
town, and were affectionately welcomed. I preached 
& discourse, and many spoke of the joy they had found 
in the Saviour, and covenanted to dedicate themselved 
to Him with new eiigagedfiess. In the evening we 
bad a ^ofitable meeting in Scriba. Several solemn'^ 
ly covenanted to spend the year in the setvice of the 
Lord. I was told by several personii, that while they 
were returning from worship, thc^y heard the voice of 
•t»gHig in the air. The sky was clear, and they said 
tlie singing appeared to be very high, and the most 
meMious of any mtisio they had ever heard, and 
Hontinned directly over their heads while they travel- 
ted about a quarter of a m3e. A non-professor that 
lieard it, was alarmed, believing it was the voice of 
Angels, and began to repent of his sins. From this 
time the work revived anew. Many forsook their 
4iins and called en the name of tbe Lord. He heard 
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the cries of the penitent, tnd iBent salvattoii to Ifae 
brokeir-hearted* Then "did Zion rejfoice with ''joy 
and gladness, and sorrow and sighing'' fled away*. 

I continued laboaring in Scriba for one month, and 
rejoiced to see the work of the Lord spread so 'g\^ 
riously; Sabbath, Jan. 6, 18S8, after preaching, I 
baptized seven; and the next day gave the right-hand 
of fellowship to a small baiid of brethren, as a branch 
^f the church in the south part of the town. They 
were organized the same as a church, and did theil* 
own business in the same manner: shortly afterwards 
they became distinct, and were called the second 
Free- Will Baptist church in Scriba. Before the 
month closed, I baptized eleven more. These, with 
two or three others, were added to the church, and 
all appeared well united and happy. 

Sabbath, Jan. 20, I preached three lengthy ser* 
mons, and retired much exhaysted. For thtee weelra 
I had spoken upon an avdirage between three and 
four hours in a day. A little past midnight, I was 
taken ill, and raised fresh blood very fast, till my 
strength failed. A death-like feeling seized me, and 
I expected to depart this life immediately. I review- 
ed the doctrine I had preached, and the manner in 
which I had spent my time — I found nothing to re^ 
gret, except that I had not been more humble, spirit*^ 
ual, and faithful in my calling. I thought of my 
friends— I was willing to leave them, believing that 
we should meet in a better world. I examined my 
evidences of acceptance with God — ^through graee 
they were bright as the sun, and this was o&e of th^ 
happiest hours I had ever seen. There seemed but 
one step between me and heaven. And now with 
feelings that I had nevisr before conceived, I contemn 
plated meeting the prophets, the apostles, the armjr 
of the redeemed, and my blessed Saviour in glory. 
But when, in my feelings I had bid my friends, and 
the world fareweH— ^and my soul was ravished by the 
anticipation of an immediate iidmission into the king- 
dom of heaven, my thoughts turned to a world of sin- 
ners, exposed to heli.-^They, and they only, seemed 
to invito «ny. stay in the worM. Something whisper- 



\' 



A RELIGIOUS ITARRATIVB. ^53 

«d: " WiU ikon siUlgo and ntoarn themV^ Phy moved 
wy soul — I wept for them and said: * Yea, Lord, I 
vfUl go and warn them as long as it shall he thy tDtU, 
^yit be even forty years,* At this moment, it seemed 
•as- though the attendant angel was commanded to re- 
call the warrant of death. Immediately I began to 
amend, and in a few days, my strength was restored. 
About the 30th of Jan. I preached my farewell dis- 
course in Scriba, and to many it was a solemn time* 
Fifteen or twenty had been hopefully converted du- 
fing the month, and a considerable number were still 
uader conviction. After visiting and preaching in 
different towns, I returned to Canandaigua, spent a 
few days, and enjoyed some good meetings. Wed- 
Bfisday, Feb. SO, I left Canandaigua to visit the 
Owego and Gibson quarterly meetings; and on the 
•way to Middlesex, my mind was impressed with the 
neeeesity of salvation from all sin. The command- 
mont of the Lord Jeeus, Matt. 5:48, **Bc ye therefore 
f^eet, even as your Father which is in heaven is pet* 
jfe<rf," came with power into my soul. And remem- 
bering tho declaration of the apostle, 1 John 6:3, 
^^ His commandments are not grievous,** my unbelief 
^edaway, and faith said, 'God's ways are equal, and 
has requirements just.* ** Whosoever therefore shall 
break one of these least commandments, and shall 
teach men so, he shall be called the least in the king- 
dom of heaven." Matt. 5:19. Then the following 
queries arose: *if he shall be least, who practices and 
teaehes contrary to the least of Christ's command- 
meols, what will be the fate of hint who not only vio- 
laiter, but teaches contrary to the greatest command- 
ment? And what commandment Js greater than thiS;, 
to be perfect even as our Father in heaven is perfect ? 
How theii dare I, a vessel of the Lord's sanctuary. 
that ought to be holy in body and in spirit, live in sinr 
«*«-and, like Satan, bring scripture to justify my ini- 
quity, or screen my guilty conscience? When t 
preach to sinners that they should ^^ repent,** do they 
not quote the words of Christ to justify themselves, 
<* Withxmtmeve can do nothmgV* And were I to 
preach to Christians that they should be ^^ perfect,** 
22 
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would they not say, " There is not a just man up6Bi 
earth, that doeth good, and sinneth not?" ' After re-' 
fleeting on the above queries^ the conviction 9et-« 
tied into my soul, as if from Heaven, that thes^ 
scriptures are as unjustly misapplied, as that qtiot^^ 
by the tempter, Matt. 4:6: "Cast thyself down: fof 
it is written. He shall give his angels ^charge corf-^ 
ceming thee," &c. Now it is certain that Satan did* 
act himself in reciting this text: he seemed to hav^ 
holy scripture directly to the point that he wished to 
gain. So^ alas! it is a fact, and my blood chills at 
the reflection, that sinners y and even saints oden quote 
scripture as Satan did, and make an application 
equally erroneous, to justify their living in sin. 'And 
thou, my soul, be humbled exceedingly before Godf 
for alas! thou also, since Heaven forgave thee all; 
hast recited and applied scripture to justify thyselff 
as though those who are redeemed from sin could nof 
help living in sin! Hast thou found that the death 
of Christ was not sufficient to enable his children t4 
become like jyTathaniel, *' an Israelite indeed f in whom 
is no guileV* O be thou abased exceedingly, for thou 
hast applied the word of God like unto Satan, to eon*^ 
tent thyself without entire victory over sin. Hoir 
vain was thy thought, that death, the offspring cfsini 
should in any way save thee, or fit thee for heaven; 
If the blood of Jesus have not the cleansing power to 
perfect thee for glory, how shall death fit thee for the 
better ivorld?' From these reflections, I stink int£^ 
nothing before God, and turning aside into a woody 
I fell on my face, and called on the Lord; and, bles-^ 
«jed be his name, I felt resolved in his strength to 
Strive to live withoui sin, and *' follow the Lamb whtth^ 
ersoever he goeth." 

A goodly number assembled at my appointment' ift 
Middlesex. I spoke from Col. 2:6: '* ^ ye haai 
therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye iii 
Him. ' ' I endeavoured to urge the necessity of Chris-^ 
tian perfection, and, to the praise of God, we had a 
good time. On Thursday, I attended a Methodist 
appointment of a Crerman minister in Jerusalem. H6 
invited me to preach. I accepted the invitation /and 
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4NQ^yed liberty; after which he gave an aaimating 
exhortation. Next day, I tarried in Jerusalem, was 
unwell and cast down under a sense of my unworthi- 
aeas. On Saturday,' an appointment on a council 
eailed me to Benton. In the evening, the council ad- 
journed while I gave a discourse, and then sat till 
three in the morning. Sabbath, I spoke to an atten- 
tive assembly in Benton, irom Acts 9:29: '* And he 
«pake boldly in the name of the Lord Jeaus, and dis- 
puted against the Grecians: but they went about to 
«lay him." In the illustration of the text, I noticed, 
first, the great controversy between the wicked and 
righteous, errour and truth, darkness and light, the 
^Aeray of all righteousness and ^' the Judge of all 
the earth;" secondly, the character of the disputants; 
thirdly, the position and arguments of those engaged 
*in the controversy— the resort of the wicked to per- 
secution in support of their cause, when repulsed by 
sound argument — and the final victory of the Son of 
Cfod. In the evening I preached again in the same 
place, and some witnessed for the Lord. 

Proceeding on my way, j( crossed Seneoa lake, 
went to Dry den and held a meeting. Thursday, I 
stopped at a Methodist prayer meeting, and the breth-^ 
ren would have me preach. Soon, some wept aloud, 
others shouted, and two lost their strength. Eight 
mourners came forward for prayer, and four of them 
covenanted to kneel and pray thrice a day, like the 
^ood prophet Daniel, for three weeks. I passed 
through Owego to Apalachian creek, and Sabbath, 
March 2d, held two or three meetings. Several ap- 
peared to be serious, and seven or eight came for- 
ward for prayer. Monday, I continued my journey 
to Montrose, the next day to Gibson, Penn. and 
preached in the evening, but had a trying time. I 
tarried two days and attended two meetings. These 
were soul reviving seasons. In one, several exhor- 
tations were given; and my heart was comforted by 
meeting Elder Asa Dodge. Leaving Gibson, I at- 
tended meetings ii| Lawrence ville, Nanticook, and 
Union. In the latter place I baptized one. On 
Monday evening, March 10, I had an appointment in 
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Ove^o. Night esme on, and losiiig my road, I van^ 
dered some time in the dark; but at length I armed 
at the meeting, and enjoyed much freedom in speak-^ 
ing. My next meeting was on Owego creek; enl^ 
ten persons attended, but we found that the preseiude 
of the Lord is not confined to a multitude. Wedne»* 
day, I went to Candor, in which town I had an ap** 
poiiitment in the evening ; but it being very unpleas*^ 
ant, and the travelling bad, some advised me not t» 
go to the appointment, thinking that none would alK 
tend. So I consented; but soon feeling uneasy, I 
went two miles to the meeting, and found a consider-^ 
able assembly, and we enjoyed a precious season. 

On Thursday, I met a crowded assembly in the 
place, where, two ^veeks before, eight came forward 
for prayer. One of the number was new happy. 
The Lord enabled me to speak with power. Near« 
the close, I told the assembly, the Lord had express^ 
commanded them to choose without delay whom thej 
would serve — ^yea, that they should choose to ^serve 
the Lord. (See Deut. 30:19; Josh. 24:15; ActsS: 
19; 17:30; Heb. 3:7, 8; Matt. 4:17; 6:33.) And 
further, as Moses caused a division among the peo<^ 
pie, Ex. 32:26, that it might be known who was oi» 
the Lord's side, so I requested the people to make 
their choice, *' and show their deeds," reminding 
tbem that *' nothing is secret that shall not be miade 
manifest." Luke 8:17. I further said to them^ if 
they seorctly chose to put off repentance, it would h^ 
in reality to choose Satan for their Master, and would 
thus be recorded in the bode of remembrance; and 
that if they chose to serve the Lord secretly, thM se* 
crecy is forbidden. Matt. 6:15, 16, and would be murk-*' 
ed as disobedience by the displeasure of the Almighty. 
About the whole assembly arose to manifest that they 
would seek and serve God. I reminded them that 
their covenant was registered in heaven, and that 
** God shall bring every work intojudgment:" we then 
joined in prayer. ** But some man will say," * they 
may break their covenant ; and ijt that case, it will 
be worse than it would have been if they had not^ 
covenanted.' The first is true; but the latter ma^ 
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be fiottbted; for had they not chosen the Lord, thej 
tnust have chosen sin. And which is the good choice ? 
To refuse to do right, for fear that we shall do wrong, 
kt to give up ourselves altogether to work iniquity. 
Our obligation to Gc^L is inimite, therefore our prom* 
isB cannot increase our duty. The use of a vow is, 
to Aieke ourselves sensible of our obligation. Henee 
I conclude, first, that it is good to vow unto the Lord; 
and secondly, to pay that which we have vowed. 
Amen. 

, On Friday I spoke in Dry den to a few, principally 
non-professors. The Spirit of the Lord was present, 
but I feared the greater part knew not *' the time of 
tbeir visitation." Alas! what multitudes are heed- 
bssfl of their precious day till it closes in eternal night ! 
O my €rod, have mercy on them before their sun 
shall set. Sabbath, March 16, i went to an appoint^ 
laent of Elder A.. Daniels, in Virgil, and, being in- 
vited, preached to the people. As I was ftbout leav- 
ing the place, a brother gave me a dollar. I was told 
that a little before, a minister, who was a poor man, 
after preaching a sermon, seated himself shivering 
with the cold, and this brother took off a new great 
coat and put it around him. When the preacher re- 
turned it, he told htm he had given it to him, and he 
hioiaelf would wear his old one another year. ^' The 
liberal deviseth liberal things; and by liberal things 
shall he stand. ^^ An unconverted young man also 
gave me half a dollar. In the evening, I preached 
in Dryden, near Elder Daniels' residence; There 
aeemed to be but little faith among the people, y^t I 
endeavoured to clear my garments of their blood, and 
felt peace of mind. I bad a pleasant interview with 
Elder Daniels, who gave me a relation of som^ trials 
he had passed through. Formerly he had been an 
itinerant Methodist preacher. He said that he be- 
(;ame convinced of th^ scriptural baptism, fmd of 
the sufficiency of i\^e scripture law, to govern the 
church; yet, being greatly attached to his breth-. 
ten, it sf^med like fj^awing on the cords of life to; 
withdraw his membership. But believing it his duty 
fo to do, he joined ;the FreerWill Baptists, still che(« 
22* • 
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ishing his Christian affection for his Methodist br6t6^ 
ren. '* But alas!" said he, '^ I was followed by a#«^ 
persions and opposition, that I had not expected, and 
from some, that I had not thought would be even 
chilled in their affection towards me, for the conscien- 
tious discharge of my duty to God. These unexpect*- 
ed trials almost broke my heart, and made me weep 
much; but my trust was in the Lord, and he enabled 
me to rejoice even in all my sorrows." 

For five days following, I attended two meetings 
in Spafford, two in Fabius, and one in Camillus. 
Some of these were very solemn seasons. In the 
latter, brother G. Webb, a youth of nineteen from R. 
I., gave an exhortation. He had lately commenced 
labouring in the vineyard, and concluded to accom-* 
pany me for a time. On Saturday, March 22, we 
attended the monthly meeting of the church in Con*- 
quest, and the Lord gave us some refreshing. In ^ 
the evening, we had a lengthy and profitable meeting. 
On the Sabbath the assembly was large, and the 
seasons interesting. The church commemorated the 
sufferings of Christ, washed each other's feet, then 
' sung a hymn and went out.' Sabbath evening, we 
attended a meeting in Cato. Nearly all the assem- 
bly manifested by standing up, that they would choose 
the Lord for their God. I feared, however, that some 
had not become sufiiciently humbled to persevere in 
their duty: others were deeply affected, ana I hoped ^ 
they would bring forth fruit unto eternal life. After 
holding another meeting, we went to Junius. 

I was never more gladly received than at this time. 
My friends had heard and believed that I was dead;* 
and new when they beheld my face, they seemed to 
view me as one. that had arisen from the grave. In 
the evening, and on the day followiitg, we held meet- 
ings in Junius: brother Webb gave one discourse. 
On Thursday I had a very distressing cough, yet I 
r^e ten miles to Waterloo, oad spoke to a few. 
Here I met a younger brother. He was greatly sup- 
prised on seeing me, and wept pfofiisely. Afler the 
meeting,^ he took me aside and told me he was re- 
fkolved tO;. sj^ek the Lord> and the next day covenant- 



^ wkh me to perform his resolution. After this, 
brother W. and myself held a meeting in the west 
pBLVi of Junius, and then went to Canandaigua. My 
friends in this place had also heard that I was dead, 
and had withdrawn my appointments. I met with 
brother Straight, who was recently from Upper Can- 
.ada. He informed me that a large number in South*^ 
wold and Dunwich, that came forward for prayer 
during my stay in those places, had been converted, 
aeuid were now waiting an opportunity for baptism; 
and that he had come with a request for me to visit 
them immediately. These tidings were ** as cold 
waters to a thirsty soul," but having engagements for 
several weeks, I could not go directly; so I sent ap- 
pointments into the province for the ensuing May. 

We spent the Sabbath at Canandaigua; and on 
Monday I accompanied brother Straight to Mendon, 
where we were invited to take a part in the services 
at a funeral assembly. Afterwards we attended 
meetings in Perinton and Ontario; then went to So- 
dus, and attended the Ontario quarterlv meeting on 
the 5th and 6th of April, 1828. The 'latter was a 
time of refreshing from the>presence of the Lord. 
On Monday I parted with brother Webb, returned to 
Penfteld and held a meeting ; then went to Parma, and 
met again with brother Straight, who had been set 
apart to the work of the ministry, and was now re^ 
turning to Canada. 

Sabbath, April 13, I preached twice in Byron. la 
the first meeting, several mourners manifested theiif 
resolution to choose the Lord for their portion. God 
had lately visited his people in Byron : Christians 
were engaged, and several had been converted. The. 
brethren entreated me to tarry, but duty would not 
permit. Next day I went to Batavia, but indisposi- 
tion prevented me from holding a meeting. A severe 
cough, that had sometime aftected me, still continued 
violent, and had much reduced my strength. Thus, 
infirmity attends me in this world; but, glory to Grod, 
for the grace that assures the soul of immortality « 
Tuesday and Wednesday, I attended meetings in A1-. 
exaader, Attica^ and on the town line of Alexander 
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aod Bethany. In the latter place was a glorious te^ 
viva), and nearly the whole assembly manifested a 
resolution to serve the Lord. I preached at CanaQ- 
daigua on the Sabbath, and attended a conference 
meeting. The state of religion was rather low, yet 
several wept for Zion. 

In the latter part of April, afler holding meetings 
in several towns, I made another visit to Scriba. 
The converts remained steadfast and generally well 
engaged. Several that covenanted to seek the Lord 
when I leA the place, had been brought into liberty. 
I was considerably affected by the sudden death of a 
young man, that in my former visit, oflen a,ttended 
my meetings, and was sometimes seriously exercised. 
Yet he delayed seeking the Lord. I was informed 
that the day for his marriage had been appointed; 
but three or four days before the time, while in com- 
pany with the friend of his choice, and apparently in 
health, he suddenly put his hand to his head, and 
cried out bitterly. Immediately he became deranged, 
and died in a little time. The wedding festivities were 
changed to the solemnities of a funeral. Thus are 
the hopes of this world blasted, and thus the gay and 
thoughtless forget God — refuse to be wise, and are^ 
unprepared for eternity. In little more than a %veeky^ 
I held about ten meetings in Scriba and the adjacent 
towns. Some of them were quite sole9in and refresh- 
ing. 

On Saturday, May S, a two-days meeting com- 
menced at a barn in Scriba. Three elders had beea 
appointed to attend Yfith me, but failed, probably oa 
account of sickness. I spo^e from I Thess. 5:19, 
and enjoyed gr^at freedom.' Many exhortations were 
given in quick succession. NiQe dissenters from the 
Calvinistic Baptist church in New-Haven, requested 
by letter, that they migh,t be con8titute4 & churchy in 
fellowship with oij^r connexion. As I could not, soma 
other preachers shortly after, attended; to their re- 
quest. The Sabbath wa^s p^^i^ant. I addressed six 
or seven hundred an hour and three quarters^ ironi 
Ezekiel 36 :25 : ' ' Then will I sprinkle cleim tpaUr vpon 
Itof," &c. After , this, three related their e3{)erience. 



send were baptized. Among these was a widow, whose 
farusband, a captain of a vessel on lake £rie, was lost 
about a year before with his crew and passengers, 
amounting to the number of sixteen persons. During 
the revival the winter previous, she was constant in 
her attendance of my meetings, and at length came 
forward with the mourners. Like Lydia, her heart 
was opened, and she opened her house for meetings; 
It had pleased the Lord to comfort her soul with hig 
salvation, and this was a day of gladness. Afler bap- 
tism, we collected on a pleasant green, near the bank 
of the stream, partook of the Lord's supper, and 
washed each other's feet, rejoicing greatly in the Lord. 
The heavens seemed to "drop down new wine," and 
the songs of the converts rung with such holy rap- 
ture, that I exclaimed in my heart, 

This place is like elysian fieldf 
That lie o*er Jordan's flood. 

In the evening, I spoke to a considerable assembly 
in the south part of Scriba. The Lord gave me free- 
dom, and filled my heart with gratitude for the goo8 
shown me this day. Afler this I attended two meet- 
ings in Cato, one on a funeral occasion, and held 
meetings in several towns on the way to Canandai- 
gua. 

Friday, May 10, a session of the Benton quarterly 
meeting opened in this place. The brethren seemed 
to come " like clouds full of rain," and many wept at 
seeing each other. The meetings of worship were 
interesting. On the Sabbath, four sermons were 
given, and several animating exhortations. It fell to 
my lot to baptize one that was received the day pre- 
vious. During fiie meeting. Elder Josiah Fowler, 
from Conesus, made as humble and affecting a con- 
fession as I ever heard. He had been a Free Mason, 
and had taken several of the higher degrees. Once 
he was humble, and God blessed his labours. He 
epoke of his enjoyment till the time he took on hira 
masonic obligations, which was more than six years 
before. Alluding to that occurrence, and his atten- 
tion afterwards to Free Masonry, he exclaimed, *^ O 
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tny brethren, I have been into Babylon!" — Hia feel- 
ings-were overcome, and for sometime he wept aloud; 
Then he said, "O my God! forgive me — O my breth- 
ren, will you forgive me? — ^O sinners, can you for- 
five me, for laying this stumbling block in your way ?'^ 
le said, that for ^ye years, he never knew of the con- 
version of one soul through his instrumentality ; and a^ 
length the Lord took him in hand, while he was in his ' 
field, and he thought he should die under the power 
of God. He was humbled under the mighty hand of 
tho Lord, saw his wandering, and promised to re- 
nounce his allegiance to that institution. He said, 
he believed the Lord had forgiven him all, and that 
now he enjoyed peace like a river. Those who we're ac- 
tjuainted with Elder Fowler knew him to be, natural* 
ly, a man of a proud spirit, and his unexpected con- 
fession greatly affected the assembly. 

As the church in Canandaigua was small, it hadf 
been feared that the people from a distance would not 
all be accommodated; but the Lord opened the hearty 
of many, even of non-professers, to entertain stran- 
gers; so that several that had made preparations, were 
unable to get any company. I have often known 
quarterly meetings to be held where similar fears were' 
entertained; but in every instance more have been 
disappointed for want of company, than for want of 
accommodation. 

••>*•©•♦••• 

CHAPTER XVIII. 

My Becond journey to London District, Upper Canada^ 

Monday, May 12, 1828, I left Canandaigua for 
Upper Canada, and in four days preached in Greece 
and Parma, thrice in Clarkson, and once in Royalton. 
On Saturday, Elder Crapsey accompanied me to the 
ridge road, ten miles east of Lewiston, where we held 
a meeting. Sabbath, May 18, we attended two meet- 
ings six miles east of the village, and were affection- 
ately received by brother T , who related the fbl* 
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lowing particulars of his conversion.. He said, that 
being a royal arch mason, he became acquainted 
with some facts connected with the abduction and 
murder of William Morgan, who was carried by his 
door, and confined in the Magazine at Niagara, till 
the installation of the royal arch chapter in this town. 
He was called to Canandaigua as a witness, and re- 
solved, agreeably to his masonic obligation, to swear 
* ' he knete nothing of the affair. ^^ He said he felt consci- 
entious, and doubted not that he was doing right, till, 
unexpectedly, the trial was adjourned, and hef wa^ 
dismissed. Then he hasted to be alone ; the thought 
of his narrow escape rushed on his mind like a flood. 
He said that in a moment it appeared to him, had it 
not been for the mercy of God in thus saving him, that 
his ruin would have been effected for time and for 
eternity. Then he added, ** I fell on my knees for 
the first time, and returned thanks to Almighty God, 
and promised to renounce my allegiance to Free Ma- 
sonry, to the world, and to sin, and seek the salvation 
of my soul.'' He returned home, confessed his reso- 
lutions to his wife, and published his renunciation of 
Masonry. This awakened his companion, and they 
sought the Lord till he spoke peace to their souls. 
Several of their neighbours became concerned, a re- 
vival followed, and was still progressing. This man 
and hia wife appeared to be humble converts, and 
much engaged in the service of the Lord. 

Monday, I crossed the Niagara, proceeded to St. 
Catharines, and seeing many people in the centre of 
the village, I felt impressed to speak to them of the 
things of eternity. I shrunk at the cross, and passed 
through the village; then, feeling condemned, I re- 
turned and met a stranger, that afterwards I understood 
to be Dr. C — , a merchant of that place. I asked him^ 
if I might preach in the street. He replied ** Yes,"' 
and went immediately himself, and sent some others 
to notify a meeting to commence in ten minutes. I 
placed my wagon in the centre of the village for a 
pulpit, and, at the time appointed, kneeled down and 
prayed. About one hundred and fifly people gather- 
ed around. I addressed them from Amos 4 : 12 : ' ^ Pr^ 
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pmre tomeei Ay God.'* They listened atteativelj, mkA 
some appeared affected. I appointed a meeting to 
attend on my return. Several , solicited me to tarry 
the night, but my engagements obliged me to puran^ 
my journey. The next day I called at an inn, and 
preached to a few, from Ex. 3:14: '' I AM kath $eid 
me unto you.'* In the afternoon, I gave an exhortation 
at Hamilton to a few people in the street. Two drunken 
men tried, by insults and abuse, to embarrass me, yet 
the Lord blessed me with some freedom. One of 
thes^ was a negro, and the other was an Irishman: 
the latter laid violent hands on me. Still I thought 
it good to ^' go Old into the high ways and hedges, 4i»d 
£0mpeV' perishing sinners to come to the gospel feast. 
A little before sun set, I arrived at Ancaster; wishing 
to warn the wicked of this village, and having but feiw 
minutes to tarry, I gave notice for preaching in sevea 
minutes, on the green opposite the meeting-house. 
When the time had expired, two persons were pre^ 
ent, and I asked them to give me a text. They gave 
me **JVbiAing." Soon after prayer, seventy or eigb^ 
ty people assembled, and taking my text, I proceeded 
to show, first, that God created the world out of itoi^*- 
ing; secondly, that man was placed under a law, in 
which there was Tiothing unjust; thirdly, that there is 
nothing to justify the impenitent transgressor ; fourth-* 
ly, that there will be nothing to comfort him in death 
— nothing to save him in judgment, or to give him 
hope in hell; fifthly that the righteous have by na-* 
ture nothing meritorious, nothing of their own of 
which they can boast, nothing to fear in deaths and-, 
that in the judgment day, they will have nothing to 
cause them grief, and in heaven, nothing to disturb 
their peace — ^and finally, that in time, and in eternity^ 
nothing will turn to the advantage of the wicked, or to 
the disadvantage of the righteous. The Lord assisted 
me, O, blessed be his name. Many were solemn uid 
several wept. 

Continuing my journey through Bran dford and Mt 
Vernon, to an eleven mile wood, I preached at an iaB 
to a few that were solemn. After this, I passed through 
the wood; attended a meeting at a place called Big 
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Otief ; khd one prdmised to seek the Lord. Friday, 
Ma^ 33, 1 reached an appohitment in Southwold; and 
brother Straight and the converts received me very 
ttffcfctionately. Many, that Tvere mourning for their 
sins when I left the place, were now happy in the 
Lord, and we had a joyful meeting. I was informed, 
that, from th« time I left this place, brother Straight 
laboured diligently with the people, the work soon 
assumed an encouraging aspect, and the Lord gave 
him much success. Before he left for New- York, a 
first and second letter had btsen sent to Elder Jenkins 
of Bethany, requesting him to come and baptize the 
converts; but no answer having been received, the 
church in Dunwich sent brother Straight to New-York> 
with a request that he might be ordained. But pre- 
vious to his return. Elder Jenkins came to their help, 
baptized forty, principally in Southwold, and organs- 
ized a church. I was informed, that the lirst time 
they attended to baptism, twenty converts submitted 
to Christ in this ordinance. A spectator held his 
watch, and observed that the elder was but eleven 
minutes baptizing the twenty . Certain persons had as- 
serted, that the apostolical manner of baptizing could 
not have been by immernon; for, if it had been, the 
twelve apostles could not h&ve baptized the three 
thousand on the day of Pentecost. On this account 
some one worked the following sum: If one baptize 
twenty in eleven minutes, how long will it take twelve 
to baptize three thousand.^ He found the answer to 
be two hours, seventeen minutes and a half, Thi^s, af- 
ter all that has been said against immersion*, bit the 
supposition that the twelve apostles could not baptize 
three thousand in a day, it appears that it would have 
been to them a short and pleasant work. 

Saturday, May 24, I preached in Dunwich, and 
saw some engaged converts that were awakened in 
my former visit. On the Sabbath I giave two sermons, 
and brother S. gave two weighty exhortations. Next 
day I had itn appointment on Front street; but, being 
detained soihe time by a heavy rain, the people dis- 
persed before my arrival. Tuesday, I met an assem- 
bly on Back street, and in the foreboon of the day 
23 
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foUo^ving, at the house of deacon B. Hts wife, fatv* 
ing been confined twelve years by sickness, had loMr 
the powers of speech and sight ; but still retaining ther 
sense of hearing, she had requested that I should hold 
this meeting. Sereral gave solemn testiraones, and 
a, number that were awakened came forward for prayeip. 
In the afternoon, I spoke to an assembly at the house 
of Israel Morse, from Rom. 9:31 : '' Haih not ihepoit0f 
power over the clayy of the same lump to make one veeeel 
unio honour y and another unio diehonourV' In the eve^ 
ning, Mr. M. and his wife s&id, that under God, tli« 
discourse had removed from their minds some seriou» 
<^jections to the doctrine of free salvation. They 
appeared much concerned, iind both prayed fbv mercy^i 
The man said in bis distress, that he feared his case 
was hopeless. . They cotifessed their sins, and seemed 
resolved to sefek the Lord all the days of their lif^. 
Next ttiorhing, I visited and prayed with them; they 
Appeared to be ir}jAj penitent. One of their daugliK 
ters, a young c6nvert, who had been opposed by her 
parents, now rejoiced - greatly, believing they were 
hear the kiiigdom' of Ood. In^ a f^w days, they ob-^ 
tained a hope, and were baptized. Not many months 
afterwards, this yoiing woman became the wife of 
Elder Straight. After holding another meeting, I 
went to London, and was very affectionately welcomed 
by brother Huckins and family. Our interview was 
^weet to the soul. The day fbUowing, I met the dear 
saints in London. After sermon, twenty eight spoke 
of the loving kindness of the Lord, ahd of the way in 
which he led their souls; nhd one requested baptism. 
Having consulted several of the ^Iderd in New-¥ork> 
also the brejthren iit Dunwich ahd Sotithwold, and re- 
ceived their advice to examine brother Huekuis-for 
ordination, I now proposed to the church in London, 
tc^call a council for the purpose. To this they all 
agreed. Elder Jenkins nad proposed the same to 
brother Huckins ; but from views of his unworthi- 
ness, he positively refused his consent. But now, 
by the unanimoui? request of the church, he conclud- 
ed, after considerable hesitation, to submit to an ex- 
amination. 
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v£libtaik,.«toie 1, IdM, I preacbed twaee m Lon- 
^n. In the latter discourse, the Lord helped me to 
0f^ak about two hours, and the people were seriously 
topressed. Many testified of the grace of God, and 
f^t ihe close, I baptized an aged woman. As she came 
Ufp out of the water, she praised the Lord aloud. A 
3F9ung convert then came forward, declared her faith 
in Christ, and was baptized* Two solemnly promised 
to seek the Lord. JVext day, I visited several fami- 
lies and preached at the house of sister Pierce. Since 
my former visit, her husband had gone the way of all 
the earth. He was friendly to Christians, and thought 
he enjoyed some religion ; but it seemed to consist in 
sinol m&raiUy, He justified himself in the neglect of 
iamily prayer, and confessing Christ publicly; and 
bought the noise and talk of engaged Christians quite 
umieeessary. His wife, and moat of his children^ 
were bumble followers of Christ; *' spoke often out 
ti^ another, " and, I believe, ' ' prayed to God always. " 
He was of opinion that they made more sound and 
«how about religion, than was necessary; and they 
ieared that he knew nothing of true ''godliness.*' 
Still they lived afirectt<»iately, tenderly regarded each 
others feelings, and were closely bound together by 
the family ties. In this situation, sister P. told me 
4hat he approached the gate of death ; still he changed 
Aot. He was apparently struck with its icy hand, 
and his friends waited every hour in expectation of his 
decease. To her it was an awful hour! She loved heir 
oompanion, yet she believed he was trusting in a false 
hope. But what could she do? Her last hours in 
his society were passing swifi;ly, and how could she 
be, what some would call, so uncharitable> as to tell 
her husband plainly, that she believed he was deceiv- 
ed; and that he '' must be born again," or " not see 
the kingdom of God." Still, how could she bear that 
he should die in this state? He remained at the point 
of death some days. She wept — she prayed — she 
poured- out her soul to God. She obtained strength — 
told her husband, that it appeared to her he could not 
die in his present state; that God had continued him 
Ihese several days, that he might discharge some duty 



268 A MI.KHO€D» NABJUTiVf. 

ha had neglected. Finally, she told him her wh^ile 
soul; and instead of being grieved, as she had feaired,}' 
he confessed his loet estate, and cried to the LordfiHr 
mercy. To the great joy of his family, he found pax** 
don and the witness of the S{)irit, to which he con- 
fessed, that till now he had ever heen a stranger. Hm 
exclaimed, '^ O that I could talk, and I would t^ yod 
that which you never heard before." He now codt' 
demned his former faith, and exhorted his wife .aiif£ 
children to perseverance in family prayer, puhlic^es-* 
timony, and in the practice of all the Christian dutiea 
he had before called useless. In about twenty-four 
hours after this, he hid the world adieu. Sister P. 
remarked, that she never came to a greater cross thaa^ 
she did in this trial^^and had she shruak £rom duty^: 
she never could have forgiven herself; but now, stei 
felt great thankfulness to God, who strengthened her^ , 
and granted the desire of her soul. • * 

During the week following, I attended several in- 
teresting meetings in South wold and Dunwich. At 
the last, sixteen covenanted to seek the Lord. A smell 
pumber had experienced salvation in my absenee ta 
Xondon, and Elder Straight had baptizied three; on.e' 
of whom, like the jailer, went forward in the night. 
The converts were much engaged, and I was-nnieh, 
affected while reflecting fin the change the reformatioa 
had made in this town. Eight or nine months ago^ 
the voice of prayer was scarcely heard for miles: baw 
a Jittle army worshipped God * ' in epirit end in truth.!' . 

The drearj waste and barren land 

Have smird with heav'Hiy Ugbt, * • 

Sinners have seen the Saviour's hand, . 
And owa*d his mandates right. 

Friday, Elder Straight accompanied me to Loj^doRk-- 
where we held a two-days meeting, commencing. on >> 
Saturday, the 7th of Juno. At thistime, five deaconei, ■ 
from the three churches of our connexion in the prov- , 
ince, brother Straight, and myself, sat , as , a council of 
examination. Brother Huckins gave an interesting 
relation of his experience and call to the ministry, an4 
stated his sentiments with clearness. Afler a close 
examination, the council was unanimously agreed. 



flrat he should be set apart to the work iinto which 
066 hud called him. We returned our humble thanks 
to Almighty God for having heard the groanings of 
our brethren in Canada. The other religious exer- 
ci»efl on the first daj were interesting. On the Sab- 
bnth, it was delightful to see the happy Christians of 
liondon coming out of the forest from almost every 
direction^ to witness the first ordination among our 
brethren in this province. It fell to my lot to preach 
a sermon on the occasion, from 1 Tim. 4:16: ^^^TaJce 
hted urdo Hiynelff and unto the dochine; corUinue in them: 
far in doing this than shaU $ave both 0iy8tlf, and them 
thai hear thee*** After this, brother Straight and my- 
self proceeded to the ordaining prayer, to the laying 
0it of hands, to the giving of the charge, and the 
right hand of fellowship. We then commended the 
^iindidate ^^to God, and to the word of his grace," 
believing that God would strengthen him, and make 
faiiB a shepherd of the flock, and a hlessii^g to the 
pburch. 

In the ailernoon, brother Straight preached ^, weigh- 
ty diseoiirse. Then an aged brother, ibrmerly from 
-Scotland, a man of '' a good understanding,'^ and 
much piety, arose und stated that he was a meynber 
of the Miithodist sopiety, with whom he felt the sweets 
est union, that he did not design to forsake them, 
or any Christians; but that he fc^t it to be a duty he 
owed to God, t^ ariae and he baptized ; and he wish-! 
ed also to excl^^inge the place of his membership from 
one Christian choroh to aqotker. His first convict 
tion that he had not been baptized, originated from 
reading in Dr. Parkhumt^s Qreek and liinglish Lexi-i 
con, the definition oikaftizo, the original word, from 
which baptize was adopted into our version of the 
scriptures; and knowing that the learned doctor was 
a minister of the church of England, and that he 
practised sprinkling fV>r baptisii^, he was n6t a little 
surprised on reading from his pen the following defin- 
ition of EAPT120: ** To dip, immerse, plunge." He 
expected to find it, *• lb dip, pour, spri^ftle." This 
awakened hia attention, and he examined the subject 
for himself. H[e s^id the learned had d^ceive^ him$ 
23* 
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and now he was convinced that the commandment to 
be baptized was still obligatory on him. He was r^e^ 
ceived by the church on the reoommendation of the 
Methodist brethren that were present,. and I had the 
privilege of baptizing him. He had been a ekms 
leader, and I think a professor abont forty year». 
Since his connexion with the London church, I )ye* 
lieve he has been an ornament to Zion and a help to 
the brethren. The exercises closed and we parted 
happy. 

About this time I met with some trouble. My 
horse, that had carried me nineteen thousand miles 
in a little more than five years, received an injury 
from another beast and died. I had appointments 
between three and four hundred miles in extent, cohf* 
mencing on Monday, and knew not how I should 
reach them. I told Dea. P., to whose care I had 
committed the horse, that I thought he should sttstain 
the loss, as it happened through his want of car«. 
He made no objection, and purchased me another 
horse. About six months afterwards, while reflect- 
ing on this occurrence, I became of the opinion, that 
I had erred in supposing that brother P. ought to 
bear this loss; because he did not keep my horse for 
money, but as a friend to show me a favour; and I 
regretted having received, the compensation. So, ob 
my next visit to Canada, I refunded to htm all thai I 
had received, with as much satisfaction as I ever re-: 
ceived what was owed me bv another. He with sev<-> 
eral brethren, however, gave me fiHeea or twenty 
dollars. 

Monday, June 9, I bid the bi^tkren in London 
farewell, and proceeded on my journey; but iaj 
horse was old and travelled very slowly, and my ap- 
pointments were so arranged that I found it diffieiik 
to meet them. Tuesday, I arrived at Oxford, next 
day at Brandford; and the morning following, started 
before breakfast in the rain. The road was so ex- 
tremely bad, that I was unable to travel more thaa 
two miles an hour; and b^ing in an open carriage, 
there was scarcely a dry thread r^aatning in my 
clothes; but 
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Appointments must attended be, 
^ The wicked warn'd from wrath to flee, 

Tho* ^atherfng storma and tempests rise, 
And thunders shake the lowering skies. 

At one o'clock, P. M., I met an appointment at 
Anoarter, where I had preached from the word **JVb- 
AUng-." The meeting-house was opened/ and about 
one hufidred people assembled. I spoke to them from 
the word " Something, "-—and endeavoured to show, 
first, that there is something above all things ; second- 
ly, that there is something in man that cannot become 
extinct; thirdlv, that there is naturally something in 
man that makes him unhappy; fourthly, that there is 
something in the gospel to reverse man's state; fifth- 
. ly, thai there is something that will disturb the finally 
impenitent in death, judgment, and in eternity, and 
make them unhappy; sixthly, that true Christians 
possess something that the world never knew; and, 
finally, that in the great change, and in eternity, they 
will have something that will yield eternal joy. Many 
s^peared serious, and I hoped that good was done. 

. At 5 o 'clook, I spoke with considerable freedom in 
the ^reet at Hamilton. Some appeared to be af-. 
feeted, and the people gave me two or three dollars. 
On Friday I met about one thousand people on the 
square at St. Oatharines, and spoke to them an hour 
and a half. Near the close, many of the assembly- 
were in tears, and I felt a fervent desire that thei 
Lord would visit this people. After a part of the as- 
sembly had gone itway. Dr. G— , though not a pro- 
fessor, ealled for a collection, and presented me ten 
dollars. He invited me to his house; said that my 
ibrmer discourse in this place made deep impressions 
on his mind, and almost persuaded him to be a Chris- 
tian* Alas! how many are only almost persuaded, 
and never submit themselves entirely to' Qod; but 
die in their sins and sink to eternal ruinf On Satur-. 
day I left the province, spent the Sabbath in Roya^- 
ton, and enjoyed usual freedom. From Roy alt on, I 
went to Canandaigua, and preached in nearly half 
the towns through which I passed. 

After this, a line of appointments called me to go 
immediately to the west. I preached from once to 



three times in a day, for a week, when I armed «t 
Boston, and had a refreahing interTiew with £lder 
Carey. I held a few meetings in this vicinity and ia 
Ed^i, then VMited and preached in Tajrions towns at 
the east. Many of these seasons were solemn, and 
I could but hope that some good fruit would be seea 
in eternity. About this time I fulfilled all my ap** 
pointments that had been previously given out; \mt 
it had been done with much difficulty, as my horse 
would at no time trfivel ^nor^ than three miles an 
hour. I was un4er the necessity of riding, generally, 
twenty or thirty, and sometimes Ibrty miles a day;, 
and in order to reach my appointments, oeeasionally^ 
rode half the ^ight. As I had not money to purohasai 
another hors^, aH my efibrts during this time, to pror 
cure one on any other conditions, were ineiectuai^ 
I think that I never passed through more fatigue than; 
during the laboMrs of thi» montk. But notwithstasd-* 
ing my embarrassments, I was enabled to travel be*, 
tween four and five hundred nul;es, and attend thirty-*? 
five meetings. About the last of the month, I con-*, 
tracted a debt to purcl^ase a good hcM-se: thus one 
burden w#a renp^ved, £^t whichi I ^1^ to thank the^ 
Lord. . 

About the first of July, I went to Penfield> and; 
attended a session of the Ontario quarterly meetiagf 
and after this preached several times in Ontario ;^ the& 
returned to Canandaigua, and held a number of meet?, 
ings amom the churches of tHe Senton quarterly' 
meeting, ^n the latter part of the month, I preached 
to many congregations within the limits of the Owego. 
quarterly meeting, and enjoyed some heavenly sea- 
sons. In August, I attendea a st^ssion of the Benton;' 
quarterly meeting at Middlesex, and preached wiik 
nearly all the churches within fifty iniles of Oanasi«r 
daigua. In some places, revivals wece spreading, andt 
the glory of Qod was shining among the people. 

It has been already stated, that unnumbered cir- 
cumstances connpelled me to believe, that Masonry 
approved of the abduotion of Morgan, &.c. ; and that, 
consequently, the connection of Christian people with 
the institution, beca9>e a trial to my mind. I thii^» 
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llMit I cannot do justice to truih, to oihergy and io mjf-^ 
$€^j .without briefly relating the result of this painful 
Qonviction. 

Seon after the appearance of Morgan's* •' Illustra-^ 
tions of Masonry,' I read— and thought within myself, 
' £fan this be Free MMonry, which has been called 
the * * Handmaid of ReligitmV^ Can it 6e, that so many 
cf'-the popular class, and even ministers of the ^ospel^ 
have passed through these ceremonies — been divested 
of their wearing apparel — ^blindfolded — have entered a ' 
JLodge * IN THE NAME OF THE LoRi>' — and been led 
about a ledge-^oom, with a rope around their neck — and 
then sworn they would not reveal these things, '' tin* 
dtr^no less penalty,^* than having their '^throat cut 
a«VM«," their ** tongue torn oiU bij the roots,^' and their 
* ' bodiy buried in the rough sands of the seaV* * If I had 
had no other guide in judging of the truth or falsity 
of the disclosures, I should have concluded from the 
lowness und wickedness of the ceremonies, obligations,^ 
&o., that they were an imposition on the public. But 
the abduction of Morgan, and a thousand circum- 
stances connected with it, together with the general- 
Mence of the fraternity on the subject, and their eva-. 
sive answers to inquiries, forbid this conclusion. 

It appeared that Capt. Morgan had not been kid- 
napped by a few individuals of low standing, but as 
has since been said by the U. S. Anti-Masonic Con- 
vention — *' Previously to his seizure, numerous meet- 
ings of free masons, in lodges and otherwise, were 
h^ld for the purpose of contriving and adopting the 
ixwvt certain means of carrying into effect, their un- 
iawfiil objects upon him. These meetings were at- 
tended, and the designs of them approved by several 
hnndred of the most respectable and intelligent of the 
masonic brethren. They included legislators, judges^ 
fiheciffs, clergymen, generals, physicians, and law^ 
yers. And they proceeded in discharge of, what they 
deemed, their masonic duties." It also appeared by 
a great abundance of testimony, that Morgan wan 
lodged in the jail at Canandaigua, the town of my 
residence, that h^ was there seised in the night, an4 
Utkough he cri^ murder, was thrust into « oocich fx%i^ 
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pcred for the oeeasioB, and carrM by iittenmi 4Mik 
panies, coaches, and hones, more thiui one hundreib 
miles through a populous country, and confined ia^ft 
• fortress belonging to the U. States, th«n m ehargiei 
of free masons, who had prepared. it lor his receptions; 
that he was confined there several -days, and 
pr<^ably murdered. Two or three of the leading 
in this aggravating and appalling offence, were oiiii 
zens of Canandaigua, and men with whom I wasae*! 
<|uaiBt6d. As before stated, I supposed that thomd 
engaged in the crime wemld be expelled from tho 
lo^es ; but instead af this, if I was correctly in«s 
formed, (and I never heard it oontradioted,) theee 
who had been the most aotive in this outrage, wave 
held in fellowship in the lodges without admonitioin; 
9nd though they had pleaded guilty to tkek indicia 
nienls, apparently to prevent the extent of the cmi» 
spiracy from being discovered i — ^yet after they were 
condemBed;!«-during their iraprisoinmeBt, to which 
they had been sentenced for their crime, they lived 
like gentlemen, and almofst ooiistantly shaved the oetiH 
pany of their brother masons, who sat with them in 
the prison to '^ pass away the time." Thus the :ma^ 
sons generally held these crimtBals as true and wsp» 
thy masons, and every effbrt was used to enable them 
to escape justice and the penalties of the law; — <wbett 
on the other hand, those who renounced their oblige* 
tions, and confessed their erimes without reserve^ 
were subjected to a persecution that seemed to' be 
without end. 

In Morgan's Illustrations it appeared that the ofaf»> 
ligation of the Master Mason's degree, ccmtains the 
following clauses. '* Furthermore, do I promise and 
'flwear that I will support the constitution of the grand 
lodge of the state of , under which this lodg^ 

held, and conform to all the by-laws, rules, and 
rej^ilations of this or {my other lodge of which I may 
at anyxtiime hereafter become a member. Furthei^ 
tnore, dd^I promise and ewetix that I will obey all teg^ 
nlar signs, summons, or tokens, ij^iyen, handed, sent, 
4or thrown, to me from the hand of a brother master 
Knason, or ft'om the body of a just an4 ^^faU^r coor 
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fltitoted lodge of such, provided it be within the length 
df • 1117 cable»-tow. Fmrtherinore, do I promise and 
sivsar that. a- master maaon's secrets, given tome in 
duf^ as 9Hch, and I knowing them to be such, shall 
remain as secure and inviolable in my breast as in 
his own, when communicated to me, murder and trea- 
son excepted; and they left to my own election.-— 
finrthermore, do I promise and ewear that if any part 
e<Fithis my solemn oath or obligation be omitted at this 
time, that I will hold myself amenable thereto, in^ien* 
e<rer informed. To all which I do most solemnly and 
sincerely promiae and swear, with a iix<ed and steady 
pwrpose .of mind in me to keep and perform the SfUnOj 
binding myself under no le§s penalty, than to have 
m^ body severed in two in the midst, and divided to 
Ike north and south, my hotels btirnt to ashes in thci 
CMitre and the ashes scattered before the four winds 
ief heaven, thAt there might iiot the least track or trace 
of remembraikce remain among men or masons of so 
l^iie tod perjiired a wretch as I should be, were I 
^er to prove wilfully guilty of violating any part of 
khis my solemn oath or obligation of a master masoii. 
So hei^ me God, tod keep itte steadfast in the dii^ 
parformaiKie of the saiHe.'' 

On the cltoses qdoted, thd following queried were 
suggested. ' Ha^ > a man a right to swear to keep 
ihings secret, the nature of which he does not know? 
Since man^s life is liot his own, has he a right, in any 
eaile, to give it as a pledged What id the design of 
niasonic peiudtien, Unless they are to be executed^ Can 
an institution exist, with obligations and plinakies, 
tod yet have no iheans whereby the penalties may be 
Isxecuted, in case the obligations are broken.^ If the 
penalties were not to be exeedted, iii case of a viola* 
mn of mi&sonie obligotidhs,. how could the fraternity 
Imlvo kept their Secrets? Has a man a right to sweaif 
to*'topj[iort" a '* constitution," which he has n«ver 
hen nor ^eard ^ — ^To "eon^inii*.' to ** 6y-tew«, tWcj, 
and regtdoltons" which he does not< know? Has a 
Christian a right to swear to '' (Aey all regular stgrM, 
$mmmon$, orUmeus, gieen, handed, smd or tkrovm" from 
i ^*fnaster masM, or from Ifte body rf » jusi and kno^ 
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JMf cwiiUuUd lodge bf sMi^'l How does h^ know, 
that th€ '^ constitution," *' by-laws, rules, regulations, 
signs, summons, or tokens,'* will not require htm to 
a9iist in kidnapping, or murdering some one; that has 
thought the duty he owed to his God or to his coun** 
try, obliged him to disclose the secrets of Masonry? 
How does a master mason knoiOy that among the se^- 
crets given him '* in charge as mic^," there will not 
be theft, arson, and tnany other crimes — and that he 
will not be called to testify to these things in a court 
of justice, and thus be under the necessity of violat- 
ing either his masonic or his judicial oath? When a 
man takes the obligation of a master's degree, has he 
a right to swear, that ** if any part" of the " obliga- 
tion be omitted at this time," he will hold himself 
** amenable thereto, ^^ — >since it is not said, if it befor-> 
gotten; but ^^ tfit be omitted,'^ and he knows not ibhat 
it is that is omitted, or whtj it is omitted?' 

As a minister of Christ, and a watchman in Zion, 
I thought it my duty to divest myself of all prejudi- 
ces, and, uninfluenced by attachment to my friends 
who were masons, candidly search after the truth m 
answer to these queries. I visited many Christiail 
people who had renounced Masonry, and they affirm^ 
ed that Morgan's disclosures were true, I conversed 
with many who still belonged to the order, and none 
would deny their truth in general, except by vague 
remarks or apparent cavils. I entreated them, if these 
things were not so, to take the statements by course 
and say they were not true. Many would only reply, 
that they did not wish to say any thing on the sub^ 
ject. 

A convention of about ninety seceding maso&9^ 
that declared independence from the masonic institii^ 
tion, published several of the higher degrees, whieli 
contained the fdlkwing clauses. In the royal arch 
degree: '^ Furthermore, do I promise and swear, that 
I will aid and assist a companion royal arch mason , 
whe^i engaged in any difficulty; and espouse his 
cause, so far as to extricate him from the same, if in 
my power, whether he be ri^ or wrong. — Further- 
ioore, do I promise and swear, that a companion royal 
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« 

ifjrch lAasohi's secrets, giveil n&e in c&arge as su<th, 
imd I knowing them to be snch, shall remain as se- 
cure and inviolable in my breast as in his own, n^ut- 
der and treason not Excepted,'* In the. degree called 
the '' lloly and Thrice lUdstrioits Order of the Cross:'' 
'^ You further swear, that, shoiidd yoU know another 
to violate any essential point of this obligation, you 
will use your most decided eadiiavours, by the bless- 
ing of God, to bring such person to the strictest and 
most condign puiii^hment, agreeably to the rUleis and 
usages of our ancient fraternity; and this bypoidtitig 
him out to the world as An unworthy vagabond; by 
opposing his interest, by dieraaging his business, by 
transferring his character after him wherever he may 
go, and by exposing him to thi^ Contempt of the whole 
fraternity and the world, but of our illustrious order 
more especially, during his whole natural life.'^To 
all, and every part thereof, we then bind you, and by 
ancient usage you bind yourself. Under the no 
less infamous penalty than dying the death of a trai-^ 
tor, by having a spear, or some other shai*)) instrti^ 
ment, like as our divine Master, thrust in yoUr left 
side, bearing testimony, even in death, of the powef 
and justice of the mark of the holy cross." 

From these testimonies, together with that of httn<« 
dreds who had seceded, and from the testimony of 
masons who had not seceded, I wad unable to form 
any other conclusion than that the sberets of the or- 
der had been revealed. And ki answer to the pre- 
ceding queries, I Was constrained to conclude that, it 
was inconsistent for a Christian to be connected, iA 
any nanner whatever, with the institution or fraiter- 
ihity of free masons. Also, th^ I could not discharge 
the duties of a ^'watchman'* in Zio^, and keep my 
garments clear from the blood of sonlSi without 
pleaching publicly against Free Masonry^ lis well as 
l^ainst other evild. 

On Friday, August 2dj 1828, t attended the Hol-^ 
land Purchase yearly meetkjr, . which was holden at 
Flint creek in Middlesex. Eider Nathaniel Brown 
was appointed moderator. After several resolves 
srere passed ou different subjects, Elder Brown and 
24 
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two others, were appointed to visit certain churches 
lately raised up in Wayne, and other towns, in Ash- 
tabula county, Ohio. Then Elder Straight, myself, 
and some others, were appointed to visit the annual 
conference of the Free Communion Baptists, in Up- 
per Canada. After this, reports were-presented from 
the four quarterly meetings, Bethany, Erie, Benton, 
and Ontario. Refreshing tidings of revivals and ad- 
ditions in digerent places, gladdened our hearts and 
strengthened our hands. It appeared by the reports, 
that at this time th^re were in the yearly meeting 
forty-nine churches, one thousand six hundred and 
fifly members, and thirty elders. In the evening a 
meeting of worship was attended. 

Saturday morning, public worship commenced in a 
grove, previously prepared for the occasion. Elder 
Brown preached an instructive discourse from Heb. 
2:6: ** What is man, that thou art mindful of him?" 
Next, Elder Carey gave an affecting sermon on Isa. 
40:1 : *' Comfort ye, comfort ye my people," &lc. In 
the ailernoon. Elder Josiah Fowler preached an or-^ 
dination sermon, from Matt. 28:19: '* Go ye there- 
fore, and teach all nations," Sic; and after the close, 
brother James Bignall of Barrington, was ordained 
to the work of the gospel ministry. In the evening, 
our meeting wa^ much animated by 'the good Spirit, 
and continued till ailer midnight. 

On the Sabbath, the assembly was large, and wor- 
ship commenced at 9 o'clock, A. M. An able dis- 
course was delivered by Elder Jesse Braman, from 
Acts 16:31: '' And they said, Believe on the Lord 
Jesus Christ," 8lc. This was followed by a good ser- 
mon from Elder Craw. In the afternoon, Elder 
Straight preached from Eph. 3:8,9: " Unto me, who 
am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, 
that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ," &c. The people observing 
that the speaker was a youth, and knowing it had 
been but a little time since he was converted, listened 
to his address with more than usual attention aad so- 
lemnity. Several exhortations were then given. Joy 
«nd gladness, weeping and mourning, pervaded the 
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assembly.* At the close, brother Norton, a very aged 
man, lately from Vermont, arose on the stand, and 
sung a beautiful parting hymn, that was. composed by 
one of his brethren in the east on his separating from 
them. His person was tall, erect, and of comely 
form. His eyes were sunken, and his face wrinkled 
by age; his locks were M''hite like wool, and his sing- 
ing seemed to have an unusual charm. When he 
commenced, the assembly were just beginning to dis- 
perse; all stopped, and listened with perfect silence, 
except, occasionally, several burst forth into weep- 
ing. In the evening, Elder Asa Dodge preached a 
good sermon. Several exhorted in the Spirit and to 
edification. 

* In the meeting of business on Friday, the subject 
of Free Masonry was again introduced. It appeaiv 
cd, that a number of our own brethren and some of 
our preachers had renounced their masonic obliga- 
tions ; and that the connection of some others with 
the institution, had become a sore trial to the church- 
es. A move was made, that '* we coasider Masonry 
unnecessary, anti-scriptural, and wicked; and that for a 
Christian to be a mason is a crime worthy of admoni- 
tion." After much discussion, it passed by a large 
majority. Only four remained neuter; but two voted 
against it, and these were brethren that thought their 
masonic obligations binding. But it had always 
been the practice of the yearly meeting, if possible, 
to act unanimously : therefore they agreed to refer the 
subject to the Elders' Conference on Monday, for a 
reconsideration. During the yearly meeting, this was 
a subject of much fervent prayer and many tears. In 
the Conference the resolve was changed to the fol- 
lowing form: ** We advise the quarterly meetings and 
churches in our connexion, not to \ic\A felloicship with 
active free masons; but that they admonish such of their 
brethren as belong to the fraternity, to renounce, or 
withdraw their standing in the lodges, and in all pla- 
ces to refrain from advocating the systen^.'^ 
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CHAPTER XIX. 

My fourth journey to ^ew-England, 

Having been appointed by tbe yearly meeting, a 
messenger to the second session of the General Con-* 
ference of the Free- Will Baptist connexion, to be 
holden in New-Hampshire, I left my good home in 
Canandaigua, on Monday, Sept. 8, 1828; and the 
next day, at Waterloo, was joined by brother Wil- 
liam Van Tyyl, a young preacher, who had agreed 
to accoinp9.ny me on this journey. I had an inter- 
view at this place with my brother Ives, who was still 
serious. ^ O Lord, may I, shall I, ever see Jve9 a 
Christian.^ O, grant that I may, for thy mercy's 
sake.' I had an appointment in the evening at Ju- 
nius; but, on our arrival, we found my parents sick, 
and a daughter of loy step-mother apparently at the 
point of death, and unprepared for the change. A 
few months before, she was awakened, and covenant-^ 
ed to seek the Lord; but through the influence of her 
associates she was persuaded to attend a ball, and her 
conviction lefl her. For this she now deeply sighed*. 
The symptoms of death seemed floating upon her 
eyes ; death's visage was upon her features : she could 
only tell us in a faint whisper, that she had no hope, 
while to appearance the next hour would conduct 
her to eternal scenes. It was so sickly in the vicinity » 
that there were scarcely enough in health to take 
care of the sick. In these circumstances, the parental 
home was gloomy. On the morning following, pre- 
vious appointments called us to pursue our journey. 
We had a sorroiVful parting, little expecting that we 
should all meet again in this world. 

Proceeding on our way, we attended meetings in 
Montezuma, Mentz, and SpafFord. After preaching, 
brother William gave exhortations. At the latter 
meeting, a young woman related an interesting ex- 
perience and desired to be baptized. I remembered, 
that six months before, I tried for several hours 
to persuade her to turn to God, and that she then en- 
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tered into a covenant to kneel and pray thrice a day 
for a year. She said, she had often been sorry she 
made .the engagement, for she became discouraged, 
thought her prayers would be useless, and should 
have given the struggle over, had it not been for the 
binding influence of this covenant. She dared not 
break it. ** So," said she, "I continued seeking, 
and about three weeks ago the Lord converted my 
soul — now I thank God that he put it into my heart 
to make this covenant; for, if I' had not made it, 
probably I should not have sought the Lord, but have 
died in my sins, and have been lost for ever!" She 
appeared to be strong in the Lord and very happy. 
After baptism, we went to the south part of the town 
and held a meeting. 

' On Saturday we went to Fabius, where I had an 
appointment; but understanding that the SpafTord 
finarterly meeting was in session at New Berlin, fifty 
miles distant; and that the preachers who had been 
expected to attend, were sick, or otherwise detained^ 
I thought it my duty to go to the quarterly meeting. 
Leaving brother William to attend my appointment, 
I started about four o'clock, P. M., and reached 
New Berlin by ten or eleven o'clock next morning. 
The people were assembled in a grove, and as I en- 
tered, brother Adon Aldrich, the only elder that was 
present, and some others, thanked the Lprd aloud. 
This was the third day of the meeting, and I under- 
stood they had had no preaching, except from the as- 
sembly of saints and young converts. 1 took my seat 
to hear, and soon found that my lot had fallen in a 
heavenly place, and in a happy company. It seemed 
< as though a fresh" breeze from glory blowed gently 
iipon us. The time was all occupied either in singing 
or speaking, and many that spoke had excellent gifts 
in exhortation. Thus the meeting continued till 
about twelve o'clock, when a little girl, who sat on 
her mother's lap, arose and sung a beautiful verse, 
and then, with modest confidence, addressed the 
wicked with sensibility and power. Said she, ** You 
may slight the Saviour now, but the time is soon 
foming when you will be porry — when yot; pass; 
24* 
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tjirough the dark valley and shadow of de^h, yra 
will need this religion which you now despise.'' Her ^ 
exhortation was continued ten or fifteen noinates, and 
bad muck effect on the assembly* I understood that 
0he was but ten years old, and had been a professor 
of religion two years. She had been baptized wai 
received into the church ; and was a steady traveller^, 
oflen making mention of the name of the Lord. 

During the intermission, I enjoyed a sweet inter^^ 
view with the brethren, and learned from them, that 
since the last spring, a blessed revival had been wit-* 
nessed on the hills of New Berlin, and Norwich, an 
adjacent town. In this work, a goodly number had 
been translated into the kingdom of God's dear Son; 
Elder Aldrich had baptised forty, and gathered a 
church of about fifty members, the only one of our • 
connexion within fifty miles; and a large field wp^ 
peared to be opening for gospel labours. In the tf^" 
temoon, I spoke about two hours with much freedoms 
Many tears were shed, and great solemnity rested on 
the people. In the evenmg, I preached near the Usa^ 
dilla river. The house was crowded, and, at the 
introduction, I counted fifty persons that stood ufv 
p.nd sung, nearly all of whom appeared to ** sing with 
the spirit," and *' withthe understanding also." On 
the day following I attended two meetings. The 
Lord met with us and made them impressive to manyi 

From Norwich, I went to Windsor, to attend ther 
Susquehanna yearly meeting, and there met brother 
William Van Tuyl. We held a meeting on Wednes-' 
day evening. On Friday, Sept. 19^ ld28, the sec^- 
ond session of this yearly meeting commeneedy and 
continued with much interest until Sabbath evening,. . 
Several good discourses were given by different 
preachers, and many spiritual exhortations contributk 
ed to the interest and profit of the meeting. It fell 
to my lot to speak two or thre» times: it pleased the 
Lord to give me freedom, and bless his ward to the 
awakening of some, who afterwards professed to find 

Seaee in believing. Sabbath evening, brother B. A. 
Lussel was wdained to the work of the ministry. A 
sermon was preached fay Eider Edward Dodge, and 
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tlie charge was given by Elder Asa Dodge. The 
exercises were interesting and impressive. 

The Sasquehanna yearly meeting was organized a 
year before this time at Dry den, N. Y. It now con- 
sisted of three quarterly meetings, Owego^ GUbsan^ 
Bad Spafford. The Owego quarterly meeting was 
gathered about the year 1818, through the instrument 
tality of certain brethren from Vermont. Spafford 
quarterly meeting was organized in 1827. About 
the same year, tne Gibson quarterly meeting was 
formed principally from several churchAg that had 
foimerly <)on8titut<ed a yearly meeting of Free Com^ 
muifdon Bc^tiata, The numbers in the yearly meet- 
ing were not exactly ascertained. The probable es* 
tknate was as follows; eighteen churches, twelve eU 
ders, and five hundred and fifty-five members. 

Monday, after a few minutes notice, I preached 
standing under a tree, to about one hundred people 
in Baiabridge. Some heard with tenderness. We 
proceeded to New Berlin, and next day met an as-^ 
sembly in the grove where the quarterly meeting was 
holden. I preached on repentance, faith, and bap« 
tism, and enjoyed some freedom. In the afternoon 
we attended the monthly meeting of the church. 
Two were received as members, and we were far 
▼oured with some refreshing. In the evening, broth-. 
•er William preached, several powerful exhortations^ 
were given, a^ we sat together in ^ l^ea.veiUy place 
in Christ. 

On Wednesday we continued our journey eastward, 
and in eight days! arrived at lUmdoIph, Vt., a distance: 
of two hundred and sixteen miles. On our way we. 
k«ld five meetings: the first was in Johnstowii, JN. Y. 
where we stopped to feed our l^»rses. I pass-, 
ed into the street, and observing the people running 
to and fro, while aU seemed thoughtless of God and 
etemity, I felt a cry in my soul, and concluded to. 
embrace the opportunity, for rebuking, exhorting, 
&c., *' out ofseaaan.'* 2 Tim. 4:S: and obtaining lib- 
erty of the owner, I stood on a platform, bejfore a 
store in the centre of the village, and began to preach 
from Rev. 6:17: ^' For the great day of hia wrath it 
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come; and who shall be able to stand?" Abotit oil©* 
hundred and fifty, or two hundred people, listened to* 
the word, notwithstanding it rained; and when I waa 
speaking on the last proposition of the text, a certain 
judge interrupted me, saying, " Friend, you muisi 
stop ; — this is very improper — you are disturbing thtf 
people. There are houses enough to preach in." \ 
replied, that I had no intention of disturbing the peoV' 
pie; that on entering their village, I heard the voice 
of profane swearing, and no one forbid it; and, that 
I supposed, if I preached Christ to them in the ^^kigh 
toai/," no one would attempt to prevent me. He on-/ 
ly replied, that it was improper, and then departed.' 
.Immediately, a certain lawyer seized me, and, by a 
sudden pull, brought me nearly to the ground, saying,- 
^•*Com(e and go iviih we to jail.*' I asked him why 
he would imprison me. He replied, ** For disturb-- 
ing the peac^ of the village,** ^ni demanded a rea-: 
eon for iny condiuct, I told him that I was one of 
thos^ servants whom the Lord had sent out into the" 
V high ways and hedges,*' &c., and asked him, if it 
was disti^rbing their peace to try to persuade the.' 
wicked from the way to. hell. He halted, and look-. 
xag me sternly in the ft.ce, commanded me. to stop,' 
saying, '* I will hear no such talk." The people 
gathered around in a throng, and some cried, " He^ 
is crazy — flog him." Others. sg,id, '/ He, did not talk 
like a crazy man;" but the more part rfimained si-' 
lent. While the lawyer was holding me, I discover-' 
ed from his breath, that he used ** strong drink:" He 
then said, if I would li^ave the place m silence, l^d- 
would let me go.. I told him, that because my time 
to stay had now expired, I intended, if dismissed, to.f 
leave immediately. As he l€t me go, I said, " Your 
blood be upon yovr QV>n head, "» He turned suddenly 
toward me, as though he thought I had threatened his: 
life, and demanded what S mea,nt by this saying.^ 
One that stood by, told him that it was a saying of^ 
scripture, and that my meaning was, that I was clear 
. from his guilt, and that he would bear It alone. He 
said, *'So b^ it,** and left me. Many followed me to 
npy cjarriag?, invited m^ to their dwellings^ and earn- 
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estly entreated me to tarry tiQ evening, and preach in, 
the court house, or in one of their meeting houses. 
But duty called us to haste oh our way. As we left 
the town, the Lord poured his Spirit upon me, and 
caused me greatly to rejoice. The other meetings. 
were in Broad Albin, Wilton, and Kingsbury. 

October 1 , we held a meeting at Randolph centre ; 
and next day attended a monthly meeting in the east, 
parish, and met with Elder Timothy Morse. Friday,^ 
Oct. 3, 1828, we attended the Vermont yearly meet-, 
ing conference in Randolph. The principal subject 
discussed, was speculative Free Masonry. Several 
brethren in this state had seceded from the institution, 
testified that its works are evil, and that the disclos-. 
ures made by Capt. William Morgan, and others,^ 
. were true. It appeared that these circumstances had 
induced many brethren to examine the nature and; 
tendency of the oaths and ceremonies of the or^er. 
The result was, that the allegiance of brethren to the^ 
institution became a trial. The subject appec^red ta 
have been first introduced into the church in tl^ia, 
town, and afterwards referred to the yearly meeting. 
When the discussion began, I had not a thought of 
taking any active part. I was young — a stranger to 
nearly all, and I said, " Days should speak, and mul- 
titude of years should teach wisdom." Again, all 
my brethren were dear to me, and I thought I would 
not chill the feelings of any by engaging in a point 
of dispute. But, unexpectedly, I felt an impression 
from the Spirit of the Lord to open my mouth, and I 
<iared not disobey. Like Ephraira, I ^' spoke trem- 
bling," and remarked, that secrecy is a sign of iniqui- 
ty ; that men hoaat of their good deeds, and often pub- 
lish them as by the sound of a trumpet; but, their 
evil deeds, of which they are ashamed, they conceal; 
therefore said our Saviour, ^ ^ Men hved darkness rath" 
er than light, because their deeds were eviZ." After 
this, I quoted several passages of scripture, to show 
that the works of Christ were wrought openly, that 
-** in secreV* he ** said nothing,^' &o. I spoke about 
an hour with much freedom, and presented many tes>- 
timonies, showing what are the oaths and ceremonies 
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of the institution. Little more was advanced in At^ 
vour of Masonry, 

A preacher, who said in the commencement of the 
discussion, that he included himself among its defend- 
tmts, observed, that it would seem to be useless to say 
any thing in defence of Masonry, yet he must dissent 
from my remarks. This was about all he said, ex- 
cept, near the close, he remarked, that he was a 
royal arch mason, and that the clause, ** right or 
torong,^^ contained in what was called Masonry, were 
words that had not escaped his lips, that before' God, 
he would say to this yearly meeting he had never ta- 
ken such an obligation. Upon this Capt. D — , a 
brother, arose, and said that he was a royal arch ma- 
«on, and felt tried; ** For," said he, " I once asked 
this brother," alluding to the one that had just spok- 
en, ** how he got along with this part of the obliga^ 
tion *' right or wrongV* He replied, that he refused 
to take it, and being urged for half an hour, he at 
last told the one that administered the oath, that he 
would not take it, if they drew him in quarters, and 
that upon this, the phraseology was so changed that 
he took the obligation. Brother D. now wept pro- 
fusely, and renounced his allegiance to the institu^- 
tion. To this explanation, the preacher that first, 
spoke, made no reply; but appeared to be much at- 
tached to Masonry, and after the meeting, told me, 
that he could go no further with me. I asked him 
to go alone with me and pray; he refused, s?iying, 
he had gone with me to the end of his faith. It is 
but jiist, however, to add, that this preacher renoun- 
ced his masonic obligations in less than one year. 
After many weighty and spiritual testimonies, the 
conference passed a resolve, that ** Free Mason- 
ry is the unfruitful works of darkness," entreating all 
their brethren who had been connected with it, to 
come out from it and have no fellowship with it. 

I had never taken part in any discussion with more 
reluctance than I did on this occasion. My course 
was entirely contrary to my natural inclination, to my 
earthly interest, and to my expectation. I felt the 
teoderest regard for my brethren that were masons; 
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aad while I felt pressed by the Spirit of the Lord to 
testify against the Institution, I wept for them day 
and night. But what are the feelings of my brethren, 
what are my own feelings, when they come in com- 
petition with the requirements of God! Some seemed 
to be offended, and the preacher named before, asked 
me if I had not been employed to come from New- 
York on purpose to oppose Masonry. But, th^gh 
by this course, my influence with many might be di- 
minished, I enjoyed what I prized above the friend- 
ship of a world — peace of conscience — peace with God. 
On Saturday a goodly number of brethren assem- 
)>led, and the worship continued through the day with 
much spirituality. On the Sabbath, the house was 
crowded and hundreds stood without. Elder Morse 
gave a short, but good discourse; after which, think- 
ing the Spirit moved me to speak, I addressed the 
people about two hours. In the afternoon. Elder 
Harvey preached an interesting sermon. The meet- 
ing was solemn, and at times much tenderness was 
observed in the assembly. After it closed, as I pass- 
ed out of the house, Major F. gave me a dollar; tears 
started in his eyes, and he said, ** Pray for me." I 
understood that he had been a Universalist, also that 
he was the first that publicly renounced Masonry in Vt. 
On Monday I spoke to a considerable assembly in 
Tunbridge; some wept, and some were happy. In 
the evening I addressed a crowded congregation iii 
Strafford. Next morning we proceeded on our jour- 
ney, and in a little more than two days arrived at 
' Sandwich in New-Hampshire. 

On Thursday, Oct. 9, 1828, the General Confer- 
ence opened in this town at 9 o'clock, A. M. Mes- 
sengers were present from Maine eastern, and Maine 
western yearly meetings, — from the yearly meetings 
in New-Hampshire, Vermont, Holland Purchase, 
and Ohio, and from the Rhode-Island quarterly meet- 
ing; and during its sitting, forty or fifty elders at- 
tended. Elder Nathaniel King, of Vermont, was 
appointed moderator, and Elder John Buzzell, of 
Maiiie, assistant moderator. At the previous session 
in 1827, brother Hosea Quinby had been chosen 
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Manding clerk. Among the subjects discussed^ on 
which resolves were passed in Conference, were the 
following : — 

•An itinerant ministry, — All seemed to be convinced 
t>f its utility, and many appeared to feel its impor- 
tance. The Conference resolved: '' That we think 
it expedient and very necessary, that an itinerant 
ministry should, be established throughout the con- 
nexion; and we recommend to the several quarterly 
meetings to choo:je one preacher, or more, to travel 
find preach to the destitute churches within its limits; 
that funds be raised in each church or quarterly 
meeting, by subscription, contribution, or otherwise, 
as they may judge best; and that said minister, or 
ministers, return to the quarterly meeting from which 
they received their appointment, an exact account of 
^11, and of vvhom they have received. We further 
advise the several members of this Conference to en- 
deavour to carry these resolutions into eifect in their 
several quarterly meetings." 

Ardent spirits. — "Agreed, that we commend to all 
the churches in connexion with us, to abstain from 
the use of ardent spirits on all occasions, except 
when they are necessary as a medicine." 

The Lord^s iSMpper.*— '*Agl%ed, that we think it ex- 
pedient, that the members of this Conference, and in- 
deed^ that all our brethren should use their influence 
that the Lord's Supper be regularly administered in 
all our churches, as oflen, at least, as once in three 
months." 

The Sabhaih. — "Agreed, that we highly approve of 
the exertions made by Christians of different denom- 
inations, for suppressing the evil habits of ^abbath 
breaking ; and that we will use our influence in fa- 
vour of a due observance of the Sabbath in the dif- 
ferent sections where we live, and where we travel.'* 

Writing sermons. — "Agreed, that this Conference 
do not approve of writing sermons, x)t sketches of 
eermons, to deliver in public." 

The Atonement. — "Agreed, that we believe, that 
through the atonement made by Jesus Christ, all the 
^iMidemnation of the first transgression is removed 
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from Adam^s posterity — and that all the ftmily of m&n 
are thereby {privileged with a state of probation, and 
with the gospisl of the Son of €rod, or perfect law of 
liberty ; also, thdt all who transgress the law of Christy 
but repent thjerepf and believe iii the goiipel, have, 
by the Holy Spirit, the application of the blood of^ 
Christ made to th^m-; and are therebyjustified from all 
their sins, and have confidence with God. do that in 
effect, a]l the favours Ireceived by man iii time and eter* 
nity, come to him through the atonement of Christ. ^^ 
Speculative Free MaBonrjf, — The Vfermdnt yearly 
meeting Conference presented theit resolves Itgiainst 
Masonry, asking liberty to publish them in the Mor- 
ning Star, a religious paper designed for Jthe benlsfit of 
the connexion. An indeJiniU po^tfumemeni was moved. 
I had resolved that I would be silent dn the subject. 
Certain brethren from Vermont beckoned to me more 
than once, but I persisted in my resolution till I fblt that 
the Lord required me to open my moUth; ^Thett I spoke 
against the motion, and argued, from the disclosUreg 
that had been made of the secrets of Masonry-^from 
the nature and tendency ot the institution, that the 
resolves of the Vermont yearly meeting Were right* 
feous, and ought to be known to the connexioii. Sooil 
after I commenced speaking, some brother asked the 
moderator if I was not '\out of order.*' He answered 
in the negative, and I continued my address aboUt an 
hour with much freedom. I felt the Spirit of the 
Lord assisting me, and there was much weepiug in 
the Conference. When t dpoke— »for anything I knew 
to the contrary,-«-'all the ^theriA iii the Connexion that 
trere present, might be masons. But my joy was 
great, and I thanked God, on finding that Elder Buz- 
zell, and Elder Iting, and the aged men that had 
borne the burden in the heat of the day, and had led 
this connexion its a flock, had ever stood Apposed to 
.the institution. A large majority voteii o^dittsf the 
motion, and the Conference agreed to give the Ver- 
mont yearly meeting; Confereuce liberty to publirii 
their resolves tn the Star.* 

* Thf 00^ fOSIe fnean$i or *oai« mUumiifrgt^indiiiff th4m p«rti«a- 
lars eoDceroiog tfMobrjr n6?cr ibund pUte# in th() ininUtei of the 6«n* 
25 
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After an adjournment, Elder Bnzzell asked me 
bow I dared, since I was but a young man, to speak 
as I bad against Masonry before the aged, &c. I re* 
plied, in tbe language of David, ''Is there not a 
cause?'* And be said, with a smile, '' Yes — is there 
%ot a causeV* 

Tbe business of the Conference in general, waa 
conducted with much unanimity of sentiment and 
feeling ; and all appeared to be of tbe opinion, that 
the continuance of a Greneral Conference was need- 
ful for tbe prosperity of tbe connexion. Still, some 
feared that tbe resolves of tbe Conference might yet 
be so construed as to form a discipline, and thus sup- 
plant one of the first principles of this conoexion, viz^ 
'*To bold tbe New Testament as the only written 
law or rule for tbe government of the church/' I 
understood, however, that all the members of the 
Conference considered tbe object of this convention 
to be, not to make laws for the church, but to search 
for an understanding of tbe perfect law that Christ has 
made, and hold it up for the benefit of all. For '' in 
the multittide of counsellors there is scfety.'^ 

The meeting of business continued three days ; and 
during the time, meetings of worship were held on 
every evening, at one, two, or three places, and once 
or twice in the aflernoon. On one evening I spoke 
at the Ridge meeting-house, Irom James 4:10: ^'Hum- 
ble yourselves in the sight of the Lord;^* after which 
several exhortations were given. On the Sabbath,, 
meetings were held at two meeting-bouses in Sand* 
wich. In the forenoon, a funeral discourse was 
preached on the death of Elder Thomas Jackson, at 
one place, by Elder J. White, and at the other, by 
Elder A. Caverno. A solemn season was enjoyed at 
the old meeting-bouse ; and at the Ridge, I under- 
stood it was a time of much weeping. In the afler- 
noon I spoke at tbe old meeting-bouse ; and in the 
evening, worship was attended in various parts of tbe 
town, and some appearances of a revival rejoiced our 
hearts. 

*«ral Conference. It is, however, bat just to add, that the stantting 
^leik is not a ma$0n* He ie a anaa whom I hi^hl/ esteem. 
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On Monday I vr^nt to tlie house of sister Quinby, 
ti widow in Israel, and a labourer in the gospel. I 
was in this family four years before, and now under- 
"^tood, that at the first meeting which I then held, 
while I was speaking of the sufferings of Christ, i^ 
pleased the Lord to bless the word to the awakening 
K»f Hosea, a son of sister Quinby. In about two 
tnonths he obtained peace, soon became a preacher, 
and was now clerk of the General Conference. ' O 
Lord, help him and me to be humble as the apostolic 
Christians, and meek as the holy Jesus.* Tuesday, 
.brother Van Tuyl ac<5ompanied me to Parsonsfield, 
Me., where we held a meeting, and enjoyed a good 
season with Elder J. Buzzeli. Next day we held a 
meeting at Limerick; and on the day following, at- 
tended the Parsonsfield quarterly meeting at the west 
Yiieeting-house in Limington. In the forenoon, it 
fell to my lot to speak to the people, and the Lord 
'favoured me with his Sjiirit. Through the day we 
liad a good meeting, and heavenly consolation flowed 
-to many souls. In the evening I spoke from Heb. 
6:1,2: * * Therefore leaving the principles of the doc- 
trine of Christ,** &c. A revival in this town had late- 
-ly gladdened Zion, and a goodly number of converts 
were added to the company of the faithful. On Fri- 
day I preached again at Limerick corner, to a con- 
siderable assembly j that gave good attention; but I 
feared that little good was done. On Saturday and 
Sabbath I attended meetings in Newfield; and Sab- 
bath evening, at the north meeting-house in Parsons- 
field. At the latter appointment, the assembly was 
large, and to the praise of God, we enjoyed a good 
season. 

On Monday I spoke to about four hundred people 
at the south meeting-house in Limington, and some 
appeared to be refreshed. We tarried the night with 
£lder Jeremiah Bullock, and had an agreeable time. 
His wife is also a preacher. They had lived many 
years in this town, and had been much blessed of the 
Lord. I think we were told, that the church had at 
this time between two and three hundred members. 
On the day following I returned to Limerick, and 
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certain brethren kindly rej^iaired my carriage at their 
own expense. Having sent appointments to Weac^ 
quarterly meeting, and also to the north part of Vein 
monty I left brother Van Tuyl, expecting to meet bn^ 
in Sutton, Vt., and preached in the evening at Wec^' 
corner in Parsonsfield. The school-house was fiUe4> 
about fifty stood without, and though the evenix^ wa« 
cold, they con;tinued to hear till the discourse wa« 
closed. Many wept, and several witnessed for Goct 
Monday evening, 1 spoke to three or four hundred ki 
Sandwich; after which I received an interesting le^ 
ter from a young man of that town, who informed me, 
that at the meetings I had lately attended in that plaee, 
his mind was much wrought upon by the Spirit; tk«l 
he had been brought to repent of his sins, and that 
now his heart was filled with the love of Go4* &e« 
' O that the Lord may bless and keep him in the Irutb 
of Jesus.' 

On Thursday I spoke to aik attentive assembly in 
New-Hampton ; and the next day had an ap^ntmenl 
in Andovcr at 10 o^clock, A. M. I understood the 
distance to be dfteen miles, and at the dawn of day 
two brethren accompanied me on my way; but instead 
of fifteen miles, we fouoMd the /distance to be twenty** 
seven. We rode without stopping, and at twelve 
o'clock, noon, arrived at the place. The assembJ(y 
had dispersed, so a meeting was again notified, aM 
about fifty assembled, to whom I spoke with little 
freedom: ' Still, O liordi thy iways are just, and it is 
good for me to be abased before thee.' In the eve«> 
ning I preached in Wilmot, after. which brother SiDith>» 
a young preacher that had accompanied me from N^w-v 
Hampton, gave a good exhortation. In this meet* 
ing, I drank a mixed cup of joy and sorrow: somCi 
however, appeared to obtain a blessing. Next t\ 
went to Bradford, and met an afiectionate reception,-; 
Here I learned with joy, that God wcms again pouring 
out his Spirit on this people, and that eighty persona, 
had professed to pas^ from death unto life. Severi^ 
of the converts, I understood, dated their awakening 
from the revival in this place nearly five years before* 
Sabbath, Oct. 26, I enjoyed freedom in preaching t^ 
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a large asseaiibly. The people heard Beriously, and 
ttoany rejoiced m God, In the evening I held another 
meeting; and many were happier than the kings of 
the earth. The next day I had a solemn parting with 
the brethren;* then went to Fishersfield, and preached 
at the house of £lder Timothy Morae. The people 
A^ this plaoe also, had lately been blessed with some 
ABformation, and on this occasion, I believe Jesus met 
Il4th us. Tuesday, I preached in Enfield; and on 
Thursday rode fifty-nine miles to Lisbon, and preach* 
ittd in the evening. My soul was happy. On the day 
foUowing, I crossed the Connecticut river, and at- 
tended a meeting in a ball-room at Waterford. Some 
wept, others rejoiced, and thougHt ^hi^ a gop4 meet- 
ing ; but to me it was a dark time. 
' On Saturday I was joined by brother Van Tuyl. 
We proceeded to Elder Daniel Quinby's, in Lypdon, 
«nd i^erie received in the name of the Lord. The 
i^ext day Elder Q. accompanied us to Sutton, where, 
thoMgh the inorning was rainy, about four hundred 
]^opie a^seaibled in the meeting-house built by El^er 
John Colby. A large number of this assembly were 
disciples of Jesus. In the fbrenoon I spoke fVom 
]iMu^:6,7,8: and in the afternoon from Mark 16: 
1«5,I6. In both meetings, I believe the Lord stood 
4it my righl b^nd «nd blessed the word of truth. In 
die evenlio^ we were nccompanied by Elder Johathan 
Woodmaii ^d wife, to the bouse of brother David 
Colby, a piseaeber pf thp gospel, and a brother to 
John Goll^y, who now rests from his labours. We 
held a lyieefing ii| tbe neigbbpurhood, and tarried at 
the dwelling of brother Colby. |n this bouse, Elder 
J. Gqlhy Mved in youth, find from it, commenced his 
extensive travels and goapel )abpur«, which wore out 
bis liie in the mor|iiii|( ef )iis days. My mind was 
$lled with so^ema refieiotioii, whi]^ viewing the places 
that had witnessed his ieare, and lodging in the room, 
which be finished for his pfftee of vest, (|tudy, and de- 
votion. )n tbp ivyprning we ¥i8ile4 hi9 father, Dea. 
TiKimas Colby, whom we found in the evening of 
life, strong in the Lord, ai|d waiting in full expecta- 
tion of the leirt that his sop, i^d sQoie Q(h^r9 af )lil 
2d^ , 
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family, have gone to enjoy. After a short and agreed 
able visit, we returned with Elder Woodman, froiw^ 
who]^ we received i^ome favours. **It is more bhsHd' 
to give than to receive." 

Our interview with £}der Woodman wtts interest-' 
ing. He had just returned from Montpelier, whertf ' 
he had served as chaplain to the legislature in its last' 
session. He was called to the ministry at an eari^' 
age, and through the blessing of Grod, his labour9 
have been very useful. He is still but a young man. 
For the sake of Zion, may his life be continued long 
on the earth. Monday, in the forenoon, he accom- 
panied us to Lyndon, where we enjoyed a solemn* 
season in the worship of God. Elder Quinby made 
me a present of some cloth. We attended a meeting 
in the evening at Wheelock. Though it was dark 
and rainy, about two hundred assembled, to whom I 
spoke with little freedom; but some, I understood^ 
were comforted. On Tuesday forenoon, we helda 
meeting in the north part of Danville. It was a sol- 
emn season, yet if the Lord sent us to this place, it* 
might be said to the people, '' i was a hungered, and 
ye gave me no meat: — I was a stranger, and ye took 
me not in;'* for no one invited us to take any refresh- 
ment-^so we proceeded on our way in the rain. But > 
it is enough that the servant be as his Lord. In the 
evening, we had a dull meeting in the Methodist chap- 
el at Danville Green. Continuing our journey, we 
attended meetings in Tbpsham, Orange, Corinth, 
Tunbridge — and on Saturday arrived at Randc^ph; 
These opportunities w«re blessed of the Lord*. * O, 
that I may meet some fruits of them in heaven.' 

Babbath, Nov. 9, 1828, I preached with freedom 
to about seven hundred people in Randolph, from F9. 
50:21,22. They tvere generally solemn, and many* 
wept. We were aflfeotionately received in brother 
Arnold's family, who, wkh other brethren and friends, 
communicated to us Hberfilly such things as we need* 
ed. May the Lord reward" their kindness. In the 
afternoon. Elder Ziba Pope accompanied us twelve 
miles to Bethel, whefe I preached in the evenings. 
We tarried at am imi, and in the morning Elder Pope * 
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kindlj paid eur bill. We then pmrted wilk bim, eross* 
ed the Green mountains to West Rutland, and on the 
iie^lt day preaehed in Kingsbury, bat had a dark, try* 
Ing time. Yet the saying of our Lord, ^* Blessed are 
Aepoar in ijNrti," &c., comforted me. We next held 
meetings in WiUon and Broad Albin; and on Satur* 
day arrived at Pkiinfield, N. Y. Sabbath forenoon, 
we enjoyed a good season at the Free Communion 
Saptist meeting-house in Winfield, and in the after* 
noon, I preached to a few in the Seventh-Day Baptist 
meeting-house at Brookfield. We tarried the next 
day with my friend S. Gardner, and held a mee^g 
at his house. But alas! how had seven years changed 
the scene— «nd how different was the general state of 
feeling from what it was eight years before, when 
sino^rs were Hocking to Jesus! As the converts 
w^re not gathered into any particular church, they 
had beeome greatly scattered. Some had joined di& 
ferent denominations, some had back^idden, some had 
removed, and some had gone ' the way of all the earth.' 
While viewing the di^rent state of things, I exclaim** 
«d with sorrow, " How is the gold beeome dim! how 
is the most fine gold changed!'^ The godly man 
hath ceased, and the voice of devotion hath faltered 
on tile lips of the convert. The Lord gave me free-p 
dem- in spedcing ; yet a cloud of thick darkness seen^ 
«d to hang over the people, and Zion appeared to b6 
4;lothed with mourning. Yet I had a witness that my 
garments were clear from the blood of siniiers in 
Brookiield. 

Wednesday, Nov. 19, we pppeeeded to Norwich, 
and were kindly received by brother Biehmond and 
fbmiiy. A small number had obtained a hope, and 
six had been baptized since my former visit. In the 
evening we held a meetings and the next day went to 
an appointment at the white meeting-house on the 
Unadilla river; but the day being stormy, the door 
was locked, and only one person appeared. We 
kneeled on the steps, united in prayer, and then de- 
parted. Soon we net witi» several whose attention 
had been attracted, and they solicited us to return. 
The door being o^ned, abrat twenty assembled, and 
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I spoke from Luke 10:42. Returning to brother 
Rtchmdnd's, I prettehed again at biir house, iT<»a 3' 
Pet. 1:19: ^* Wekaveidio a more «ttne word of pro^^p*^ 
eey; whereurdo ye do wtll tiuii ye tmke he$d,'^ S^c. After 
sermon many spoke in the Spirit, and we enjoyed ^ 
blessed refreshing from our heavenly Father. * O that 
all would praise the Lord: He is worthy to be adcnredt 
by ' every diing that htth bireatii/ ' 

On Friday we held a meeting in E^tion, and wei^ 
again blessed with the free Spirit. We proceeded Uk 
Fabius and taarried over the Sabbath. I gave tw«i' 
discourses, and brother Van Tuyl erne. We also ha4 
the privilege of hearing a sermon from Elder Fuffey, 
a Methodist preacher, who had treated- me kindly itt 
Canada six years before. Monday we met a largo 
assembly in Spafibrd, and saw some signs of a good 
work. One eakl, that wkwn we came to this place 
before, she was in her sins, but the Lord sent the 
word to ker heurt, -and she believed he had converted 
her soul. After pleaching in the north part of the 
town, we held ineetiags, wm we proceeded, in Ei4 
bridge, Gate, fmd Ments. The church in Gate con* 
sisted of about sixty members, and was gathered under. 
the labours of sister Wiatd, ^ female preacher. It had 
been under the care of Elder B)akesly, who deported 
this life about two mo^hsbefoite. We understood h« 
met his change with composure, and in fuU oiKpectar^ 
tion of acceptance in heaven. Friday, Nov. 28, w^.' 
arrived at my father 's> und, unexpectedly} found my. 
sister, whom we lefl at the point of death, still alivO;*. 
Her lie«dth was partially restored, and she appeared 
much concerned for the salvation af her soul. 

Sabbath^ Nov. 30, though labounng udder muoh^ 
indisposition, I attended two me0tiugs in Junius; and^ 
the next day, on our way to Cana^daigua, prf ached 
to a few in Waterloo with freedom. We wete afieo«f 
tionately received by our frietids in Oanandaigua. 
Here brother Yan Tuy) lad me, aqd returned to hia 
parents in JeriiLselem* Paring tlie time he had ac* 
Qompanied me, he generatly labov^red uiMler great trh- 
als respecting his duty in the church^ He prayed 
ffiv^ch, mid aopetiiQ^, nfter the journey of the day« 



4||MMit half Ihe night in SQfipliQi^oii to God. Still. he 
•Mwaed to hsve aa dee|» n seiiye of his unworthiness, 
as any Christian I ever saw. But afaowt the tkne of 
mir return, he beGame settled in Uie belief, that 6o4 
had called him to the gospel ministry, and that he 
would strengthen hkn in obedience. He had geaer-. 
ally spoken by exhortation; but now he reselyed ta 
give, himself up to God, and venture forth preaching 
lAie doctrine of the goap^, and his peace became set- 
Uad. We had jomtnejed with each other fifteen bun-. 
4lred miles: our hearts were knit together, and we en»*. 
joyed the sweetest uoion: yes, we truly knew the joy^ 
«f Christian friendship. Previous to our sepaiatioQj^ 
we retired and joined in solemn prayer. 



CHAPTER XX* 

Particuiars ofmg tramls, S^c. far five numA/B^ after my 

retuam from J^ew^Englmnd, 

Saturday, Dec. 6, 1828, 1 attended monthly meet- 
ing with the church in Canandaigua, and our hearts 
were comforted together. I continoed in the town 
n few days, and held several meetings. In the first 
of these, it pleased the Lord to send the word with 
power to the heart of a young man who had been 
much opposed to Gvod and his people. In a prayer 
meeting soon after this, he manifested his desire to 
leave all for Christ. Others also became serious, and 
atn encouraging prospect caused joy to spring up in 
our imparts. 

Puring this month, I went to the Holland Purcbaae, 
visited many ehorehes, and enjoyed some precious 
aeasona. In Clarkson and Parma, a good revival 
had commenced under the labours <^ £lder £li Han» 
ntbal, and was progressing gloriously. In the last of 
the month I returi^ eastward, and on Saturday and 
Sabbath, Jan. 3 md 4« 1829, attended the Ontario 
quarterly meeting at Galen. Several were awakened 
^jxd one hopefully converted. It was said that no 
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cession of this quarterly menting had been so imteri- 
eating as this. Several receiTeil letters of comment 
datioa to preach the gospel, and three churches, eon- 
iaiaiag about ninety membere, were received into the 
quarterly meeting. 

From Galen, I. returned to Canimdatgua, and, tt» 
my great joy, I found an increasing^ attention to ih% 
things of God* On the 9ih and lOth of January, sev^ 
<eral others, with myself, Went from Ganandaigua 1^ 
attend the Benton quarterly meeftiiig at Middlesex. 
Among the number was the young roan, that wub 
awakened at my first meeting after my return from N. 
.£i^[laiid, and also his companion, whom he had just 
married. She was also seeking the Lord. We en- 
joyed a comforting season through the meeting, an4 
^t the close the young man's wifb was brought into 
liberty. On Monday we returned to Ganandaigua^ 
and in the evening had a meeting. After several had 
spoken, the young man said, it had been a subject of 
much query with him, why he did not find a pardon 
of his sins. *^ But," said he, *' I have concluded, it 
is because I have not given up my young eompan- 
' ions, for still I fear their persecuti<ms and dread their 
vain laughter .'T— I wiU give them up." Then he fell 
on his knees and solemnly bid his associates fareweH", 
declaring, that by the help of God, he would go with 
them in sin no longer. He arose, sat awhile, then 
fell again on his knees, and said, '* O Lord God, then 
hast converted my companion, and why may not ray 
•poor soul be converted!" Soon his voiee seemed to 
falter, and after a little pause, he .said, '* Lord, H 
begins to come ; I thank thee — but there is some bui^ 
den yet left; Lord, take it all away." He seemed to 
plead with God, as a man pleadeth to the face of a 
friend, till his burden was all removed. Then he 
arose and praised the Lord aloud, and took every us- 
eonverted person in the assembly by the hand, and 
exhorted ea^h to forsake sin, and begin with him to 
«e^k for immortality. I never saw the hand of God 
more visible in the eonversion of a soul, than in this 
instance. The assembly was small, and there was 
niot one,^vhose heart was unmoved, or that refused to 
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bend tbe knee. From tkis time the seriousness of 
several began to increase. 

Having been appointed, with brother Wm. Van 
Tuyl, bj the Benton quarterly meeting, to travel and 
preach with the churches once in two weeks, I com-^ 
menced my first tour on Saturday, Jan. 24, and spoke 
fo a crowded assembly in Italy ; and on the Sabbath 
addressed a large uid solemn assembly in Poultney. 
iSabbath evening, we had a conference meeting that 
was rather dull. AHer this I held a meeting in the 
south part of the town, but not more than a third part ' 
pi the people could get into the house. My mind was 
}ed to speak on the ninth chtoter of Romans, and it 
pleased the Lord to give me freedom. I met appoint* 
ments at Mount Washington and Jersey. But few 
Attended the latter, and the greater part of those 
seemed to be hardened through the deceitfolness of 
isin. Thursday, I spoke to a crowded assembly in 
Catlin, and enjoyed some of the divine presence. * O 
4hat I possessed more!' Next day I preached in 
Milo, and many tears were shed. I attended month-^ 
ly meeting with the church in this place, and thougK 
our number was small, the< Lord made us happy, and 
we rejoiced, that God doth not restrict his blessing^ 
lio a multitude of people. Friday evening I attended 
•a meeting in Benton. 

> Sabbath, Feb. 1, 1829, was as beautiful a winter 
iday, as I ever saw. It seemed to me that the earth 
Jivas full of the glory of the Lord. I spoke to a con- 
mderable asseo&ly in Milo, and in the latter part of 
4he meeting much solemnity rested on the people. * O 
that men would give ^' earnest heed ^* to the things 
which belong to their eternal peace, in the day of 
^heir visitation.* My health had become so impaired 
by my excessive labours, that I thought it duty to rest 
a little, and refused the entreaties of some friends to 
attend a meeting in the eventng. But, notwithstand- 
ing, they gave out the appointment. I endeavoured 
-to speak to the people, though in much weakness, and 
with little liberty. During the five days following, I 
>preaehed once in Barrington, and five times in Mid- 
dlesex. In the last of these meetings, a very wicked 
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Inan kneelied. The mbrning afl^r, another mail cjore-* 
nanted to seek the Lord, and soon after was convert* 
«d, and baptized. 

Saturday, I returned to Caaandaigiia and attended 
hionthly meeting. Several mobrners spoke and r^ 
(quested the prayers of the saints. A line of appoint^ 
ments was about to call me from the place; but, aa 
the prospect was so prDmising, I thought it duty to 
tarry and labour with the people. On Sabbath mor^ 
ning one of the brethren went to a meeting in Middle^ 
^ex, twenty miles distant, and engaged Elder Wire 
to attend my appointments. But I had a dark, trying 
time while speaking to the people, insomuch that 1 
regretted having sent for Elder Wire. He arrived 
toward evening, filled with joy. We met again for 
worship^ and for communion. Every cloud was re- 
moved, and we sat together in a heavenly place in 
Christ. It fell to my lot to preach, and aa soon as I 
had closed, a daughter of a noted deist, confessed her 
need of salvation, her determination to seek it, and 
desired our prayers. After this, Elder Wire preach- 
ed a good discourse, which had a quickening inflii- 
lence. Then we partook of the holy supper, and 
ivere happy. 

Next morning, Elder Wire left, to attend my ap^ 
pointments for about one month, and I staid in Can* 
lindaigua and gave myself up to the work. For four 
days I visited and prayed from house to house, and 
rejoiced to find a few resolved to seek salvation. I 
attended two meetings, in one of which I s^oke from 
the saying of Certain Greeks; *' Sir, ive toould see Ji-- 
91M." A desire to see Jesus waa increased in the 
ininds of some, several mourners kneeled, their cries 
and g,roan9 were heard through the assembly^ and 
one wad converted. ' Gloty to the Lord for this.' 

On Saturday and Sabbath I attended an appoint- 
ment of £lder Wire in PoUltney, enjoyed a good 
reason in monthly meeting, and spoke to a crowded 
tesembly. Sabbath evening, idhortly after I coni'- 
Inenced speaking, the assembly was thrown into •con- 
fusion, by a fal^ alartn ot'foref* The mistake wa3 
tooon discovered, and We had a good meeting. 
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In the earlf part of the week I held three meetings 
lA Cftaandaigua; flome mourners confessed their lost 
estate, and one professed to be born of God. I vis» 
j^d •> m&n that had been sick the greater part of tw6 
j/ears. and was now given over by his phjdician. He 
said, that he had never been confined a day till this 
aickness; yet he had neither feared, nor served God^ 
und now he was confident he had but few days to 
live— *wa« still unprepared, and had awAil fears of the 
elMBge to which he was swiftly hastening. With bit^^ 
ter weeping, he lamented hid neglect, and cried ftd 
God fx>r mercy, and asked others to pray for him. 
Alas I what multitudes thus neglect God, and are fill* 
ed with confusion when death begind to cast its 
gloomy shade around them. They see the end of 
their associates, yet refuse to take warning, till they 
themselves are plunged into the same wo. '* O thai 
men were wiae, that they would consider ihevr tathr end!^^ 
Friday, Feb. SO, brother William Van Tuyl had an 
appointment to preach with us; but as he did not 
come, I gave a discourse. We enjoyed a favoured 
season; two mourners spoke, and requested prayers. 
Our meetings on the Sabbath were solemn. I gave 
a discourse frgm Jer. 8:20: " The harvest is past^ 
iht summer is ended, and we are not saved, *' 

On Tuesday I lefl Canandaigua to go to the SUs** 
quehanna river, intending to return immediately. I 
was informed at Waterloo, that brother William Van 
Tuyl was sick with the mumps, which was the reason 
he did not attend his appointment. On Thursday 
evening, I arrived at the house pf Elder E. Dodge 
in Dryden, and here I heard, '* William Van Tuyl 
is deadV^ For a few minutes, I waiS slow of heart to 
believe;" then the reality rushed Upon me like a 
flood; and for half aQ hour, grief so overcame bie, 
that I could scarcely retain my breath. * William 
was dear to me, and it seemed but yesterday that he 
held my hand and prayed hj my side. — 1 felt that 
the hand of the Lord had Indeed touched me. Wil- 
liam, my companion i^ travel, and in the bonds of 
the gospel, \» gone; wA I shall not see him again 
till I go to the other worl^; O what a satisfaction it 
26 
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would be, eottid I have one mofe cohveraation with 
him. But no! if I visit his grave, it will be silent r* 
and if I speak at his tomb, it will not answer me.- 
William was my friend. I knew of none on eairth' 
that loved me more. Many a half night have we 
spent together, when the fields witnessed our devo- 
tions, and the Lord heard our prayers. I anticipated 
comfort with him in days to come. But now he is 
cut off from life at the early age of twenty-three. 
And O, how suddenly was he called! In the vigour 
of health, and in the strength of youth, he has fallen.' 
JLieaving Dryden, I rode more than twenty miles^ to 
Owego, without stoppinig; and for several miles I 
could not refrain from weeping aloud. But my mind 
was calmed by composing the following lines, which 
I wrote afler stoppkig for the night. 

# William, WIHa^, art thou gone 

To thine eternal home f 
And hast thou joined the heaYenly ^b];OBg 

Around G6d'& shining throne ? ^' 
But yesterday,' thou wast with me» 

And each we did embrace; 
Together^, t^en, we bent the knee,. 

And sought our Saviow's face. 
When one was sad, the other sigh'd. 

Then both with grief were pi^essM : 
When one was glad, our tears were dried, ^ 

And both as one were bleas'd. 
How oft we took the pleasant walk, 

To 6elds, the grove, or barn. 
That we at heaven's door might knock > 

And be secure from harm. 
Tho' parted oft, by time and place, 

I never knew it miss, 
But that, when I beheld thy face. 

Thou gav 'fit the holy kiss. 
WiUiaip, my brother and friend. 

Why hast thou died so soon ? 
Why did thy beauteous morning end. 

Before it reached the noon 1 
O, were it not for Zion's waste, 

Gladly Td gone with thee. 
From trying scenes of earth made haste, 

With thee, my liOr.d to se'e. 
Biit stop, my p^n — What dosi thott writet 

la Wmam Van Tuyl deudf 



Ah jrea! 1m*8 g^e from morUl «igbl, 

And far from earth has fled, - 
O that it were a dream of sleep, , 

From which I might awake; 
Th»a I, with joy, would cease to weep, 

And eoontel with thte take. 
3ut 0, alas! it's surely true. 

That death has drawn the line. 
And thou hast bid thy friend adieu. 

To meet no more in time. 
Fai>6well, then, to tb« pleasing scenes 

That I've enjoyed with thee^ 
Short is the time that intervenes 

And I thy face shall see. 

Sabbath, March 1, J held two meetings in Drydea; 
tind the Tuesday following arrived at Canandaigua, 
where I tarried till the next Sabbath. We had meet- 
ings every day, and enjoyed happy seasons. On Sat* 
urday, Elders Wire and Borden met with us in monthly 
conference, and it was a time of. refreshing to 9ur 
souls. Two related their experience and received the 
fellowship of the church. On the Sabbath, Elder 
Wire preached with power. Another, on relating hex 
experience, was received, and it became my delight^, 
ful duty to baptize the three. Elder Borden preached 
in the evening, and we were favoured with the divine, 
presence. 

In the early part of the week, I went, by request, 
to visit a revival in Greece, near Rochester; and at- 
tended a conference, which was conducted as these 
useful meetings generally are in times of reformation. 
I had an interview with Elder B. Howard^, under 
whose labours I understood the revival commenced. 
He had been ordained in the Christian order, but, 
was not at this time, connected with any sect. He 
professed to hold the Bible as his only criterion of 
Christian duty, to hold fellowship with all saints, and 
appeared very friendly. He had gathered a church 
of fifty or sixty members, which, with him, endured 
inuch opposition. He said, it was thought one hun- 
dred in the vicinity had exp^^rienced a saving change 
within four months. I preached thrice in the revival, 
with much freedom, and rejoiced to hear the converts 
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praise the Lof d. They were mmh engaged ; Uieir tcth^ 
timoniea were in the Spirit, and in quick suceeaaloa. 

Returning to Canandaigua, I spent the Sabbath, 
March 15, with the church. Our evening meeting 
was rendered very solemn by the power of God. Five 
mourners spoke in a very affecting manner, aad eac- 
pressed much anxiety to find salvation. At the close 
of the meeting, twenty persons promised to observe 
the next day as a solemn fast. Then a yotii^ ooa*' 
vert, who had acknowledged that the scriptures re- 
quired him to be baptized, but had neglected this 
commandment, because he felt no particular impres*- 
sion to obedience, arose, and said — ^that he now con- 
sidered it his duty to keep all his Lord's precepts^ 
and, as the next day was appointed for a fast, he 
would follow his Lord in baptism. Accordingly, at 
the hour appointed, the people assembled, and the 
Lord met with us. The young man was baptized, and 
became a useful member of the church ; * O Lord, 
he]p him and me to follow thee till death.' 

After holding another meeting in Canandaigua^ I 
commenced a second tour through the churches of. 
the Benton quarterly meeting. I attended a meeting 
in Italy, and on the Sabbath, preached in Poultney. 
Some signs of a revival had caused joy in the church. 
In this place I met with brother Maxey Butlingaoie, 
a young preacher from R. I. ; and accompanied him 
to a small village at the head of Crooked lake. In 
the evening, he delivered an impressive discourse to* 
an attentive assembly. Afler this I preached with 
the churches in the south part of Poultney, Mount 
Washington, and Jersey. On Friday I met an as-^ 
sembly at the school-house in Milo, where brother 
Van Tuyl had preached his last discourse. To me, 
this was a solemn meeting. I stood in the place 
once occupied by him, and with many tears gave vent 
to the feelings of my heart. I tarried the night at the 
house of brother Randolph, where William closed hi^ 
eyes in death. The family gave roe the following 
]>articulars :~^Afler returning from his appointment, 
he laid himself on the bed, and said, ^' I shall notaore 
^ri$e.'* They then sent twelve miles to his parents^ 



«!QHm1 informed tiiein of his sitnatioa. When hw mother 
4lttteiied his apartment, she was snrppised at hk feeble 
appearance, and exciahned, ''O WiNiam, my son,* 
do yott think yon shall get wetW He replied, ** Dear 
mother, it coneefne me lititle, whether I live or die.'^ 
HariBg taken cold, while travelling to meet his ap- 
pointments, his disorder was past cure. He endured 
sevave distress with much patienoe, and often ex- 
pressed his willingness to depart. He adjusted his 
temporal ooneorns with calmness, and gave a suit of 
<3lothes to a poor preacher. His constitution was 
■iMterally strong, but in one week it yielded to the 
■violettce of disorder, and he approached the gate of 
«toath. His friends, seeing that be was failing fast, 
■ftsked him the state of kts mind. Being unable tq 
talk, he requested a hymn book, and|, pointed them to 
Ihe twenty-seventh hymn, of the first book of Dr. 
Watts, as expressive of his feelings. 

*• Death may dissolve my body now. 

And bear my. aptrit home ; ^ 
Why 4o my- iniiMitef. mova vo bIw(^ 

Jfor my deliverer come." &c. 

. DuBttg bi^ .piickness, he had not once expressed a 
vdesire to {npi^oYer; but seemed to risjoice in the ex« 
ptectation of ^ change. And being asked if he felt 
willing to depart, he said, '•' Yes.'' Tl!(is w.as his last 
ivord; then, ^th sw^ composure in hi% countenance, 
\k0 lifted his hand 4o^'fi!T4 t^^aven, — it fell 09 his bo* 
som, and he sui^ in ihe endj^races of d^atb.. He had 
requested th^t I shotild preach at his funeral; but his 
parents not k^owiJig where they could find me, called 
so £)der JBig^ali, ^ho deliy§rf d 11 i^qion o^ the oc- 
eAsion* 

Pf eyious to kie jouniey 4o New-Bngiands he bad 
intended to study medicvie, an^d made an engagement 
tor that pii^rpose ; but, at tW yearly meeting in Mid<* 
dlesex, the earpesjt re^estn far prec^cl^iiq;. th^ were 
presented fri^n i^hHost fvfufty direotipn, touched hie 
heart» and reminded him of bie^. call. Retiring with 
^e to a fie)d, b^ fel^ osn his face, and fox a long time^ 
wept alau4; then he covenanted to abandon his tern* 
p^ral prospects asid gig|i^nit ^i^juieif tf^ C^od. 4^IL|f 
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retitnihig from New-England, tall kk last sickaesff^ 
he preached constantly, with freedom, and to general' 
satisfaction. I saw him for the laatttime at^he Jtin«- 
uarj term of the Benton quarterly meeting, and tben^ 
expecting to meet soon^ we parted without bitdUtng 
each other farewell. Thus thousands of friends sep*^ 
arate, expecting soon to see each other, but meet net 
again in this irorld. On 8at«tfday m«ming I spent' 
more than two hours at his grave in solemn reHeoticm; 
and felt that it was better for me to go to the tomb of- 
a friend, than to visit the house of mirth, 

I held four meetings in Milo, and one in Barrinfften; 
and on Wednesday, preached near brother Ira Haw« 
ley's in Middlesex. Signs of revival in this vicinity 
had encouraged the brethren, and ten now covenanteli 
. to seek the Lord. Some of them wept aloud, and wpk* 
peared to be near the kingdom of God. Shortly si^ 
terwards, I understood that the greater part of -these 
had professed to find Christ I held meetings in twoi 
other neighbourhoods in Middlesex, and on Saturday 
returned to Canaddaigua. I commenced my late 
journey with a wagon; but in consequence of a fall 
of snow on the first Sabbath, I was under the neees- 
sity (^borrowing an old sleigh; which I used ten-days, 
and in the time travelled a circuitous tevr of one bun* 
dred miles. The ground being bare half of this dis- 
tance, I walked the greater part of the way; and was' 
obliged to pay nearly seven dollars for the vse of ih^ - 
sleighs This is a specimen of the frequent expenses 
ef an itinerant preacher, who will not let small iiSk-* ' 
cutties cause him to disappoint an assembly. 

Saturday, April 4, I attended monthly meeting at 
Canandaigua, preached on the Sabbath, and baptizect 
a yonng convert, who was added to the ohnr^h. The 
church was happily united; and, though the revival 
had ceased^ to spread, there were several serieqs in-» 
quirers, and their sighs and groans frequently gave 
additional solemnity %o our meeting*. Would te God 
that all the ehurehes were like those of the apos^^ 
tolic age!'*^hen would the %ht of Zieifc brealc fbrtk 
as the memii^: she would enlarge her borders^ 
and become the- joy ef the whole emtli.- * O Jesuvyt 



luuKen this cksired d«f, and Ay imnie erhall hare the 
glory.' 

On Monday I went to Phelps, and -preached in the 
evening; the day followittg, I visited my father, and 
learned that Jnnins had heen divided into fbur towns; 
and therpart whioh centained my former residence waa 
called Tyre. In the evening I enjoyed a solemn sea* 
eon in preaehtng at Galen. Wednesday, I held a 
meeting in Rose, and in the evening addressed a 
fiolenm assembly at Admm^s stand in Woloott. On 
Friday I preached with freedom in the south part of 
Scriba, iemd the day following was blessed with a re* 
freehing.hi the ndrth part of the town. Sabbath, 
April 12, a crowd of people assembled at the latter 
plaee, and I tried t6 preach, bnt was nraeh closed in 
epkit. Nearly a year had passed since my last visit 
to this town. Though the church had enjoyed little 
preaching in the time, its members remained stead- 
ihel; and of the twenty-three that I baptised, I believe 
none liad turned back after Satan. This ^ave me 
much joy. Though the town had been visited by a 
Tery general sickness, attended with many instances 
of mortality, the eharoh had regularly continued their 
monthly meetings. Sunday evening, I preached in 
New-Haven, and the next day to a large assembly in 
Soriba, where the Lord favoured me with liberty. 
On Tuesday il held two meetings; in one, eleven 
mourners came fbrward lor prayer. During the re-^ 
manning part of the week, I held three meetings in 
New-Haven and Mexico, and one in Soriba; also 
(attended monthly meeting with the second church,^ 
and enjoyed a happy season. Two young people re^. 
lated their experience and desired to be baptized. 
Sabbath, April 19, I spoke to a large assembly frotd 
Pe.'4lkl3, 14: and baptized three, who were added; 
to the ehnrch. We then communed and washed each 
other's feet. All the exercises were attended by the 
good Spirit, and ft was a day of gladness. I tw^ my 
leave of the brethren, went to the south part of tha 
town, and preached in the evening with nnusua) free*, 
dom. 

On Menday I aitlended a meeting three miles south 
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of'O^w^go villife* ' Ad it eoitaitittaG^d, a ymimoit 
shower arose, and I spoke from Matt. 24:27: ^*For 
m$ ike Ugktwing ciometh out of the ^mI, and $hineth «ven 
twto the yie$l; .«o 9kBdl aiso the covmmg af the Sancffmm 
be,*' The Spivit moved on the people, and the fre* 
quent fla#h%»iof lightnixi^ iUut^rated Ih^ solemn.- sub*? 
jeet. In the three dajs ibllowins;, I preaohed in Vie*^ 
tory and Gato^-^proioeeded to Weedtsport, and wai 
affectionately reeved by hvother Joseph Finek.. Ha 
had been edficailt^d ibr a JLawyier, mid now, with hrs 
wife aa() a daughter,, was a meinher of ihe church it 
G§tp. Though they ^ived at a liiatance from theie 
brethren, they appear^ to ioi^ie the ImiiibJe way^r^ 
ware striat in their attendance oii family prayer, momh 
ing and evening. £very child, ;servaql, and visitant, 
was required to attend the ewercises. A part of -^iia 
fanadiy, with myself, was about togo toan eveatog 
meeting ; but, lest some should retire before our re^t 
turn, or be tofr weary to fa^ profited, t^ey were caiM 
tog^hei^ for family devotion, ' 0^ tbat owery Chs^iSff 
tian would k^ep ftuch' oi^r^ and koaour the household 
altar.' }f aU we^e thus faithful, what good would cer 
suit to the rising genecation! How many nsight ha 
ponveried, that for want thereef^ wiU probaWy dia m 
their sins, aad stpk to evarlas^ng ruia^ 

Sabbath, I preached in ^paffbvdj and many were 
inuch affected. A young maia ' said, . that during « a 
discourse in my last visit, con^ictioo toudbked )m^ 
hearty and he reSoWed to seek tha Iiord till ha should 
find salvation, He flalated his expar^e^ce for. bap- 
tism, and was received by the charah. In. the aflarr 
noon, I preached with the second churoh in Spafibrd^ 
and baptized the youn^ man. On .Monday I went ta 
Conquest, and attended a. meetiag of busiJiess to. set- 
tle a 4ii|ictflty in the church of Cato. aad ConipiQrti 
accasioned by ^n impostor, wbem.Miey had r^oi^ed 
without lettera of coguneadation, ju%ing. from hia 
wn testimony, and hi% app^MmM^mc^ that he was ^ good 
man. The reauU of thist meatiiig w^|it;» that thet church 
generally became convinced ha was. a ^^eivar, anit 
agreed to hold no fellowship with him. Sut, four mean-: 
|[e^rs i^aff^ ■d^f^'!^®^' wk^ tbM 4^^iou, i^d w^hc 



dr«vir from the chardn— took part with the importor 
lor a few months, when he got drunk, and conducted 
90 wickedly that he was pat into the etate's jwisoJH). 
'TJien, I understood, they gAve him up, and cochin*' 
ded that be was a bad maa*. This is one instance, 
•among aeveral within my knowledge, in which chttrcheii 
Juave suffered, and the cause has been brought into 
iooatempt, by the reception of a stranger without 
••liable letters of commendation. Some good people 
have thought them to be unnecessary, and have sup- 
posed that they possessed a spirit of discernment, 
which enabled them to know « man's heart by bis own 
-testimony and appearance. By referring, however, 
to Acts 18:27, and 2 Cor. 3:1, it is evident, that 
letters of commendation were in use among the Apos- 
iles and pritnittve Christiana: — and it hi^y seems 
foasible,. that any Christian, ailer reflection, can sup-< 
pose himself to be so much more spiritual in discern- 
4Bekit, than the primitive Chri^ians, that he may safely 
d kyc nee with the use of ' letters of commendatiour' 

After preaching once in Conquest, I went to Tyre, 
<and found my fadher very sick. He oeuld speak wit^ 
^ffioulty, and was in constant expectation of death. 
.1 tarried a day, and then appointments called me to 
leave. I had some queries respecting duty ; but re-^ 
43Qdlectittg our Lord's reply to one, who said, '* Suffer 
•me first to go and bury my father," I concluded it 
•was d«^y to fulfil my engagements. With a sorrow- 
ittl heart, I took leave of my father, and on Friday, 
May 1, arrived at Canandaigua. On tiie day follow- 
ing, we enjoyed a good season in monthly meeting ; 
ilwo united with the church. On the Sabbath, the 
Xord accompanied his word with power to the hearts 
of mmy, and we enjoyed a pleasant season in attend- 
ing to baptism. 

A^r pveaohing once more in Canandaigua, I spoke 
te a eoagpegatioi) in Middlesex; and on Friday, May 
S', attended the Beaton iiuarterly meeting at Milo. 
X)n Saturday, the meeting wee held in a large barn ^ 
that ImkI been prepared for the ooeasion. Brother 
Bennett, who had lately removed from Vermont, gave 
II. discourse ;.iuid tt»e nm^inder of the day was ocgu> 
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^ied in esdiortctioiiB, tiiigisf, «at) piayBr, On %t\p* 
i>ath morning, the barn vmB filled, and many Ktodd 
jwithottt. Digcoumes were preaclned hj £lder Wire; 
•brother M. Burlingaoie, and myself. The assembfy 
was solemn, and gave the sirieteet attemlion^ Oa 
Monday I returned to Oanandaigita, held one meet- 
ing, and enjoyed a pleasant season ,^-^he cries of two 
mourners evinced their anxiety to find Jesus. **.fii»t» 
;good #nc2 how pleasant it ufar brethren to dwell together 
in unity P^ 



. J 



CHAPTER XXI. 

My third and fourth jawmies io the digtriet of London^ 
U> Canada f and otiter partieulars tiU «Yoo., 18d0. 

Wednbsdat, May 13, 1829, I started to go to U^ 
per Canada, appointments having been previously 
^iven ; and during the week, I attended two meetings 
in Greece, one in Clarkson, and one in Parma. In 
.Greece, a few came forward for prayer. Sabbath, 
May 17, I attended a meeting with £lder Hannibal 
in Parma, and preached on the atonement. After- 
wards this sermon was publicly opposed by some ad- 
vocates of a particular atonement. A goodly nvmber 
-of converts were present, and we enjoyed a good sea- 
json in comnHinion. A revival had lately rejoiced 
many in this vicinity, and Elder Hannibal had bap- 
tized twenty. In the evening, I preached to a crowd- 
ed assembly in Clarkson, and enjoyed freedom. The 
Lord had poured out his SfMrit in Uiis place also, and 
seven had lately been added, to the church. I attend- 
ed meetings in Bergen and Byron; and on Tue«dn,y, 
«poke l^wo hours, with freedom, to a crowded assembly 
on the town line of Batavia and Elba.. Mai^ were 
under serious impressions, and about twenty *came 
forward for prayer. Six years had passed since I la- 
boured ia a reformation in this place; and now 
iny heart again rejoiced, to find that another re*^ 
^iv^l bud qomm^ced, and Aur persons bnd i|)r^f 



A AlUmOVS ITAKBITIVX. Hi i 

tiMn coilTe)t6d. AjnoBg th^se w&s Esq. I^cHer. sott 
of Judge Foster, lately deceased. He appe&red to 
be like a- little child. - ' Glory, to the Lord, that pn^e 
Religion makes all its subjects innocent as childrf'n, 
ftnd affectionate like brethren.' Infidels have nothing 
in their gystein, that can do this. 

. I next preached twice in Royalton, and spoke td 
%n attentive assembly in the court-house at Lockport. 
On Friday, being very desirous to attend the Betha* 
ny quarterly meeting at Attica, I concluded to return 
fifty miles; though it would oblige me to travel with 
much speed to reach my next appointment, in Cana* 
da. On Saturday morning, I was present at the 
opening of the meeting. The reports from the church* 
es were very refreshing. £lder Jenkins gave a good 
disoQurse, which was followed by many spiritual tes- 
timojaies. On the Sabbath, about eight hundred peo- 
ple were present at an early hour. An interesting 
di^our^ was preached by Elder Brown. I then felt 
it duty to address the people. The Lord filled me 
with his Spif'it, all glory be to his name ! for without 
his grace, all preaching is but af '* sounding brass or 
a tinkling cymbal." In the afternoon, sermons were 
delivered by Elders Miner ahd Jenkins; also several 
weighty exhortations *from other pi*eaohers and breth'- 
rein. The meeting closed with great solemnity, and 
aeveral were apparently much profited by the services. 
In the evening, I rode eighteen miles to brother 
Barker's in Balavia; and finding the fhmily mostly 
absent at a meeting, I r^ired to rest at 11 o'clock. 
At two, I arose, and found that the fahiily returned 
.fr0ni meeting only an hour bi&fore; and, that since I 
.preaohed in the plac^ five days previous, it was be- 
lieved six or seven had been converted. Now, we 
4spoke of the loving kindness of the Lord and were 
v^ry happy < Between three and four o^clock, I went 
en my way to Canada; and, though the wedther was 
eiUromelyiwarm, I reached my appointment in South- 
woli^si Thursday at (ix o'clock, having travelled two 
hundred and fourteen miles in four days. It being; 
pw^ tlie.hoiir, brother Straiight was preaching to the 
. fi^ple > ftikd after aeimoD, I gave an exhortation. The 
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Beason was pleasant, and masy rejoiced in the'Lofsiv 
Fridaj, I held a meettng with Elder Straigtit in an^ 
other part of Southwold. In this Ticinity, dio state of 
religion was quite low; yet it pleased the " good 
Shepherd" to manifest himself to his flock at this timtfi 
and one mourner came forward for prayer. We spetft 
the Sabbath in Dunwich, and each gave a discourse, 
with considerable freedom, to a large assembly. Here 
also there was a lack of engagedness, and many 
seemed to have been chilled, as by the north wind; 
Yet, I believe the brethren generally were defet^ 
rained to strive for heaven. 

On Tuesday, I held another meeting ; and on the day 
following three brethren accompanied me tii^elve inR^i 
bn horseback in a rough road, to a Scotch settlemeitt/ 
Here we met a considerable assembly, composed mOft* 
ly of emigrants from Scotland. They spoke the Cktelie 
language, and usually heard preaching in thai to«gue 
every Subbath. The Lord gave me liberty, and^ 
though they understood English very poorly, they ap^ 
peared serious, and requested us to hold another 
meeting. We retur^ied to Danwich, and on the neiet 
day I was taken ill; but obtaining relief by an emetic; 
I went to Southwold and spoke from Rev. 3:1. We 
had a solemn, confessing time.' Many were revnred; 
epoke of their unfaithfulness, and of their duty, in a 
very feeling manner. At times there was eueh weep^ 
ing in the assembly, that it seemed enough to tench 
the hardest heart. One was awakened, and requests 
ed prayers. Friday, I held a meeting in anothei^ psrt 
•f Southwold. Some mourned, others rejoiced. 

On Saturday, I attended the monthly meeting of th«^ 
ehurch in Dunwieh. Some of the brethr^i, I imd^ 
etood, were at home, engaged in worldly cares; otfaern 
were at the raising of a building, &o. , so (hat our nuQi^ 
l»er was small; stiil we enjoyed a comfortable waiting oft 
the Lord. I endeavoured to urge upon those preeeaC; 
the impropriety of brethren's abseirting themsel¥eia 
from monthly meeting on such occasions; and re^ 
marked^ if woridliAgs, or others, wished to invite llie 
assistance of their Christian neighteure, they nsjphl 
ehoose anoitiier day, riitlier than the one eet apaH-hf 
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Ihe diuFoh for a sacred purpose. But, if worldliagB 
wUl not regard the appointment of the church, then 
Christians should well know, in such cases, which 
fxall is binding, and obey the exhortation of Paul, 
Heb. 10:25: ** Not forsaking the assembling of our- 
«elves together. " Were it not that Christians meet 
for worship, church visibility, if not Christianity ib- 
self, would soon become extinct in the earth; and this 
probably would be the consequence, should every 
Christian neglect the meetings of the church. Yet 
slrai^e it is, that there are some professed Chris- 
tians, who think themselves excusable in neglecting 
the appointments of the church. I remarked, that I 
Ibought such members as neglected meetings that are 
essential to church visibility, and attended to worldly 
ooacerns on the day of their appointment, as mucn 
violate their obligation as Christians ; and as a church 
member, as they would by profaning the Sabbath. A 
f^urch consists of individuals, and, to be as "a dty 
set on a At//,*' its members must attend worship^ bear 
ik^ir cross, and let their light shine. It is, however, 
but just to remark, that this, case was an exception to 
the general faithfulness of the brethren in Canada; 
for I have found no people that take more pains to 
iittead their meetings. ^ 

Sunday, June 7, I preached on the town line of 
Dunwich and Southwold, but my mind was in trials. 
Others, however, appeared to be happy. In the afler 
part of the day, I heard Elder J. Harris preach in 
'Southwold, from Songs, 2:3: ''As the apple-tree 
among the trees of the wood, so is my beloved among 
-Ib^ sons." The Lord poured heavenly consolation 
into my soul, and opened my mouth to praise him. 
On Tuesday I was greatly depressed with a sense of 
my on worthiness and little spirituality. ' O why this 
dull and stupid state? Why so little power in my 
preaching? and why are my labours atiepded with so 
tittle success? O Lord, revive thy work in my souL* 
At five o'clock in the afternoon; I spoke from 1 
Corinthians 1:25: '* Because (he fooliahneas of God 
i$ vn$er than men," &c. It pleased the Lord to 
^pen to ray mind the excellencies of the gospel, 
27 
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«pd refresh me with the streams that ''make ^hi4 
the city of God/' 

On Wednesday, Elder Straight and myself started 
for Oxford, to attend the annual conference of thie 
Free Communion Baptists in this province, and held 
a meeting in the east part of Westminster. We un^ 
deistood that in this neighbourhood, though thicklf' 
settled, there was scarcely a professor of Christianity^ 
While speaking to the few that attended, I was so afr 
fected with a sense of their situation, that I gave vent 
to my feelings by many tears. On Thursday, we 
met a considerable assembly in Oxford, to whom I 
spoke with freedom. 

Friday, June 12, 1829, the conference opened at 
iO o'clock, A. M., at the house of Dea. Burtch. 
Being requested to preach, I spoke from 1 Pet. 2:5. 
The Lord favoured me with one of my best seasons, 
and comforted the hearts of many. Our yearly meet^ 
ing had appointed Elder Straight and myself to attend 
this conference to open a correspondence, and, if co«^ 
venient, to effect a union with this people. They re- 
ceived us affectionately, and advised their churches 
to appoint messengers to meet in conference with .us 
in two weeks, at the house of Elder Harris. On Sat- 
urday morning a sermon was preached, and the re- 
.mainder of the day was occupied by the brethcba. 
On Sabbath forenoon, I spoke of the fulness there is 
in Christ for lost and perishing sinners, from Mat^. 
18:11: * ' For ^the Son of man is come to save that which 
was tost." In the aflernoon. Elder Straight preached 
from i I'hess. 4:16, 17, IS: '' For the Lord himself 
shall delscend from heaven toith a shout ^^^ &c. Many 
were comforted. The awakening power of God reached 
the hearts .of sinners, and several left the assembly 
under serious impresaions. We then united in c<Mn- 
munion, and had a very solemn season. 

On Monday I rode forty miles to London, and was 
kindly received by Elder Huckins and family. Next 
inorning a messen^^r came in haste, and told us ^jnat 
sister Sophronia, vfSe of Dea. Pierce, was thought 
to be dying. We hastened, and on coming near.tho 
, house, heard death-like .groans. She was in gieat 
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iHis^eiist isoon, however, her struggles abated; th^- 
gave me her hand, and called me by name, saying, 
**The Lord is good to me." I had often seen her 
when here a year before, and many times had heard 
her sing with joy in the meetings at London. But 
now the features of death marked her countenance. 
She said, she thought her time was short, and asked 
me to pray; after which I repeated the following lines 
of Dr. Watts: 

•• Death may dissolve my body now, 
And bear my fpirit home,'*&c. 

'She said ''Amen,** and desired the brethren that were 
present to sing. They began to sing the 275th hymn 
in Buzzell's collection: 

<* I know that my Redeemer lives — 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
He lives, he lives, who once was dead. 
He lives my everlasting Head.'* 

Soon she joined her hollow voice, and though her breath 
was short, and her frame trembled as though she was 
linking in death, yet she kept the tune, and sung the 
hymn through with extacies of joy. ?fever did such 
glory adorn an earthly palace, as now seemed to shine 
on the bed of death. All were in tears except the dyit 
it!| saint. O that every infidel could have witnessed 
this scene. I retired for a moment, lest I should bo 
overcome by its touching sublimity. Soon afterwards, 
«he sung the following lines with great animation: 

* O Christians, are you ready oov^ 

To crosQ the narrow flood 1 
On Canaan'ii happy shore, behold 

And sAe a smiling G^od. 
Tt> see a pilgrim as he dies 

With glory in his view, 
To heaven be lifts his longing eye*. 

And hids the world adieu! 
While friends stand weeping all around^ 

And loth to let him go. 
He shoots with Iris expiring breath* 

And leaves them all below.* 

'When she had finished, she clapped her hands and 
i^houted for joy. Language cannot describe tlie touch- 
ing glory of this scene; but the holy serenity and 
ll^venly rapture that were then witnessed amid the 



straggles of dying nature, were too deeply engn.w^m 
on the minds of the spectator to be easily forgotten. 
Her husband sat b>y her and wept bitterly. She en**' 
treated him to forbear, and exhorted him to be recoi^w 
ciled, saying, " I shall soon get through; life is sbort, 
and you will follow me in a little time." 

Immediately after this, one of her brothers arrived,, 
took her hand, and asked if she knew him. She said^ 
*' Yes, and I think I shall leave you soon." Then 
she began to grow cold, her breath grew slwrt, her- 
pulse ** faint and few" — she gasped— and all was stilL" 
The friends began putting her in a position ibr laying" 
out; but, to the astonishment of all, she opened her 
eyes, groaned, and said, *' O Lordj how longV In 
about ten minutes, she again appeared to be breath- 
ing her last — again revived, and wished to hear sing^ 
ing. Thus she continued through the day, much cKs- 
tressed for want of breath, occasionaHy growing ceJd, ' 
and apparently sinking in death, and then again few 
viving. 

At her earnest request, a meeting had been ap^- 
pointed at the house at ^ o'clock, P. M. ; but, as sto 
fell into a sleep, the assembly repaired to an adjac«n(; 
grove. The interview was impressive. In-the eve** 
ning she sung with great animation. Many specta- 
tors were deeply affected, and holy manna seemed to* 
fall upon us like the dew from heaven. £lder Hucfc^.- 
ins said to her, '* Singing wearies you; you would d^; 
better to forbear, till you receive new lungs and a* 
new voice." She replied, ** I cannot wear out in a-* 
better way." She now grew weak — ^her pulse ceasK 
ed — her limbs became motionless and entirely cold, 
and her breath short and faint. The body also be-*' 
came cold, and some parts turned purple and spotted. 
She continued in this state about six hours, and then, 
to the astonishment of all, the body regained its heat,, 
the pulse beat, and signs of life increased. I returned • 
with brother Huckins, and early next morning, a 
messenger again called us to go and see her die. We 
found her in great agony of body, but composed and 
happy in mind. She desired prayer; after which, ifed 
brethren began to sing. She attempted to join, mav-^ 
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m} ker lips, but could only occasionally utter a sound. 
Sbe continued through the day in a very happy state 
of mind » and in the afternoon sung with great anima- 
tion, 

* O »MteM» will you meet me,' &c. 

In the evening I read a chapter, and several that 
were present, sung her favourite hymn, 

* I know that my Redeemer lives** &e. 

She said, ** I can't keep from singing/^ and sung with 
them through the whole hymn. At the close, she 
clapped her hands, and exclaimed, '^ Qlory to God, 
glory, glory," &c. Her joy appeared inexpressible, 
and a cloud of glory seemed to overshadow us. She 
desired us to pray, and, though in great distress, she 
said, ** I am well." 

Thus she continued through the week, and on Sab- 
bath, June 28, I addressed a large assembly, seated 
under a temporary bower in sight of the dying saint. 
After sermon, a schoo) teacher, in an affecting man- 
ner, confessed her lost estate, and resolution to ^^tum 
m^ Uve." Next, a man of gray hairs arose, and ap- 
parently with much penitence, expressed his fears, 
that, by his sins, he was lost for ever. Then, an in- 
teresting youth, lately from Lower Canada, confessed 
with nmch -emotion, that he was a lost sinner, and 
earnestly requested the prayers of Christians. Though 
nearly the whole church was present, I think every 
member witnessed for the Lord, and we enjoyed a 
very refreshing season. On Wednesday, June 24, 
sister Pierce still remained in the same happy frame, 
and waiting every hour in cMMtant expectation of her 
change. But, to the surprise of all, she continued 
three weeks longer — and then fell asleep. 

On this day, I started for New-York in company 
with Elder Straight and his wife, and on Thursday 
evening, preached at the house of Elder J. Harris in 
Oxford. On Friday, Saturday, and Sabbiith, we at- 
tended the conference with the n^essengers of thp 
Free Communion Baptist churches. There were siii^ 
messengers from our connexion, viz. four from the 
churches in C^iuada, Elder S. and myse]f; i^nd four-» 
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teen from the Free Communioil Baptist eottnexiott^ 
Afler a full investigation of our sentiments and prac- 
tice, several resolves'*^ were passed with unafiimitj^ 
These were presented to our yearly meeting at the 
term in August following, and were approved unanx- 
mously. 

Meetings of worship, on Saturday and Sabbath, 
were interesting ; and it pleased the Lord ta bless 
the word to the awakening of some. Sabbath even- 
ing, I preached at the house of Dea. Burtch, and 
many were deeply impresised. After meeting, one^ 
in great distress, prayed for mercy a considerable 
time. Soon afterwards he found peace in believing. 
We attended a meeting in Blenheim the day follow- 
ing, and on Wednesday met about six hundred peo- 
ple in a beautiful pine grove at St. Catharines. A stand 
for the speaker, and seats for the people, had been 
prepared. I preached with some freedom, and Elder 
Straight gave an exhortation. 

On Wednesday,. July 2, we left the province, and 
in two days rode eighty miles to Greece; where, ac- 
cording to a previous engagement, we attended a 
two-days meeting on Saturday and Sabbath, July 4 
and 5. The assembly was large, the power of the 
Lord was present, and one was hopefully converted. 
Monday, I preached near lake Ontario, and baptized 
four. During four days following, I held meetings 
in Ogden, Byron, Elba, Batavia, and Attica. On 
, Saturday, July 11, I attended monthly meeting with 

* These resolves were as follows : •* First, that we find only one dif- 
ference in thcrory between the two denominations, namely, whereas the; 
Free- Will Baptists maintain that a saint, rn thiv state of probatioiVy 
may lose that grace and that character wkich constitote him 9uch, 
and thus finally perUh; the Free Communion Baptists generally main-, 
tain the reverse. Secondly, we find but one difiercnce in practice ^ 
namely, that the Free Comomnioir Baptists bare a few " written arti-^ 
cles of faith," abstract from the scripiives, while the Free* Will Bap-r 
tists acknowledge no standard but the Bible, Thirdly, agreed, that 
we do not think these difierences to be of sufficient importance to' 
warrant propriety in our maintaining absolutely separate visibility. 
Fourthly, agreed, that we bold a friendly correq^oondence with each 
nther^^" follow afler the things which make for peace" — b^ptize^' 
break bread, and ordain with each ether as occasion may require; also 
that we assist each other in church I^Murs, lw», iritb the. same Irecdoai , 
9^ thougtk W9 vere bu^ one d^onupatioQr" 
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Elder Jenkins in Mtddlebury. The house was much 
Crowded, but my heart was pained by a withholding 
among the brethren, which seemed to injure the 
meeting. This is one instance, among many, in 
which I have been burdened by a waste of much 
time in silence. Some brethren wait till they feel an 
especial impression before they will witness for the Lord. 
Thus, by following their feelings, they scarcely bear 
the cross; for would they witness for God, because 
they have the iruih and love it, and are commanded to 
*' keep not silence,^* meetings would be more useful; 
and the saints would appear in their testimony like 
*' an army u'lth banners,^^ True, a religion without 
feeling is worthless; yet, as he that will * not work 
should not eat, ' so he that will not ' ' make mention of 
the Lord,'' as he has opportunity, will dwell in a bar- 
ren land, and may oflen have to mourn for want pf a^ 
feeling heart. 

Though the Sabbath was rainy, about four hundred 
assembled. I spoke to them in the forenoon, an4 
Elder Jenkins in th.e aflernoon. We were blessed 
with the presence of the Lord. At fiYQ o'clock, P. 
M., I preached, again, but was closed in spirit and. 
much tried. * O Lord, what a worthless servant am, 
i! have mercy upon me for Jesus' sake.' On Mon-. 
day I preached at the Methodist chapel in Warsaw, 
and the Lord lifled u,pon us the light of his counte-. 
nance. Toward evening I held a meeting two miles ^ 
east of the village. My soul was filled with mourn- 
ing and pity for sinners, several of whom appeared 
to be 'seriously exercisi^d. After this, I attended 
meeting in Leicester and Moscow. The meeting in, 
the latter place was a precious time. The Loi:d, had 
lately visited this vicinity in mercy, and forty persons, 
had professed to have passed from death, unto life. 
On Friday I preached in Geneseo, and spent the. 
greater part of the next day mourning on account of 
my unworthiness, and praying the Lord to revive his 
work in my soul. At five o'clock, I preached at the 
head of Conesus lake. Several bad come together 
in the name of the Lord ; so they obtained a blessing. 

Sabbath, July 19, 1 spoke to a solemn congregation 
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m Conesus. It was a time of much seriousnesft 
among the people, and one had lately experienced a 
change of heart. A sudden death that had happened 
a few days before, had been instrumental of exciting 
much seriousness in this vicinity. The circumstan-: 
ces, as related to me, were as follows. A young wo-« 
man, who was teaching school in the neighbourhoodiy 
returned from worship on a Sabbath afternoon. A' 
shower soon after arose. She was seated near the 
door, beside a young man, to whom she was engagedf 
in marriage. As the thunder increased, the young 
man arose, and remarked, that he thought it unsafe 
to sit in the door. The young woman replied, with 
a smile,/' I will change places with you; for I am 
the last one to be afraid of lightning." She had 
scarcely taken her seat, when an arrow of lightning, 
passed through the roof of the house, through the 
chamber floor, and struck them. They both fell, and 
likewise every person that was standing in the house, 
except a lad about twelve years aid. He passed over 
their bodies, supposing the whole family to be dead, 
and carried the tidings to a neighbo\iring house. As- 
sistance was immediately aftbrded, and all soon re- 
covered, except the young woman that fea,red not the 
lightning. Otn her, thiC message of yicrath w^ execu- 
ted, and she was now in eternity.. The lightning 
mehed a knif^ in the pock:et of the young man, rent 
hts pantaloons^ and tore his boots from his feet; yet 
he received no. material injury. Thu^, ^as one ^'ior- 
ken and the other Uft,'^ 

Elder Josiah Fowler who resided in this place, told 
me that he ha4 often conversed with this young wo-, 
man, and exhorted her to repentance. She would; 
fVeely confess her need of an i^Uerest in Christ; yet 
she made va^n excuses, said shie was young-r-hadtime 
enough yet,, ^nd she hoped that she should repent be- 
fore death. But how was she mistaken! And, alas! 
thousands of otheirs. are walking in the sa^e way, who; 
will neither see, nor feel their danger, till th,ey "stum-, 
ble on the darl^ m^o^nta^is." O that men would take, 
gaming; for 

Snares bestrew tke path of man, 
i^nti trapoLof de^th. are lel around. 



A RELiatOirs NARBiiTnrB. 92 1 

£h}«r Fowler had but lately taken a fesideii<^e ib^ 
this place, and, though in consequence of renouncing 
his allegiance to Free Masonry, as before stated, a 
stprm of persecution had fallen upon him ; yet th& 
Lord stood at his right hand, and renewed the bless-v 
ings that formerly crowned his labours. In Sparta, 
an adjacent town, his preaching had been instrumental 
of awakening many who had already been converted. 
Since the commencement of the revival in that place, 
he had baptized a number, and gathered a church 
of sixteen members. Several of the converts attended, 
my meeting at Conesus, and gave animating exhorta* 
tians. One pf them, a lad apparently about thirteen 
3iears of age, affectionately entreated his fellow youths 
to come to the Saviour, saying, **The sun is not 
moxe full of light, nor the ocean more lull of water ,- 
than Christ is of grace for perishing sinners.'' 
^ For the four weeks ensuing, I held meetings ia 
Peniield, Ontario, Reading, and Ca^andaigua, and 
also attended the Benton quarterly meeting at Catlin.. 
Wedfiesday, Aug. 19; I lefl Ganandaigua to attend 
the yearly meeting, and make ai^other visit to Uppeiw 
Canada. During the journey of this week, I preached 
in Greece, Clarkson^ and Byron; and at the latter 
plaoe baptized a young couple that had been lately 
married, and lately espoused to Christ. It is pleasant- 
to see souls coming to the fold of Christ as they en-, 
tered the ark, *^two and two." On the Sabbath. I 
spoke to a crowded assembly on the line of Batavi^ 
and Elba, on the subject of our Lord's ' great comn 
mission.' I next held meetings in the south part of 
Batavia,' in Bethany, and Qrangeville. The glory of 
the -Lord appeared in the latter assettbly, to the joy 
of saints and conviction of ^nners. A small church 
had lately been gathered in this place, through the 
instrumentality of Elder J. Miner, with whom I had 
enjoyed many pleasant hours in Green Creek, Ohio. 
He had but lately removed to this place. On Wednes- 
day, in company with Elder Miner, I went to Shel- 
don, and toward evening, spoke to a very solemn as- 
sembly. During the sermon, Elders Fowler, BiguAlU 
Straight, and some other brethren, came into tho 
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meeting, and we htA a pleasant interview ; for as " iroh 
0harpeneth irofi; so a man sharpeneth the counte- 
nance of his friend.'* These brethren were on their 
way to yearly meeting, and the next day we proceed-*^ 
ed in company. 

On Friday, August 28, 1829, the yearly meeting 
commenced in Eden, and continued four days. The 
exercises in the meetings of worship were very inters 
esting. Many were refreshed, and sereral backslt-^ 
ders came forward for prayer. Elder James Harris, 
from Upper Canada, Elders Cheney and Walker^ 
from Ohio, and Elder Newbold, from Pennsylvania^ 
littended. The Wayne quarterly meeting in Ohio, 
inada application to unite with the yearly meeting. A 
council was ^ppoiifited to examine into their standing, 
and if they thought advisably, to receive them into 
the c<mnexion. This was done. T^e Wayne quar- 
terly meeting contaii^ed eight churches, five elders, 
one Uttordained preacher, and one hundred and forty- 
eight members. 

On Monday I attended a solemn meeting with El- 
der Harris, in Eden. Next morning we continued 
our journey to Upper Canada, and on the Thursday 
following, lUrrived at Oxford. Here, a good revival 
|iad been progressing since the itnnual conference at 
this place in June previous, i began to hold meet- 
ings, and when I witnessed the grace of Crod in this 
work, my heart rejoiced, and I gladly pointed motirii- 
ers to '' the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of 
the world." Several that had been converted, dated 
their awakening at the meetings holden in my former 
visit. This was a comfort 'to my heart ; but the glory 
})^longeth to God. I continued several days in Ox- 
ford, and in Zorra, an adjacent town, and held meet- 
ings in different neighbourhoods, The attention at 
the people appeared generally called to the things 
which belonged to their peace, and we enjoyed some 
interesting seasons. Sabbath, Sept. SO, I preached 
twice, and baptized three in Oxford. I believe the 
Holy Spirit seriousdy impressed the minds of several, 
particularly at the time of baptism. 

Sabbath evening, Sept. 20, 1829, I entered m\,<^ 



on& of the most sofemn and importaiit engagements 6( 
life. It was a union in marriage with MariUa Tamer, 
of Zorra, Upper Canada. Next morning we bade the 
parental home adieu. To our pareale, and to us all, 
this was a solemn parting. In the evening, I preach^ 
ed with freedom at Burford; and on Wednesday, at 
St. Catharines.. At the latter meeting, I understood 
that several were seriously affected, among whom 
were two or three Roman Catholics. Next day we 
visited the monument ereoted on Queenston heights, 
to the memory of G^i. Brock, a British officer, who 
fell in battle near this spot during the late war. We as-^ 
cendedthe spiral staircase to the height of one hundred 
and twenty feet. The prospe<^ was beautiful and ex-» 
tensive. Yet when I considered this work, I was re^ 
minded^ of the saying of SolomiMi: ** Vanity of vanities, 
all is vanity.'^ O how great a contrast between the re- 
flections occasioned on visiting the monument of axl 
officer, and the tomb of a CkriMiani At the former, 
we witness the solitude of glory that has faded away ; 
and at the latter, we hear, as it were, a voice, saying, 
''Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.'' 

On Friday mornings while we were riding neai^ 
Lockport, a black cloud arose, and a loud roar of 
thunder continued six or seven minutes without ces^ 
sation. Man and beast were frightened, and all 
around appeared solemn like the judgment. But 
when the last trumpet shall be blown, and its roar be 
continued till all the dead shall awake, and every one 
appear before God, alas! what fear and trembling will 
ihen take hold on the wicked. In the afternoon, we 
jarrived in Royalton, and were received affectionately 
by our relatives. I held three or four meetings, and 
reached Canandaigua on Friday. Next day, we at- 
tended the monthly meeting, and one was received 
ibr baptism. On the Sabbath, I preached with the 
church; and on Tuesday, in company with Elder 
Straight, proceeded toward Spafibrd. We held a 
meeting in Junius; and while Blder S. was exhorting 
sinners to repent, a Universalist threatened him with 
violence, if he did not stop preaching that the wicked 
jshould be daopn^^ But he wAxed bold and spofaa 
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>Kriih more power. Thus the Lord maketh '^tk€ 
wraih offnan^* to praise him. Thursday, I preackisd 
at a funeral on the island west of Montezuma, aoj 
also at Weedsport. Several were affected. On the 
day following, we arrived at Spafford, and met with 
inany brethren, whose presence rejoiced my hearts 
Saturday, Oct. 10, 1829, the third session of th« 
General Conference opened in this town, at 9 o'clockj 
A. M. Ten messengers were present from the Nenh 
Enffland states. Interesting discourses were given 
by Elder Hobbs, sister Hedges, and Elder J. M* 
Yearnshaw, and followed by animating exhortations. 
Sabbath morning, at the hour of nine, the house waa 
filled, and at the opening of the meeting, it seemed 
as though we were all ''by one Spirit baptized iia^P 
one body.'' Elder S. Curtis, a young man from 
Maine, preached from John 4:13, 14: '' Whosoe^c^ 
drinketh, " &c. The Holy Spirit made considerable 
impression on the assembly. After a short intermis* 
sion, Elder N. Brown preached from 2 Pet. 1:3, 4: 
''According as his divine power," &c. The solem- 
nity in the assembly continued to increase, and Eld^r 
£. Place next arose, and repeated Jer. 12:^: ^'^ 
ihou ha$i run with the footmen, and they have wearied 
thee, then how camt thou contend with horuel and if in 
the land of peace , wherein thou truatedst, they wearied 
thee, then how wilt thou do in the twelling of JordnnV 
He said, the Lord had sent him from New-Hampshire 
to this meeting, and given him a. witness that he should 
here see souls converted. This saying made me treni* 
,ble, for fear he had spoken presumptuously; for I 
knew the state of the church, and of the people ia 
this place; and it was such, that it seemed impossible 
sinners should be converted. But v^hen he began to 
describe the " swelling ^ Jordan,^ ^ his soul was led 
into the sanctuary of Crod — he saw the end of th« 
wicked, and spoke with as much power as any man I 
ever heard before. The place became awful, and the 
scene surpassed description. Evefy eye was fixed 
on the speaker, till unnumbered faces were bathed in 
tears, and many frames convulsed ;* while touching 
groans burst from sinners' hearts, *'i^d all around 
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•l^m^d like the judgment.'^ My feeltngii Were so 
p^^N^rfblly affected, that I queried whether I shotild 
lefte my breath or live through the scene. Matiy sin* 
Bers were awttkened,--«wept for their trangressions, 
and we now expected to see souls converted. After 
the sermon ) many exhorted^ and the exercises cl<^sed 
with great solemnity. Another sermon was preached 
10 the evening hy Elder R Pall. On Monday, the 
meeting of business detained me from the meeting^ 
ef worship till the Conference adjourned in the eve- 
ning; Oa entering the meeting, I found that liiany 
w^re on their knees praying earnestly. They con- 
tinued wrestling with the Lord, till live were brought 
le reJMee. The meeting closed at two o'clock in the 
iM^ng. Next day, worship was attended; and in 
the evening more than thirty mourners came forward 
fer prayer. The exeroisei^ continued till midnight, 
and t^o or three professed to find peace in believing: 
On* Wednesday two sermons were preached, and the 
ponNBr of God attended them. One of the converts, a 
y^niig woman, was so filled With the Spirit of the 
JLord, that her strength failed, and she remained 
hearly motioidess through the meeting. One of her 
breihefs was Migry and took her away. In the eve* 
liiag the Conference closed** 

* AiBoag other r«iolv«s fiassed at this sessiion, werd the folldwing :-^ 
ScHpturei, ** Agreed, that in the opinion of this Conference) theho^ 
Ij Scriptures are the primary rule of faith arid practice for the church 
^Ohrist; and being given by inspiration, are fully competent ' thor- 
oygUj to furnish the man of God unto every good -word and wprk ;' 
tonsequently any other, as sUch» would be detrimental to the principled 
6f Christianity ; and that it is the duly of every member in the Free- 
Wilt Bapftift commttiHty, in every station and (^Midition, to guard with 
tke .utpiGttt vigUaqcfl ted care, against any innovation upon this saared 
principle : that the ancient ' land-mark^ so judiciously set up by the 
htthersj ht not removed. 

' Knetling, Agreed, that in our eptnioni agreeably to Scriptiire* 
iMMeling is the proper attHude for Cimstiantf in time of prayer; aad 
thai this form should bo abs^cved in all casei Where it id not absolutely 
ihconVenient. 

Got}e»*nmenf. Agreed, that in th6 nunittry of the churc^, abstractly 
considered* is no auuWrity pertaining to her govt^rnment ; but that th0 
whole authority is v«^ed in the body, Which is the church, Compact in 
all its parts; that coijtsequently tlie establisbment of an aristocratical 
ibrm of |overnment i^ the church, strikes a deadly blow at the vitals of 
Christianity, as far ^ its influence attends; [See ntxt pag^.^ 

28 -^ 
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The business of the Conference was condacted'Wftir 
great unanimity; and although every part of the cott* 
nexion was here represented by delegates — many sub- 
jects considered, and much business transacted; yd 
the greatest point of difference that appeared, wasy 
'' whether a private labour, according to Malt, 1&3 
15, 16, 17, should be taken with an offending brother 
whose crime has been committed pubHcly , or whelhet 
he should be immediately called to an account bjikm 
church.'* A large majority of the Oonference deci*- 
ded in favour of the latter position. I considered this 
an experiment, which gives proof that a denominatioii 
may exist, be uniform in sentiment and practice, and 
all '* speak the same thing," without being bowndto* 
gether by disctplines and articles of men. The BMtt 
is sufficient to make the ** man of God^-^trfeet, ihw*- 
oughly furnished unto all good works." Yes, su^iest 
to enable a denomination to be uniform in all the e»» 
eentials of the gospeh Is there any degree beyond 
peifeciion? What doth the man of God ne«?d further, 
when he is *' thoroughly furnished wnfe^ all good worAsp' ■? 

On Thursday morning, the young man who took 
his sister from the meeting the day befbre, kneeled 
for prayer J and in the evening meeting, the nun^ear 
of mourners increased to nearly forty. We cenlimiedl 
our stay in Spafford nearly a month, attended meet- 
ings day and night, and eAjoyed many blessed sea- 
sons. The reformation continued till the number of 
oon verts increased to about forty, and I enjoyed the 
privilege of baptizing eleven. In this time, I preach- 
ed in several other towns. Ih $empronius a revival 
commenced, and a goodly ntimber were converted. In 
one meeting that I attended, sotn^5 of the '* baser sort** 
raised an opposition — threw down (candles — cast sticks 
into the assembly— threw a large i|>all of mud at me 
while I was speaking'-cut harnl^sses, &c. As the 
revival had just comtnenced, it wd?s thought that Sa- 

Famtly pt^ayer—Md conference meetingt. k Agreed, that we ear- 
Beitly entreat all the members of this connexitf^ n, strictly to maintaiil 
the important duty of family prayer. Agreed, thlf it we earnestly entrcai 
All our churches, to consider it their indispensabl^' ^^J' ^here convoB-t 
iently situated, to bold and faithfully attend, we^ kly prayer or confer* 
etaice meetings. T^^ 
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tan had been disturlied, and was now mustering his 
forces. But, glory to God, he is a vanquished foe. 

-On Tuesday, Nov. 10, we left Spafford for Canan- 
daigua. I preached onee by the way, and on Satur- 
iiay, met with the church in monthly meeting. We 
tarried nine days, and enjoyed some refneshing sea- 
sons. The brethren appeared more engaged than 
formerly, and some of their testimonies were spiritual 
sad weighty. About two miles from the place of our 
meeting, a good revival was progressing among the 
Methodists. 

On Sabbath, Nov. 22, 1829, I had the privilege of 
baptizing piy companion. As some circumstances 
attending her conversion were rather remarkable, I 
liave thought a short sketch of her religious experi- 
ence introduced here^ might not be altogether unac-^ 
vsef^ble to the reader, and I have hoped might be 
HkstriiBEieBtal of good to some poor soul that may have 
fallen into a like situation. 

~ She was the eldest daughter of Capt. Daniel Tur- 
ner, formerly of Arlington, Vt., nowofZorra, Upper 
Canada. Till the age of eighteen years, she resided 
mostly with her parents in Arlington, and attended 
isehdol. She was taught to respect religion, and usu- 
ally attended publio worship with the Episcopalian 
church. After her parents removed to Canada, she 
spent nearly three years teaching school in Oxford. 
In March, 1829, a little before she was twenty -two 
years old, she was first brought seriously to feel her 
need of the Saviour. It was deeply impressed on her 
mind, that, if she did not immediately turn to God, she 
should be cast off for ever. Then she resolved to seek 
th« Lord, and sighed for her neglect of the Saviour. 
Her sorrow increased, till she felt constrained to aban-^ 
don her usual studies, and devote her whole time to 
reading the Bible, to meditation, and prayer. In 
about two weeks, while reading a sermon on the suf- 
ferings of Christ, she thought she could and would be- 
lieve in the Son of God; — she thought she did believe^ 
and her burden left her. For a day, she rejoiced, 
jand indulged the hope that God had forgiven her all. 
fiut the next day, while reading the scripture, '^ We 
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kqow that we have passed from death unto life, be- 
cause we love the brethren," 3he thought her evideiM:^ 
was npt clear, and that the change in her attachment 
to Christians was not such as they had experienced* 
So she resolsred to renew her supplications as a peit^r 
itent, lost sinner. She has since related her exerci^ 
ses on this occasion, as follows: 

** Now, alas! I could not feel a sense of my sin. JL 
laboured for it, but it could not be obtained. I tried 
to hope, but my spirit sunk, and I despaired. Cverjr 
thinp confirmed me in the belief, that there was no 
mercy for me. I regretted my existence — envied the 
idiot — and would have gladly exchanged places. witii 
the reptile&^^or plunged into non-existence. My food 
b.ecame loathsome, my sleep departed, and oflen whea 
I took a drink of water, I thought I should soon be 
ivith the rich man in hell, where I could not ohtaia 
even one drop. Whole nights were sometimes speiit 
in prayer, without any relief — niy flesh wasted away, 
and I drew near the grave. My friends looked on;nie 
and wept. I could not comfort them, for I was com^. 
fortless myself. Then I said, my life is useless, aaujL 
I am a cause of grief to all that are dear to m«." 

Her parents, alarmed on account of her gloomy 
state, invited ministers of different denominatiens to 
converse with her, hoping it might be instrumental of 
ber gaining some consolation. But all seemed to be 
in vain, j&eep sorrow was depicted on her counte- 
nance, and she appeared extremely disconsolate. Inu 
conversation with one who visited her, she said: " t 
have not seen the magnitude of my sins in neglecting^ 
the Saviour; and now my heart is not susceptible x>( 
penitence. I think there is no mercy for me; not 
because God is a respecter of persons, or hia grace 
insufficient, but because I have refused his mercy^ 
«. I try to pray; my lips speak, but my heart will not 
draw near to God. Every effort seems to be useless, 
and all my former joys are fled. Still, I know it is 
not the love of the world that prevents me from com- 
ing to Christ ; for could I have a thousand worlds by 
turning my hand over, I am confident I should nqt do 
it; yet If I could obtain am interest in Christ by pas^ 
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im^ through the p^ngs of death ten thousand times, I 
^ould joyfully submit to these terms. But, alas! I 
believe there are but few days for me on earth; and 
while I have them, I am constantly reminded of their 
«hort duration. These reflections, at times, so af- 
fect me, that I tremble, and my strength fails." While 
making these statemeots, ahe wept profusely, and all 
her emotions seemed |Q exhibit ^ state o£ confirmed 
despair. 

' Upon this account of her state, the following scrip- 
tures were recited to her: *' Come unto me all ye that 
labour and aris heavy laden, and I will give you rest." 
** Look unto n)e, anc) be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth." '* Thou sbait find him, if thou seek him with 
all thy heart and with all thy soul." '' In the last 
^ay, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, 
eaytng, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and 
drink." *' Him that eometh to me I will in ao wise 
east out." ** But," said she, ^* these promises can- 
»ot apply to nie. To come to God, we must have 
l^ith: * whatsoever is not of faith is sin.' " She was 
l^en exhorted to pray for faith. She replied, '* I can- 
QOt pray acceptably; to pray with the lips only, is 
mockery. Oace I might have prayed-^rrbut now my 
heart will not fee^it cannot feel — rand how can I 
come to a holy God?" She was answered, * Come 
repenting.' *' I cannot repent," she replied: *' gen- 
uine repentance is a deep sorrow for sin. True, I 
regret my neglect of God, and feel in some measure 
the miseries of sin. — And the damned in hell ms^y do 
this; may fpel aai much, and more; but what does 
this avail them? surely, no more than it does me. I 
might have repented, if I would have improved my 
day; but now, I nqi only reminded that my probation 
is concluded, that afler a few solitary days^ I must 
}ie down in eternal sorrow." '* But," it was replied, 
** God i^ longsuffering-^nqt willing that any should 
perish ;'^ and "his tender iner<sie8 are over all the 
works of his hands." She answeredy -'True, and 
Ihis increases my guilt ; for I have rejected his long-^ 
tsuflering, and trodden upon his tender mercy. And 
J. am now justly coiideiiiQed, mud the throue of Qo4 
28* 
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will i»e for ever cleat inmf etemttl damnalioii." \ASI 
the 0cripture promises suited to her case, and all en*- 
deavours to app^j thein, she would either evade hy 
argument, or by saying, that she fek they could not 
^pply to one in her situation. She said, ''I hate 
tried to hope, but it is vain — it is deeply impressed 
on my mind, thai nothing remains ftir me, but to ''go 
away into everlasting punishment." Yet I cannot 
murmur against God. My feelings are changed; I 
$im a stranger to the former reflection^ of my mind; 
indifferent to my former pursuits, and I loathe the 
gayety of the world. The months I spent in useless 
iieedle^work, witness against me; and I am reminded 
that I have done worse than to waste them f6r nought. 
Had I spent that time seeking the Lerd, I might now 
)iave been happy.'' 

It was remarked to her, that if she ever found peace, 
it would he in prayer; that the Lord had answered 
the prayers of wicked men and of devils, Mark 5: 
IS, 13, 17 ; and, much more, would he answer Hte 
prayers of those who sorrow for t^eir sins and forsake 
them. Then it was proposed to her to kneel and 
pray thrioe a day for a year. She declined, saying, 
it would be of no use. But after some reflection, con- 
cluding it cottld do no harm, she made the covenant. 
Ten days after this, she attended the conierence of 
the Free- Will itnd the Free Communion Baptists in 
Oxford; and several friends spent a night in prayer 
with her; still she found no relief, and the next day 
her distress increased. She observed, '^ If so many 
prayers of the saints in my behalf, gain no access, 
the cause mast be, that my doom is unalterably fixed:'* 
The state of her mind coi^inued about the same for 
several months, as appears by the following extracts 
from her letters: 

July 30, 18S9, she writes:—'* Stilt it appears to me, 
the door of mercy is /brewer and jastlif closed against 
me; for God has called, and I have refused; he 
stretched cot his arm, and I would not regard. And 
what am I, that I have dared to reftise obedience, and 
to rebel against an Almighty God, wl!K> had power any 
moment to sink me into, w abytia^f wo and misery! 



But, inslcnidk (nf this diissenred doom, M^ dfMLring. mer- 
cies have followed me, and temporal blessings have 
heen bestowed with a liberal hand. I review these 
mercies, and at times indulge the vain hope that 
thej will lead me to love, and place an unbounded 
confidence in their divine Author. But, O the de- 
pravity of my heart! -- — The thought, that hap- 
piness has for ever iled my bosom, makes me at times 
Almost indtiferent to my fate. Yet I am in the hands 
of God, and with him, aH things are possible. ■ 
My sister apf^ars to be serious ; she arose in meet- 
ing two 'days since find expressed a determination to 
seek the Lord. She is two years younger than my- 
self; and, did t possess millions of worlds, I would 
jojrftilly give them up, if I could by that means recall 
two years of my life. But, alas! vain wish! Why 
<io I spend a single thought oft that which cannot be, 
when soon, I may have an eternity to reflect in!*' 

Aug. 20, she writes:—** What infatuation, what fa-» 
tol madness has deceived me, and caused me to treat 
the mercies of HeaVeti with such neglect and indilFer- 
lence! What has the Lord not done for me, that 
would have been likely to inspire my soul with grati- 
tude and love, and secure my obedience ? Often does 
my heart recur to the scenes of childhood, when I 
fondly pictured to myself, and my heart glowed in 
contemplating what I then believed to be the virtuoua 
principles that would be engraven on my soul, and 
the usefulness that would mark my future life. But 
when I look back for these fruits of piety, what do I 
. find in their stead? I am led to exclaim, * wretched 
Tiigrate that I have been!' O the deceitfulness of sin! 
Justly may it calJ for the vengeance of a holy God. 

" i mentioned in my former communication, that 
my sister was serious. She has found comfort, 
ftiid gone forward in the ordinance of baptism. I 
walked with her to the water, but could go no further. 
}t appeared to me, that we should soon be separated 
for a long eternity 5-^she to he a partaker of the glo-„ 
fious rest provided for the children of Ood, while, 
alas! I shoiild have my portion with unbelievers, — 
* O that it were not for en^trV The certaii^ convictioti 
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though she hardly dared to think she had found any 
comfort that would be permanent. But from the time 
of the Conference, her faith, hope, and joy gradually 
increased, till she gained entire victory over her des* 
■ponding state of mind. 

On Sal]|bath, Nov. 22, she related her experience^ 
and was received by the church at Canandaigua. 
^fler sermon, we retired to the shore of the lake^ 
D^bere she was baptized. For this opportunity, my 
joy was unspeakable, and I said in my heart, as did 
one on another occamon: ^* My soul doth magnify the 
Lord — For he that is mighty hath done to me great 
Ihings; and holy is his name." She was now a ^kelp* 
in the things of the kingdom ; she accompanied me itt 
tny tfavels, and in every meeting usually spoke in 
exhortation or prayer. The furnace through whicll 
she had passed for seven months, appeared to hav« 
weaned her from the world, its pride , and its vanity ;■ 
j^nd she seemed to have no object or desire, except to 
devote herself to God and his cause. If at any time^ 
1 expressed sorrow for want of any convenience of Hfe, 
she would remind me of the poverty our Saviour en^ 
dured, and say, " Is it not enough thai the servant be at 
Aw LordV or recite some other similar scripture^ 
assuring me that she felt it a privilege, if the Lord 
called, to suffer for his sake. She dated her experi«- 
ence previous to her sinking in despair. This is one 
instance, among many that might be named, in which 
afler souls have received the pardoning grace of God, 
they have, in cous;equence of yielding to doubts, wa* 
ded through the waters of affliotion } for months have 
sighed in the deepest anguish, and trembled £or feet 
they should rest on i| false hope, while they would not 
knowingly sin for a world. Too. oQe^ they are^ cen-p 
sured, when they ought t.o be treated with tendemfae 
and encouraged to persevere. They try to believe; 
iand if there appears to be any hope, they tremble, and 
weep, and 8|iy, ** It is not for roe." I have observed 
ihoi such persons rarely, if ever, are delivered sud^t 
denly. Their light i^nd hope, generally increase 
|;radual]y. 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

Pariiculan of my travels and labours from J^vember^ 

1829, to September, 1830. 

Monday, Nov. 23, we attended a meeting in th« 
west part of Middlesex, and found a good revival pro- 
gresfling among the Methodists. On a Sabbath pre- 
%^iou8, one of their preachers, as I was told, went down 
into the water with the converts, and baptized seven* 
teen. We attended meetings in different neighbour- 
hoods in the town. In one, at Flint creek, twenty 
arose for prayer. A reformation had just commenced 
under the labours of Elder Wire, and two had obtained 
a hope. I next preached in Italy, and the word was 
attended with the power of God. Here also five or 
•ix had lately found the Saviour ; and I was informed, 
that in an adjacent neighbourhood all the young peo-: 
pie had ^* turned to the Lord." 

Afler preaching in several other churches, I met 
the church in Canandaigua in monthly meeting, oii 
Saturday, Dec. 4: five came forward for prayer. On 
the Sabbath, we enjoyed a refreshing time in devotion, 
communion, and washing the saidts' feet. On Monday 
evening, I rejoiced to find the work of the Lord pro- 
gressing in Conesus. Next day, I held two meeting* 
in Sparta, where the Lord manifested his power. The 
reformation that commenced under the labours of 
Elder Fowler, immediately afler he renounced Freii 
Masonry, still continued; and the church that he 
gathered in the spring, had now increased to the nunn 
bar of forty. On Thursday, I spoke in Groveland; 
from Rev. 2:4. Saturday and Sabbath, Dec. 10, 11, 
we attended a two-days meeting at Bethany, in which 
satnts were happy, and sinners were awakened. The 
Lord had lately poured put his Spirit in this place, and 
about thirty had found the Saviour. 

The following week, we attended nieetings in Ba^ 
tavia, Byron, Clarkson, and Greece ; then returned to 
Canandaigua. The last of December, we visited a 
if«w churches of the Ontario quarterly meeting, and 



on ** new year's day," 1830, attended a s^sfiionofsaid 
meeting at Galen. The week ensuing , I preached in dif- 
ferent towns, and attended the Benton quarterly meet-* 
ing, at Flint creek in Middlesex. We under3tood 
that nearly sixty had heen converted in this place since 
'our last visit. A school teacher was one of the first. 
Several of his scholars, from the age of ten to fifteen^ 
became serious; and some of them retired to a %Vo9d, 
at the time of intermission, to pray for mercy — forgot 
their school till near its close, when they returned 
happy in the Lord. Nineteen of the children had 
professed ^o be converted; and while I heard thcun 
tell what God had done for their spuls, I rejoiced that 
the Saviour had said, '* Sufibr little children to come 
untfb me, and forbid them not." This was also a day 
of good tidings from other churches. During the m^et* 
ing on the Sabbath^ a woman of about three s^orj^ 
jears was converted, and for the first time shouted 
the praises of Emmaniiel. 

We returned to Canandaigiia; I preached twice| 
^nd baptized a lad of the age of twelve years. «Fan*. 
16 and 17, we attended the second session of the Al*^ 
iegany quarterly meeting, holden in Sparta. Th^ 
Revival in this town had spread into Springwater, C^U'^ 
hocton, and Dansville. Elder I^owler had lately bap* 
tized fourteen, and the number of the church had in>- 
Creased to fifty-five. During the meeting five souls 
were hopefully converted. This quarterly meeting 
was organized about three months before; and, at 
this time, consisted of four churches, containing one 
Kundred and forty-four members, three elders, and 
Wo unordained preachers. The largest of thes« 
ehurches was in the town of Independence. It was 
gathered by Elder Nathaaiel Perkins, a Free Cmot^ 
munion Baptist. He, with the church, I understood^ 
renounced their belief in the ' certainly of the perae* 
Verance of t|ie saints,' and embraced the doctrudte of 
the ' necessity of their perseverance.' They were now 
blessed with a revival. 

Jan. 22, 23 and 24, we attended the Bethany quarf 
jlerly meeting, holden in the south part of Penfield* 
The reports from the churches wece interesting* and 



some of the preachers came in the fulness of the 
blessing of the gospel. On the Sabbath, for want of 
room, meetings were heid in two places. Elder Jen"* 
kins preached to one assembly in the forenoon, and to 
th« other in the afternoon, with great power. Unu- 
'Sual solemnity rested on the people, and many were 
melted into tears. 

On Monday and Tuesday, I held meetings in the 
north part, and in the centre of the town. Tuesday 
evening, I preached where the quarterly meeting wa^ 
held, and rejoiced to find that the work of the Lord 
had begun. I was informed, that on Monday morn-^ 
mg, a young man who was teaching a dancing school, 
and a professed Universalist, begged some of the 
preachers to pray for him. He requested a prayer 
meeting to be appointed in the evening on his account ; 
and, though it was very stormy, a large house was 
erowded with people. Thirteen mourners kneeled for 
prayer, and one or two were brotight to praise the 
Lord. On the evening of my meeting, thirty mourn<^ 
^rs came forward for prayer, and two were brought 
into liberty. Leaving Penfield, we returned to Can-^ 
amdaigua, and held a ^w meetings in different towns. 

In the fore part of February, we journeyed to Zor* 
ra. Upper C^ada; and on the Way held several meet- 
ings, which were refreshing. But as the sleighing 
left us suddenly, after a very short stay with our rela- 
tives, we returned in haste; and, on the 20th of Feb- 
ruary, we arrived in Penfield. Since thto quarterly 
meeting, many a proud sinner had been brought to 
how at the feet of Jesus. The brethren had just re-^ 
turned from monthly meetings in which they said hine- 
ty-six witnessed for the Lord, fifteen united with the 
Church, and one soul was converted. The next day^ 
I stood in a window of a large stone school-house, 
aiid spoke nearly two hours to about eight hundred 
people, half of whom stood without. After this I had 
the privilege of baptizing three: one was a little girl 
thai experienced reliffion at the age of six. She had 
anxiously waited for tnis opportunity ; and when raised 
out of the water, exclaimed, *' Glory to the Lord.'^ 
Is. the evening we had a very happy meeting; nuuif 
$9 
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converts spoke, sinners confessed, and a boy twilf# 
years of age professed to find Jesus, and was so HUail 
with joy, that h« only cried, ** Glory — I am happy-—' 
glory, glory," &c. 

After attending meetings in some other town», we^ 
returned toCanandaigua. Sabbath evening, I preach*^ 
ed in the asylum for the poor of Ontario covnty, ami 
enjoyed the presence of the Lord. We understood 
the expense of this establishment was about eight 
thousand dollars; and we were highly gratified on 
viewing the ample provisions for the comfort of the 
afflicted. At this thne, the asylvm contained nearly 
one hundred ; the greater part of whom were brought 
to this place through intempetrmee. They enjoyed 
many religious privileges. 

In the early part of March, we relvmed to Penfiald^ 
and found the reformation still spreading with great 
power. Seventy, as we were informed, had already 
obtained a hope. Meetmgs had been attended e^ery 
evening, and nearly every day since the quarleriy 
meeting. We attended an evening meeting with £^ 
ders Hannibal and Straight. Many powerful exhor*- 
tat ions were given, and several came forward for 
prayer. The next day, I preached with unusual HIk 
erty ; and in the evening attended a conference* meet<^ 
ing. A man who had lived in sin, and in Universal^ 
ism, arose, apparently in the agonies of despair, and 
said, *' I need not ask Christians to pray for me — ' 
there is no mercy that can reach my case." One ef 
his daughters, who was a young convert, addressed 
him very affectionately, and earnestly entreated hiBi 
to look to Jesus for help; then turning to the Assem** 
bly in a flood of tears, she said to the wicked, '* Be^ 
hold the awful consequences of living in sin." About 
forty arose for prayer, and it was a time of great mourn- 
ing. Almost every house in the vicinity had become 
a house of prayer, and the work was more glorious 
than any I bad ever before witnessed. The dancing 
master and fiddler, with their pupils, were converted 
to God, and their ball-room was open for worship. 

We were told, about this time, that a boy eight 
years of age, was in a barn praying for mercy. Am 
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lie nrdse, He lodked on a horse that was named ' Dick^^ 
iand with astoBishment exelaimed, ''Dick is prai«ing 
Crod!" He was filled with wonder; and as he ran to 
tell his parents, he passed the cattle, and, with inr 
creased surprise, cried out, ''Why, the cattle are 
praising Grod!'' -Before he reached the house, he saw 
J^ geese, and seeming quke amazed, he exclaimed, 
i'' And the geese are praising God too!'' When he 
came to his parents, he said, with great animation, 
i^'Dtck is praising God, and the cattle are praising 
'Oed, and the geese are praising God.'' -He scarcely 
had finished his story, when he cast his eyes on the 
cat,* and with transport exclaimed, '' Why, puss, you 
are praising Crod too!" This simple exhibition of a 
change in the child, which he supposed to be in the 
ffaings he saw, melted the hearts of his parents, and 
they confessed the work to be of Grod. This little 
ehiild followed his Lord in baptism. At an evening 
meeting, I heard bim give an exhortation that was 
extraordinary for one of his years. After attending 
another meeting in Penfield, in which former scenes 
were repeated, I preached in several other places; 
and on Saturday, Mareh 6, attended monthly meeting 
with the church in Canandaigua. On the Sabbath, 
we had a refireshing season in communion and washing 
the saints' feet. ^ Glory to Grod for the ordinances of 
his house.' 

Monday, March 8, we started with a wagon for 
Bcriba, rode thirty miles in a tedious storm of snow, 
and arrived at Lyons late in the evening. Next 
day, we proceeded in a sleigh, and in the evening, 
called on a fanuly of professed Christians, I desired 
something to eat. They told us they had nothing 
cooked, and they could not accommodate us; so we 
rode about eighteen miles further, much of the distance 
on bare ground, and ader midnight arrived at the 
house of brother K. in Scriba. Mrs. K. was not a 
professor; yet she arose with apparent gladness, and 
prepared us a meal. The occurrences of this evening, 
reminded me of two sayings of our Lord, and their 
application: " I was a hungered, and ye gave me no 
neat." — *^ I was a hungered, and ye gave me meat.'* 
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Here I found an empty eeat: The father of the fam« 
ily died a week before. He was a member of the 
.church, and ever when I saw him was much engaged 
in the service of the Lord. He once told me, he 
hoped and belie ved^ that when his time was fulfilled, 
he should go to his home suddenly. I was informed 
that he took his dinner, apparently as well as usual, 
then suddenly fell from his chair. He was taken up 
immediately — ^but he was dead. ' O Lord, may I also 
be ready.' I held six meetings in Scriba, and found 
the two churches in this town, and the one in New- 
Haven, in a state of engagedness ; and, though desti- 
tute of an administrator, they appeared to maintaia 
;gospel order. On Monday, March 15, we left Scriba, 
and afler a tedious journey, arrived at Canandaigua. 

During the week following, I journeyed about one 
hundred and jfifty miles, and suffered much from a 
tedious storm. Sabbath, March 28, 1 preached twico 
to a small assembly in Geneva. Next day, we at- 
tended a meeting in Fayette, and tarried at the house 
o{ Mr. Whitmer. . Here we < saw two or three of his 
sons, and others to the number of eight, who satdth^y 
were witnesses of a certain book just published, called 
the '' Golden Bib W or '' Book of Mormon,'' They 
afHrmed, that an angel had showed them certain plates 
of metal, having the appearan€e of gold, that were 
dug out of the ground by one Joseph Smith; that on 
these plates was written a history of the ten tribes of 
Israel which were lost, and revelations to differ-; 
ant prophets that arose among them. They stated th3 
writing could be read by no person, except by the 
^aid Smith; and, that the Lord had inspired him to 
translate and publish the book, — that none, but twelve 
chosen witnesses, had been allowed to see these plates, 
/bjid that now they were *' hid up unto the Lord.'^ 
They further stated, that twelve apostles were to be 
appointed, who would soon confirm their mission by 
miracles— and, that if any one read their bible and diid 
;io.t believe, they would be given up and lost for ever. 
TThese eight, we understood, were in company with 
Smith and three others. A copy right was secured by 
SmjLth in his own namQ. The book c<^ntains about 8i:(( 
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hundred oct ato pages of small print. Five thousa^nd 
copies were published-^and they said the angel told 
Smith to sell the book at a price which was one dollar 
and eight cents per copy more than the cost, that 
they '* might have the temporal profit^ as well as the 
spiritual." 

When { was in Ohio, I had quite a curiosity to 
know the origin of the numerous mounds and remain)? 
of ancient fortifioalions that abound in that section of 
the country J but could not find that any thing satis- 
factory was known on the subject. Having been told, 
that the ^ Book of Mormon^ gave a history of them, and 
of their authors, some desire wius created in my mind 
to see the book, that I fnight iearn the above partic^ 
ulars. I wished to read it, but could not, in good 
conscience, purchase a copy, )est I should support a 
Reception; so they lent me one, and I rea4 two hun- 
dred and fifly pages; but was greatly disappointed in 
the style an4 interest of the work. For, so far from 
approaching the sublimity of the inspired writers, 
they would bear no comparison with the Apocrypha, 
or the Alcoran. Indeed the style is so insipid, and 
the work so filled with maaifest imposture, that I could 
feel no interest in a further perusal. It eontained 
several extracts from th? Scriptures; and, with a little 
variation, Christ's sermon on the mount. From all the 
circumstances, I thought it probaUy had lieen written 
originally by an irdidei, to see how much he could im- 
pose on the credulity of men, and to get money. Yet, 
I expected they would make converts $ for there are 
many people who are fond of new things $ and there 
is scarcely any system so absurd as to obtain no ad- 
vocates. Shortly after this, I understood that one of 
the witnesses baptized Smith, and then Smith baptized 
others. If one believed the book, he wi^s considered 
i( fit subject for baptism. 

On reviewing this pretended revelation, I was for- 
cibly struck with the contrast between the introduc- 
tion of the gospel of Christ, and that of the 'Book of 
Mormon.' The former came down from heaven; the 
latter is said to have been dug out of the earth. The 
gospel was fir^ preached <^enlff, with power, in the 
^ 29* 
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pigbt of ail men, and wriUea afterwanda; the ' Book^nT 
JVlormon' was firat written, seerMyy and out of sight 
from all men, except twelve, and preached afterwards. 
]>f ope of the works of Christ and the apostles were in 
jsecrM, but open to the examination of all; the origin 
of this book is hid in the dark. The gospel of Christ 
was eo^firmed by unnumbered miracles, wrought in 
the most public manner; the ''Book of Mormon' is 
not confirmed by any miracles, but its authority rests 
•on th^ testimony of twelve men whom we do not 
know. The gospel of Christ presented to its apostles 
no temporal gain, but the loss of all things ; the^' Book 
4}f Mormon* has a copy right secured, that its witnes* 
J9^s |»ay *^have the Hmparal proJiV^ — so men cannot 
tell, that this "proJiV* is not what induces them to 
bear such witness. The gospel is confirmed by a 
thousand propheeies that preceded, and pointed to it, 
iuid 9re still daily fulfilling; but we know not that any 
prophecy pointed to the * Book of Mormon. ' The 
Bible is a book of perfect harmony, and unrivalled 
sublimity ; the * Book of Mormon' is full of absurdity, 
and too dull to eharm the soul. 

, On Tuesday, I preached in Lyons; and in the early 
part of April held two or three meetings in towns 
eastward, and attended 9\ session bf the Ontario quar^ 
terly meeting in Ccmquest. It appeared to be a time 
of mourning among the churches; yet we enjoyed 
some good from the Lord. Afi:er this, I preached 
once in Phelps, twice in Geneva, and broke bread to 
five members of the Benton church, who had a tern* 
porary residence in the place. We also attended to 
washing feet; some M^bodis^s united with us, and 
we enjoyed a good seaso^i. I preached two Sabbatha 
in Canandaigua, a;(tended several. meetipgs on week 
days, and was blessed with some refreshings. Mon- 
day, April 19, I preached in Macedon; signs of a 
revival appeared, and several animated exhort ationa 
were given. Next day, I preached in Perinton, near 
Penfield. Since our visit six weeks before, the glo- 
rious work had spread into adjacent towns, and it was 
now thought that one hundred and fifty had been 
converted, Elder Parker, who bad constantly labour* 
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M>in the reformation, iiad baptised sixty, and more 
than seventy had been added to the church. The 
land of darkness had truly seen a great light, and the 
•shadow of death had fled away. Leaving Penfield, 
"we visited several towns west of Rochester. 

In the latter part of April, on our way to the Allega- 
ny quarterly meeting, we caUed at the house of Mr. 
Markham in Dansville, where, on the 4th of January 
previous, a shocking murder was committed. Mrs. 
Markham stated to us these particulars:-*— A well 
•dressed stranger, whose name was Millard, told a 
man named Smith, who was at .work for Mr. Markham, 
to take a span of horses and carry him to Howard. 
Smith refused, and Millard began to beat him. Smith 
returned the blows for a minute, then took an axe for 
Jiis defence, and ran into the house. Millard knocked 
him down with a club, then seized the axe, and with 
'One blow chopped off his head! Mrs. M. being alone 
^ith her children, fled through a back window. Mil- 
lard split open the body of Smith — took up his head 
by the ear, and his tongue fell out — ^then he pursued 
Mrs. M., and when he had nearly overtaken her, 
several men came to her assistance, pursued Millard 
two hours, and took him. Then he exclaimed, '' Lord, 
what have I done! h there a metson here?*^ One 
present replied that he was a mason, but his crime 
was '* toa ^reat** for mercy to be expected on that 
ground."^ Mrs. M. was greatly affected while she 
related the circumstances; and it appeared that tliis 
•scene had been instrumental of her conversion to God, 

Friday, April 30, 1830, the Allegany quarterly 
meeting opened in Bums, and we enjoyed a heavenly 
season. A small church had been lately gathered in 
this town by Elder Jesse Braman, formerly a min-: 
ister of the Calvinistic Baptists.! He had lately 
united with the cennexioii, and on this ooci^ion re* 

* A man th%t wu present a few minutes mfter he was tal^en, told me 
that Millard appeared rational till two masons whUpered with him| 
and that then he affected to be huane, Millard was ifiQt h4ng. I uot 
"derstood the jury tiipposedhim tohi^ve been dor^ngpd. t>r. *— — told me 
that the foreman of the jary was a royal arpb ni%spn. « '« • « 

t Elder B. was a CaWinistic Baptist for many years. I was informed, 
that h« organi9«4 tk« fint B^tist ohiirch ia Rochester; also, that he 
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joiced greatly. Ob the Sabbath the asaembly wmm 
large, and sermons were given by Elder Fowler and 
myself. In the latter part of the exercises, great so- 
lemnity, and a deep state of feeling pervaded the 
congregation, and several came forward for prayer. 
A few weeks afterwards, I understood that a number; 
had been converted in this vicinity. On Monday, we. 
bad a very refreshing time in ]^lders' Conference. In 
the aflernoon I preached with great liberty, near 
Major Jones' in DansviUe, sn^jl six or eight aros^ for 
prayer. Brolher Jon^s, with whonpi we tarried, ha<|, 
lately been expelled from a Calvinistic Baptist churchy 
merely because he would hear the Free- Will Baptist 
preachers. He appeared to be a good man, and w^» 
highly esto^med among the people. I held meetings 
in Groveland and Conesus; and on Friday,, May 7, 
attended the Benton quarterly meeting at Canandai4 
g|ia. The reports from the churches were more in-, 
teresting than at any former meeting. The greater 
part of them were enjoying reformations; and sinca 
the last quarterly meeting, their number of members 
had increased nefu*Iy one quarter. This was truly 
a day of good tidings; gladness filled our hearts, and 
we did not ** hold our peace."- ^11 glory to God and 
the Lamb. May the. good work increase, till '^ the 
kingdoms of the world become the kingdom of our 
Lord and his Christ." Oa the Sabbath, Ekler Wire 
preached to th^e crowded assembly, with power. Many< 
interesting reports of revivals were then read, or given 
verbally. }n the aflernoon sermons were preached by^ 
Elders Borden and Straight, and were followed by 
severc^l good exhortations^, ]^ ^he evening also, wa 
enjoyed a heavenly tin\e^ 

bad gathered fifteen other chur^es,and ba^ptized about eight hundred in^ 
tiiat denomination. Elder B. told roe the following particulars conceraing^ 
hif chi^age. of 8eni|tii«^tB. He |^erted» in a sermon * vith much emphaaia* 
that "All things whatsoever were for the glory of God." On the Sabbath. 
^fi^Ty seei^ two sroa^boySj, children oj[ Calvinistic professors^ engaged 
in play* he reproved them for violating the Sabbat^,. One. of them said , 
** Mr. Bram^n, is not this on^ of the * 9^ things* which xqu said last 
Sabbath, ytras for the. giofj of Go41" This answer from the cbjU, caused 
him to reflect; and he qu,eried^ * Do. I preach a doctrine that strengthens 
the ^ickedl* Then, after a. strict examination of the Scriptures* b« 
«9ibra^9d the docf.tr^ne ^ free grac^,, free-will, free ^oyuowni^Ba &c. &<. 
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' 'Monday morning, May 10, 1830, was to ine a tol- 
emn time. My good friend, brother T. Beebe, with 
whom I had ever found a home from my first coming 
to the place, having sold his farm, renooved this day 
to Hopewell, ten miles from this vicinity. His house 
liad been to me like that of a father, and many and 
^reat had been the favours I had received. The 
church, and the people generally in the vicinity, fek 
their loss on his removal; for he and his companion 
•had been a father and a mother in Zion; and fron^ 
their house the needy had never been sent empty 
Away. ' O may their kindness be rewarded, and they 
** find mercy of the Lord in that day." ' 

On this day, I received a deed of ten acres of land, 
ib^r which the Lord has enabled me to pay a part ; and, 
if he open the way, I design to build a house thereon 
^or my home. I set out two weeping willows, beneath 
•which, if I die near this place, I hope my brethren 
will bury me. During the four days following, I 
preached with freedom in Hopewell and Macedon, 
jand twice in Walworth, formerly the south part of 
Ontario. In Macedon, twelve moiiraers came for- 
ward for prayer, and the prospect of a revival seemed 
io be increasing. In Walworth, three or four had 
been converted, and ten came forward for prayer. 

On Saturday we attended the monthly meeting of 
the church in Perinton and Penfield. Nearly one 
hundred witnessed for the Lord, and six were receiv- 
ed for baptism. The reformation was still progressing. 
Elder Parker told me that ninety-six had been added 
to the church within three months ; and it was judged 
that the number of converts had increased to two 
hundred; also, that among all the denominations in 
Penfield, it was believed that four hundred had beei> 
converted within six months. On the Sabbath, May 
iSi I preached to the church in North Peniield. Here 
also a reformation was spreading, and brother H^ 
Whitcher was labouring in the work. Nearly forty 
had professed to be converted. At 4 o'cioek, r, M., 
we returned to the south part of the town, where it 
was thought one thousand people assembled in the; 
^arly part of the day. They had listened to a sermoa 
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from Elder Parker, and witnessed tkfe baptism of^the 
six candidates ; and the greater part of them tarii^ct, 
while about one hundred and twenty or thirty com^ 
municants came to the table of the Lord. When w€ 
arrived, the assembly were seated or standing on a 
green in the open air, and nearly all the oommuRii^ 
cants were engaged in washing each other's feet, T\k0 
day was pleasant, the earth was arrayed in beautitlil 
green, and the blossoms ' sent forth a goodly smell.** 
We looked with pleasure on the scenery that sor^ 
rounded us, heard the forest songsters praise their 
Creator; but with rapturous delight we gazed on thm 
redeemed of the Lord, and heard the converts Btag 
with a melody that seemed to reach the heavens. Ma^ 
ny wept, while they saw the gay youth of Penii^d^ 
like their divine Master, washing the saints* feetr. 
As the scene closed, a respectable physician and httf 
wife, remarked to us with tears, that, though thejr 
had not belie ve4 in washing feet, it was attended widht 
as much solemnity as the communion ; and, that wheR 
the converts came to this service, they almost wished 
to engage with them. And some, who had hithert<i> 
wrested the words of Christ, " If I then, your Lord 
and Master, have washed your feet, ye also ought to 
wash one another's feet," were here convinced that 
their Lord meant as he said. As the time of my ap- 
pointment at 5 o'clock, P. M., was near, the peopi* 
concluded to stay without refreshment; and I codk^ 
menced pre9.ching immediately, enjoyed freedom, an'd( 
a multitude were happy in God: s6 was I. * Halle^. 
lujah to the Lamb!^ I hope t<x sing his praise when 
time shall be no more. 

On Monday I preached in Rochester, and* on 
Wednesday, in Parma, from Gal. 6:7: ^* Be not de*^ 
ceived, " S^c. The Lord gave me a great discovery of 
the deoeptian that is in the world. It appeared that 
all the sin which has filled the world with wo, and 
drenched the earth with blood, has come through cie« 
ception. All the false doctrine, and unscrtptural prac« 
tices, which corrupt the church, are supported by de^ 
cepiion. Therefore, Christians ought to be honeei and 
$\ncere; free from the works of darkness, that qapnot 



l^ar the lifffat ; for if we use dectpium, we act like 
(h^n the Jkceiver. On Thursday we attended a meet-i» 
i^ in Byron. Some had lately been converted, and 
•thers were almost persuaded, to be Christians. 

Friday, May 21, we attended the Bethany Q. M« 
near Batavia village. A larger number of brethren 
9$sembled, than I had ever seen west of the Con-» 
fiuecticut river. A council was appointed to ordain 
brother Whitoher. Next morning, at an early hour, 
the meeting Was opened by the deaf and dumb brother, 
who has been named, [p. 49.] His inarticulate 
sounds — >his flood of tears — uid his earnest gestures, 
greatly affected the assembly, and the hardest hearts 
appeared to feel. The exercises through the day, 
and the refreshing reports of revivals and additions, 
were truly interesting. Four sermons were preached 
^A the Sabbath, and much tenderness observed among 
the people. At the close, some came forward for 
prayer, and such as were resolved to make their way 
from earth to heaven, were invited to manifest it by 
cising. More than one thousand arose--<H>n which, 
the deaf and dumb brother cried out in his mournful 
accents^ and a deep impression was made on the as-* 
aembly. IKiring this meeting, we tarried at the house 
of brother Gibbs, in Batavia village. His wife was 
lately a member of the Presbyterian church in this 
place, and much esteemed by all. We had under- 
stood, that she had ' relieved the afilicted, ' and prayed 
at almost every sick bed iil the vicinity, and that her 
faith and good works were spoken of by thousands. 
She was often, contrary to their usual custom, suf- 
fered to speak in their meetings, and sometimes in 
their assembly on the Sabbath. But, to the surprise 
of her brethren, she told them she had been convinced 
by the word and Spirit of the Lord God, that it was 
her duty to be baptized. She received a dismission, 
united with the Free- Will Baptists, and was baptized 
in the presence of a large assembly. This person, I 
was informed, was the first that had been scripturally 
baptized in this village, though it had been built forty 
years. She told us, that for seven years, she had set 
apart every Friday^ to &st and pray for the convert 
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Mon bf iiBr £unn\y. Few Chrmtians are ihorb cofl-^ 
fttant in prayer than this woman; and since she ^aft 
;bapti2ed, h^er husband and five or six of. her childrea 
have been hopefully converted. 

After the quarterly meeting, I preached in Elba 
mnd Royalton; then went into Upper Canada, attend*^ 
ed a meeting at Stoney Creek, and on the Sabbath 
preached in Oxford. We met an afTectibnate recep-* 
tion from our friends, and the next day beld a meeting 
in Zorra. On Tuesday I preached in a new settle^ 
ment to forty or fif\y people, who were very serious. 
Ten witnessed for the Lord, and one requested prayers. 
I preached thrice in Oxford; and on Sabbath morning, 
June 6, started with Elder Harris and another bro- 
ther, for Norwich. After passing eighteen miles, of 
which eight miles were in a foot-path, through a for<i> 
est, we reached the place at 10 o'clock. Being wel 
and fatigued, I thought I should not speak much over 
half an hour; but the Spirit rested on the assembly, 
and I spoke an hour and a half. In the aflemoon, 
Ive walked eight miles to the lower part of the town; 
the way being difficult, we arrived an hour past thjB 
time. The meeting was large and powerful. Two 
or three backsliders confessed, and some desired 
prayer. Monday, we passed through a ten mile wood» 
returned to Oxford, and held a meeting. Next day 
I preached in Nissouri with considerable freedom, 
Wednesday I started with Elder Harris and others^ 
for the annual conference of the Free Communion 
Baptists. Thursday, we enjoyed a good season in 
Southwoid. * 

Friday, June 11 , the annual conference commenced 
in this town, and Elder Goble delivered an introduc* 
tory sermon. Elder Straight and myself, had been 
appointed by our yearly meeting to attend this con-^ 
ference and labour for a union. The subject was in^* 
troduced, and dismissed, without any new decision. 
After the meeting of business, I preached with sQm6 
freedom. Saturday morning, a sermon was given bj 
Elder Harris: and in the afternoon, their covenant 
and articles of faith were read; after which, fifty-fivd 
Witnessed for the Lordt. A woman under conviction^ 
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vho bad walked more tktii twenty milea 16 tkis m^eU 
Ing, was relieved of her burden, and rejoiced in th6 
Lord. In the evening I preached in Dunwich. Sev-. 
eral converts and females were present, who had 
walked thirty miles. I have oflen been affected at 
the pains the poor people in Canada take to attend 
meetings, and at their gladness to hear the word o^ 
the Lord. On the Sabbath two sermons were deliv- 
ered, and the communion administered. Sabbath 
evening, with the Free- Will Baptist church in the east 
part of Southwold, we enjoyed a blessed season, which 
Continued till midnight. 

Monday, I preached at St. Thomas, and felt th6> 
power of the Lord. Tuesday, we went to Londoh, 
where I preached with freedom. The state of our 
churches in Canada was nearly the same as a yeai' 
before. A few had been added in London. Brother 
Huckins appeared humble and engaged. Brother 
Warren Randall, who was baptized at my first visit 
in London, had' lately begun to improve in public. 
The Lord had blessed his labours, particularly at th^ 
Long Woods. There was now a revival there, atid 
Elder Huckins had gathered a small church. Aftei* 
holding a meeting in Westminster, we returned t6 
Oxford ; and there I preached on the Sabbath, June 
SO, and also at a general meeting in Zorra. 

I held meetings again in Zorra, Nissouri, and Ox- 
ford ; and on Thursday, June 24, we bid our relative^ 
farewell, and left for iN ew-York. In the afternoon, I 
preached in Burford. Saturday, we called on brothe^i: 
Daniel Wiers, a preacher in Clinton. He had lately 
been expelled from the Calviniatic Baptist church for 
preaching free grace, and the other principal points 
of doctrine held by our connexion; yet, at the time^ 
he knew of no denomination that embraced the senti- 
ments he advocated. He told me that a ^ conviction 
of the Scriptures being a perfect law, sufficient fOr the 

fovernment of the church, led him to r^ieject all the 
isciplines and articles of men, and to search the Bi** 
ble to find the doctrine that it teaches. The result 
was, a rejection of the doctrines of Calvinism, and the 
embracing of his present sentiments. He was a young 
30 
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man of considerable education, and of much gravity* 
On the Sabbath, I preached at two of his appoint-" 
ments, and enjoyed good seasons. 

July 2, we arrived at North Penfield. Several had 
been converted since our last visit, and eighteen ad-^ 
ded to the church. We attended the Ontario quar-» 
terly meeting, holden the Sd and 4th. On the Sab- 
bath, during a discourse, the power of the Lord 
fell on a proud young man^ who had been, appointed 
to manage a ball the next day. He became muclv 
distressed, went a little distance from the assembly 
into the wood, and cried aloud for mercy. He found 
comfort soon afler, and was baptized. Monday, we 
held a meeting in the south part of Penfield, where 
the converts appeared well engaged. After return- 
ing to Canandaigua, we held four meetings, and then 
started for the ^outh. Between the 12th and 18th of 
July, I preached in Jerusalem, in Benton, four times 
in Milo, and Once in Barrington. Some of these 
meetings were blessed; and at the latter, we rejoicedt 
to find a revival. 

Sabbath, July 18, I preached twice in Catlin; and 
Elder Stid, who attended with me, baptized six. Here 
the wilderness had become a ' fruitful field;' in a 
short time many had been converted, and more than 
fifty baptized and added to the church. Monday and . 
Tuesday, I preached in Jersey and at Mount Wash- 
ington, and enjoyed solemn seasons. For several 
days I had been indisposed, and on Wednesday was 
able to ride only to Poultney, where I was confined 
till the next Sabbath. We were mostly at the house 
of Dr. Dean, whose skilful services, at this, and sev-* 
eral other times, were rendered gratis. In conse-> 
quence of this illness, I disappointed sixteen congre-* 
gations, four of which were supplied by a preacher, 
whom I engaged to attend in my stead. 

Sabbath, July 25, I preached twice in Poultney^ 
and on Tuesday we arrived at Canandaigua. Being 
still unwell) I tarried five or ^ix days, held three oi^ 
four meetings, and baptized one. In the next week^ 
we attended the Benton quarterly meeting, at West 
river in Middlesex^ The reports from the churches 
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were interesting. Tuesday, Aug. 10, we left Canan- 
^aigua, and in four days held meetings in Bristol, 
Jlichmond, and Sheldon, and visited my brother Ives, 
in Hamburg. He accon^panied us to Boston, N.Y., 
where we spent the Sabbath and held two meetings. 
My brother here informed us that he had obtained a 
hope in Christ, and publicly confessed it for the first 
time. He was an apprentice, separated from his ac- 
quaintance, and suffered almost constantly from a 
lameness; yet he appeared resigned, and said he was 
happy in sa3dng, " Thy will be done.*'* On Monday, 
we started for Attica, but my companion was taken 
with a fever, and we were obliged to stop. Yet the 
Lord raised her up, so that on the next day we rode 
to Batavia. On our arrival we met Elders Brown, 
Jenkins, and Straight, with an assembly coming out 
of the court-house, where they had just organized a 
church of eleven members. A revival was progress- 
ing under the labours of Elder Straight, which we 
understood was the first that had ever been in this 
village. After an hour's notice, about two hundred 
dissembled in the court-house, to whom I spoke with 
much fireedom. We next held meetings in Bethany 
and Middlebury, which were solemn and impressive. 
At the latter place, I have since understood, a revi- 
val followed. Friday, Saturday, and Sabbath, we at- 
tended the Bethany quarterly meeting at Groveland. 
The exercises were spiritual, and some came forward 
for prayers. Monday was spent agreeably in Elders' 
Conference and in a church meeting. 

W^ attended our yearly meeting at Clarkson, on 
Friday^ Aug. 27, 1830. The reports from the quar- 
terly meetings were unusually interesting. The gen- 
eral state of engagedness appeared to have greatly 
increased, and a time of such revival had never before 
been enjoyed. At this time the Allegany quarterly 
meeting was received: — and it appeared, that within 
the year past, the nuJLber of members in the yearly 
meeting had increased nearly one quarter. Saturday, 
four discourses were given; on the Sabbath the as- 
sembly was large, and eighteen elders were present. 
Sermons were preached by Elders Wire and Braman, 
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And brother Daniel Wiers. These were followed by 
^ei^iAy and spiritual exhortations. One of these wa9 
Ikom £lder R. Carey. He had been ill for years, 
y^ he had come seventy-five miles, by short stages, 
to attend this meeting. A little fion of his came to 
t^ke care of him; and late in the afternoon, which 
WjE^ as soon as he was able, some brethren helped 
him ascend the stand, and being seated, he addressed 
th^ people. Every eye was fixed on his pale face, 
and^every ear attentive to his voice. Several dropped 
a tear at his feeble appearance, and our sympathy was 
increased by the reflection, that his abundant labours 
to win souls to Christ, had increased his infirmities, 
Qpd compelled him to retire from the gospel field. His 
words were few and weighty; and on leaving the 
stand he wept — as though conscious that he might m> 
^ore meet his brethren in yearly meeting. Many werd 
ipuch afilected. In Elders' Conference, on Monday, 
brother Daniel Wiers proposed to unite with the con^ 
liexion, — on which six Elders were appointed to visit 
his native town and hold a two days' meeting. I have, 
since learned that the council ordained him to the 
work of the ministry. The subject of Masonry was 
^ain introduced; and a resolve passed, I think in the 
following words: "Agreed, that, if any thing can b© 
proved by human testimony, it is abundantly manifest 
that the institution of Free Masonry^ is wicked in the 
extreme; and we do most earnestly entreat all our 
brethren to renounce their masonic obligations; and 
have nothing to do with that system." The yearly 
ipeeting having appointed me their messenger to the 
General Conference to be holden in R. I., i received 
from the Elders' Conference a collection of about 
twelve dollars that was taken the day before. 

As we expectedHo continue our stay in New-Eng*. 
land, perhaps a year, or more, we had a solemn par^ 
ing with our dear brethren. Tuesday, I preached ia 
Greece ; and next day, to an ilgsembly in RocheMer. 
A revival had lately commenced in this village. 
Thur^ay, I spoke to an assembly in Penfield; and 
we sat together in a hciavenly* place. On Saturday, 
we met with our brethren «t Canandaigua, and enjoyeid 



/ 



)) 



er ol 

« arrive 

nd rejou 

larly E 
•lessing 1 

Thursc 
commenc 
business 
much urn 
united by 
on anothe 
us?'' At 
ihere app 
meetings, 
thirty-six 
Gained pre 
fall short q 

Messeng 
connexion, 
a refreshing 
of Conferei 
meeting-he 
and Friday, 
people assen 
that the prea 



&B6 

A RELIGIOUS NART 

tfc« |nresenc« of the Lord. Aeatfem 
cripple, and who could not d out ^ 
his experience in an itnprcofman^ 
I preached a farewell dis ? ««He 
who were added to the chg ^ ghad* 
twenty-eight. W^ enjoy.th an only 
p»union, and then^ bade fa two days, 

ade-Island; 
nren, partic- 

^^ Conference 
^y fifth jov,Q meeting of 

Monday, Sept. 6 ^;arts wTre' so 
New-England, an^id two disciples 
hundred and forty ,eart burn within 
1 yre and Fabius. reports received, 
ol three other apftio„^ geyen yearly 
we attended the I four hundred and 
meetmg at Neij„dred and ten or- 
vious, Elder 4e of these numbers 
gathered the firji^ 



parts. The qu% every jrart of the 
es, about one Meeting, from which. 
ders, three V During the sitting 
preacher. Dghip were held at the 
courses: the forenoon of Thursday 
reached the g^ about two thousand 
t^y miles t,eotedly, I was informed 
uMi mc pic« ^^ were, jj. ^ould be my duty to 
preach. I had ^ptists. ; subject on my mind, and; 
wished some othe' ^ ^^^'^^•forwardi but all declined. 
A sense of the im^ '^^"^ ^of this hour — ^the respon* 
^sibility of the sped^^^f'^ivr'^J the reflection that the aged 
i^d the learned; wiP^ J^esent, and that I was but a 
^yjjMith, made my spK^"Sink; within, me, and it «^-*»«'*'* 
^ though I was less th^ the '^dust of the ba 
!^t, as Erekine says, 

« He cuts me down to build me up, 
H^ ^in{itie« me (n fii m/ o«p«" 



seemed 
balance." 
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Second Tim. 3:16, occurred to my mind wttk somd 
degree of light. I thought it a suitable text for the 
occasion, and concluded to speak from it. But wkile 
the messengers were giving a summary of the revivals 
reported from different parts of the connexion, my 
text went from me, and I could not recollect it. The 
time for speaking drew near-r-I was empty and con-: 
fused — I cried to the Lord for help; and just before 
I arose, the text was* brought to my remembrance; 
'^ Ml scripture is given hy impitaihn cf God, and i« 
proJitabUfor doehine.*^ My mind was composed, the 
subject opened with unexpeoted clearness, 9pA after 
some introduction, I proposed 

I. To present some of the many ar-guments that 
^tablish the divine authenticity of the Scriptures. 

II. To show what doctrine the Scriptures teach. 
On the first division, I argued the authenticity of 

the Scriptures, 1 . From the prophecies and their ful- 
filment. 2. From the miracles — ^whose authenticitv, 
is supported by a greater weight of testimony than an/ 
other facts of equal antiquity. 3. From their internal 
evidences, and agreement with general history. 4. 
From their unparalleled number of martyrs, consider* 
ing the varied character, circumstaaces, and manner, 
in which they have suffered. 

On the second proposition, I spoke, I. Of God, his 
unity, and attributes. % Of the creatioa of man in 
purity, and in the image of God. 3. Qf the account-' 
ability of man, and the law under wbich he is placed^ 
4. Of the transgression of Adam, his fall, and its 
effect on his posterity. 5. Of the atonement made by 
Christ. 6. Of regeneration. 7. Of the church of 
Christ. 8. Of its disciptine and government. 9* OS 
its ordinances. IQ. Of perseverance. 1 1 . Of tha 
general judgment. 13. Of the filial destinies of all 
men. 

It pleased the Lord to give me unusual ireedomj 
and I spoke nearly two hours. The Holy Spirit moved 
iSn the people, and much of the time many wept. 
Several became resolved to seek the Lord. Among 
these was ft merchant at Qreeaville, wbo had hitherto 
trusted in morality for salvation^ and a school teach* 



er, who h«d faken rafuge in alh^bm. In tbe inteimis-* 
sion, I fek exeeedingly humbled for my unprofitable- 
ness, and groaned in spirit, fearing that I had occupied 
« place that might have been filled more profitably by 
another* In the aiteraoon, the meeting-house and 
academy were filled to overflowing. We attended at 
the latter place, where Elder Place preached a feeling 
diBComse, from Luke 2:14: ** Glory to God in the 
highewt," &c. He appeared to be full ef the Spirit of 
tiie Lord. While he was praying for me, one expres-* 
aion affected me much: — *'0 Lord, he has rode on 
the King's beast, and worn the King's apparel — now 
may he sit down, like Mordecai, in the fiang's gate^ 
and remember that he is but a man." At the meet- 
ing-honse, Elder Samuel Hutchins gave a good ser* 
mon. 

Sabbath evening, I spoke with freedom to about 
^five hundred people, in the vestry of Elder Tobey's 
Bieeting-hoQse at Providence; and they heard atten- 
tively. On Tuesday, I preached in Burrillville and 
jBlackatone. At the latter place, a revival had lately 
eommenced. Several mourners kneeled, while prayers 
were ofiered for their salvation. JN^ext day, I preach- 
ed in NcHfth Providence; and the day following^ 
Elders Loring and Yearnshaw, with myself, prepared 
ior publication, the Minutes of the four sessions of 
^e Free<-Will Baptist General Conference. We did 
this by the appointment of the Conference; and in the 
week following, I piMished them in a pamphlet of 
twenty-four pages. This is the first work of the kind 
published in the connexion, and is an interesting ar- 
ticle to those who wish to become acquainted with the 
^denomination. It is not designed as a discipline, but 
dimply to show what we believe is taught and required 
In the law of Cknst. I preached in Cranston, on 
*' the fulness of times;" and, through grace, my soul 
yras full of comfort. * O that I were as thankful as I 
ought to be.' On Friday, I preached in Johnston 
and Greenville. At the former meeting, some ap^ 
peered seriously impressed; and at the latter, several 
came forward for prayer. Reformation now began to 
be visible in Greenville. Of the four sessions of tho 



General CoaferenA^» revivals have -fttllewed diree. 
Saturday evening, and Sabbath, Oot. ^, I piieached 
four times in Pawtucket, and enjoyed liberty* The 
assemblies increased; and at the last meeting, the 
people could hardly be convened in the house. Th^ 
word was blessed to some, one-of whom I understood 
was soon converted. 

On Monday, Oct. 25; I had designed to irtart fyt 
Maine, where I bad sent appointments. But Elder 
Tobey having solicited us to spend a week in Provi^ 
dence, they had been withdrawn, and we aeeepted 
the invitation, making Elder Toby's house our home. 
I preached in the evening at the house of Elder Allen 
Brown. Three .or four preachers were present, the 

governour's wife and daughter, and several of the 
igher class. Yet the Lord hid the '* fear of man*' 
from me, and enabled me to speak widi much h<M-^ 
ness. Wednesday .evening, I spoke with freedom to 
about two hundred people, in the west piMrt of th^ 
town; and on the next evening, again at the vestry, 
which was filled. Friday, I attended a meeting in 
Greenville. A few had found peace, and fifteen came 
forward for prayer. The day following, on onr way 
to Olneyville, while reading bow the Indians had been 
'^ rooted out" of their <^good land," and reduced to 
a handful, I was led to reflect on the iniquity that htta 
polluted the earth, and the misery that has made '^th^ 
whole creation" groan and travel *^in pain together 
until now." Such was the s^ene of madness, foHy, 
,and sin, now presented to my view, that I wept i^ 
jfniles-»^My heart was filled with pain, and I said; '* O 
that my head were waters, and mine eyes a fountain 
of tears, that I might weep day and night for" aruiah 
ed world. On our arrival at Olneyville, I told Elder 
Cheney my feelings; and, as I had an appointment at 
his meeting-bouse, he gave me this text, ^' IVe know 
that we are of God, and the whole t^rld lieth in widbiMl- 
•iiess,'* I preached from it, and had a solenm time. 
Next morning, the house was filled, and I spoke agaiu 
with freedom. In the afternoon, I preached on the 
atonement, at Elder Tobey's meeting-house in Prov- 
idence; and in the evening, to about one thousand 



people in the fiht^^ pktce, on thfe subject of faith; 
The Lord assiisted me, blessed be his name. During 
our 6tay in Providence, Elder Tobey showed us many 
favotirs, and through his influence I received a pres-^ 
eAt of a clofdc. 

We had now beeii in R. I. seventeen days, dnd had 
constantly met with unexpected kindness. I had been 
UAable to comply with one half of the earnest so* 
licitations for preaching; and the entreaties of many, 
Cispeciaily in Smithfield, that I should return, after 
meeting ray engagements in Maine, influenced me to 
tibandokl ray intention of spending the fall in that 
state, and to leave appointments for my immediate 
tetum. MondaV) Nov. 1, we started in company* 
with Elder A. KoUins and wife for Maine. In the 
evening, I preached in Boston, Mass. ; and the next 
evening at Haverhill, on the Merrimack. Here I 
was filled with the love of God. Wednesday evenings 
I preached at Dover, N. H., and the next day, visit- 
ed the different rooms of the calico manufatct^ry, a 
building of six stories. While beholding the machine 
ery, I remembered the scripture, " Man hath sought 
out many inventions;'' and thought within myseify 
'- If men were half as wise in the care of their souls, 
as they are anxious in their care for the body, tho 
world would be happy.' On Friday we arrived al 
Limerick, and attended a prayer meeting. Next day 
I preached in Parsonsfield; and on the Sabbath, spoke 
with usual freedom to a crowded asseihbly at Limer- 
ick corner. We attended t^o meetings on Monday, 
and the next morning started for R. 1. In the eve-* 
ning, I met about eight hundred people in the Meth-» 
9dist chapel at Somersworth, N. H. I read a hymn, 
and as they sung, one played on a bass-viol. On the 
Sabbath previous, I had preached from Col. 3:17: 
''And whatsoeter ye do in word, or deed, do all in ths 
name of the Lord Jesus.'' I recollected, that in thai 
discourse, I preached pointedly, that to obey this 
command, Christians should do nothing, except what 
is commanded by Jesus Christ: and as I could rer* 
member no command of the Saviour for the use of the 
viol, I sighed in spirit. After prayer, I named a text, 
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and h pleased the Lord to stand bj me. Next er^ 
ning, I met a crowded assemblj at the Methodist 
chapel in Dover. Here they also used the viol. Dur- 
ing the day I had reflected much on the use of instru- 
ments of music in the house of God, and queried, as 
to the propriety of reading hymns to be sung in con- 
nedtion with their use. I was satisfied, that there was 
no authority in the New Testament for the practice; 
yet I said within myself, as the use of instruments 19 
not uncommon in this society, and they have opened 
their meeting-house to me, some will be grieved if I 
should make any objections, — I will try to have a^ 
much of^the Spirit as possible, and preach Christ to 
the people. So I read a hymn, and they used the 
viol while they sung. But now a cloud came Over my 
mind, and the Lord hid his face. I tried to preachy 
but was greatly closed, and with difficulty made out 
a dry sermon. 

One reflection sunk deep into my. soul. I have sol- 
*emnly covenanted to obey the New Testament as my 
only petfect law; — this restricts all my actions to the 
commandments of God; yet by reading hymns, I have 
approbated the use of the viol, which God hath not 
required, and which has a tendency to destroy the 
spirituality of worship; and when I am dead, my ex- 
ample may be pleaded to justify' the practice. I 
mourned, and scarcely knew what to do. I could not 
call this subject a trifling one, and thus go along with 
the current of popular opinion. As the largest num- 
ber comists of units, so life is made up of things 
which many call trifles. Yet, should I conclude that 
I could not admit the use of the viol in my meetings, 
it would subject me to considerable inconvenience. 
*I had appointments in popular congregations, where 
I had received many expressions of kindness; and 
many that were dear to me would probably be grieved.' 
And now what should I do ? Afler much trial and 
fervent prayer, the following reflections settled my 
mind: 

1. With all the solemnities of an oath, I have en- 
gaged to obey the gospel of Christ. This requires 
«fie to « do all" that I do, "in the name of the Lord,'* 
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Kow if I use instrumental music '*inihe iiam^ of ike 
Lord,** or approbate its use by reading hymns, which 
is the same thing, I am an impostor^ because I do in 
the name of the Lord, that which he hath not requir- 
ed at my hand. And should I use ihstrumeats in wor- 
, ship, without doing it in the name of the Lord^ then 
I should violate the law that restricts all mj actions 
to the commandments of God. And as there is no 
command for the practice, — if it is useful to the church, 
then some in this day have become '^ wise above what 
is written"— wise above Jesus Christ, ** the wisdom of 
God." For they have discovered one ** good thing** 
which Jesus did not see ; for had he seen thai it would 
be €1 *^gO0d things** he would have given instructions 
^accordingly. For ''no good thing wiH he mlhhold 
from Ihem ^al waik uprightly^** 

2. The use of instrumental music was no part of 
the law that God gave to Moses. And though the 
ceremonial law ' stood in types and shadows and ear*- 
nal ordinances, to be observed till the time of refor-^ 
mation ; ' yet God did not see fit to give instrumental 
music even in that dispensation. And though the 
trumpet was used according to the law, its use was 
never ordered except to give a definite signification; 
so an " uncertain sound y*^ that is, a sound without a 
particular signification, was not ordered by the law. 
Paul says, 1 Cor. 14:11: '* If I know not the mean- 
ing of the voice — ^he that speaketh shall be a barba- 
rian unto me." Instrumental music is like a barba*' 
rian language — or rather, it has no meaning. > " God 
is a Spirit : and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth.'* Instruments of music 
may praise their inventors, but they cannot praise 
God. He is not worshipped by the works of ** men*s 
hands.** The Scriptures do not warrant the conclu- 
sion, that David was authorized by God to introduce 
instrumental music into the Jewish church. The 
Scriptures present to us two disp^en'sations, the law, 
and the gospel. " The law was giveh by Moses — 
grace and truth came by Jesus Christ." Admitting 
that David was inspired to use instruments, — as the 
law was not given by him, that could not make the 
21 
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practice obligatory on the Jewish cht^rch. As w^l^ 
inight we suppose dancing was to lie perpetuated; for 
David danced. And surely ther^ is no reason, ex- 
cept the mere inclinoHon of Ml-worshipperf, wby one 
i^ould be adopted from huf ex&mple, rather tbaa th«r 
other. One has his ear pleased with such innA of 
music, and it becomes Ais will that it should be intro- 
duced into meetings, and, to justify himself; he saxth; 
'' David, the man after God's own heart, vsed instrn- 
xnents.'* Ottters, who wish to dance,. Appeal to the 
flame authority, and say, '* David danced.^' So, ii^ 
Mtrumental music and dancing' staar^ on the same an-' 
thority. /Again, David and others, '* entered into the 
house df God, and did eat the shew briead which wa» 
xiot lawful for him to eat,'' and the priests in the tern* 
pie profaned the Sabbath, and ''were blameless."^ 
jBut thes^ were cases of exception to general obliga-^ 
tion. So, even if Davidt were indulged in the use or 
musical instruments, it might be a similar case of ex- 
<;eption, and others geiierally under the same dispen* 
Station mi^ht not be blameless in the same thing. -Sol*- 
omon says, Eccl. 2:8: '^I gat me men-singers and 
women-singers, and the delights of the sons of men, 
as musical instrtfments, and that of all softs.'' And 
in the eleventh verse, he says: '* I looked on all the 
works that my hands had wrought — uid, behold, all 
was ykhity and vexation of spirit." And though th^ 
Lord sufftnred the practice for a time, yet ''from the 
beginning it was not so;" and be saith, Amos 6: 5: 
' ' Wo to 3um tkat are at ease in 2Siim^'''^^4hai ehani ta 
the sound of the viol, andinverU to themselves imtmnentsr 
of music, like David. " Thus, God himself,, even under 
the law, pronounced a %ffo against those who stma to 
the souna of the viol. 

3. Even though God had approbated instrumental 
music in the law, this would by no means justify its 
use in the gospel dispensation. The law was a dis- 
pensation of the letter, the gospel is a dispensation of 
the Spirit, ^fhs wine tnmt not he put ihto old bottles^ 
The gospel ought not to be corrupted by ' Judaixing^ 
teachers. ' 

4. By ihe use of instruments in singing, the people 



i«t% pteveated from wniierKtianimg the words; and 
there i% a departure from the resolution of an inspired 
«postl«y . ' * I will stag with the spirit, and I will sing 
with the ufiderstaading aliK>.'^ Again, it is ^ useless 
^Rpeuae. True it may be. small at ^rst; but it will 
not rest here. The progress of errour is rapid. In 
4ft iaw ye^ts a bass-viol will not do. Several hundred 
idoll.ars must be expended for an organ; and those 
;who use it must have a saloi^y. This a yoke that the 
«church is not able to bear, for they * have the poor at*- 
way» with iketa.^ We are God's stewards; and since 
he has not required this at our hand, we may be aCf* 
«used of wasting his goods. 

5. The Saviour promised bis appstliBs: *' The Holy 
<7host shall teach you all thii^s. " And said : * * When 
the Spirit of truth is come, la^e will gifide you into atl 
truth." I have known but few Christians, however, 
if aAy, who have pretended that either the apostles or 
themselves, were taught by the Holy Ghost, or gui- 
ded by the Gcmiforter, the Spirit of truth, to bring 
this practice into the church. It is often a cause of 
great trial to humble Christii|ns, aiid sometimes has 
driven them from their meetings of worship. Fre- 
<)uently it- has been the cause of dividing churches, 
sAfkd sometimes of destroying $heir visibility. And, 
though instruments are lately used in the Methodist 
•church, their learned Dr. Adam Clarke says, in his 
<2ommentary on Amos 6:5: "I believe that David 
was not authorized by the Lord to introduce that mul- 
titude of musical instruments into the divine worship, 
of which we read: and I ain satisfied that his conduct 
in t^is respect is most solemnly reprehended by this 
prophet; and I further believe that this use of^^such 
intstruments of music, in the Christian church, is 
pithout the Banciion, and against the wilf^ of God; — 
that they are subversive of the true spirit of devotion; 
and that they are sinful. If there was a wo to them 
who invented instruments of music, as did David, un- 
der the law, is there no ifio, no eurse, to th^m who in-, 
vent them, and introduce them into the worship of 
(rod in the Christian church? I am an old man, and> 
^ old minister; and I here declare that I never knew 
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them productive of ftoj geodi in tlM worship of G«c(; 
and have had reason to believe that thejr were pro^. 
ductive of much evil. Music, as a sdmct, I esteeia 
and admire: but iustrumenta of music in tkehmtae t^ 
(rod, I abominate and abhor. This is the abuse oT 
music." 

A principal argument used for its support, viz: thmi 
it attracts people to the meetings, and by this mean* 
they are converted, — if it proves any thing, proves 
too much: for there are many things that. are wicke^l^ 
which nevertheless attract people, and draw them to 
meeting, and they are awakened and converted. Yet 
this does not in the least degree justify the things th«t- 
induced them to attend worship. Several have re* 
ceived their first conviction from joining in the danee; 
and some denominations bring up their childrenivithin 
the pales of the church,— ««nd this has been toslni'i' 
mental of their eoiwerMon; yet these circumstances 
will not justify practioes contrary to the word of God; 

From these reflections^ I became^ decided as to my 
duty. And lest the influence of some of my dear 
brethren should turn me from my steadfastness, I 
made a solemn covenant y»ith the Lord, that I wquld^ 
not approbate this practice by reading hymns knew* 
ingly to be sung in connexion with the use of must** 
eal instruments; but would give my testimony againsl 
this innovation on gospel worship."^ 

* But some mi^y say, there is no mpre scripture authority for the sing« 
ing of the irreligious in meetings of worship, than for instrumental music. 
True, there is not ; and -when I read hymns, I r^d them for ifae Munts 
to mng, and not for sinners ; and if sinners do sing with the saintu tt»- 
pi'aise the liurd with their lips, while their heart is far from him, the;^ 
" must «ee to it." With the following remarks of Dr. A. Clarke, 1 
perfectly agree : ** The spirit and the uttderstanding aire seldom tlll^- 
ted in our congregational singing. Those whose hearts are right with. 
God, have generally no skill in music; and those who are well skill- 
ed in misic, have seldom a devotional spirit ; but are generally proxid, 
self-willed, contentious, and arrogant. Do not theea persons entfa'eW 
overrate themselves T-^And should any thing he esteemed in the chwroii. 

of God, but in proportion to its utility 1 Some of those who sin<j 

with the understanding, without the spirit, suppose themselves of^ 
great consequence in the church of Christ; and they find foolish, super- 
Mciat people, whom they persuade to be of their own mind, and some 
raise purties and contentions, if they have not every thing their own 
way ; and that way is generally as ttosurd as it is ueseriptural, anti 
contrary to the spirit and simplicity of the gctspeU** The first thiagtbft 



Tbutfiday, Nov, f1, we ©tUthiued our journey, and 
on Saturday arrived at Pawtucfcet, niuch fatigued. Iii 
Irbe evening I preached in this place, ^nd on the Sab-^ 
bath spbke in much wenknesei lit Providence, North 
Providence, and Greenville. In the latter, I enjoyed 
a good season. Afler the meeting, I was sick, and 
i^nt out but little tiH the next Tuesday. During 
eur absence, the iiumber of mourners had increased, 
and a few were brought mto liberty. Among these, 
were the inercbant at|d i^^ist named before. The 
former, I understood, qi^ hearing that his wife wa^ 
converted, wept aloud for t^o hours, and prayed for 
mercy; and in a meetmg shortly after, he said, < I ha(i| 
built what I thought a ime fabric— fand trusted in 
morality. But 1 thank Qod that he l^as thrown it all 
down.' TWs seemed to overthrow a refuge of the 
wii5teed, who had often pointed to Mr. A., saying, 
'<Show u$ a Christian that is more upright. - During 
the week, I preached in- Scituvte, Greenville, twice 
in Gloucester, and enjoyed usual fi-eei^m. 

On the Sabbath, the meeting-house at Greenville 
Was filled with people, and I spoke on baptism. After 
this, £ld^r Alien bfiptlsted four. I gave a dtscourse 
in the afternoon on con^munion. In the evening we 
attended ^ conference; saints were edified, and some 
mourners arose fov pn^er. Monday evening, at 
North Providence, I «poke frcfifl Rom. 8 :«9, 30: " For 
whom he did foreknow," &e. Next day, | preached 
near Esq. Matthewson%; and the day following, 
which was the day appointed for thanksgiyii^g, we 
rode in a tedious storm tq Qlneyville, wher^ ( ipoke 
to about sixty. After this, oi| oiJ|r way to l^ovi^ence, 
the wind increased to a gale, but the Lord preserved 
us ; and in the evening f j^poke witl| freedom at the 
house of Elder Tobey. Next evening, I met about 
four hundred people at the seoonc) Baptist church in 
Providence. Hearing the sound of m organ^ I re- 
marked to the minister c^f thii^ cqngr^^ation, that I 

gospol roquir^ of Ui« rniregWDdnite, is rff»calt|^)p<Q ^n^ QOiiTerg|OB: aAec 
theoQ, and nqt before, tbey are subjects of other commands and exborta» 
tions : then tbey may •* sing and make mdody in tbqir bei^ts i|nto |b<^ 
l^rd." - 
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eould not in g6od'ooiii«iteee adflut ks use; and suit- 
ed bim how I eouid aveid it and not give ofienee. 
He replied, ^' The meeting ie yeur own, and it is yo«tt 
right to conduet it aa you please." So I read a hymti, 
and requested the singers to onait the use of the ot- 
gan. The request was granled, and they sung with 
the understanding, vnd 1 thought with the spirit. The 
manner in which I was treated^ is an eacample that Is 
praiseworthy. A eongregatioo, or a band of singers, 
have mo right to usurp authority over the consciene^ 
of a minister. On Saturday, I preached at Spragu<;'s 
manufactory in Smith^ld; two were deeply exercised^ 
and kneeled in the time of prayer; one of these, -I 
understood, found p<^e the next day. 

Sabbath, Nov. 38, I preached three tinies in Ch^- 
patchet with considerable freedom; and at the close 
of the third sermon, I had such a sense of the state 
of the wicked, that I eould not refrain from weepiag 
aloud. During this week I held meetings in Burrill* 
ville, Smithfield, Scttuate, and attended a conference 
at Greenville. The refornation continued moderately. 
Sabbaih forenoon, while speidLing from Eccl. 12*. 14,. 
I remarked that $ecrec^ is a sign of iniquity; and that 
Chfistians should be open in their conduct; and 
qaoted sev^rid seripUares against '* the' work$ ofdafk^ 
»es«." In the afternoon, we heard £lder WiDian^ 
Hurley, a minister of the General Baptists, from Eng- 
land.* He prieacbed an excellent discourse f)'Otn 
Luk^ 13:24: '' Strive to enter in. at the strait gate," 

* Thero are several sects of the General Baptists in Eneland., One 

i>r these is nearly the same in sentiment as the Free -Will Baptists in 

America ; a«d an inierestiiigf cnnreapeadence has. existed bet«reen them 

and o«r oonneaieo iJMr about torn years. EMer Hurley is a ineiftliA> of 

the connexion that corresponds with us. He informed me, that tl^ydo 

not practice what is callea open commonlon; yet he said this diner- 

«nce mii^ht have originated f'r6m tbo 4^er0ti nrcutnatoMe^ of the 

eongr^atioos m Ikigland and Aneriet* In that country the p«^1^ 

attend their own meetings with great regularity; and application '^ooi 

one of another denomination to commune with them is rarely made. 

This opinion is confirmed by tbe fact, tM^ thoso of their chufches aail 

preachers in this donntry, that haTO become acquainted with the Free- 

Will Baptists, have onUed wjtk them.. Thus a conierence of their. 

fhurches containing between one and two Uiousand menibers in Nortk 

Carotina* have latdy agreed to open their cosamifi^ion to all ssi^Btt, a|}4 

have united with the Fmo-WiU Baptist .couiexi*^.. 
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Im^ Ib |he evening J pr«ftidi«d a^ar Siiathfi«U, aad 
bad a yery interefitiug time ; several s{K>ke, and six 
covenanted to seek the Lord. The next mornings a 
fnan asked me who I meant in my sermon, yesterday, 
when I said, '* It is a shame to speak of those thing« 
that are done of them in secret.',' I told him that the 
fa^^ing was borrowed from the Bible, and th^ I 
.meant all who do in secret that of which they are 
iLsharoed. ^* But," said he, ■* did you not mean i»a-. 
Jl0»sV* I said if masons do in se^et those thingfl of 
which it is a shame to speaks I did. '' Well, wel),'* 
said he, ^* you had better mind how you bring up a 
respectable body of men in publio where they have 
not a chance to i^nswer for themselves. I thought . I 
shQuld come to bear you preach in the evening; but 
.f^(^er hearing those remarks, I coaeluded that I wovd4 
l^pt." I{e then teilme abruptly. Tiieeday, I met 
JGld^rs Tobey, Yearnshaw, and AHen ni Greenville, 
Xo- prds^in Ethan Thori|ten, . a brother of Elder A. 
Thornton, deceased* |o the office of a <kacon. By 
bi^., request, I prea<^ed oa the occasion, and Mt 
greatly impressed witl^ the importaoee of the ditties 
of tbi^ sacre4 Qffi.ee. Next day, I had a meeting at 
. Gloucester, a^id ene who h^d covenanted with me to 
Jie^the Lorfl,gavai|&timAtions ofhavisg found Jeaas. 
... Thursday, Dec, 9, we attended a meeting at the 
jaeeting-hottse in Gireeaville> w^ich was dei^ne4 tc( 
ej^pose the iniquity nf Free Meawry.- .Elder AlleA de-, 
clijoing an invit^o^ to make tlie introductory prayer, 
the requefiit w^a a44>'ease4 to me. And as the voice of 
inspiration says, ** I will thfit men pray every where,'* 
...J, accepted the invitation. AAer.this, we heard a very 
oaadid and able discourse on the subject, from Mr. 
Moses Thatcher, a Gongregationalist minister. Tl^en 
an <ig^ and venerable Quaker, who^bad been a ma*. 
. aim, testified, that the diaelodnres relative to Free 
Masonry wer^ correct, as far ^s he had ti^ken the 
.. (degrees. I bfid said. nothing on the subject, in any 
public meeting in New«£ngland; and had calculated 
%o be silent in tfiis meeting; but not^ a trembling 
. seized me, and I felt. impresse4r I believed^ by ,tha 
Spirit of the Lord^ to state some facte with which | 
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had been aeiquaiiited, Gonnceted with the abduetkm^*' 
of Morgan. For I had found, to my surprise, i^st- 
duch had been the power of the detepiion usedjij^y Iho- 
fratermiy, that tery tiiaaj supposed that Moi^^ bad 
neret been taken away by masons ; or if he hads f hat- 
it was only doeie by a few, and the deed was^disnp*' 
proved by tiie insttttitfotx, he. • I wius acquainted witii^ 
flvets which were weighty on the subject; and I h^^ 
liev>ed I ahenld be oondemned by God, if I now with^. 
he)d these things from the people. I also knew there* 
were serious persons in the mullktide present, iO' 
whom the sUence of Christians respec^g tl^s &vi(, 
was a great ^^ stumping block." Therefor-e, lei^ £ 
should be* guilty of the blood of souls, I stated soma^* 
faots, gave my testioiony against t4ie institution) made, 
an apology for those that had been taken xja the sm^e^^ 
entreating the peopls'to deal tenderly with themj a|ic| 
warned sinners'to be eautknis, lest th;^ subject should^ 
take their attention from their e^icnaL intereetSi J.- 
spoke abont fi^eeii nmntes. Most o^ the 'assembly-. 
we|>t, and after meeltttg, iMme i^Oi wlip^^i this sabjeot 
had been a trial, manifested seviouaniess for the firafer 
time, and with tears asked; me to, ftray fbr them. 
From this time, however, the counlenance and con*; 
daet of those that were tnhfsatt a<(ac^d to the intfti* 
tntion were matevtally ehanged-TT<sonie that had ap- 
peared to be my friends Iwrned against me*— and 
letters, ur^¥%endfyj erml, ^snA a4ii^|dano«ff, were'sant^ 
b^rfore me to Maine, apfajre^^y- to be%^' ^P ^7 
way. This was iniexpetst^d (^position, ^nd such a» . 
I had neTor before mtet fipom * * * * * * ♦ 
My heairt was filled wilk meuiniittg, and I wept da^ 
and night.-^I liltlo thewgM, when I )eA my ewa 
oonniry to visit my dear brethren in th^ east, that for. 
the eOnseientsona diaallargeof mydaty, i s^nldhave. 
to endure smoh opposlHon. B^t this is nothing, eom- 
pared with what my Lord has endnred for me: and 
lie said of tfe^ world, ^ Me ithai^, because I testify 
cf t^) thai tht vKfTh^. i|4^f«^' are toU. " Therefore, I 
hare been enabled to commit tliese things to Him 
who ^^ j'odgeslh^risgkb^em^^*^ and pray that *' my vm^ 
judging ^efiidfi*'^ n^j e^xifiiA!^r what these seripturei^. 



minxi: '' 7bue& mi m»» mmnied, mnd 4a my fropk^ 
no Aarm" — "InasmuA a$ ye have done it umta one 
cf ike Umt of these my hreiharen, ve have dotte it unto me, ' ' 

On Saturday I preaohed at Ohieyvifie, and on the 
Sabbath gave my farewell discoarse in Greenvilte. 
Some wept aloud, and nine mourners oovenanted ta 
fli^ek the Lord as long an they lived. Several breth«- 
ren and friends, knowing that I had made a consider^^ 
able sacrifice to return t(> this state, communicated 
l^Mrally; especially as thay knew I had received 
very little, because I had testified against the wod&a. 
of iniquity. Afler preaching in North Providence j^ 
Providence, Pawtucket; Rehobotb, and Attleborough, 
W^e went in a steam4K>at to Newport, where we tar-r 
ned six days* I preached -six times, and enjoyedf 
some freedom. We were kindly received by Eldera 
Jkldie and McKenxie. The latter is a young man of 
the age of eighteen years, and was ordained the- 
spring before. He had the care of a eensiderid>le 
•chtfrch, and appeared humble and well engaged. We 
were told that he commenced predehing in his fiither's' 
chamber, when a little boy;- and' gathered a society 
of about fifty, of his age, each of whom gave a emit 
etery week which was distributed to the poor. 

- We visited the grave-yard in Newport. It coi^ 
tains some acres, and the greater part is closely fiUed' 
with gr-aves. Unnumbered monum^its and tomb-^ 
•tones of all kinds, were standing, inclining, or lying 
on the ground. For an iMur we walked o'er '^t4c 
Migregmtion of the deed;" and when I saw how time 
had baffled the labours of nmn to perpetuate their 
memory, and that they lay here f^M-gottea, I fell .on 
my face and cried, * Alils, thie is the end of my race, 
and ihue doth the glory of roan fiMie away! And now 
mine ey^s have seen an end of all earthly perfection* ' 
We also visited the Jews' synaeogue, which is an 
elegant square brick building. While we viewefdthe 
altar, the ten commandmenti} written xm plates of 
brass, the vessels of Mosaic work, the candlesticks^ 
whose lights had gone out, and the burying ground » 
all of which seemed desolate raoKoments of wealth 
mid grandeur; and while we reflected that not a Jew 
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remained on ik^ Mmd, ire wmm >emiiided of what 
th« enieifkrs of the Sciviotnr said^ '^ His Wood be on 
uis^ end OB onr chiidrenV' ead of the nsmeroiia pro^h- 
eciee ceoceming the descdatioas of that udbeireving 
nation. Truly QoA hath vitfted '^ the iiitq«ities of 
the fathers upon th« children'" that hate him; and 
tmth reqaired the bloed of the Son 0f God at their 
hand. 

From Newport we went to- Beaton, and tarrk^ 
three days. I preaehed thrice in an upper chamber 
with freedom. Several were* revived, and some were 
irarakened. On Satarday, Dee. ^, we attended the 
Roman Catholie celebration of Cheistmas, or tl» 
hirth«^y of Christ. More thiai^ two ^loueand people 
were present, seven hundred. of- whom we undersloe«l 
were members of the Roman Catholic church. They 
plvfed OB several kinds ef instraments of music, and 
BCCompaBied tfaem with singing* Here we saw their 
images, praitings, and candles burning at noon-daf ; 
and a great many other things not named hi the Bi- 
J>le. Sevend pHMta^ add a bishop attended, clad in 
very sumptuous appard ; which, at a little distance> 
appeared to be cloth covered -with gold and silver » 
gems and needle^-worfc. The attire of the bishifp 
earpaased that ef the otb^ps in show and grandeul*. 
He had also a autre on his head, that appeared to be 
eorered with g^. A p^ <^the time they stood with 
tteir backs to the peofde, frequently kneeling before 
iheifrknages, and then ioMnediately rising; some of 
ithe time they read praj«eii8 in Latin. A young priest^ 
<2lad in a wl^ surplice, preached to the people; but 
his voice was so feeble that we could only occasionall]^ 
understand a word. I thought within myself, those 
Christians ! ^n4io desire unseriptttra^ practices, and 
worldly grandeur, may come here and learn instruction. 
Here they may see, that after men depart from the sim^ 
fUciiy of the Bible, they will not. be content till they 
obtain all the glory oiBabyhn, When I had looked on 
all the vanity that was exhibited on this occasion, under 
pretence of worshipping God, my soui hated, more 
than ever, the worldly display of the anti-christian 
worship; and I felt to thank God that the pure aad 



kolf religion of Jemis' Obrist, liinfaiiw tUs outwrni^ 
pomp> aad possesses % glory tkal wUl not fade aiwiay. 

I preAched at tlw Methodist chapel ia Dharleatowii^ 
then went to Haver hill and held five or stJE aaeetiags. 
These were attended with considerable of the good 
(Spirit. One of them, on the last erening. of the year; 
wad what is called a ^^waieh matting/' and it conttiH 
tied with considerable interest till after midnight. In 
this meeting, I j^eached two sermoas* lo another 
meeting, I preached from Ezekiel 13:^: *' Becmtw 
vnthlusye ha^e^'made the heart nf ^ ri^eam smd4 
ivkom I have not made sad; and sirengtkened the honia 
of the wtdb^, thai he should not rMum/ram his wicked 
Vfay, by promintn^ Mm life." In this meeting, a back-^ 
slider, who had eBfthracedlTniversalism, wasecmvinced 
of his errour, and from this lime sought the Lord till 
he found salvatioan. The brethren in this place con* 
municated to me'liberally. In the early part of Jant» 
nary, 1831, I preached in Dover, Rochester, amt 
three or four times in Somfers wtirth. The meeting at 
Rochester was impvesslye, and a few. came forward 
for prayer. / 

. On the 10^ of the month, we arrired at LmEserick^ 
Me., and were kindly received by ]^er Elias Libby* 
He devoted his whole time to preaching, and wad now 
engaged in a reformation in Limeridc and Limington; 
and through his instnamentalky, sinners were con-' 
staatly turning to the Lord. For eight days I attend^ 
ed meetings with him in these towns, aad in Newiield: 
It foil to my lot to preach at every appoikitmeat, and 
the Lord was pleased to give us some sokmin, happy 
seasons. On Wednesday and Thursday, l#th aad-dOth 
of the month, I i^tendted "the ParsonadSeld quarterly 
meeting, at the south meetkig*houee in limington. 
1 gave four dtscourses; in the fast, the Lord fovoured 
me with much freedom,: and great solemnity rested on 
theassembly. In this meeting several were awakened 
to seek the Lord; and sherHy after I understood that 
some were converted. On Friday, I attended the 
Elders' Conference, and pretehed at the west meeU» 
ing-ihouse. A young man- kneeled aad cried ^r mercy 
for some time* He was converted soon after. Next 
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day, I understood that eight In the revival had found 
comfort since the ccmitnencement of the quarterly 
meeting. In the afternoon, I preached in Farsotis- 
field, and in the evening enjoyed a pleasant intervie\^ 
with Elder J. Buzzell. Sabbath, I spoke twice in 
this town, and the Lord blessed the word to the 
awakening of one, who was soon after converted. 
Next, I preached in Limerick and at the Metho«- 
dist chapel in Boston; and Wednesday and Thursday, 
met with the Gorham quarterly meeting in this town* 
On Saturday and Sabbath, we attended a general 
meeting in Windham. Between the 30th of January 
and the ISth of February, 1831, I preached in Ray-* 
mond, Bridgeton, Harrison, Windham, Gorham, 
and enjoyed some quickening seasons. 

An eclipse of the sun happened on the ISth of Feb- 
niary, and more than eleven twelfths of its surface 
were darkened ; yet the light was considerable. This 
reminded me of the time when it " shall be turned to 
darkness." Again, I thought, as a twelfth part of 
the sun giveth so much light, so doth a little influence 
ft-om Christ, **the Sun of righteousness," greatly 
illuminate a darkened world. In the evening, I 
preached at Gorham corner, and next day in Scarbo- 
rough. After this, we went to Portland, and were 
affectionately received by Eider E. Shaw, with whom 
I had been acquainted in New- York. He now had 
the ctoe of a church belonging to the Christian con« 
nexion that had lately separated from the Christian 
church in this place, on account of the introduction 
of instrumental music and subh like things. Elder 
Shaw and the brethren with him, in number about one 
hundred and thirty, appeared generally humble and 
well engaged; though, like most dissenters from the 
prevailing orders, they were not strangers to opposition 
and trials. They had built a plain and convenient 
house for worship; and every member enjoyed the 
privilege of speaking when moved by the Holy 
Spirit. I held six or seven meetings with them, for 
two or three days visited with Elder Shaw from house 
to house, and fbund some penitent souls that desired 
salvation. 



, In the latter part of February, we went to Bruus- 
^ck and Topsham, beautiful villages on the Andros- 
coggin. In these towns, the Lord was reviving his 
w^ork, and several had been brought to rejoice, I 
preached with the people seven times, and enjoyed 
some good seasons. In the early part of March, I 
held two meetings in Lisbon, five in Richmond, and 
nine or ten in Gardiner, a town on the Kennebec. 
In Richmond, the brethren were well engaged, and 
our meetings were times of rejoicing. At Gardiner, 
I enjoyed usual freedom. A good revival was pro- 
gressing in one neighbourhood. In one of rty meet- 
ings, twenty mourners came forward for prayer; many 
e:jhorted, and it was a very refreshing time. At out 
of my appointments in the village of Gardiner, a ru*- 
mour was circulated without my knowledge, that I 
would pireach against Free Masonry, On this, as 
well as on several other similar occasions, I thought 
it ray duty to confine myself to other important sub- 
jects ; though by this means the people were disapr 
pointed. Indeed, I have never spoken upon this 
subject, except when I believe,d it would be a crime 
for me to be silent. At another appointment, two 
hours before the time arrived for the meeting to com- 
mence, I assented to a request to preach on the sub- 
ject, and a crowd of people, attended. I read Gen. 
49:5, 6, 7: " Simeon and Levi are brethircn; instrU'- 
ments of cruelty are in their habiiationa, my souly 
come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine 
Jwnour, be not thou united! for in their anger they slew 
Oi man, and in their self-will they digged doion a wall, 
(pursed be their anger, for it was fierce ; and their wrath, 
for it was cruel: I icill divide them in Jofiob, and scatty 
them in Israel,^* When I had read to the clause — 
'* they slew a man" — I paused, and several appeared 
to feel very keenly, that its application was unavoida^ 
ble, I had understood that my discourse was to have 
an immediate answer, so I gave liberty; but every 
jmaa remained silent. 

• • • • 

Between the 13th and 25th of March, on our re- 
turn to Limerick, I preached in Litchfield, Bowdoin- 
ham, Topsham, Brunswick, Portland, Gorham, Scsur- 
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borough, and Baxton. Some of these meetings werer 
attended with much of the good Spirit, and I expect 
to meet some fruits of them in eternity. The breth^ 
ren in Gardiner, Richmond, and Portland, communi- 
cated liberally of their substance. We spent nearly 
a week in Limerick and *Parsonsfield, and attended 
eight meetings; then met appointments in Wakefield 
and Newfield. Sabbath, April 3, I preached thrice 
in Ossipee to a considerable assembly, that was very 
solemn. In this place, we had a short interview with 
a sister of Elder Benjamin Randall, the founder of the 
Free- Will Baptist connexion. She appeared to be a 
" mother in Israel;" and we were much delighted 
by her plainness and humility. She remarked, thai 
her brother. Elder Randall, was a very plain man^ 
and was ever opposed to the pride and superfluity that 
too oflen dishonour professed Christians. Ader this^ 
I pjreached in Effingham, Parsonsfield, and twice in 
Brownfield. The last of these discourses was given on 
a funeral occasion, and to me it was a dark and trying 
time ; yet soon after this, I understood one was convert- 
ed that dated her awakening at this meeting. Thus he 
that soweth, **knoweth not whether shall prosper, 
either this or that." Next I held meetings in Par- 
sonsfield, Limington, Cornish, HoUis, and Bideford. 
In these places there were signs of good, and we en- 
joyed a good degree of the divine influence. 

Thursday, April 2l, had been appointed by the 
governour of Maine for a fast; and agreeably to pre- 
vious appointment, we met with Elder J. Emery and 
his congregation, at the west meeting-house in Lim- 
ington. I preached a sermon, showing what kind of 
a Jast the Lord requireth. See Isa. 58. I enjoyed 
much freedom, and this was a '^ solemn fast." After 
this, we had a good season in communion and washing 
feet. On Saturday, I preached at the house of Elder 
Buzzell in Parsonsfield; but enjoyed little power 
and felt much depressed in spirit. One person, how- 
ever, was awakened, that shortly after obtained a 
hope. On the Sabbath, I preached at the meeting- 
house, and felt greatly aflected while speaking of the 
signs of the times, and the approach of the last day. 
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In the evening, I held a meeting at the house of Dr. 
Sweat; and a few came forward for prayer. During 
the week following, we enjoyed some refreshings in 
assemblies at Porter, Effingham, and Parsonsfield. 

May 1, 1831, we started on a journey to Massa^ 
chusetts, New-Hampshire, and Vermont. I preached 
to assemblies in Waterborough and Somersworth, and 
felt remarkably strengthened of the Lord in trying to 
pull down the strong holds of Satan. A good revival 
was progressing in the latter place, and at an inquiry 
meeting, ten came forward for prayer. Wednesday 
evening, I preached with much. freedom in Dover, to 
It large assembly, and many wept aloud. I next met 
appointments in Strafford and Barnstead. These were 
good seasons, and one covenanted to kneel and pray 
thrice a day for a year. On Saturday and Sabbath^ 
I preached once in Pittsfield and thrice in Epsom ; 
and at the latter place, felt greatly humbled for my 
vnprofitableness. During ten days following, I at-« 
tended two meetings in Hawke, Hve in Haverhill, 
three in Boston, aad one in Dover, Some of these 
were times of trial, others were seasons of much re- 
joicing, aad the word appeared to fall '*into good 
^oand." 

Wednesday and Thursday, May 18 and 19, we 
attended the New-Durham quarterly meeting in Mid- 
dleton, N. H. This quarterly meeting was formed 
about forty-eight years ago, and is the oldest in the 
ct)nnexion. Two aged brethren were present, who, 
we understood, were in Christ, at or before the time 
that Elder Randall was converted, and were ''yoke 
fellows" with him, from the first of his religious course 
to the end of his useful life. These were very plain, 
grave, and apparently very holy men. One of them 
was a man of few words; the other was called a noisy 
Christian, as he sometimes said **Amen,^* and shouted, 
saying, *' Glory to God,^* in time of worship. On the 
first day, reports were received from about thirty 
churches; some of them were enjoying revivals. 
Several exhortations were given, after which I spoke 
from Ps. 27:4, 5: ** One thing have I desired of the 
Lord," Sec. Next day, I spoke two hours and twenty 
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minutes with much freedom. In the afternoon, Elder 
Blaisdell delivered a diseourse, several weighty ex-i 
hortations w«re given, and a few came forward for 
prayer. Through the kindness and iniSuenoe of 
£lders Place and Blaisdell, I here received a collec-* 
tion of about fifleen dollars. Friday, I preached at 
the funeral of a man in Wolf borough. I was told that 
two days before his death, he remarked, lightly, '* hk 
iteo days, my day of grace will be past." But O, how 
little did he think he was speaking the truth! He 
came suddenly to his end by the kick of a horse. I 
next preached with usual freedom in Wolfboraughy 
twice in Tuflonborough, twice in Sandwich, once ia 
Meredith, and once in Holderness. 

Saturday and Sabbath, May 28 and 29, we attend* 
ed the Sandwich quarterly meeting, holden at Alex<^ 
andria. I preached twice at this meeting, once from 
Matt. 16:26: '' For what is a man profited, if he 9kuli 
gain the whole world, and lose his ownsouH'* Ue,; anil 
while speaking, the power of the Lord came upoa 
me— his light shincd before me — and the wortk of tlM 
sonl, and again its loss, opened to my mind with such 
awful sublimity, that I was carried beyond all my 
former conceptions and feelings. I beheld my fellow 
creatures sinking! — sitiking!^ — sinking!— -with Christ 
before their eyes. And once or twice, I was so much 
overpowered that it seemed as tltough I should lose my 
breath. The assembly that stood within and without 
the house, ws^s greatVy aflTected. After the meeting, 
I visited several that appear)ed much awakened aad 
quite tender; but they would not promise to turn- to 
God. ' O that this people knew the time of their 
visitation. '• I tarried the next day and held a meeting^. 
Only a few eame forward for prayer, and I left the 
place in deep mourning for the people of Alexandriau 
After preaching in Molderness and Campton, we 
preoeeded to Lisbon, a town in the north west part of 
New'Hampshire, and attended a meeting. The. state 
of religion was low in this place ; but, feeling an im- 
pression that God would revive his work immediately, 
I spoke from Matt. 3:3: *' Prepare ye the way of the 
X^ordj" and told the peaple my ^prcasion. Saturday 
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and' Sabbath^ June 4 and 5, we attended the Whee- 
lo«ck quarterly meeting, holden in Cabot, Vermont. It 
appeared to be a time of some trial among the church- 
es; yet we enjoyed a good season, and several knelt 
for prayer. After this, I preached with much freedom 
in Wheelock and Sutton. The latter meeting was on 
the day of military exercises ; two companies marched 
into the meeting-house, with their equipments. My 
subject was, "the signs of the times." We tarried 
the night with Elder Woodman, and enjoyed a very 
agreeable interview. On Wednesday, I preached in 
Lyndon and Waterford, Vt. ; and the next day, again 
with freedom in Lisbon, N. H. 

On Friday, June 10, 1831, I attended the annua) 
ineeting of the N. H. Charitable Society. Seventy- 
five brethren and preachers were present. A vener- 
able man, of the age of seventy-seven, who was con-? 
ttMBporary with Elder Randall, and had served as 
{president of the society every year since its organi- 
sation, arose and remarked, that it had ever been 
their practice when they came together, to make 
prayer unto God ; and that it would be well for each 
to search for duty. After a little silence, Elder Enoch 
Place fell on his knees, and nearly the whole assem- 
bly followed his example. He prayed with much 
fervour; and near the close, the sound o£ Anien, and 
occasional groans, were heard from different parts of 
the house. It appeared that there was a fund of about 
oone thousand dollars belonging to the society; and 
thai, at each session of the yearly meeting, the soci- 
ety gave the interest of the money to the needy. Any 
man of good moral character might become a member, 
by giving fiv^ dollars, or by paying the interest on 
five dollars annually. Thirty-one persons became 
noembers at this meeting. 

Saturday, June 1 1 , the N. H. yearly meeting open- 
ed. The forenoon was spent in business, and in 
hearing the reports from the quarterly meetings, which 
were considerably refreshing. In the afternoon, a 
sermon was delivered, and several exhortations were 
given by preachers and brethren. Sabbath morning, 
prayer meeting oorameiiced at ^ o'clock, And before 
32* 
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ten the meeting-house was crowded. I spoke two 
hours and thirty-seven minutes, with freedom, from 
Mark 16:15, 16, la the afternoon, Elder Caverfio 
preached from Dan. 7 ;9, 10: ''I heheid till the thrones 
were cast down,'' &c. At the close, fifly^two pereoos 
stood in the galleries and sung the Judgment Ai^heiQ. 
This was solemn and impressive, and all gave the 
strictest attention. At Q o'clock, ahout one hundied 
people assembled for a conference meeting. Ailer 
several exhort actions were given, Elder Place related 
a part of his experience, which was very remarlcable; 
and stated some interesting particulars relative to his 
iirst acquaintance with the Free-Will Baptists at/ 
]Vew-Durhaia» about thirty years ago, He said, that. 
though Elder Handall was 'Mittle of stature," hi» 
face pale, and his appeavance feeble, he had a voice 
like thunder, and his preaching was attended witii 
great power. Also, that at that time^ this denomina- 
tion was so holy and hurnble, and their preaching so 
powerful, that the work of God followed them wher- 
ever they went; insomuch that many, and he himseilV 
thought their spirit was cotUikgiom; and they feared 
to come nigh them, lest they should cjatoh the same 
spirit. '^ But/' said he, '' I fear that we, as a people, 
are not what we onc^ were ^ that a spirit of popularity* 
is gaining among us; and ths^, as the Israelites de- 
sired to be like other nations^ so we are patterning 
afler other denomination^^, and departing from the 
simplicity there is in Christ. For more than twentj 
years I have kept, on mjoelf, and on this connexiofi^ 
a jealous eye ; and it does i^ot sit well on my feelingly 
when I hear it said, ''The Free- Will Baptists are 
becoming more orderly, and do not make as much 
noise as they formerly did.'^ And when I hear the 
drunkard say, *' they preached weti,*^ and the infide) 
say, '* they are respectable y^^ then my soul is pained, 
and I fear God will send us a curse instead of ^ 
blessing." He addressed the saints with much feeK 
ing, and exhorted them to come out of the world inta 
the ordeip of God; and, afler expostulating powerfuUjF 
with the wicked, he lifted up his; voice andexclaimed, 
" Ground your arms! — aground your arms! — groufid 
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yowr arms! ye rebels!" And such was the power 
which attended these words, that a trembling seized 
the aasembly, and the place became awful on account 
of the presence of God. When Elder Place had 
spoken about an hour, he ceased, and a few others 
exhorted. Then again he appeared to be filled with 
the word of the Lord, spoke for half an hour, and his 
voice seemed to sound like the thunder of Sinai. His 
strength failed; and as he rested, I invited sinners 
that felt their need of salvation, to come to the for* 
ward pews for prayer. Immediately nine came and 

tell on their knees. Among these was Esq. O , 

who had served the N. H. Charitable Society as treas- 
urer, for twenty years, without fee or reward. Some 
of them wept aloud, and others, joining them, fell on 
their knees, or kneeled in other parts of the assem-^ 
hly, till the number was increased to twenty-three. 
Many prayers Were made in their behalf; and some 
prayed for themselves. Several of the preachers 
continued their supplications till their voices were 
hoarse ; and Elder Place pleaded with God for them, 
till he was quite exhausted; went to a window and 
obtained a litt^ breath; then he lifted up his voice and 
thanked God, and wept, and prayed again for sinners. 
The meeting continued till about midnight, and two 
or three professed to be converted. 

Monday, one o'clock, P. M. Several preacher», 
with myself, met about one hundred and fifly people 
at the meeting-house. I spoke a little more than an 
boar, on repentance and pardon; some exhortations 
were given, and the exercises were attended with 
heavenly power. At four o'clock, a discourse was 
preached by Elder Benjamin S. Manson, from Mark 
^:36: ** Be not afraid, only believe." He spoke 
half an hour with much freedom ; then exhortations 
were given by Elders Pettingill, Smith, Plumb, Leav«« 
itt, Knowles, and some others. At half past six, the 
invitation was given to the mourners to come to tho 
forward pews. The young people were generally 
seated in the galleries; and it was truly affecting to 
see many of them, in the pride of youth, leave their 
seats and come down weepiag. Twenty-eight kneel- 
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ed, and manj fervent prayers were made for them. 
In the meantime, I observed the people leaning over 
the front of the galleries; and as they looked on th^e 
mourners, their tears fell like drops of rain. Con* 
viction now reached the hearts of sinners in every 
part of the assembly; and as they came to the seat9 
of the heavy laden, some appeared scarcely able to 
stand; fell down suddenly, and poured forth tbeir 
grief like a flood. One young lady, while trying to 
reach the other mourners, lost her strength, ttnd sunk 
on her knees in the aisle. She wept exceedingly, and 
several prayed for her, She was then assisted to ^ 
forward pew, where, with difficulty, she was kep^ 
from fainting, With her eyes lifted toward heaven^ 
she prayed fervently about two hours, when the Loni 
spoke peace to her soul. A little afler 7 o^dock^ 
about forty had bowed the knee; their weeping wa« 
very great, and many of them were pmying for them-' 
selves. Abo^t dqnset they arose, were seated tcH 
gether, and ten of them spoke. $ome confessed -to 
their parents, or other relatives, and entreated tkem 
to forgive all the wrongs they had ever committed. 
Then all, as it were by common cons^t, again fell 
on their knees, ^nd began to pray for themselves: 
many Christians engaged with them. Whe& the light 
of day was gone, as the distress of the mourners con^ 
tinued, the meeting-hous^ was lighted. Soon the 
weeping increased exceedingly in every part of the 
congregation; and unnumbered groans fell on our 
ears without cessation, and the place seemed more 
nwful than any I had ever before seen. About £ffy 
had bowed the knee ; many pf whom were convulsed 
with anguish, as thoiigh the pangs of departing -lif0 
had come upon them. Some, as their strength failed y 
were supported in the arms of their friends; others^ ^ 
with great difficulty were kept from fainting, and 
some were doubtful whether they would live through 
the scene. The cries, "Lord have mercy! — Lord 
have mercy !-rr-God be mercifql to me a sinner! — Lord 
save or I perish !-«-rI shall die!— There is noiaeiey for 
me," &LC., rolled successively upon our ears; and it 
was believed $here was not a person in the assembly, 
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that did not now feel the dreadful power of God .' 
Sisters — brothers — and friends, w^re seen falling into 
each other's arms, confessing their sins and inviting 
one another to go with them to heaven. Children 
were weeping at the feet of their parents, and parents 
were rejoicing over their children. 

Soon, with some, these agonizing pains suddenly 
subsided — they praised the Lord aloud, and one said. 
^* I feel as though I should fly away to heaven." As 
soon as they were brought into liberty, they began to 
encourage those that were still in bondage, and to 
pray for their salvation. But this seemed only to in- 
crease their anguish. While I witnessed this scene, 
I exclaimed with myself, ' O how awful is this place !^ 
At half past nine o'clock, several had found comfort, 
and the weeping was considerably abated. Those 
who believed they had been converted since the meet- 
ing commenced last evening, were invited to rise. 
Seventeen stood up rejoicing. Then the invitation 
was extended to all that had found some relief and 
comfort, and eight more arose. Thus twenty-five 
professed to find relief in about twenty-four hours; 
and it was believed that as many as that were truly 
converted. 

• On Tuesday, at one o'clock, P. M., nearly two 
hundred assembled again at the meeting-house. El- 
ders Pettingill and Bean were still with us. I spoko 
more than an hour, froip Matt, 11:28: *' Come unto 
me, all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest.'' The Spirit of the Lord movedl 
on the assembly, and it was easy preaching. Many 
exhortations were given, and great solemnity rested 
on the people. Twenty-five of the saints and twenty 
converts, witnessed for the Lord. Seventeen awa- 
kened sinners also spoke. Some said they were the 
chief of sinners — asked their neighbours to forgive 
them, and nearly all were greatly distressed. Several 
of these had not manifested any seriousness till this 
time. Occasionally, such heart-rending groans and 
bitter cries burst from every part of the assembly, that 
it seemed as though the most hardened infidel could 
tfut feel and weep; At six o'clock, the penitent were 
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again invited to come to the forward pews. Fqrty 
came and kneeled, and before we ceased praying Iot 
them, the number was increased to fifty. Most q€ 
these prayed fervently for themselves. And O whafc 
agonies! what bitter cryings! what ^oods of teacs, 
were poured out before the Lord ! Language fails t9 
give a just description. At half pa^t seven I eadeai^ 
voured to compose the assembly, and they generaU^r 
took their seats. Eleven then manifested, that since 
the last evening, they had obtained a hope in the Re^^ 
deemer. Praise the Lord, O my soul, for the gloxy 
of this meeting. 

On Wednesday, at 3 o'clock, P. M., a larger niim*^ 
ber assembled than at any time before, since the Sab-t 
bath. As my late labours had reduced my strength » 
I thought to omit preaching, and exhorted the brethn 
ren to occupy the time. But as they seemed to withf 
hold, I finally spoke some over an hour, on a ela»«iQ^ 
of Luke 6 :48 : ' ^Jlnd digged deep, and Imd the Jbundof^ 
tion on a rock.^' After this more than twenty spoke; 
some for the first time ; and several appeared to be in 
extreme distress for fear their all was lost. At the 
close of the meeting, fifty-three distinguished them«* 
selves as mourners; and when prayer was made for 
them, about three-fourths of the assembly fell on ihmt 
knees. Three brethren prayed; then some of the 
mourners spoke, with much grief, and earnestly re- 
quested us to remember them in our supplicatioaSk 
The mourners were exhorted to spend the evening m 
prayer, and the people dispersed a little before dark. 
I understood afterwards that two or three obtained a 
hope in this meeting also. As soon as the ev^ung 
was come, we began to hear the voice of prayer from 
many directions, and the sound rung for miles o'er the» 
hills of Lisbon. The air was clear, and the evening 
serene; and even now its recollection melts my souL 
O what bitter cries and groans were heard from every 
direction! Some voices were heard for hours, till 
they grew hoarse and faint — then, suddenly, their 
tone was changed, and they praised the Lord. These 
supplications continued till midnight; and next morn- 
ing, we understood a number were converted in dijn 
ferent parts of the town, 
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Thursday, at 3 o'clock, P. M., we assembled again, 
and rejoiced to find that several more, of whom we had 
«iot heard, had fotind peace since the meeting the dar 
before. The exercises were very solemn, and before 
the hour of seven in the evening, seventy persons 
witnessed for God. Twenty-five of these were pro- 
ibssars, twenty-four young converts, and eleven were 
seeking the Lord. Then forty-eight mourners came 
and kneeled in the forward pews, and a number of 
brethren and converts prayed for them. Many heavy 
hiden souls prayed earnestly for themselves, for two 
hours ; and in this time a goodly number were delivered 
from the * horrible pit,' and brought to rejoice in the 
Lord. The cries of these broken-hearted sinners, 
entered into the ears of some that had come as 
spectators. — It sunk into their hearts — they felt that 
they must be born again — wept for their sins, and 
bowed the knee for the first time. Parents were 
»e«irching among the mourners for their children; and 
when they found them there, we heard them exclaim, 
" Glory to God! there is my son! there is my daugh-' 
tmV^ Children also were rejoicing to see their pa- 
rents join the mourners. Frequently one would lead 
a weeping relative along to the altar. At half past 9 
o'clock, the people dispersed; and a young woman, 
who had been a blackslider, was overpowered by her 
disitress, lost her strength, and fell into the care of 
hef friends. Some spoke of calling for a physician ; 
but as she revived a little, she told them none but a 
physician from above could do her any good. She 
was carried to a neighbouring house, where she re- 
covered her strength about 1 o'clock in the morning^ 
She confessed, that, at the commencement of the re- 
vival, she resolved that she would have no share in 
it, and said, that now there was no mercy for her. 
After this, however, she found some relief. On Fri- 
day, I spoke to about two hundred people in Bethle^ 
hem, and felt much humbled for my unprofitableness. 
On Saturday, at two o'clock, P. M., about three 
hundred people assembled at Lisbon in conference 
meeting. The interesting occurrences of the former 
meetings were repeated, seventy-three spoke, either 
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in witoessing for the Lord, or in oOnfesmng €heir °aki9; 
and a few professed to find comfort. Three relaie^ 
their experience, and were receivec} for bapti^pi^ aaad 
several others Came forward folr the same* purposes 
but for want of time the meeting was adjourned tiH 
jQe;xt morning'. 

Sabbath morning, we assembled at 8 o'clock; and 
before ten, it was thought that seven hundred .f>6o{^ 
iiad collected. The whole time, till twelve o'oloek^ 
was occupied by the converts in relating their ex/p^r 
rience, and in receiving the fellowship of the chimch. 
Afler an intermis^on of forty minutes, I gave a diat 
course on 1 Tim. 6:12: '* Fight the good fight, of 
faith; lay hold on eternal life, whereunto thou ari-aJ^ 
BO called, and hast professed a good profession beifore 
many witnesses." Afler this, the converts and bretbf 
ren, followed by the assembly, walked half a mile. fji 
procession, singing, ■■..'' 

" Salem's bright Kin^$ Jesas by name, ' ' >• 

In, ancient time to Jordan carae. 

All righteousness to fill," &c. 

Then I had the privilege of baptizing tweoty-ofoBr) 
of whom thirteen were chiefly young men^ and elevfMi 
young women. The greater part came oiit of tk9 
water praising the Lord. The scene was sbleaan aa)4 
impressive, and many of the spectators wfept. TweA-* 
ty-one of these had been converted witj^in the w«ek 
past. Afler baptism the Candidates joined hands, -ajfA 
in presence of the assembly, received the Bibl^ £9C 
jtheir law. I then guve them the right hand of feilawt 
ship: all kneeled on the bank, and we returned thaokii 
Jo God. After a recess of an hour, we assembktd 
^gain; and many weighty testimonies were given .l»|r 
the converts and others. Those that had been bap^ 
tized were greatly strengthened, and very hisi|»^$ 
others wept for having, neglected this duty, and said 
they would be baptized the first opportunity. Several 
heavy-laden sinners spoke with accents of meltiog 
anguish, and pleaded for our prayers. Thoiigh the 
house was nearly filled with people j yet there were 
f)pw that did not appear to feel the solemi;! presence of 
God. A little before the house was lighted, I wa9 
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Nearly all, except those that were on their knees, sat 
leaning over the railing of the pews and wept exceed* 
ingly. About sixty penitent inquirers kneeled in the 
forward pews, while many prayers were made for 
them; and, indeed, nearly all prayed earnestly for 
themselves till seven were hopefully converted. About 
10 o'clock the meeting closed, and thirty-three mourn- 
ers covenanted to kneel and pray thrice a day for 
four weeks. 

But one week had elapsed since the reformation 
commenced; and it had prc^ressed with far more 
power and rapidity, than any I had ever before wit> 
nessed. O how wonderful and glorious were the man* 
tfestations of the grace of God! The work was like 
a mighty wind, before which every thing gives way 
and fhlls to the earth. I understood, that soon after 
the commencement of the revival^ those who passed 
out of town, almost constantly met people that were 

Soing to Lisbon to see the marvellous work of God. 
f any a rebellious sinner, on entering the meetings 
was immediately brought to tremble under the power 
ef God. Indeed, it seemed that few returned without 
eonvietion; and there was less opposition than in any 
other reformation I ever saw. In nearly every ease 
that any one attempted to oppose, scarcely an hour 
passed before he was seen on his knees. Every clasd 
riiared in the work, and the people did little else but 
go to meeting, read, pray, and attend to the great in- 
terests of their souls. Several were awakened by 
-hearing the experience of the converts; and others, 
before they came to meeting, by hearing of the refoi^ 
Vialion: and about fifty souls had already obtained ir 
hope in Christ. Monday, June SO, duty called me to 
leave the town. The converts, the brethren, the 
mourners, and the people, seemed dear to me as life. 
On the day before, they gave me a collection- of about 
aeventeen dollars, and we had bid them farewell. 

In the latter part of July, we understood that in 

one month from the time the reformation conunenced, 

ene hundred and ^ty had been converted; and, in- 

Ending a few that were received as eandidat^di and 

93 
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were awaiting baptism the next l^bbath, one ban- 
dred had been baptised and added to the chureh ia 
Lisbon. Also, that the good work had spread into 
Franconia and Landaff, and was still progressing 
wonderfully. By the reports presented at the. Sand- 
wich quarterly meeting, in the knohth of August, it 
appeared that ane hundred tuid fifty had been added 
to the Lisbon church since the yel^rly moisting; aj(i4 
a 'consid^able number to t)ne or two churches in the 
adjacent towns. We likewise understood, tl^t two 
hundred had be'eH converted; and, that the gl^tioUA 
work contiA'i!ked with gfe^l power. 

Between the 20th of JOne and July 1st, I preached 
in Springfield, Wendell, NeiVport, Fishersfield, Brad* 
ford, -Deering, Weare, Hopkinton, Sanborntcm, Gil-- 
maiiton, *and Sandwich. In softie of these meetings 
I felt **the burden of the word of the Lord," aiid 
deep impressions appeared to be made on the assem^ 
bites. I hope to meet some good fmifs of them in 
glery. In Hopkinton, we were iLfTe^tionately refeeiv* 
ed by Elder A. Caverno. I gave three disl&otirses 
at his meeting-house. He, iatid the Chtircii under his 
care, appeared to be well engaged, and there were 
some appearances of a revival. In San^i^h, a revi- 
val bud cobimenced, which has ^ince sprel^d gloriotisiy; 
; F#oni July 1, to the SOth of September, I tarried 
in Limerick and its vicinity, in the state of Maine, 
and stipe rin tended the publicatioh of this Narrative* 
For the greater part of this time, i was assisted' bj 
brother Beede, the young man Who was converted, 
and frbin Vhom I received a letter, about the time of 
|he General Conference at Sandwich, N. H., in ia28; 
[p. f92.3 . In correcting this work for the press, I 
have te^eived from him much assistance, which I had 
not ai^ticipated, till after its publicatioh was deter*^ 
mined. During my stay at Limeridk, I attended 
eighty meetings, and. preached fifly sermons, tn^that 
and the neighboiiring toWns. Sometimes, I laboured 
under trifds, abd felt that ^ boUds and afflictions abi- 
ded me;' but generally, throtigh the grace of God, 
my peace has been like the constant flow of a gentl# 
river. Frequently I have felt the Spirit of th^ Lord 
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impressing me ^6 preach ^against all the. evils that af- 
fect the peace of Zion; and sometimes my soul has 
been enabled to rejoice exceedingly. For want of 
room, however, the particulars of only a few of these 
meetings are given. 

July 9 and 10, I attended a two-days- meeting with 
Elder Jonathan Woodman, at Limerick corner. In 
one of his discourses, he spoke in a very feeJing man^ 
ner of the state of the church, and of the much, there 
is to be done to convert the world. It was a season 
of considerable feeling ; atfe>t^' came forward for prayei^ 
and two young men prayed for themselves. Sabbath, 
July 24, I attended three meetings in Newfield; and 
in the two last, the Lord gave us melting seasons. 
Several had been lately- converted in this place, and 
the converts spoke with considerable animation*. Sat«> 
urday, Aug. 13, I preached on the' ordinances, at 
£Ider Steven's meeting-house in Limington; a£|er 
which he and myself broke bread, and with the chitrch 
enjoyed a blessed good time in washing the saints' 
feet. On the 17th and 18th of August, I attended 
the Parsonsfield quarterly meeting bol.den at Brook* 
field, N. H. In this meeting, it pleased the Loid to 
give me a good time ; and through the whole exerci- 
ses considerable joy was manifested among<the saints% 
A few came forward for prayer, and; I waa told that 
one professed to be converted. Sahbath, August 28, 
I attended meetings with Elders Bullock and Libby, 
hi Limington; and each of us baptized one. Solem- 
nity rested on the people, and it wad hoped the effects 
would be lasting. On Friday evening, September 9, 
I preached at the house of Elder £. Libby, at Lim- 
erick corner. . A young woman that had been awa- 
kened a little while before, at a meeting in which I 
felt much closed and depressed in spirit, fell on her 
knees, and prayed for mercy till nearly midnight ; she 
then found comfort and praised the Lord aloud. On 
Saturday and Sabbath following, I attended a two- 
days meeting, with several other elders, at Fryeburg. 
We enjoyed much of the presence of God, and his 
word was like arrows in the hearts of sinners. Sab- 
bath afternoon, I was under the necessity of leaving 
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the place; but the next day I was told that twenty- 
five came forward for prayer in the evening, and sev- 
eral professed to be converted. A powerful work baa 
followed this meeting. All glory to the Lord. 

On the Idth of September, I received a letter from 
brother P. Ford, clerk of the Holland Purchase year- 
ly meeting, giving the following enumeration of thq 
numbers in that yearly meeting as returned in August, 
1831 '.-quarterly meetings, 8— churches, 88— ordain- 
ed preachers, 44— unordained preachers, 18 — ^nun[iber 
of members, 3255. In the account, the numbers of 
the Benton quarterly meeting, in consequence of a 
failure, are reckoned the same as the year before: 
still, without the additions in that part of the yearly 
meeting, it appears, by the returns received, that 777 
have been added in the year past. It may be further 
observed, that four churches, and two elders in Up- 
per Canada, that were reckoned last year,— besides 
one or two other churches and elders, that probably 
vet belong to the yearly meeting,— have some waj 
been omitted in this representation. By the following 
enumeration from page 62, taken in 1821, may be 
seen the increase of that yearly meeting in ten years: 
t{ttarterly meetings, 3 ; churches, 27 ; ordained preach- 
ers, 17; unordained preachers, 13; members, 868. 
Surely, the Lord hath done great things for us, 
whereof we fure glad. May we give all the glory to 
Him*— iieyer trust in numbers — but in the living God. 
Amen. y 

Friday, Sept. 16, I preached at Limerick corner* 
After sermon, my friend and brother, Samuel Beede, 
related an interesting experience ;— and as he had 
been educated in the society of Friends, who reject 
water baptism, he stated a few things relative to his 
belief in regard to baptism; which, with the addition 
of* a few remarks, he has since communicated to me 
in writing, as follows: 

* 'After examining the Scriptures for nearly three 
years on the subject of baptism, with careful medita-* 
tion, and humble prayer to God that he would open 
the inspired writings to my understanding, and enable 
me to arrive at the knowledge of Christ's meaning in 
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the commission to his apostles, '' Go teach all nations, 
baptizing them," &c., I have been brought to a deci- 
ded and firm conclusion, that the baptizing intended 
in the command, is a baptizing, (that is, a dipping,) 
the bodies of believers in water, in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. And 
the following facts and arguments have, with unan- 
swerable evidence, led me to this conclusion. 
' 1 . The term baptize^ when used to signify a reli- 
gious rite administered by men, to proselytes or con* 
,verts to a new religion, had never been known to 
fiignify any thing else, than a dipping of their bodieli 
eompletely in water. This, so far as historical evi- 
dence informs us, was the only usual or received 
i(nean(ng of the terin, in a ritual sense, at the time of 
Christ. And this circumstai|ce alone, plainly and 
fairly shows Christ '« meaning. For, both Chri^ and 
John, when they promised that certain should he ba^pr 
tized with tl^c Holy Gho^,— rwhich way of baptizing, 
to that tiuie, had been altogether unknown, — lalways 
distinguished it from the lisaal way of baptizing, by 
saying, ^ baptize with the Holy Ghost,* And, had 
Christ meant that his apostles should baptize with the 
Holy Ghost, surely he would have made the same 
distinction in the commission to them; else, they 
might be liable to err, as certainly they did, if water 
•was not designed. Therefore, instead of our grring^ 
and adding to the words of Christ, as some say. we do, 
by understanding the commission to mean a bapU^^ing 
ik water;. >vhea ^e do bu,t understand the language pf 
tl^e commission agreeably to, its. only, fair and literal 
meaning, according to the lawi^of Ifinguage^ I do hum- 
bly believe, that they err from the meaning o.fChrist, 
in their construction, by adding the term, with the 
' Holy Ghost, to the word baptizing, which Christ did 
not add, or intend. 

^. Neither did the. prophets, when they, foretold of 
the giving of the Holy Ghps^, or the pot^rtng out of 
the Spirit pif the Lord;, npr y^t did John or Christ, 
when promising, or prophesying, that any. should be 
baptized with the Holy Cfhost,-r^yer so. much as inti- 
mate, that it should, be performed by men; nor hare. 
33* ' •• ' " ■ 
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any of them bo much as intimiit^d, thftt tidl^ UiB 
apostles, or any other created beings, should ever lia;vi& 
power, or authority, to baptize persons with the -Htal^ 
Ghost ; but have fdways represented that they should 
be thus bapti2^d, either by Christ himself^ or tke 
Holy Spirit. . I 

3. In every Scripture of our English versioi», ia 
which it is said that persons were baptized, and wk^ette 
Jt appears jinlilcely that it was a baptizing in tviatekv 
it is plainly represented, in the text, that some otbor 
egent than man, was the baptizer. For instanc^^ I 
Cor. 10:2: **AU our fathers were under the cleud^ 
and all passed through the sea; and were all bapti^e«l 
unto Moses in the cloud, and in the sea." Wa^ ^i»|r 
human agent the baptizer in this case ?-—Ceit wily 
not. For ''the Lord caused the sea to go back-^^^^d 
the waters were divided, ' * and the angel of God f 0f 
fnoved and went behind them: and the pillar of eiall# 
went from before their face, and stood behind thetn*A' 
And again, according to the words of John, r<eeord<9d 
Luke 3: 16: and in John U 29 to 33, Jesus '' is ho 
which baptizeth with the Holy Ghost." It is aJLso 
said by Paul, 1 Cor. 12: 13: ** By one Spirit are we 
all baptized into one body— and have been made t<^ 
drink into one Spirit." Here the Spirit is represent* 
isd to be the baptizer* 

4. In all the accounts given in the New Testamwl» 
relative to believers' receiving the Holy Ghost ^oo^ 
the instrumentality of the apostles' preaching, lab«iup#, 
or laying on of hands, I cannot find one, that eaU» 
this receiving of the Holy Ghost, iopfuia; oroDa 
that states, that any apostle or minister ever h9pliz€(i 
Vfiih ike Holy Ghost; nor yet, that any beUeTer waa 
^ver baptized with the Holy Ghost, by any servient ^f 
Christ. Yet, I find it frequently named, that tba 
fpostles baptized inwaier; and, that in addition 4o tim 
gifl of the Holy Ghost which believers re^eived^ they 
practised baptizing them ipi watery and li^ubtless this 
practice was according to t^e known will of their 
Lord. And when th^ two ^e named together, thef . 
ate distinguished, by ^^i^ one, a^ receiving, oft the 
Holy ^oft V^i, ^^ pthe^x^*'^*^ b^^^ii ^ tte 



"Ibnowhig seriptmres show: — Acts 2: 38: '* Repent and 
Ac bapHzed every one of you: — and ye shall receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost." Acts 8:16: " For aa 
yet, ke^^* the Holy Ghost, ^' was fallen upon none of 
vtlueni; only they were bapdzed in the name of the 
Lord Jesus." Acts 9: 17, 18: ''Ananias, putting his 
luands on him, said. The Lord Jesus hath sent me, 
!ttia(t thou mightest receive thy sight, and he filled wUh 
ikt'Holy Ghost; — and he received sight forthwith, and 
arose, and was baptized." Acts 19, states, that cer- 
tain disciples at Ephesus, afler conversing with Paul, 
were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And 
■when Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Hol^ 
4ihost came on them. These scriptures make it plain 
that Peter, Philip, and Paul, thought it proper, that 
believers in Jerusalem, Samaria, and Ephesus, should 
he baptized, even before they had received the Holy 
iGDiost; and also, that Peter, and Ananias who was 
Bent directly of the Lord, thought it proper, at Cesarek 
And^ Damascus, that believers should be baptized after 
fhey had received the Holy Ghost. These scriptures 
plainly show the faith and practice of the apostles for 
About twenty-five years after the twelve received the 
Holy Ghost on the day of Pentecost. Now, if the 
three years personal instruction which the eleven had 
of Christ, — and the more than twenty years practic^ 
in preaching the gospel, under the constant direction 
jiftd influence of the Holy Ghost, which fell on the 
twelve on the day of Pentecost, and on Paul at his. 
«bAVersion, — did not enable them to understand the 
meaning and will of their Master about baptism,— -we 
liave no assurance that we can find it out, and I can- 
not believe that any since have understood it. And: 
I do eonceive it impossible, that they should continue, 
eo long in his constant service, and not understand^ 
amd fracti^e baptism, as their X^ord de^ign^d it should; 
be practised. 

- 5. The commission given by Christ to his apoi^tles* 
«a recorded by Mark, makes belief to b^ the indispenv^ 
sable essential to salvation; — ^for <* he that believeth 
not shall be damned, " And the sigo^, — -which it was. 
promised should (oUo^w diem that believe, viz: casting^ 



out devils, speaking with new tongues, taking up ser* 
pents, drinking deadly things witfa^aut harm, and heal* 
ing the sick, evidently include the fruits and effects 
of the baptism with the Holy Ghost, which unavoida- 
bly follows a true belief in Christ ; for without that 
baptism, none could do these things; and by the hx-: 
0pired writer, they are made the consequenqes dC be- 
lieving ^ and not ot hapiiam. Now, if the baptis^i here 
intended were the baptism of the Holy Ghost, surely^ 
the damning consequences would have been attached 
to i\i^ not being hapixzed ; for certainly, none can bB 
saved without the baptisQi of the Spirit Therefore^ 
fA the damnation is not represented as the con^e- 
qH^^^ce of na< hwsg hapX%%^dy but na the consequence 
of not believing, the baptism of the S^pirit cannot be 
in^eiided here, but something else. And the same' 
tense which the terms kelieve and baptize, have 'i^i 
Mark, I believe the ter^ls, * • ome faith, one baptism^*^ 
have in Epfe. 4:d. For it is evident to me, that the 
Relieving, named by Mark, and, the faith, spoken, of 
by Paul, mean onia and the same thing; which is, a 
tr^e. belief ooL Jeaus Christ, that is followed by a pou^ 
ing out of the Holy Spirit, and a baptizing of the soul 
with the Holy Ghost, by Christ, and th? Spirit ; and, 
that the bapli^m named by Mark, and by Paul, mea^ 
one and the. same thic^; and is the ^ame baptism that 
was used by. the apostles on the day of Pentecost; ^t 
'Samziria, by. Philip;, and in the. case of i\\e eunuch; 
an the case of Cornelius, and of the twelve disciple^ 
at Ephesus; and the same that is intended in ]Vlatl[. 

Ha then desired to. be. baptized-rrwas, received by 
the church — ^nd we repaired to a beautiful stream, 
and it became my. delightful, duty to. baptize him.. He 
came out of the w^ter praising the Lord^ and went 
on his WAy rejoici;i;ig. *. Crlory to Gpd for. the bless- 
ings of this day.' May God preserve hij^j and «w, 
and all; Moints, blameless to the coming of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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CONCLUSION. 

As it has been my lot to travel and labour con-- 
stantly in the ministry, from the age of fifteen years, 
I have become considerably acquainted with the state 
of our churches. And as God has given me a talent 
io improve, which he will require at my hand with 
tisury, I affectionately address you, my dear brethren^ 
In the following remarks — which I humbly pray may 
be blessed to your eternal good, to my everlasting 
^consolation, dnd to the glory of God and the Lamb. 

On Prayer, — Prayer is designed to bring us to re- 
alize our dependence on God, that he may be gloriiied» 
And we be happy. Yet, with pain, I have observed 
a great neglect among Christians in performing thip 
xluty. Heads of &milies forsake the altar they once 
Te.ared unto God ; while many others, and even preach-^ 
•ers, neither praj regularly in their own families, nor 
labour to encourage others in that duty. And it is 
ievident, that secret prayer, meditation, and an inward 
drawing nigh to God, are still more neglected: or else^ 
Christians could 'not be so fruitless in good works, or 
«njoy so little of th<e power of religion in their souls. 
There can ,be no ^eiccuse before God for neglecting 
these things; for he requires us to perform them. 
Experience^ the word of 6od, and their own confes** 
«ions, prove, that such as do neglect them, have but 
little of the nature of Christ; become burdensome to 
4he church, and useless to the world;— are already 
backslidden in heart, and near to making shipwreck 
iof faith. Some neglect vocal prayer, as they say, for 
fear of being formal. On this principle, they might 
>8 well reject every Christian duty. For nothing can 
be done without a form. But a good form is useful ; 
jand it is '' denying the power y^' only, that is criminal. 
jVIany, too, suppose that desire is prayer. All sinful 
beings have desires, but these cannot be prayer ; for 
prayer, is "cm offering up of our de$ire9 unto God,'* 
<Our Lord, at the request of his disciples, taught them 
A form of prayer; a^ying, ** When ye pray, «oy. Our 
father, which (irt m heaven, "&c. Luke 11:2. Those 
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vho^eaf set times of prayer, may reflect, that all the 
i^orks of God are itt regular order;' and, that faithful 
saints live by rule. ** Daniel kneeled three times a 
day and prayed." David said, *' Evening, and morn- 
ing, and at noon, will I pray, and cry aloud." ^* i*e- 
ter and John went up together into the temple at the 
hour of prayer." If the apostles observed ** the hour 
of prayer," why need we fear to have an hour cf 
prittferl Now the promises of God are sure. And 
if Christians trust in them, and call on him as they 
ought, he will grant them blessings, which will make 
them happy in this life, and in that whfth is to come. 

Religious Meetings. — When I have seen professed 
Christians so careless, and inattentive to the inter- 
ests of the church, that prayer, conference, and other 
meetings are neglcicted by a greater part of the mem- 
bers, my soul has been pa^ined; and I have been led 
to wonder how any can, if they wish to retain the 
name of a Christian % or how they dare, neglect thos»e 
meetings on which the prosperity of the church de- 
pends. Paul said, ^^hei us consider one another, to 
pNivoke unto love and to good works: not forsaking 
the assembling of ourselves together-^but exhort one 
another; and so much the more as ye see the day 
approaching." But how often do professors say, like 
the unbelieving world, that their attendance at the 
house of God will do no good. Were all Christians 
to say thus, and act accordingly, how soon would 
**the salt of the earth" lose **its savour," and the 
world go to destruction! If we would obey the law' 
<»f Christ, every Christian must labour to fbel an in- 
terest in the welfare of Zion ; and if possible, attend 
every appointment of the church. We must always 
come together in the name of the Lord, keep a watch- 
ful eye on every saint, and ever be willing, even to* 
** lay down our lives for the brethren." Were each 
member of the church thus stirred up to diligence, 
the affection of every Christian would centre wholly 
in God, and the world would be converted. 

Ministnj. — In point of importance, the office of 
gospel ministers bears no comparison with the offices 
of state, aqd the principalities of the world. The 



Bunisters of Christ come with aathority from th^ 
Kmg of kings, and bring terms of salvation to a 
perishing world. They have much to do; and if 
we judge from the extent of the harvest, from the 
scarcity of labourers, from the iniquity of the worlds 
|rom the enfeebled state of the church, from the duty 
enjoined on them, ** to preach the gospel to every 
creature,'' *' to make disciples of all nations;" or, 
lirom the short time they have to do it in, it is evideni 
ministers ought to awake — disentangle themselves 
from **the affairs of this life"— ** lay aside every 
weight," and iee from every thing that hinders their 
winning souls to €hrist. 

And '' the Lord hath ordained that they that preach 
the gospel, should live of the gospel." ''Let him 
that is taught in the word, communicate to him that 
teacheth in all good things. " Paul says, 2 Cor. 1 1 : 
7, '8: '' Have I committed an offence in abasing my- 
self that ye might be exalted, because I have preach- 
ed to you the gospel of God freely? I robbed other 
churches, taking wages o( them to do you service." 
But does not covetousness sometimes induence bveth^ 
ren to wrest thetie and other scriptures on this sub* 
ject, contrary to the mind of Christ? '' Covetomnes^ 
is idolatry J^ If it have no influence on brethren, why 
is it that so many, who can bear other expenses, com- 
municate so sparingly to ministers, who devote their 
lives and substance to labor in the gospel ? Miilidt^ra 
are servants to the chtlu^ch ' * for Christ 's sake*^ ' Will 
not good masters comfortably maintain ^heir faithful 
servants? And how can Christians have honour from 
God, or obtain a go€Kl. report, unless th^y give to 
those who serve in the gospel, thoi^e things which are 
. Qj&edful to the body. £Low caa ministers give them- 
selves wholly to their work, if their brethren supply 
not their necessities? O, my brethreu, see to this; 
lesty through your neglect,, the Macedonian cries bd 
not answered-^-and the blood of souls he required at 
your hand. 

State of the. CkurcL — The power of the gospel is 
rapidly spreading through Christendom, and through 
the world-^and the signs of the coming of the Son o^ 
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Inaa mpp^t. Yet das! there remaias ataon^ Chris^ 
tianfl, a crioiiaal conformity to the world. Paul says, 
SU>m. 12:1,2: ''I beseech you therefore, brethrea, by 
the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is 
your reasonable service. And be not conformed to 
this world; but be ye transformed," &c. No excuse 
will staad, in the judgment, for neglecting to separate 
ourselves, as Christ has commanded, from all need- 
less expenses and fashions, and from the lusts and 
friendship of the world. In short, dear brethren, in 
order to '' go on to perfection," and ''-glorify God in 
"our body, and in our spirit, whi<!h are God's,'' a 
knowledge of the Scriptures should be much increas- 
■ed. Every Christian should search the Scriptures, 
meditate on the doctrine they contain, conform to the 
practices they enjoin, enter daily into an examination 
of his own heart, and submit to Grod in all things. 
The worship of God should be maintained in every 
ohurch — family — and closet. All ministers should 
"give themselves continually to prayer, and to the 
ministry of the word," be willing to suffer the '* has of 
M things*^ to save souls. Like the holy prophets and 
apostles, they should preach the whole truth as con- 
tained in the Scriptures, in opposition to all the ini- 
quities that corrupt men. An unholy, lifeless, man-* 
pleasing ministry should be rejected, and that which 
is in demonstration and power shoujd be encouraged* 
Repentance, iaith, baptism, communion, and washing 
the saints' feet, should be preached with '* the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven." *' Finally, brethren, 
farewell." None can " harm us if we be followers of 
that which is good." The Lord will be our helper, 
and heaven our home. Let us spend our life — oar 
all in his service; preach and practice the command-* 
meats of God, according to the grace given us, strive 
ing, with spiritual weapons, to pull down the strong 
holds of Sataa. May the grace of our Lord Jesns 
Christ, a^d the love of God, and the communioa of 
the Holy Ghost, be with us all. Amen. 
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